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Advertising's Happy Thought 





Radio as well as other advertising media is looking forward to a 
sudden outbreak of heavy spending as soon as the big corporations 
get an insight into their earnings for this year and figure how much 
of it will have to go to the Government because of the excess profits 


tax. 


This sort of last minute splurge has happened before, but the 


advertising agencies anticipate, because of the big business upturn of 
this year and the size of the tax bite as the brackets go up, that the 
extent of the rush will be greater than ever. 

Networks have already had some intimations of what is in store for 
them along these lines. Certain major manufacturers that have been 
quiescent about radio for some time are now having their agencies 
make inquiries about time and talent. 








Dorothy Thompson 


Cancellation Threat Due to ‘Expose | 


Claims Sponsor's 





oe _-—-——____—__—- * 


Dorothy Thompson stated Monday 
(4) at a luncheon of the motion pic- 
ture division of the Democratic Na- 
tional Committee that because of 
criticisms she made of advertising 
agency ‘fear’ campaign technique in 
the Presidential campaign she was 
threatened with the loss of a lucra- 


tive radio contract. She did not 
name the agency or the account. 


Miss Thompson is on a Mutual co- 
operative hookup Sunde” nights. . 

Fred Mayer, who organized this 
hookup for the commentator, con- 
firmed Miss Thompson’s statement 
but added that the account couldn't 
cancel if it wanted to and, anyway, if 
it walked out he nad another com- 
mercial interested in buying several 
stations on the same hookup. Mayer 
explained that the agency and ac- 
count in question had had the day- 
lights scared out of it by a flood of 
900 telegrams protesting against Miss 
Thompson’s campaign broadcasts in 
President Roosevelt's behalf and de- 
manding that she be dropped from 
the account’s payroll. The account, 
he added, became highly disturbed 
even though the telegrams had all 

(Centinued on page 21) 





Dry Law for Canada 


Scares Hotels, Cafes; 


Radio Comm’ls Also? | 


Montreal, Nov. 5 
Ghost of Andrew Volstead is giv- 


ing hotel men, niteries and broad- | 
Casters a bad case of the jitters as 


the odious spectre of total prohibi- 
tion hovers over Canada. A strong 
drive is now reported under way to 
give the Dominion a taste of the pro- 
hibition laws which were to a large 
extent responsible for both of the 
bootleg and allied rackets in Amer- 
ica and created nationwide disre- 
Spect for the laws of the land dur- 
ing the prohibition era. 

_ In guise of a war measure minor- 
ity temperance groups are active 
throughout the country advocating 
the adoption of prohibition. Reports 
bersist that the Federal government 


(Continued on page 53) 


Stone’s 17 Yrs. at M-G 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Lewis Stone has signed a new 
contract with Metro, which marks 
his 17th year on the same lot. 
First job under the new pact is 
a ‘Hardy Family’ picture, 


Frank Hummert 
Protests ‘Loss Of 








Frank Hummert of the Blackett- 
| Sample-Hummert advertising agency 
informed Variety yesterday (Tues- 
day) that he has instructed his at- 
|torneys, O’Connor & Farber, to pre- 
|pare a protest and file it as soon as 
possible with the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission. Hummert will 
charge that ‘the music the American 
|people love is about to be driven 
loff the air.” This 1s in reference to 
lthe feud between the radio industry 
and the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. 
Agency official will act as a citizen 
and a user of ‘familiar music’ in urg- 
ing the Government regulatory body 
to take official note of the situation 
as a development which he considers 
‘not in the public interest.’ 
Hummert’s action is the only move 
by any adman in this connection. 





‘JOE. E. BROWN BUILDING 
UP TO HATE PANCAKES 


| New Haven, Nov. 5. 


Joe E. Brown, who owns a piece 
of the ‘Elmer the Great’ revival star- 
ring him, is currently suffering for 
| his investment as well as his art. In 
an effort to collect laughs, he has to 





stow away an oversize quantity of | 


food including orange juice, grape- 
fruit, jam, potatoes, ham, pancakes, 
| coffee, milk, doughnuts, pie, ginger- 
j (Continued on page 53) 


Music U.S. Loves 


SEWERS, NO GME 


Class Hotels and Restaurants 
Turn Underground Cellars 
Into Night Clubs 








FANCY PRICES, TOO 





London, Nov. 5. 
may have coined the 





Wiseacres 


ica’s so-called night clubs during the 
| Prohibition era, but it’s no gag here. 
London hotels and restaurants have 
developed a new and very iucrative 
trade in underground night 
thanks to Hitler and his gang. 


This can be dubbed as a ‘Roving 
|Shelterer’s clientele, which com- 
prises a section of Londoners who 
cannot get away from town early 
enough to avoid night raids and al- 
though living in deluxe apartments, 
with safe shelters, prefer to haunt 
the class hotels and restaurants. 


Wise to the situation, restaura- 
teurs and hoteliers have turned their 
underground cellars into safety zones, 
planting their bands and trimmings 
| there, and are reaping a harvest. 
| Spots like the Savoy hotel, which 
accommodates 400; Dorchester, 400; 
| Grosvenor House, 300; and Mayfair 
i{hotel, 250, are doing an overflow 
| trade, with average intake of at 
least $6 per person. The lesser spots 
|such as Piccadilly, 300; Devonshire 
House, 200; and Park Lane, 150; 

(Continued on page 23) 








‘FATHER’ PULLS 
s080 000, IST YR. 
ON BWAY 





‘Life With Father,’ which com- 
pletes a year’s run at the Empire 
IN. Y., Friday night (8), will have 
| Srossed a total of approximately 
1$980,000 in that’ time. Howard 


| Lindsay-Russell Crouse comedy is 
istill topping the $18,000 mark week- 
ly, having drawn more than capacity 
ibusiness for the entire 52-week 
stretch. In addition, a second com- 
pany, with Lillian Gish, is in its 
|36th week in Chicago, while a third 
jtroupe, with Dorothy Gish, is firmly 
'established in Boston. Nearly $500,- 
000 has been grossed by the latter 
two editions. 


ibrated Saturday night (9) with a 
special three-way broadcast on ‘Na- 
| tional Barn’ dance, over NBC by the 
three troupes, followed by a party 
‘on the stage of the Empire theaire. 


i (Continued on page 55) 


phrase ‘upholstered sewer’ derisive- | 
ly, in applicability to some of Amer- | 


life, | 


Show's first birthday will be cele- | 


RAID-SHELTERED NITE LIFE 








vy 





Met Signs Auditioner 





on the season’s first ‘Metropolitan 
Auditions of the Air’ broadcast re- 
cently, has been given a Met con- 
tract. 

Tenor was formerly with the 
D’Oyly Carte Opera. Only other 
singer to go from the D’Oyly Carte 
to the Met was Muriel Dickson, so- 
prano, 








John Dudley, tenor, who appeared | 
| dented opportunity for a shot in 


Hepburn Suspects | 


Detroit, Nov. 5. 

Katharine Hepburn, here in ‘Phila- 
'delphia Story,’ said last week that 
she hopes to do a new Philip Barry 
play this season, but hasn’t yet seen 
the script. She suspects the play- 
wright has completed a new play and 
that he is withholding ft and refus- 
ing to admit it is finished in order 
to keep her touring in ‘Story.’ She 
is definitely commited to continue 
with the present play until after the 
holidays, when Metro’s picture ver- 
sion will probably be released. 

| Actress revealed fhat Barry went 
|to Europe shortly after the New 
York opening of ‘Story,’ ostensibly to 
work on a new play for her. That 
was during the spring of 1939 and 
she believes he finished it during the 
ensuing summer, However, he is 
not known to have actually shown 
the script to anyone, so she can’t 
prove he ever really finished it. 
Unless she gets another suitable play 
instead, she admits she’ll just have 
to continue touring with ‘Story’ 
until Barry decides to let her see 
his new one, Having played in 
‘Story’ for more than a full year and 
made the film version of it, she says 

(Continued on page 20) 








KNOW YOUR JOKES? 
| NEW AIR SHOW IDEA 


| WOR, New York, studio-auditioned 
Saturday (2) a new program tagged 
‘Can You Top This.’ Show has three 
gagsters, Harry Hershfield, Joe 
Laurie, Jr., and Senator Ford, with 
Fred Lewis as m.c. It’s Senator 
Ford's idea, 

It’s a meter plan, the audience- 
participant telling a joke and the 
audience’s laugh-response measured 
He gets $10, but this is whittled 
down $2.50 at a time if the pro gag- 
sters can tell a switch on the same 
gag and get a higher rating on the 
' meter, 





Barry Is Hiding 
Play She Wants 


‘JPHOLSTERED Films’ Latin-American Cycle Finds 
Congarhumba Displacing Swing Music 





Latin-American lads and _ lassies, 
who have flooded up from Mexico 
and points south on the crest of the 
rhumba wave, are getting unprece- 


films. Virtually anyone who can 
swing a chassis or warble in the 
South American way has either been 
screentested or is about to be. 

Stream of Latin pix, which has al- 
ready begun to flow from Hollywood, 
and which is increasing with every 
production conference, has created 
the demand. Inasmuch as most of 
the talent being tested doesn’t savvy 
too much English, it’s of course be- 
ing used for specialty spots. There’s 
hope, however, of landing a leading 
man from among the group, and any 
steps which can be taken to develop 
one will be used. 

RKO has two prospects for build- 
up to star billing. One is Desi Arnaz, 
whose option was lifted last week 
after making his initial film appear- 
ance in “Too Many Girls. He was 
also in the legit version. New pact 


|is for seven years, with the usual 


option renewal at the end of each 
year, It's for two pictures a year, 
to be made within six months of each 
12, The other six months each year 
is to give him an opportunity to 
continue his stage work. He's going 
into another legit musical shortly. 
Second RKO white hope is Alberto 
Vila, an Argentine, who was tested 
(Continued on page 22) 





Fush With Willkie, Or 
Problematical With FDR 
Is N. Y. Niteries’ Big ‘If’ 


Nitery business in New York from 
now on is an ‘if’ proposition to the 
cafe men. If Willkie, the bonifaces 
expect it'll be happy-days-in-Dixie; 
if F.D.R. for a third term, it’s prob- 
lematical. Variety went to press too 
early last night to keynote the an- 
swer, but the trend is vorthy 
the less 

What concerns the hotel and cafe 
men is the hope that the bitterness 
will wear off, and national unity cont 
geal quickly, regardless 





newsv 


none 


of which po- 


litical party comes into office. They, 
rubbing shoulders directly with as 
| Variegated an assortment of Ameri- 


can population as falls to the lot of 
any business or profession, know full 
well how bitter was this campaign, 
And it’s not local strictly. If any- 
thing it’s perhaps as true a cross- 
section of national feeling as could 
be concentrated in any one point, for 
it’s axiomatic that New York’s nitere 
ies and theatres subsist by their proe 


vincial pull, more so than the locals, 


It’s conceded that a Roosevelt vic- 
tory means that the masses will make 
mild whoopee along Broadway, and 
the tories that patronize the class 
east side New York spots will go 
home and sulk—or drown their sor- 
rows. If Willkie, no question of it’s 
immediate effect on the market, and 


| that means a bonanza for the niteries. 
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New Music Critic Stirs New York By 
Panning Those Who Never Have Been 








- 

Virgil Thompson, recently ap-| Hollywood Influence 
pointed musie critic of the New York 
Herald Tribune filling the year-old) Buenos Aires, Nov. 5. 
vacancy caused by the death of| VARIETY mugg here got a prac- 
Lawrence Gilman, has already stirred; tical example of Hollywood in- 
up a furore in concert circles by his| fluence while trying to get back 
reviews of name artists and classic | to town recently. 
compositions. He panned Jascha) Stuck on a road without bus 
Heifetz when the violinist appeared service while doing the manana 
recently at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., and! circuit, he started thumb-waving 
he likewise was critical of John Bar-| for a ride—something never 
birolli and the New York Philhar- | done here. Within five minutes 
monic-Symphony orchestra when! a big car pulled up, stopped and 
they opened their season. Both! the driver invited him in. Rid- 
Heifetz and the Philharmonic have| ing to town, mugg asked motor- 
long been sacrosanct to New York | ist how he knew what the 
critics. | thumb meant and why he 

Thompson, noted as the composer | stopped. 
of ‘Four Saints in Three Acts,’ the | ‘I saw it in the cine,’ he re- 
score for the film ‘Plough that Broke | plied. ‘And besides, I figured 


you must be a North American. 
No one else would do that.’ 


BUTTERWORTH’S $5,000 


the Plains’ and numerous other, 
works, is regarded as one of the} 
ultra-modern composers. Those who 
have objected to his reviews of Hei- 
fetz and Barbirolli profess to believe 
him prejudiced against traditional 
composers to such an extent that he 
is incapable of appreciating them. 











However, even some of those who 

disagree with Thompson's reviews 

think that his unorthodox opinions 
(Continued on page 21) 


FILM MUSEUM 
IN HOLLYWOOD 








Hollywood, Nov. 5. | 


Film history will be perpetuated 
by establishment of a Musium of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 
backed by a four-way combination 
consisting of the film studios, the 
local Chamber of Commerce, the 
Museum of Modern Art Film Library | 
in New York City and the Academy | 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sci-| 
ences. 

Probable site for the Museum is | 
the old Trocadero nitery on Sunset | 
Strip, on which an option has been | 
taken by Walter Wanger, president, | 
and Donald Gledhill, executive sec- | 
retary of the Academy. Arrange- 
ments have been made with John 
Hay Whitney, John Abbott and other 
execs of the New York Museum for | 
the exchange of exhibits and mate- | 
rial. Idea is to show the advance of 
picture-making, with stress on his- 
torical, mechanical and artistic im- 
provements. 


Scully Sues, Charges 
Rep as Writer Damaged 


Los Angeles, Nov. 5. 

Frank Scully, writer and former 
secretary of the State Department 
of Institutions, filed $140,000 damage 
suit against Dr. Aaron J. Rosanoff, 
director of that department; Mar- 
jorie J. Reuman, secretary, and Al- 
berta Belford, deputy state attorney 
general, charging malicious prosecu- 
tion. 

Scully was discharged from the 
Department of Institutions on Oct. 
21, 1939, and later accused of mis- 
appropriating funds. He was ac- 
quitted of the charges and now 
claims the accusations damaged his 
reputation as a writer. 


| 








TENNESSEE ROMEO 
Eric Barnouw Thinks the Locale Fits 
the Old Plot Ideally 


Eric Barnouw, the radio author, 
has collabed with Ethel Parke Rich- 
ardson in writing a hillbilly version 
of ‘Romeo and Juliet.’ It’s laid in 
the Tennessee mountains, where, 
Barnouw points out, they still speak 
Elizabethan English and _ family 
feuds and 14-year-old brides are also 
appropriate to the scene. 

Pasadena, Cal., Playhouse will try 
out the play in January. 


She'll Finally Be Seen 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 








ithe comedy, musical and educational 
‘sort, is reported planning to go into 


FOR COMMERCIAL SHORT 


Charles Butterworth has just 
completed a commercial short for 
Westinghouse Electric, for which he 
was paid a reported $5,000 for five 
days’ work. Believed first time a 
Hollywood name has appeared in a 
commercial short. Picture was pro- 
duced by Paramount at its Astoria 
/(N.Y.) studio. Understood Westing- 
house will make a number of addi- 
‘tional shorts with other picture 
| names. It is trying to keep its pro- 
| Sram in this line secret for the mo- 
iment, 





Paramount, which has previously 
made only non-commercial shorts of 


the commercial film market inten- 


° P | 
sively in future. 





RENO’S REVERSAL 


Beaucoup Marriages, Few Diverces— 
New Gretna Green 





} 
| 


Reno, Nov. 5. 


Whether it is the draft or just the 
climate, Reno’s marriage license bu- 
reau has had a boom for six weeks 
' that has shattered all previous rec- 
ords and rung the county's cash reg- 

lister to the tune of several thousand 
dollars. 

| At $2 per copy, 3,690 couples pur- 
chased marriage licenses here during 
the six weeks’ period ending Oct. 15. 
Most of them were from neighboring 
California, and the ministers and 
judges reaped a harvest at a mini- 
mum of $5 per marriage. During the 


were filed, 

California’s gin marriage law, 
coupled with its recently enacted law 
requiring physical examination of 
license purchasers, is shifting a large 
number of California marriages to 
Reno, but in no six weeks’ period in 
the past has the cavalcade been so 
large. It was about two months ago, 
when the draft talk reached definite 
proportions, that the trek over the 
Sierras began. 

Reno is not the only beneficiary 
from California’s marriage laws, and 
hundreds of couples are wed in Car- 
son City, Virginia City, Las Vegas 
and other points near the California 
border. Las Vegas is taking much of 
the business that once went to Yuma, 
Ariz., from Los Angeles. 


Joan Bennett's 
Ritz Irks LaG. 
Airport Newsmen 


Joan Bennett made a bid for the 
crown formerly worn by her sister, 
Bennett, when she | 








Constance 





DeMILLE’S NEMESIS 


August Schwartzman a Perennial 
Pest 





| 





Chicago, Nov. 5. 

Cecil B. DeMille, returning to Chi- 
cago from New York, was accosted 
by one August Schwartzman in the | 
lobby of the Blackstone hotel last 
week and for the rest of his stay in 
town DeMille was guarded by the 
police to prevent a recurrence of 
any such incident. It appears that 
Schwartzman had been a perennial 
pest for DeMille and at one time had 
| been sent to an asylum in Los An- 
|geles for bothering him. 
| Schwartzman was waiting for De- 
| Mille when the producer arrived on 
| Thursday (31) morning. He shouted 
at DeMille, and then ran out of the 
lobby and disappeared. Police are 
particularly anxious to learn how he 
knew so accurately the DeMille 
itinerary and movements, 


Refugee MacDowell Kids 
Finally Get 20th-Fox Call 


Philadelphia, Nov. 5. 
Roddy and Virginia MacDowell, 
British refugee child film stars, have 
been living in nearby Lansdowne 
with broker J. B. Yarnall since their 
arrival here last fall. 





three months they’ve been waiting | 
for a call from Hollywood, but no | 


soap. Last Thursday (31) 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox telephoned Yarnall’s home 
to get the moppets out to Hollywood 
pronto for parts in ‘How Green Is 
My Valley,’ but the kids weren't 
home. 

The call 
the studios of WCAU. 
|pearances on the Horn & Hardart 
children’s program. 


ARLEN’S PLANE PLANT 
Wichita, Kans., Nov. 5. 

Richard Arlen, who has recently 
formed Arlen-Probert Aviation 
Corp. at Van Nuys, Cal., flew in here 
|Saturday en route to visit parents 
jin St. Paul. 
| Keenly interested in aviation ex- 
| pansion here Arlen said he would 
|fly back here latter part of week 
and spend couple of days with 
friends and inspect local aviation in- 
dustry. 








| 


| 
Betty Jane Rhodes, billed by the, SAILINGS 


Don Lee network as the original! 


Nov. 27 (Rio de Janeiro to New 


television girl, goes under contract! York) Cynda Glenn (S. S. Argen- 


at RKO. 
Deal is for two pictures, with op- 
tions. Gal-is a singer and looker. 


tine), 
| Nov. 1 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
'Kay Erancis (Matsonia). 


een 


For the past | 


finally reached them at 
They were | 
getting tryouts for cuffo radio ap- | 


|'snubbed reporters on leaving La- 


Guardia Field (N. Y.) last week for 


same period only 288 divorce suits | 


es 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 
SEFFEFFFEFEFEFFOEOD 
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Hollywood, Novy. 5 
Arrived here by super-Greyhound and believe me, the sun here js beau- 
'tiful. When the bus pulled in it was coming down in sheets. 20th Century. 
Fox was very kind. They sent an outboard motor to meet me at the dene 

My house here is situated on a bluff. I arrived just before the fin 
company called my bluff. 

Asked Jimmie Fidler if he read my coiumn. He said, “Yeh—and if jny. 
body calls you a writer—slug ’em.” I wonder what he means? (I'm try- 
ing to be a second Fidler and he calls me a big bassoon.) 

Have a lovely home in Beverly Hills—76 rooms and a kitchenette. It 
has a gorgeous living room with a sunken butler, beautiful drapes ang 
termites to match. 

Saw Alcatraz Island out in the bay. Understand that if a prisoner be. 
| haves himself at Alcatraz he gets a two-week vacation at Sing Sing— 
with pay. 

Found out that you never have to be alone in Hollywood. All you have 
'to do is get a loaf of bread and in five minutes you're a hostess. 
Broadway Dept. 


Understand that the new Ethel Merman musical makes it three hits in 
a row for Buddy DeSylva. Broadway Sam wired me (collect) that from 
now on more people will pass through the doors of ‘Panama Hattie’ than 
through the locks of the Panama Canal. 

In front of the Strand Bldg. one actor said, ‘I've gotta get work—vaude- 
ville is in my blood.’ Replies the other, ‘Oh—so that’s where it went.’ 

Abe Lyman is getting to the age now where the doctor looks him over 
and the girls overlook him. (Well, there goes the plug on my new song, 
‘Li'l Abner.’) 

Saw Jonn Garfield’s gangster picture, ‘East of the River,’ at the Globe. 
The picture proved that crime doesn’t pay—not the way it used to. 
Jack Whiting of the Jolson show bought himself a new car. 

it’s a combination 8 and 12—eight cylinders and 12 payments. 
Just before I left New York I did a command performance for my land- 
lord, ; 


pot. 
ance 





He says 


Hollywoodiana 


Feels great to walk down Hollywood Blvd. with Hedy Lamarr on one 
arm and Ann Sheridan on the other. That artist certainly did a great job 
of tattooing. 

Ladies of the film colony don’t use the expression, ‘Tall, Dark and Hand- 
some” (from my picture of the same name) to describe good-looking young 
fellows. They now say, ‘“Ooh—he’s so conscriptive.’ 

Judy Garland says I've got Robert Taylor’s face. The only trouble is— 
he’s wearing it. 

The loss of the foreign market has made it a little tough for people in 
Hollywood. Anyone with a clean shirt is now a dress extra. 

Asked Jimmy Ritz when he was going to get his proboscis operated on, 
He said, ‘One o'clock on thé nose.’ 

Music Dept. 

A youngster walked into Bregman, Vocco & Conn with a tune that he 
insisted was absolutely original. ‘Shake, mister,” said Frank Bregman, 
‘TI never thought I'd be face to face with Beethoven.’ 

Several Broadwayites heard a certain maestro’s recordings the other 
day. Said one, ‘If he’s a conductor I want a transfer.’ 

Dave Franklin is making plans to open his own music publishing house. 
His only trouble is figuring out how to get a piano into a phone booth. 

Radio Dept. 





the Coast. Toward the close of a} 
day when reporters had interviewed 
Betty and Benny Fox, Chicago-bound 
after finishing their work on the 
Sky High two-by-four platform at 
the Fair; Ethel Shutta, en route to 


Wish Bob Hope and Jack Benny wouldn't be so funny. 
they're on the air I get writer’s cramp. 

Heard a novelty band over KHJ. They played a tune the way it was 
written. 


Every time 


Hangnail Descriptions 
Alice Faye: A bustle surrounded by Don Ameche. Three Stooges: 
Fools rush in. Dr. Gaylord Hauser: Garbeau. Guy Kibbdee: A honeydew 
melon with legs. Mickey Rooney: M.G.M.’S annuity. Lana Turner: Shaw 


Chicago and Minneapolis; the | leave. 
Astaires; C. V. Whitney, chairman Observation Dept. 
lof Pan-American Airways, and With two Thanksgivings, the turkeys in California don’t go ‘gobble 


|; Mayor LaGuardia, to say nothing of 
President Rooseyelt on his whirl- 
| wind tour, it was Joan Bennett who 
chose to be haughty. 

| Miss Bennett appeared fatigued. 
When she turned her head to answer 
a question her words had to edge 


out sideward between barely opened | 


lips. For the anxious public it may 

be reporte.! that her next picture 

now is titled something like “Toarpar 
(Continued on page 22) 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Fred Beetson, 
|} Earl Carroll. 
| Jose and Paquita. 
| Lynn Farnol. 

Russell Holman. 
| Alexander Ince. 
John LeRoy Johnson. 
| Nunnally Johnson. 
Cliff Lewis. 
| Tom Lewis. 

Ed Perkins. 

| Bill Pine. 

Charles Schwartz. 
M. J. Siegel. 

Murray Silverstone. 
Loretta Young. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


| John Erskine. 

Julius Evans, 

Nat Finston. 
Edmund Gwenn. 
| Al Hall. 
| Sir Cedric Hardwicke. 
John Healy. 

Henry Herbel. 
Henry Jaffe. 

Cora Lane. 

Ralph Morgan. 
Manning O’Connor. 
Dorothy Peterson. 

J. Van Nest Polgiase. 
Dick Porter. 

Harry Revel. 

W. F. Rodgers. 
Hubbeil Robinson. 
Rosalind Russell. 
George J. Schaefer. 
Nichelas M. Schenck. 
Spyros Skouras. 
Leopold Stokowski. 
te} ry stuart 





gobble’ as they do back east. 
which week’. 

Talking about Thanksgiving Day, a certain indie producer doesn’t know 
whether to release his newest picture at about that time or whether to add 
a little cranberry sauce to it and serve the film for dinner. ) 

In Hollywood they get married for better or worse—but not for long 


They wander around crying, ‘Which week— 








the wolf in me.’ 


} 
| 


Eavesdropped at Grace Hayes’ Lodge: ‘Her sheep’s eyes always bring out 


Eavesdropped at Dave Chasen’s: ‘She’s in love with him—and so {fs he.’ 
I came mighty close to being barred at the Lakeside golf course. I played 


one day wearing a coat and trousers that nearly matched. 
Once made a picture so bad that when they put it up on the shelf the 


| film next to it moved away. 


Rice & Werner 
Pasquali Bros, 


Harry & Dennis Dufor. 
} 


Whatever Became of 


> 


Charles & Grace Keating 
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Barry 
Pressler & Klaiss 





Afterpiece 


In Hollywood the 10 best years of a woman’s life are between the ages 


| of 20 and 23. 





|New Mex. Gov’t to Keep 
| Lid on Gaming Spots 


| Mexico City, Nov. 5. 

Those who confidently figured that 
| the change of federal and territorial 
| governments on Dec. 1 would see a 
ilrevival of gambling at Tia 
Mexicali, Augua Caliente and what 


President Lazaro Cardenas’ tight lid 
on gaming. 

President Cardenas clamped down 
on these border spots soon after he 
took office in 1934. Gaming interests, 
it is understood, got a definite nega- 
tive when they sought to induce the 
incoming governmenters to ease up 
on the restriction. 


Ardrey’s Schedule 


Robert Ardrey, in New York after 
a writing stint at RKO, leaves in 
about two weeks for Texas, where 
he’il author a new legit play. It 
won't be ‘Death of an Indian,’ which 
he’s had outlined for more than a 
year. 

Will probably return to the Coast 
next summer to do another screen- 
;play for Garson Kanin to direct for 
RKO. 
2 £§ 








Juana, | 





| 
| 





Suit and Countersuit 
Again Over Ed Sheldon 
And Mrs. Barnes’ Play 


The mixed-up 
McClintic 





action of Guthrie 
against Edward Sheldon 


——e og oo pment — | and Margaret Ayer Barnes, in which 

spots, g sharp isappointm le ; 

pots, got : one k F “ ..| Sheldon has started suit against 

with the information that the new | Charles Frohman. Inc. Paramount 

administration intends to continue} ,; : pore oat  ' : 
mataae | Pictures, Inc., and Gilbert Miller, 


was further complicated Thursday 
(31) when Miller demanded that the 
N. Y. supreme court force Sheldon 
to bring in Mrs. Barnes as a co- 
plaintiff against him. Paramount 
and Frohman, Inc. The application 
will be heard tomorrow (Thurs.). 


McClintic’s suit claims that under 
his producer’s contract with Sheldon 
and Mrs. Barnes he was to receive a 
percentage of the film sale rights of 
the play, ‘Dishonored Lady.’ Since 
the authors collected from Loew's 
and its subsidiaries for plagiarism in 
‘Letty Lynton,’ McClintic claims he 
is entitled to his percentage, the 
plagiarism constituting a sale. 

Sheldon claims that McClintic lost 
all rights to recover any percentage 
when, during the eight-year court 
battle against Metro, the producer 

(Continued on ; age 22) 
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BEEF ON H'WOOD BONERS 





Many Drawn But Few Will Be Called 
From H’wood for Military Service 








Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Uncle Sam touched lightly on the 
expensive names of the film industry 
when he called his nephews for 
military service. Most of the high- 


salaried personages are above the 
draft age and many of the younger 
stars are in the matrimonial class. 
Outstanding draft-age bachelor is 
James Stewart, who drew No. 126 
and is ready to desert Metro and don 
a uniform as soon as the Army calls. 

Other 21-35-year thesps, some of 
whom are married and some bache- 
lors through the divorce courts, are 
Robert Taylor, John Shelton, John 
Carroll, Lew Ayres, Lee Bowman, 
Dan Dailey, Jr., Robert Young, 
Douglas MacPhail and Tony Martin 
at Metro; Andy Devine, - Michael 
Healy, Broderick Crawford and 
Noah Beery, Jr., at Universal; Errol 
Flynn, John Garfield, Jeffrey Lynn, 
Wayne Morris, Eddie Albert, Her- 
bert Anderson, Peter Ashley, David 
Bruce, William Lundigan, Dennis 
Morgan, William T. Orr, Anthony 
Quinn, Ronald Reagan and Cornel 
Wilde at Warners; Tyrone Power, 
Henry Fonda, Cesar Romero, John 
Carradine, Laird Cregar, Alan Cur- 
tis, Don Ameche, George Mont- 
gomery, John Payne, Robert Sterling 
and John Sutton at 20th-Fox; Gene 
Autry, John Wayne, Roy Rogers, 
Don Barry, Frank Albertson, Bob 
Livingstone and Smiley Burnette at 


(Continued on page 54) 


WB AND RICH’D AINLEY - 
SETTLE WITH SHUBERTS 


Suit of Select Theatres Corp. (Shu- 
berts) against Richard Ainley and 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., which | 
was discontinued in N. Y. federal 
court Oct. 7, has been settled. The 
settlement withdraws the action, and 
gives Ainley to Warner Bros., which 
will make weekly payments to Select 
which totaling $10,000 over the 
period of a year. Should Warner 
Bros. lift Ainley’s option the follow- 
iny year, monies paid Select will be 
increased. 

Action had sought an injunction 
and $100,000 damages against War- 
ners for ‘enticing’ Ainley from the | 
plaintiff. It was charged the actor 
signed a one-year contract with Se- 
lect on Jan. 22, 1939, at $300 weekly 
with options to 1943. A deal was set 
up by Select with Loew’s to lend out 
Ainley at $1,000 weekly for the first 
year, to $2,500 at the end of the third 
year. While negotiations were in 
Progress the actor signed with War- 
ner Bros. at $650 for the first year. 
Select charged breach of contract 
and asserted unless a temporary in- | 
junction could immediately be se- 
cured to prevent Ainley working for 
Warner Bros., the Loew's deal would 
be cold. 











» 


Vacation? 





James Stewart, who received 
a low number in the draft lot- 
tery last week, has told friends 
that he will not offer any ob- 
jections or excuses for being 
called for training. He explains 
that he will welcome a year’s 
vacation, which he’s been unable 
to obtain under the strenuous 
schedule Metro has maintained 
for him. 

Actor says he has the money 
to afford a 12-month layoff, 
which he hopes will be good for 
his health. He is unmarried. 


NORTH TO HEAD 
REPUBLICS 
PROD. 


ooo 








Robert North will likely be upped 
to the top associate producer spot 
at Republic, M. J. Siegel, studio’s 
production chief, said in New York 
Monday (4). With Rep about a year, 


North will take over the job vacated 
by Sol Siegel, whu has gone over to 
Paramount, 

North is now working on ‘A Flag- 
pole Needs a Flag’ and recently com- 
pleted ‘Meet the Missus,’ Higgins 
Family opus, about to be released. 
He also did ‘Melody und Moonlight,’ 
‘Sing, Dance, Plenty Hot,’ ‘Giri from 
Havana’ and a flock of others. He 
produced for Columbia before mov- 
ing to Rep. 

Albert J. Cohen, story and scen- 
ario head, who way reported in line 
for the Sol Siegel spot following his | 
production job on ‘Who Killed Aunt | 
Maggie,’ is needed in his present | 
position, Siegel said. He will be} 
handed additional picture to produce 
however, the Rep exec declared, to 
give him further experience. Per- 
manent promotion to producer ranks | 
may come, Siegel said, when Cohen’s | 
assistant, Morris Hanline, is able to 


DISNEY MULLS ‘UNCLE 
REMUS’ FOR FEATURE 











Atlanta, Nov. 5. 

Walt Disney is skedded to blow 
into this burg this week for purpose 
of doing spadework for cartoon fea- | 
ture based on Atlanta’s beloved Joel | 
Chandler Harris’ famed ‘Uncle 
Remus’ character. Writing to a per- 
sonal friend, Mike Way, executive 
secretary of Kappa Alpha Frat, Dis- 
ney said 








Boyer and Colbert Will 
‘Hold Back Dawn’ at Par 





‘We are chiefly interested in find- 
ing out all we can about the ‘Uncle 
Remus’ country—the atmosphere, 
dialects and so on, and I believe the 
best way to do this would be to make 





Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Charles Boyer and Claudette Col- 


bert team up for Paramount in ‘Hold | 


Back the Dawn,’ to be directed by 
Mitchell Leisen and produced by 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 


Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder 
are scripting. 





TIME FOR COMEDY 


Lombard Wants Lighter Yarn After 
Run of Drama 








Hollywood, Nov. 5. 

Carole Lombard is off the heavy 
Stuff for the time being and is 
Studying scripts to find a comedy for 
her next starred at RKO. Her latest, 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith,’ now in the 
Cutting room, is on the lighter side 
and she wants more in that vein. 

Previous to the ‘Smith’ film, Miss 


Ombard’s recent Pictures had run to 
drama. 


side trips about Georgia, with head- 
| quarters in Atlanta. 


| ‘The main purpose of our trip is | 
ito get an authentic feeling of the 
Uncle Remus country so we can do} 


las faithful a job as possible to these 
stories...’ 

Atlanta, through its mayor, Wil- 
liam B. Hartsfield, has already put 
in bid for ‘Uncle Remus’ preem. In- 
vitation was made last January when 
it was announced that Harris family | 
and Disney had closed for rights to 
make pic. 





The Invisible Voice 


in Metro’s ‘Ziegfeld Girl.’ 

Voice of the Broadway producer, | 
simulated by Powell, is heard once, | 
speaking over the telephone to Ed- | 


ward Everett Horton, who plays a | 





press agent. 


|their script at Bay Meadows. 


LATIN AMERICANS 
URGE FILM GARE 


Lack of Authenticity on U.S. 
Pictures with South-of-the 
Border Themes Is Basis of 
Squawks—Many Disputes 
Arise on Patriotic Themes 








CAUSES FRICTION 





Buenos Aires, Oct. 29. 
Unless Hollywood is willing to 
spend the time and coin on research 
and be very careful about subject 
matter and handling, it better stay 


away from South American pix 


themes if it wants to stay in the good 


graces of Latin audiences. That's 
the consensus of U. S. film represen- 
tatives long resident here, of the 
local industry, critics and a sampling 
of the public. 

Upbeat of interest in things south 
of the border, instead of pleasing the 
industry, which centers here, has 
many worried for fear some blunder 
may cause offense and prove a kick- 
back. Those surveyed emphasized 
that U. S. audiences and officialdom 
laugh off things which South Ameri- 


(Continued on page 22) 


Pic Biggies Get ‘Took’ 
By Jocks (Gotten To) 
With a Strong Pull 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Seven jockeys were yanked out of 








ture biggies are reading official 
scripts to learn how they lost ap- 
proximately $500,000 on various 
steeds which were ‘sure’ to win on 
various California tracks but were 
delayed in transit. 

The breakage started up in San 
Mateo county, where the riders read 


Geisler, new chief of the racing game 
in this state, didn’t think the acting 
was according to script, so he ordered 
an investigation. A flock of jockeys 
ad libbed, and now there is confu- 
sion in the California horse game. 

Improving the breed 
promulgated by some of the most 
substantial producers of Hollywood, 
is staggering on all four hoofs as a 
result of the jolt which revealed that 
a ring of gamblers was pulling the 
reins on horses which carried im- 
portant money. 

Horse racing has become Holly- 
wood’s leading outdoor sport. Exec- 
utives, producers, directors and ac- 


tors have been building up breeding | 


stables to saddle steeds on the five 
California tracks and to send a few 
ambitious entries to the eastern 
ovals. And along comes a gang of 
slickers. 

Long before P. T, Barnum there 
was a quaint adage: 

‘Never buck the other guy’s game.’ 


Col. Signs ‘Greatest 
Option Writer on B’way 


? 





K. 
‘The 


has signed Henry 
terms himself 


Columbia 
Moritz, who 


| greatest option writer on Broadway,’ 


to a straight six-months contract. 
He’s due on the Coast in about a 


| week. 


Amorg plays which Moritz has had 


| optioned but never produced is ‘To 


Helen,’ which Jerome Mayer held, 
and ‘M Is for the Million,’ 
Milton Bender and Al Lewis held 
and in which Jed Harris 


in San Diego. 

Harry Cohn, Col prez, who’s in the 
east looking over talent, 
Moritz. Writer is a former publicity 
man and musical librarian for Hugo 
Reisenfeld. 





Yesteryear's Illustrated Pop Song 
Slides May Come Back if Radio 
Feud With ASCAP Reaches Impasse 





> 


Mix St. at U 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Tom Mix Street is the new 
name for the old western thor- 
oughfare on Universal’s back lot 
where more than 1,000 films have 

been made, wholly or in part. 
Studio claims it is the most 
photographed street in the world. 


LUNTS ‘NIGHT 
BACK TON. Y. 
IN SPRING 


Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
will bring Robert E. Sherwood’s 
‘There Shall Be No Night’ back to 
Broadway for a week next spring, 
at the completion of their present 
tour. Couple closed their engage- 
ment at the Alvin, N. Y., Saturday 
night (2) to a capacity-plus audience. 
Gross climbed during the final weeks 
and topped $22,000 the concluding 
stanza. 

















Jerry | 


which | 


is cur-| 

William Powell is heard but not | rently showing interest. He also au- , 
seen in the role of Florenz Ziegfeld thored ‘Angels on Wheels,’ produced | of preeming his RKO picture, ‘Three 
|Girls and a Gob,’ in Honolulu dur- 


inked | 
ithe holidays, which means close to 
| 100,000 sailors, soldiers and marines 
}as potential customers, — 


Lunt announced the plan in a cur- 
tain speech at the final performance, 
after an ovation from the audience. 
Thanking those present for their re- 
| sponse, he revealed the intention of 
| bringing the play back to New York, 


their saddles and a lot of motion pic- | and concluded, ‘We think it will still 


| be good next spring—we think it 
| will be good as long as there’s a 
| cause for the freedom of the human 
spirit.’ Intermissions for the last 
| performance were shortened to al- 
| low the company to catch a train for 
| Ottawa, where they opened the tour 
Monday night (4). 
‘Night’ played a total of 23 weeks 
|on Broadway, with a four-week lay- 
off during August. Total gross for 
|the engagement was about $390,000, 
|according to Variery boxoffice esti- 
| mates, 


HOPE GROSSES $49,500 
AT S. F. AUTO SHOW 


San Francisco, Nov. 5. 





of horses, | 





lB 


auto show appearance in Civie Audi- | 


torium here with total estimated 
| gross of $49,500. 


Evenings were excellent through- | 


out, but in first five days matinees 


were way off, failing to respond to | 


the most heroic treatment. After- 


noon business improved, however, 
last Tuesday (29), when extra acts 
were added Saturday (2) broke 
all-time record for single day’s at- 


tendance. 
Hope got a page-one splash Thurs- 


day (31) with a draftee gag where- 
in Hope played host to the first 28 
localites called and their lady 
friends. Affair started with cham- 


pagne dinner at Sir Francis Drake, 
including an NBC airing at 8 p. m.,a 
trip to the Auto Show and a grand 


finale at Tom Gerun’s Bal Tabarin ' 


| nitery. 


- 


‘Critics Will Storm Their 
M.E.’s for This Assignment 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Harold Lloyd is mulling the idea 








ing the Christmas holiday season. 
Fleet puts in at Pear] Harbor for 


ob Hope wound up his nine-day | 
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The old illustrated song slide 
singer, a familiar figure in American 
theatres until about 12 years ago, 
may be resurrected in modern form 
because of the withdrawal of the 
music of the American Society of 


Composers, Authors and Publishers 
from radio broadcasting after Jan. 1 
next. Songpluggers of this type 
went from theatre to theatre in the 
chief cities and got up in the audi- 
torium or upon the stage if there was 
one, to yodel the current plug songs 
of Tin Pan Alley without pictures 
thrown on a screen. In the early 
days of broadcasting the same pub- 
lisher-employed singers began mak- 
ing the primitive radio stations. They 
would come galloping ints a radio 
studio and nudge the announcer, 
‘Quick, put me on the air. I'm ona 
marathon.’ 

With music publishers affiliated 
with ASCAP now obliged to re- 
examine other sources for song ex- 
ploitation it is further expected that 
vaudevillians may get a betes their 
pipes are still in working order. 

Imminence of a split between ra- 


(Continued on page 18) 


DIXIE DUNBAR FILES AS A 
BANKRUPT; OWES $2,566 


Christine Dunbar, known as Dixie 
Dunbar, actress employed at the 
| Plaza hotel, N. Y., until this week 
|when a new show opened at the 
hotel’s Persian Room, filed a volun- 
| tary petition of bankruptcy Saturday 
| (2) in N. Y. federal court, listing no 
| assets and liabilities of $2,566. Dur- 
ing 1939 Miss Dunbar earned $11,000 
ke this year only $2,000. 














Largest creditor is I. Magnin & 
| Co., owed $1,686 for goods purchased. 
| Bautzer & Ryan of Hollywood are 
| owed $144 for services. 


— 
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Joe Kennedy States It's Too Soon 
To Prophesy on British Film Coin 


‘7 Best’ 
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_4 _ PICTURES 
Report Steuer Had Goldwyn's UA | Ks Army Fe aenge 


© | RKO is trying to clear Kay Kyser 
wit t ut I ucer a e |for a February start on his next 
starrer, ‘In the Army Now,’ orig- 








inally slated for summer produc- 
tion. 

Studio execs fear the draft story 
may be dated by next summer. 











a 


‘No War Stuff’ Order 


Settlement of the long-standing Results of negotiations in London 





feud between Samuel Goldwyn and 
United Artists was all but con- 
summated last July, but Goldwyn at 
the last moment repudiated the steps 
taken by his counsel, the late Max 
D. Steuer, and called the whole 
thing off, it has just come out, 
Preliminary terms had been agreed 
on and attorneys for the principals 
were ready to sit down to work out 
final details when Goldwyn _ inter- 
jected his nix. 

Agreement called for the abroga- 
tion of the contract for distribution 
of the Goldwyn product through UA. 
Proviso was that Goldwyn would sell 
his 20% stock interest in the dis- 
tributing company for $250,000, and 
UA immediately would forego its 
percentage as sales agency for ‘The 
Westerner,’ giving the producer the 
right to distribute the picture through 
one of the other companies. At one 
time he was negotiating with War- 
ner Bros. as the sales organization 
for ‘The Westerner.’ 

Reason why the settlement agree- 
ment, tentatively set by Steuer, was 
called off by Goldwyn is not known. 
Chief cause of his complaint against 
UA was that the company had made 
distribution deals with several inde- 
pendent producing units to which 
Goldwyn objected but was over- 
ruled by stockholding associates. 

Battle between the distributing 
company and the producer has been 
a bitter one, and the present dis- 
closure is the first intention of any 
effort by the sides to get togethtr. 
Although the principals have always 
been the essence of politeness in ex- 


pressing regard for each other, there ; 





No newsreels with war or 
battle scenes in them can be 
played in theatres in conjunc- 


tion with Charles Chaplin’s ‘The 
Great Dictator, Word to that 
effect was sent out by United 


Artists last week to all of its 
exchanges. 

Ruling was made by Chaplin 
himself, who feels there is 


plenty of reminder in the pic- 
ture of Hitler and war without 
any further contributions from 
the newsreels. 








‘Labor’s Truce; Co-op To 
Get Fantasia B’way 


Premiere on Schedule 


Electricians and sound men in- 
stalling special equipment for Walt 
Disney’s ‘Fantasia’ at the 53d St. the- 
'atre, N. Y., are working night and 
day to get the job completed in time 
for a press preem slated next Tues- 
day (12). Jurisdictional dispute be- 
tween two unions delayed the work 
for six days, necessitating the pres- 
ent rush. 

Compromise between the two la- 
bor groups involved ended the tieup 
at midnight last Thursday (31). 
Members of both are working side 
by side, in at least temporary 
amity, after Disney offered to go to 














Film Biz Sets 
Up Coordinating 





— 


Picture business set up an industry 
Coordinating Committee on U. S. de- 
fense last week in order to facilitate 
the contribution of motion pictures 
to the nation’s defense program. It’s 


divisions of the film business, plan 
being sponsored by Barney Balaban, 
Nate J. Blumberg, Jack Cohn, Sid- 
ney R. Kent, George J. Schaefer, 
Nicholas M. Schenck, Maurice Sil- 
verstone and Harry M. Warner. 

The Coordinating Committee con- 
sists of George J. Schaefer, chair- 
man; Barney Balaban, Joseph H. 
Hazen, William C. Michel, Nicholas 
M. Schenck and R. B. Wilby. Francis 
S. Harmon, executive assistant to 
Will Hays, has been selected as 
Coordinator, reporting te this com- 
mittee. He already has made the 
essential contacts with national de- 
fense agencies, with suggestions to 
be transmitted through him. 

The importance of theatres in na- 
tional defense effort has been taken 
;care of through a special theatre 





has been a strong undercurrent of | almost any lengths to get the in-|committee comprising Joseph Bern- 


recrimination, 

Next step in the legal shadow- 
boxing may take place this week 
when UA will make a motion that 
Goldwyn’s whole suit against it be 
thrown out of court. 
maintain that Goldwyn’s attorney, 
George Z. Medalie, has not followed | 
the instructions of Judge Vincent L 
Leibell in filing an amended com- | 
plaint. U. S. district court judge | 
ordered, according to UA counsel, | 
that Goldwyn’s request for an in- 
junction be separated from demands | 
to break off his connections with UA. | 
These are still scrambled together, | 
UA will maintain, in the amended | 
complaint. 

With two major law firms already | 
in its legal bullpen, U\ in the past 
couple weeks has lined up another, 
former judge, Joseph M. Prosbauer. 
Latter’s activity will be limited to 
the Goldwyn matter, while O’Brien, | 
Driscoll & Raftery and Schwartz & | 
Frolich will continue to take an ac- | 
tive part in the producer suit as well 
as handle general legal matters, 





MILITARY CYCLE 


20th-Fox Rushing Its Pic — Metro, 
Par and Lloyd All Set 
Hollywood, Nov. 5. 

20th-Fox is shoving ‘Rise and 
Shine’ ahead on the _ production 
schedule for a November start in the 
race to hit the market with military 
service features. Story deals with 
reserve officers training camp. 

Metro’s ‘Flight Command’ is in the 
cutting room; Paramount’s ‘I Wanted 
Wings’ is nearing completion, and 
Harold Lloyd’s ‘Three Girls and a 
Gob’ is approaching its final scenes 
at RKO. 

20th-Fox will make ‘The Eagle 
Flies Again’ with Henry Fonda and 
Don Ameche in the leads. Yarn, by 
Robert Hopkins and Martin Hudson 
is based on exploits of young U. S. 
fliers who joined up with Britain’s 
RAF. 








Loretta Young West 


Loretta Young, in New York va- 
cationing 
Lewis, Young & Rubicam ad agency 
exec, will return to the Coast next 
week. She’s slated for an appear- 


17. Vehicle is ‘A Star Is Born’ 
Miss 


at Paramount around Dec. 1. 


Hoofers’ Film Deal 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
20th-Fox signed the three Wiere 
Bros., comic precision dancers in the 
local ‘Folies Bergere’ company, for 
one picture with options. 
Trio will be spottéd in one of the 
plant’s musical films, 





te ee 


Yourg’s next film commit- 
ment is ‘Ballerina,’ skedded to start | 


stallation under way. Unions are 
|Local 1, IATSE, which generally 
| handles equipment maintenance and 
| operation, and Local 3, International 


| Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 


Distrib will | which ordinarily makes installations 
|in new buildings. 


Socialite preem has been set for 


| ‘Fantasia’ Nov. 13, proceeds to Brit- 


ish War Relief. Hal Horne, Disney’s 
eastern rep, was particularly anxious 
to avoid a delay in this, as well as 
the publicity and promotion in mags 
which also are set to break around 
that time. 


Farnol Precedes UA 





Head, Att’y to Coast 





Lynn Farnol, United Artists pub- 
ad chief, will plane to the Coast to- 
day (Wednesday), preceding Murray 
Silverstone and Charles Schwartz, 
company’s head and attorney, re- 
spectively, who leave tomorrow 
(Thursday) by train. 


Farnol will be on the Coast about | 


a week making preliminary plans 


|for a campaign on ‘Flotsam,’ Loew- | 


Lewin production, and also work on 


|opening of ‘Great Dictator’ in L. A. | 


| He’ll be gone about a week. 
Silverstone and Schwartz will be 


away from New York from two to! 


| three weeks on business which in- 


cludes revision of Edward Small’s| 


| producing deal with UA. 


Raft Powders ‘Wolf’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 

John Garfield took over the role 
turned down by George Raft in ‘The 
Sea Wolf,’ the Jack London story 
which started yesterday (Mon.) at 
Warners with Edward G. Robinson 
in the starring role. 

Raft has been at odds 











with the 


Burbank studio since he refused to | 


|play in ‘South of Suez,’ a role turned 
‘over to George Brent. ‘Siesta in 
; Manhattan,’ to which Garfield had 
|}been assigned, has fP8en shelved 
| temporarily 


with her husband, Tom | 


‘hard, chairman; A. H. Blank, Harry 
Brandt, Si H. Fabian, John Harris, 
|Ed Kuykendall, Charles C. Mosko- 
| witz, John J. O’Connor, R. J. O’Don- 
nell, E. V. Richards, Spyros Skouras, 
R. 3B. Wilby and Nathan Yamins. 

| Notified of the film business’ pur- 
pose, Secretary of War Henry L. 
|Stimson lauded the patriotic spirit 
|which prompted the plan. Secretary 
iof Navy Frank Knox declared he was 
| delighted with the arrangement 
i\while Secretary of State Cordell 
Hull likewise voieed approbation of 
the industry action. 

Third committee, equally vital, is 
the Studio Production committee on 
ithe Coast, headed by Y. Frank Free- 
man. Other committees already 
\functioning are Newsreels Commit- 
tee, E. B. Hatrick, chairman; Short 
|Subjects, William Clark, chairman; 
Distributors Committee, William A. 
Scully, chairman; and Theatre Pub- 
licity committee Oscar Doob, chair- 
man, 





Hollywood Committees 
Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Motion picture industry is tossing 
all its facilities to the United States 
Army in the production of films to 
| aid the training of the nation’s new 
soldiers for defense. 


| this week, and shooting of military 

training shorts starts 

after their arrival. 
Filming of all training pictures is 


chell as general manager. Y. Frank 
Freeman, chairman of the newly or- 
ganized Motion Picture Production 
Defense Coordinating Committee, ap- 
| pointed Darryl F. Zanuck, Sam Bris- 
| kin and Major Nathan Levinson as a 
sub-committee to work in unison 
with General Joseph O. Mauborgle, 
chief of the U. S. Army Signal Corps, 
and carry out his plans for team 
work between the studios and the 
training camps. 

Zanuck designated the Research 
Council, consisting of the leading 
| technicians of the film industry, as 





the functioning group, and Mitchell | 


| was sent to Washington for techni- 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Defense Bodies 


all to be worked out by various 


Officers from | 
| the U.S. General Staff are due here | 
immediately | 
| Skater in 1935 and to have nego- | 


under supervision of the Academy | 
Research Council, with Gordon Mit- | 





Hollywood, Nov. 5. 

Jerry Wald ana Richard Ma- 
caulay pick seven outstanding 
films in their just published an- 
thology ‘The Best Motion Pic- 
tures of 1939-40’ (Dodd, Mead; 
$3.50). 

Topping the list are ‘Goodbye, 
Mr. Chips,’ ‘Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington,’ ‘Ninotchka,’ ‘Destry 
Rides Again,’ ‘Bachelor Mother,’ 
‘Rebecca’ and ‘Dr, Ehrlich’s 
Magic Bullet.’ 














Erlanger, Philly, If 
Leased to Goldman, 





Philadelphia, Nov. 5. ° 
William Goldman, former boss of 
the Stanley-Warner circuit here and 
now operator of an indie chain, is re- 
ported dickering for a lease on the 


Erlanger with a view of giving 
Warners a little competition down- 
town. 

If the deal goes through, it will 
make the first threat to Warners 
strangle-hold on the first run situash 
here in five years. It’s no secret that 
the distribs would like to see an 
jindie in the first run field so that 
they'll be able to get better prices 
for their product. 

A couple of weeks ago Paramount 
had balked at the deal offered by 
Warners but had to capitulate be- 
cause there was no other outlet for 








its product.downtown. Because deals | 


have already been set for this year, 
Goldman (if he gets the house) will 
|probably run the Erlanger for legit 
productions until the new season’s 
buying starts. 

With the Erlanger for first runs, 
|distribs would be able to sell to the 
|Sablosky-owned Arcadia for second 
\runs and to indie nabes in the event 
ithey are unable to get satisfactory 
| deals from Warners, 

The Arcadia is the only indie 
house in the central-city area 
present outside of the tiny Studio, 
| which specializes in foreign and arty 
pix, 


‘Scanlan’s $92,000 Suit 
Vs. Sonja Nears Its End 


| Trial of Dennis R. Scanlan’s $92,- 
000 action against Sonja Henie, which 
has been in progress for a week in 
N. Y. supreme court, drew closer to 








its finale Monday (4), when the 
actress took the stand for several 
hours in her own defense. Suit 


claims commission for allegedly se- 
curing Miss Henie her job at 20th- 
Fox. 
Scanlan claims to have met the 
tiated an oral contract calling for 
15% of her earnings on any film job 
he could secure her. Howard Nich- 
| olson, ice coach, testified as to the 
introduction of the two, and Irving 
Marx, European 
Orsatti & Co., testified as to discus- 
| sions of a film contract with them in 
| Europe. It was also disclosed by the 
plaintiff that the actress has earned 
$639,895 to date from 20th-Fox, and 
her contract has one more picture to 
Zo at $135,000. Miss Henie also had 
not paid Scanlan for her passage to 
| the U. S. or that of her father and 
mother, as well as living expenses in 
| 1936. She has paid him a percentage 
| of her earnings in ice-skating exhibi- 


| tions, however. 
While on the stand the actress de- 
nied the existence of a contract and 
blamed circumstantial evidence for 
the apparent agreement. She insists 
that Scanlan had nothing to do with 
| her securing of a film contract. Trial 
| will probably end today (Wed.), 

when the actress will be cross-exam- 
| ined. 





| 
|Sperling’s 20th Tee-Offer 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 

‘Stand Up and Cheer,’ first pro- 
ducing chore for Milton Sperling at 
20th-Fox, goes before the cameras 
early in December. 

_ Sperling has three other produc- 
tions on his schedule, ‘Sun Valley,’ 
‘Whispering Wires’ and ‘Dangerous 
Lady.’ 





Would Buck Warners 


at | 


representative of | 


to get frozen U.S. film coin out of 
England probably will be k:.own at 
the end of this week, Ambassador 
Joseph P. Kennedy told Vanierr 
Monday (4). Kennedy has been con- 
fabbing with Will Hays on the situa- 
tion since his arrival in this country 


last week and has been in touch by 
cable with the negotiators abroad. 

Whether or not the situation looks 
favorable for American companies to 
Increase the coin they were per- 
mitted to withdraw under the old 
agreement, or whether it can be held 
even at the same level, Kennedy re. 
fused to say. 

‘I won’t prophesy,’ he declared, ‘be- 
yond the fact that there wil! proba- 
bly be something definite before the 
end of the week.’ 

U.S. Embassy in Britain is par- 
ticipating in the negotiations, Ken- 
nedy said. They are being carried 
on principally by F. W. Allport, Hays 
office rep in London. 

Agreement in force during the past 
year expired on Oct. 31. It permitted 
removal to the U.S. of $17,500,000 by 
'seven major companies, with Uni- 
versal getting an additional $1,500,- 
000 or thereabouts under a separate 
agreement. There have been vary- 
ing reports since negotiations started 
for a new pact that the total might 
be reduced to anywhere from 
$5,000,000 to $12,000,000. 

British Proposal 


Current deal suggested by the 
British, which has not been finalized, 
would give the seven U. S. dis- 
tributors $8,000,000 outright and 50% 
of the next $8,000,000 on an ‘if 
earned’. basis. This is figured by 
| American foreign department offi- 
| cials as amounting to $12,000,000. For 
; the year ending last Oct. 31, the 
| seven companies were allowed to 
; transfer $17,500,000 from London to 
|U. S. This was figured as half what 
| the seven distributors would earn in 
| the 12-month period after 30% was 
deducted for operating expenses. 

This figure was worked out in 
American dollars, and the present 
one is being aligned on the same 
| basis. Distributors claim that it is 
| the only equitable way the frozen 





| cOin situation can be handled. 


Hays will confer again with Ken- 
nedy, who as U. S. ambassador to 
England naturally represents all 
| business in any such trade negotia- 
tions. They may meet today (Wed- 
nesday) or later this week. Hays 
| likely will be back in N. Y. today or 
tomorrow from his home in Indiana, 
| where he went late last week to 
vote in the presidential election. Un- 
til the final order on frozen money 
is handed down by the British, all 
American distributor coin is being 
held temporarily in Great Britain. 
Ambassador Kennedy spent most 
| Of his time last week at Westchester 
| after his radio talk last week (29) in 
| defense of the Roosevelt administra- 
| tion. Some of his friends claim that 
| he is not in particularly good health 
and wanted a much needed rest. Ken- 
|}nedy may not return to London as 
| ambassador. He has been variously 
mentioned for the cabinet or to head 
the National Defense Board. Ken- 
nedy was the first head of the Se- 
curities & Exchange Commission, 
later in charge of the Maritime Com- 
mission and then was named ambas- 
sador, 








ALL PREPARED 


Giveaways (New in London) an Old 
Stery in America 





Columbus, Nov. 5. 

Arthur W. Kelly, UA vice presi- 
ident, speaking at the testimonial din- 
|ner in honor of ITOO president 
| Martin Smith last week, at the Desh- 
ler Wallick hotel, told of the hard- 
ships being faced by British exhibi- 
tors. He explained how bombing at- 
tacks frequently made it necessary 
for the showman to keep patrons 1n 
the theatre bomb shelters for 24 
hours at a stretch, making it com- 
pulsory they keep ample supplies of 
food, dishes and silverware, blank- 
ets, etc. on hand. 

President Smith, in his address, 
told Gen. Gilson Light, adjutant 
general of Ohio, another guest at the 
dinner, to advise the War Dept. that 
the American exhibitor organiza- 
tions were prepured. Said Smith, 
‘It won’t present any problem to US; 
we've been giving away for years 
all of the things mentioned by Mr. 








|Kelly as necessities!’ 
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HIT $3,000,000 CO-OP ADS 





Par’s Sales Method Under Consent 


? 








Reported that Paramount has al-| 
ready worked out the sales method | 
that will apply in the selling of its 
1941-42 product in blocks of five un- | 
der the consent decree and that this ss 
will be concerned in conferences; Mayor LaGuardia has apparently 
slated to start on the Coast Nov. 10/ concluded that the energy expended 
in connection with the 1941-42 aut last season’s fruitless struggle to 
uct. bring film production to New York 

Neil F. Agnew is said to have fig- can be more profitably directed in 
ured out the entire distribution plan | other channels. 
in the merchandising of pictures in| yeorge Sloan, chief of the Depart- 
groups of five but, so far as the trade | ment of Commerce, in whose hands 
is concerned, it’s under wraps until | falls the task of interesting new in- 
he is ready to sell. dustries in the advantages of the 

It is believed not unlikely that the |town on the Hudson, admits about 


LAGUARDIA GIVES IN 


Concentrating on Other 


Business 


Luring 
to N.Y. 











FILM BIT WOU LD Pix Split Between Roxy and Rivoli 
Decree All Set to Go, As and When TIRHTEN CONTROL Winds Up First- toms Bway Situation 





‘SALUTE TO FRANK WALKER. 
Distribs Conclude It’s a Mild 


Racket. With 50-50 Local _ Democratic Lancheos Really a Trib- 
’ | 


ute to Ex-Exhib 
Ad Costs Actually Bur- 


‘ | Luncheon which the motion pic- | 
dened Chiefly on the Ex- | ture division of the Democratic | 


| party tossed for Frank C. Walker, | 
changes | postmaster general, at the Hotel 





to be an industry tribute to the 
former exhibitor. 


REBATE GAG 


tive is highly regarded throughout 

Complete re-vamping of the film) the film business, and this was the | 
industry's practice of placing daily | frst opportunity the industry has | 
newspaper adv ertising cooperatively had to greet him since accepting the 
with exhibitors, as a stimulant for | position formerly held by James A. | 








| Astor, Monday (4) noon, turned out | 





41-42 program for Paramount may | films, ‘We've given up the idea. 
be even shorter than that of this |We're concentrating on other busi- 
year, which represented a drastic | nesses.’ 


cut from last season’s (39-40) 
schedule but that in setting up the 
budget for a curtailed product the 
studio will apportion larger sums for 
its pictures than ever before. 

Barney Balaban and Stanton Grif- 
fis are leaving today (Wed.), follow- 
ing their voting in New York. Agnew, 
Russell Holman, Sam Dembow, Jr., 
Leonard Goldenson and Leon Netter 
are also scheduled for the Coast 
huddles beginning Nov. 10 but may 
make some stops on the way out. 
Adolph Zukor, who is registered in 
California, arrived there during the 
past week to vote and await the N.Y. 
contingent. 


ODLUM ADDS RKO, KENT. 
DUMPS 20TH SHARES 





Washington, Nov. 5 
Appetite of Floyd Odlum’s Atlas 
Corp. (Jersey City) for RKO stock 


remained nippy throughout Septem- 
ber, according to the Securities and 
Exchange Commission’s summary of 
transactions released today (5). 
Corporation picked up 100 shares of 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum 6% 
ble papers on Sept. 13; 100 additional 
shares of the same on the follow: 
day; and 300 shares on Sept. 27. At- 
las—Odlum’s holding company—was 
credited at month’s end with 32,581 
shares of the 6% convertible; 594.318 
shares $1 par common and 327.812 
warrants for common, 
listed as beneficial owner 
than 10% of the RKO registered 
equity security. American Co 
appeared as owner of 268,230 sh 
of the $1 par common stock 
Other motion picture stock tran- 
sactions included dumping of 1,000 
shares 20th Century-Fox no _ par 
value common by Sidney R. Kent 
prexy, and 700 shares of the same 
stock by Seton Porter, 20th Century’s 
New York director. Kent retained 
Only 2,180 shares, while porter’s hold- 
ings were reduced to 176 shares. 
Loew's, Inc., of New York, gob- 
bied an additional 309 shares of the 
$25 par common stock of its New 
England stibsid, Loew's Boston The- 


of more 


7 
aiso 


are 


atres, bringing its total holdings to 
117,783 shares. Purchase of 100 
shares of General Theatres Equip- 
ment Corp. stock (capital no par 
value) by R. B. Larue, New York 
Official, also was announced, wit} 
Larue listed as owner of 600 shares 


Schaefer Flies East 


Hollywood, Nov. 5 
George J, Schaefer planed 
Monday (4) 


@asi 


players 
buildups. 
Other changes to follow recent 
Studio shakeup expected upon 
return 
week, 


being considered for film 





FORD TAKES ‘ROAD’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 5 


John Ford was handed the direc- | 


tor job on ‘Tobacco Road,’ which 
takes the place of ‘Man Hunt’ on 
the 20th-Fox production schedule 

Director leaves Thursday (7) for 
Georgia with a camera crew t 
backgrounds, 


his 
to the studio end of this 


RKO Takeover 
Of 26,000 K-A-0 


The RKO deal to acquire some 
26,000 shares of KeitH-Albee-Or-| 
pheum preferred stock held by Mike | 
Meehan is reported nearer 





converti- | 


ng | 


with the firm | 


0 shoot i 


pletion this week than at any time 
| since the parent RKO corporation 


announced its desire to bring pre-| 


ferred shares into the treasury as 
| part of the plan for simplifying the 
corporate structure. Several stum- 
bling blocks still remain in the path 
of actual consummation, according to 
official views on the situation, but a 
| pact satisfactory to all financial 
groups in RKO appears near, 

Meehan’s KAO preferred repre- 
sents about one-third of all shares 
outstanding. They are valued at 
more than $3,000,000 at present quo- 
tations. RKO would like to have 
| them in the parent company treas- 
| ury to save the cost on dividend dis- 
tribution each year. Also with no 
KAO preferred outstanding, the 
RKO management would be able to 
go ahead with other plans for sim- 
plifying the entire corporate struc- 
ture along more economical basis. 

Presently are four groups in RKO 
which makes it difficult to reach an 
| amicable agreement for the Meehan 
stock. Atlas, Rockefeller, RCA and 
Lehman Bros. each has a stake in 
the parent corporation, and thus far 
shown no particular disposition 
among themselves. Atlas 
Odlum) is about tops in 
of stock ownership, with 
594,318 common shares and 32,081 
preferred to its credit as result of 
acquiring an additional 3, 
of common and 1,400 shares of pre- 
ferred about a month ago. 

Whether some sort of stock trad- 
ing deal can be 


has 
to agree 
(Floyd B 


the matter 


Looks Good Now 


com- | 


228 shares | 


worked out to the} 


ings, is being seriously considered | 
by some of the major companies, It | 
is variously estimated that the com- | 
bined expenditures by the companies | 
for this type of exploitation exceeds | 
$3,000,000 annually, which is allo- 
cated among hundreds of news- 
papers. 

Reasons for a contemplated change 
in prevailing policies are attributed 
to dissatisfaction among distribution 
executives with the ever increasing 
exhibitor demands for additional 
home office apprepriations and ac- 
counting complications which result 
form lack of uniformity of space 
| rates among newspapers. It is even 
| charged in some quarters that many 
exhibitors have not been too scrupu- 
lous in the divisions otf custs. 
several have not been above taking | 
an advantage of money spent nation- 
ally by distributors by obtaining 
substantial reductions in local rates. 
»Amount of money spent in coop- 
erative newspaper advertising has | 
increased by leaps and bounds dur- 
ing the past several years. As orig- 








inally handled, it was the practice 
of some of the larger distributors 


| to appropriate sums for extra news- 
paper space in first-run tities in or- 
der to spur the boxoffice returns on 
percentage bookings. Where a thea- | 
tre normally sptnt $500 weekly in | 
| newspaper advertising and the dis-| 
tributor believed the receipts of a 


|}special film would be materially | 


| benefited by a heavy campaign, 
agreement was 
the display space 
| tor sharing 
amount. If a 
spent, 
share. 
Business departments of 
dailies were quick to grasp the op- 
portunity for increasing amusement 
lineage. As inducements to 
tributors many newspapers extended 


, with the distribu- 


total of $1,000 was 


to the companies the commercial | 
rates, predicated on a vo.ume of 


space to be used in a series of pic- 
ture campaigns. The 
(Continued on page 20) 





RECORD OCT. N.Y. DAILY 
AD LINEAGE BY AMU 


satisfaction of all parties concerned, | 


or whether the Meehan shares will 
be obtained through an outright pur- 
chase, has not been disclosed thus 
fal RKO is prevented from bor- 
rowing any coin for such purpose 
under the stipulated rules of the 
| court plan whereby it emerged from 
77-B 
. J 
Sabu Back in Jungies 


on home office matters | 
and to work out deals for two stage | 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Rudyard Kipling’s Kaya Book’ i 
the next starrer for Sabu, to be pro- 
duced early next year by Alexander 
|\Korda for United Artists release. 
Zoltan Korda directs from a script 
iby Laurence Stallings. 


| 
| 
} 
| 





Beetson Back West 


Fred Beetson, 


executive vice-pre i 


dent of the Association of Moti I 
Picture Producers, has left for 
Coast after huddling for about 10 
idays with Hays office officials in 
pf. 3b 4 


Beetson came east by boat via the 


|Panama Canal. 


S | sheet in 


Combination of events and open- 
ings during October gave New York 
newspapers their heaviest monthly 
quota of amusement advertising in 
a New York Times, with 72,- 
504 Li es, carried the largest vol e 
Since December, 1930. 

| Films accounted for the heaviest 
portion, 47,000 lines. Legit was next 
| witl 15,000, and miscellaneous en- 
tertain: 1c] a concerts, 
| brought 10,000 more lines. Help- 
'ing to raise the total was Loew’s 
faction in discontinuing its handout 


favor of a newspaper direc- 
tory. It was the largest single ad- 
vertiser on the Times’ amusement 
pages with 9,516 lines. 


| Another account which bought | 
|large space for the first time in 
months was the Roxy, which used 2,- 
| 000 1i Much of it was for ‘Brig- 
| ham pe (20th), with ‘Spring | 
Parade’ (U) and ‘Argentine Way’ 
(20th) adding up in the remainder 
Opening of ‘The Great Dictator’ at 
the Capitol and Astor was also a 
big space user, taking care of 5,845 
lines. Paramount took 5,004 lines 
and RKO, tor its directory, 3,340 
lines. 


first-run grosses and territorial book- | 


and | 


an | 
reached to double! 


one-half of the. extra| 
the distrib, paid $zou as his| 


the | 


dis- | 


national ad-| 


Farley. 





Exhibs-Metro 
Lunch Confabs 





Luncheons which Metro has al- 
ready tendered exhibs in four cities 
have become a definite part of the 
company’s policy in its effort to push 
| up domestic grosses and will be ex- 
tended to every exchange center in 





i 

'the country, it was learned this | 

| week, Friendly get-togethers of 
| this nature have been tossed by 


| other companies at scattered times, 

| but this is the first effort to make a 
regular part of sales policy. Idea 
|has long been held by William F. 
Rodgers, Metro sales chief, and 
they've been inaugurated since the | 
switch from RKO of H. M. Riehey, 
|exhib relations contact. 


Luncheons have been tendered in 
| Philadelphia, Cleveland, Chicago 
land Cincinnati and will be slated 
|for other keys as rapidly as they 
can be scheduled. They'll be held 
at least once a year in each terri- 
tory. Rodgers,sRichey and the dis- 
trict and exchange managers repre- 
sent the company at the meeting 

Reason for the conclaves, Richey 
said, is the company’s conviction 
| that sales terms to exhibs are now 
as high as feasible and the only 
way greater revenue can be achieved 
| to offset foreign losses is by increas- 
ing trade through the wickets. Met 
is therefore sitting down with 
hibs in friendly fashion to talk 
| the problem of upping profits 
| both sides. 

‘At the luncheon meetings we h 
| held so far,’ Richey said, ‘we 
discovered that theatre owners were 
|'never more conscious of the need 
of film producers for more revenue 
and were never more ready to help 

They've cheerfully discussed all pos- 
sible plans with us and have con- 
cretely evidenced cooperation 


| 


ro 
eXxX- 
over 
for 


ave 


in 
pushing up admissions for ‘Boom | 
Town.’ In addition they’ve been 
very active in refurbishing theatres, 
putting up new fronts and installing 


new 


equipment to make picture-go- 


ing more attractive, he added 
Metro’s campaign to improve ex- 
b relations’ has also increased 
R ‘hey’s traveling schedule He } 
ist returned from aftend exhib 
conventions in Atlantic City Mi 
vaukee, Jackson, Mich., Memph 
Pittsburgh and Columbu He leave 
hortly for the meets of the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Indiana 
at Indianapolis, Allied of Texas at 


Dallas, and ITO of Arkansas at Li ittle | 
Rock. 


Tone in Wall Street 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 

Joan Bennett and Franchot Tone 
were signed as co-stars in ‘A Girl's 
Best Friend Is Wall Street,’ first 


of 


a series of pictures to be produced 
by Charles R. Rogers for Columbia 
release 


Filming starts when Tone finishe 
in ‘Nice Girl’ at Universal. Richard 
| Wallace directs ‘Wall Street 


Help Steam B.0. 


have | 


| 
| 


‘the board 





| The first-run situation in New 

York which finds numerous second- 
ary theatres battling in the open 
market for film for the current 
| (1940-41) season is expected to be 
finalized under a deal which will 
| Split the Universal product under se- 
\lective contracts between the Roxy 
‘and Rivoli. Negotiations in this direc- 
tion between U and the two Broad- 
way houses have been on the fire for 
sometime but are likely to be con- 


Former Comerford circuit execu- |summated at an early date. 


Under the closing of a split deal, 
ithe product of all majors will be on 
icommitment for downtown New 
| York and for subsequent run, This 
{includes U, which is split on second 
run downtown and in nabes between 
the Loew and RKO circuits. The 
Roxy-Rivoli deal is one of the last 
on the agenda for U, which accord- 
ing to its sales manager, W. A. 
Scully, is running about 10% ahead 
of last year on its deals. 

‘Seven Sinners’ has been sold to 
the Rivoli pending finalization of ne- 
gotiations, while a few weeks ago U 
gave the Roxy the Durbin picture, 
‘Spring.Parade.’ It also sold Loew’s 
‘Argentine Nights’ for first-run at the 
| State, and in August made a special 
deal with the Paramount for Jules 
Levey’s ‘Boys From Syracuse.’ 


Other Deals 

As deals now stand, the Music Hall 
has selective contracts with RKO and 
Columbia. It also gets first call on 
oath Artists product, as available, 
and now and then is offered some 
| film from Metro and Warner Bros. 

Metro has its own showcase, the 
Capitol, as first choice and the Cri- 
terion as second choice first-run in 
‘event certain films are not submitted 
to the Hall, while Warner places the 
majority of its product in the Strand. 
| WB has not bought an outside picture 
\for the Strand in years. 
Paramount has its own Par as a 
| Showcase for its product but for 
overflow favors the Criterion unless 
something of higher than secondary 
first-run quality can be sold away 
such as ‘Christmas in July’ and ‘Vic- 
tory’ which the Rivoli have bought. 
| Twentieth-Fox shunts its ace pic- 
tures into the Roxy, the pending deal 
with U being to fill out on the 
Otherwise, 20th books first 
pretty openly in the market, includ- 
|ing on double bills at the Palace. 
| Such first-runs as the Rialto, Globe, 
Criterion and Bryant (latter occa- 
sionally getting a film on first crack , 
are forced to buy wherever they can 
get pictures since they do not have 
contracts with any of the major dis- 

(Continued on page 23) 


ERPI’S NEW FILM PTC. 





year. 
run 





| GADGET NOW IN USE 


New optical gadget, the Integrat- 
ing-Sphere Densitometer, just made 
available to Hollywood picture pro- 
ducers by Electrical Research Prod- 


ucts, Inc., speeds up the developing 
of film and vastly increases the uni- 
formity of final product. New de- 
vice not only saves coin in speeding 
the finishing operation, but improve 
the quality. Instead of depending 


on the eye und judgment of the in- 


dividual operator, this eliminates the 
human element without meddling 
with the accuracy. 

Instrument, developed i: ERPI 
Coast labs, is said to make the sound 
reproduction more lifelike than ever 
before. 


Whitney Washes Up S-I 


Hollyw ood, Nov. 5. 
ey, former chairman of 
of Selznick-International 


Jock Whitn 


Pictures, spent several days in town 
winding up the dissolution of the 
company 

In addition, Whitney went into 
huddles with film execs as a member 
of the Nelson Rockefeller comimis- 
ion seeking to improve friendly be- 
twe tl U.S. and Latin-American 
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U.S. 


Rules That Even Alien Filmers 


Are Subject to Cal Community Laws 


Washington, Nov. 5. 

Principle that the California com- 
munity property laws apply even to 
alien film actors, although their 
wives may not be in the United 
States, was further entrenched in the 
American tax statutes last week by 
a ruling in the case of Paul Cava- 
nagh, Britisher, whose spouse has 


spent only a few days in this coun- | 


try. 

Following the reasoning employed 
in deciding a recent tiff involving 
Herbert Marshall, the U.S. Board of 
Tax Appeals denied a claim of the 
Internal Revenue Bureau that Cava- 
nagh (real name William G. Atkin- 
son) is responsible for the income 
tax on all of his film earnings. 
Amount involved was not disclosed, 
although the controversy revolved 
around a Government demand for 
additional $982 and actor's attempt to 
collect overpayment of $1,995. 

Two issues were presented by the 
case. First, which Cavanagh lost, 
related to advance of $3,500 to a 
liquor salesman seeking added cap- 
ital for his business, which served 
studio workers primarily. The other 
was on the often-disputed community 
property law. 

After holding that Cavanagh could 
not deduct as a ‘bad debt’ the $3,500 
given one Rudy Pauly, the Board of 
Tax Appeals reaffirmed that ‘the 
domicile of the husband is the domi- 
cile of the wife’ and the actor was 
entitled to split his earnings, thereby 
halving his tax liability. His wife 
left him in Alberta in 1922 and has 
lived subsequently in Canada and 
England, visiting New York only 
once. 

The Government again endeavored 
to establish that, in order to take ad- 
vantage of the California community 
property law, an actor must show 
that his wife also lives in California. 
With one member dissenting, 
board of umpires said ‘even though | 
the wife never entered the State | 
of California in her life, we must 





DURBAN’S SUPPORT 


| Flock of Name Players to Be in ‘Nice 
Girl’ 








After experimenting with and 
without other b.o. names to back up 
Deanna Durbin in her recent star- 
'rers, Universal has decided to pile 
up added talent for the next. Lined 
'up for the comer, ‘Nice Girl,’ are 
|Franchot Tone, Helen Broderick, 
| Walter Brennan and Robert Bench- 
ley, in addition to some lesser names. 

Picture-before-last, ‘It’s a Date,’ 
|featured Kay Francis and Walter 
Pidgeon with Miss Durbin. Last one, 
‘Spring Parade,’ depended upon the 
young femme almost wholly for b.o. 
draw. Results obviously dictated the 
new policy. 

Henry Koster, who directed ‘Spring 
Parade,’ is expected to arrive in New 
York this week for a short rest be- 
fore beginning work on ‘Nice Girl.’ 
He had his tonsils nipped out about 
10 days ago. His wife has been east 
about six weeks and he’ll join her 
in Manhattan. 


Early Main Pic 
Clicks, So RKO 
Extends Plan 


---- 








RKO circuit in Greater New York 
has found the new handling of dual 
features at the night shows so Satis- 
factory at the 86th St. theatre that | 





it has inaugurated the same scheme 


th |at four other houses, the Columbia 
e 


and Strand, Far Rockaway; the| 
Park, Rockaway Park; and Marble | 
Hill, in the Bronx. 

Specific realignment of two fea- 


conclude that she was domiciled |tures so that the main picture goes | 
therein anal can thus avail herself of lon at 9:30 p.m. was made to satisfy 
the benefits of the community prop- | patrons who might want to see the | 
erty statutes. | top feature and not the second one. 

Catch in the decision, however, in- | This arrangement enables customers 
volves the wives in such situations. |to be out of the theatre by 11 p,m. 
While all of the film earnings can be|and makes it unnecessary to sit 
divided—regardless of what share the | through the minor feature to see the 
frau receives—under the precedents, | main film at a late hour. 





the Board held that the wives must | 
make a tax return on half of_the| 
hubby’s income. What happens when | 
she is not a resident of the U. S. was | 
not answered; presumably there is 
nothing this country can do about it 
unless she comes here and is served 
with a deficiency assessment. 








RKO STALLING ANY 
PFD. STOCK DIVVY 


| 


Directors of RKO again considered | 





the subject of dividend declarations | moving the 
on the preferred stock at the meet- | department 


ing last Thursday (31) but again 
took no action. Understood that the 
company does not intend making any 
dividend distributions until all claims 
of creditors and others involved in 
the corporation’s 
77-B have been entirely settled. 

The court has trimmed many of 
these but until the final settlement is 
known the company does not be- 
lieve the true financial-picture will 
be available for consideration on 
divvy matters. 


RKO earned its dividend require- | 


ments on the preferred for the first 
six months this year. Thus far, the 


dividends accumulated and unpaid | 


on such 
share. 


stock totaled $450 per 


RKO’s $317,816 Net 


Despite a writeoff of $1,328,374 for | 


depreciation and taxes, RKO and 
subsid companies reported net profit 
of $317,186 for the 39 weeks ending 
last Sept. 28. No equitable com- 
parison with last year’s earnings 
statement for that period because the 
corporation still was in receivership 
at that time and had numerous in- 
cidental expenses then. 

Profits from operations before de- 
ducting all charges totalled $1,865,- 
142. RKO also deducted $219,581, as 
‘provision for dividends accrued dur- 
ing the period on preferred stock of 
a subsidiary company, in hands of 
public (this presumably is Keith-Al- 
bee-Orpheum), before arriving at its 
net profit figure. 


emergency from | 





RKO HOME-OFFICE HQ 
~ REVAMPS ITS LAYOUT 


RKO is planning to rearrange its 
home office quarters in the RKO 








partment and picture units are more 
closely integrated. ActuAl plans 
have been drawn up, with only final 
okay by president George J. 
Schaefer remaining to put them into 
action, 

One of principal changes will be 
ad-publicity-exploitation 
to the 10th floor to give 
it more room. Presently in cramped 
quarters on the 12th floor, but under 


new setup nearly the whole 10th | 


will go to this department, 

Also in the realignment, an at- 
tempt will be made to keep various 
| theatre divisions together and apart 

from the distribution end of the cor- 
poration. Film portion similarly 
| will be concentrated on convenient 
| floors. Shift of the picture company 
| publicity-advertising staff to the 
new floor will make necessary mov- 
|} ing the purchasing and research 
divisions, negative and print depart- 
ment and possibly ad sales. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Mary Brodell drew player deal at 
Warners. 
Carol Adams inked acting pact at 
Republic. 
| Metro signed Arthur Rosenstein as 
vocal coach. 








Jane Johnson signed to acting con- | 


tract at Republic. 
Metro handed Melvyn Douglas new 
| player ticket. 
| Charles Quigley penned an actor 
contract at RKO. 
Warners lifted scripting options on 
| Phillip and Julius Epstein, 
| Virginia Van Upp drew new five- 
year writing deal at Paramount. 
| Alexander Knox inked an acting 
| pact at Warners, 


| Paramount handed Walter Abel a 
| term deal. 


A Conspiracy! 





Detroit, Nov. 5. 
Detroit, which often has felt 
that it has been neglected as the 
locale for motion pictures, still 
is shaking its head groggily over 

this one: 
Paramount’s forthcoming 
flicker, ‘F.O.B, Detroit,’ starring 
Joel McCrea, will have as its 
locale Nash's modernized auto- 
mobile plant—in Kenosha, Wis. 


OK on Ramparts’ 
Follows Flames 
Approval in Pa. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 5. 

The Pennsylvania Board of Mo- 
tion Picture Censors on Thursday 
(31) changed its mind about banning 
the RKO-March of Time’s documen- 
tary, ‘Ramparts We Watch,’ and al- 
lowed it to be shown in thé State 
after several very minor deletions 
were made. Only 105 feet of film 
was snipped, or a total of one min- 
ute and 15 seconds of running time. 
The scissoring was done in the 
scenes from the reels taken from the 
Nazi-made ‘Baptism of Fire,’ whose 
inclusion caused the original ban by 
the censors last month. 


The about-face of the board took 
place at a reviewing at the censors’ 
projection room. William Clarke 
Mason, attorney for RKO-MOT, an- 
nounced that his appeal to the State 
supreme court had been dropped. 
The scenes deleted were 22 feet 
depicting Nazi troopers pouring 
gasoline on a building in Poland; 36 
feet in which the commentator tells 
of what the Nazis plan to do to 
America, and 47 feet of the com- 
mentator repeating the Hitler threat 
to the New World. 

The film reopened the same day 
at the Park, Reading, and the Sen- 
ate, Harrisburg, from where they 
were yanked originally following the 
ban. Crowds greeted the film at 
both houses. At the Senate, Bod 
Sidman, manager, hung 105 feet of 
film outside the theatre to show how 
little was snipped. Advertisements 
in the Reading dailics ballyhoced the 
film as one that ‘the German Gov- 
ernment tsied to suppress.’ 

This echoed the statement of the 
MOT who blamed the 
censors’ barring of the film on pres- 
sure brought by the Nazi embassy, 
which the board vehemently denied. 

The film was originally okayed by 
the board and a seal granted. But 
later when the ‘Baptism’ reels were 
tacked on the pic was barred on the 
ground that it ‘tended to impair the 

















producers 





| Bldg., N. Y., so that the theatre de- |morals and was inflammatory.’ 


The ban brought a storm of pro- 
\test from prominent Pennsylvanians 
| and newspapers, which was re- 
|doubled when the board turned its 
|thumbs down on Paramount’s ‘World 
jin Flames.” This bar was subse- 
|quently lifted upon appeal to the 
| board. 
| Reports were current here that 
|Mrs. Edna Carroll, board chairman, 
|; would be supplanted after Jan, 1, 
but she denied it. 

‘Someone is trying to needle me.’ 
|she said. Mrs. Carroll is also vice- 
chairman of the Republican City 
Committee. She was placed in an 
|embarrassing position by the ban on 
| ‘World in Flames’ when the film got 
the approval of Wendell Willkie, for 
/whom she had been campaigning 
vigorously. 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 5. 


Original Pennsylvania State Cen- 
sors 


| Pitt’s Big B.O. 
} 


ban on ‘Ramparts We Watch’ 


|proved a pot o’ gold for little Ritz | 
| here where it was hurriedly booked | 
be within 48 hours after picture got | 


} an okay. On opening day last Thurs- 
,day (31), 800-seat house rolled up 
| ross of nearly $1,000, almost double 
| biggest single day spot has had since 
| it became a first-runner last January. 

‘Ramparts’ would have originally 
gone into 2,000-seat Warner but that 
| house is tied up with Chaplin film 
and WB wanted to cash in while 
news of censors’ change of mind was 
still hot. 





Metro Suspends Rita 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Metro yanked Rita Hayworth off 
the payroll for refusing a part in 
‘Maise Was Lady.’ 
Dissatisfaction with her role has 
been brewing for some time, 





Of People and Places — 


By THE SKIRT 


Best Dressed Woman of the Week 
ETHEL MERMAN 
‘Panama Hattie’ 
* 46th Street Theatre 











The Tropics Wouldn't Know Themselves 
The 46th Street theatre is a theatre where you can see and be 


Built like an arena it is just the place for a circus and the opening af 
‘Panama Hattie’ was a circus, Trouble was the audience was a competi 
tive attraction opening night. In terms of applause the show was almost 


coldly received. The women were so swathed in furs they didn’t hay 
freedom of their hands and the escorts must have suffered with lack . 
space. 

But ‘Panama Hattie’ is in. It is a field day for Ethel Merman She 
shines as Hattie. Clothes set easily on her slight, trim figure and prett 
limbs and feet. She is able to handle grotesque as well as modish gown, 
Appearing with a huge sheep dog, Miss Merman wears a short orange 
cloth skirt with tan bolero jacket dotted in gold. A chartreuse dress jg 
simply made and the sort of Kiki dress of white with all sorts of frijjs 
and very tight skirt, with veiled hat meant for comedy, is nevertheless 
becoming. There is an amusing bit of business with a mauve dress deco. 
rated profusely with cerise bows. It is a long white crepe gown that 
draws ah's from the women in the audience. It hugs the figure closely 
and oddly enough it had but one sleeve. The other side is off the shoulder 
and banded in silver beads, the bead motif also forming a half circle at 
the sleeved side of the bodice. Chamois and grey with a tan belt is an 
odd combination but lovely. Almost too simple is a turquoise blue organza 
with full skirt, tiny bodice, and puffed sleeves. 

Phyllis Brooks from pictures bobs up in this show in a part that is a 
little hard to take. Affecting a raspy voice it isn’t nice. But Miss Brooks 
does wear nice clothes. Raoul Pene Du Bois saw to that. His colors and 
more colors, and materials, run wild. Very costly must have been this 
production. The Brooks gal wears several outstanding numbers. One of 
an embroidered brown chiffon over green, is a dream. A _ periwinkle 
beaded dress is worn with a long mantle. There are also many short cloth 
dresses. Her hats are of the new off the face variety. A girl named 
Carmen D’Antonio has a body that a sculptor (or a broker) dreams about. 
Her first number has this body painted with bronze and her one other 
number has but a front and back panel with the tiniest of brahs. Apples 
are the decorations, also a large white hat. 

Panama City and the native girls down there should see this show and 
not recognize themselves. Colors run riot, with reds and purple the pre- 
dominating note. Fashioned in tiers and sarong they are breath taking. 
Head/dresses are of gold and every color of coque and pheasant. Joan 
Carroll, a child, is another Shirley Temple. Opening night her scenes 
with Miss Merman aroused the only real enthusiasm. Betty Hutton does 
her usual in her usual peter pan colored frocks. 

In the audience at the opening were noted Ted and Adah Lewis, 
Jack and Winnie Pearl, Ear] Carroll, Kitty Watts, Charlie and Mae Ein- 
feld, Milt Pickman, Billy Rose and his Eleanor, Jack and Flo Haley, Sari 
LeMaire,*Edie Simons, Mrs. De Sylva, Max Gordon, Irving Berlin, Ambas- 
sador and Mrs. Kennedy, Mary Margaret McBride, Dave Marx and Char- 
lene, Sylvia Sullivan with Ed, Cecelia and Milton Ager, Dorothy Kilgallen, 
Ben Bernie with the missus, Moss Hart, Bill and Jerry Morris, Nate 
Spingold, Jack Cohn, Louella Parsons, who sneaked in between shows 
at the State with Doc Martin, Lee Shubert, Major Bowes, Mark and Gladys 
Hellinger, Sophie Tucker, Harry Hershfield and Louis Shurr. 


Lewis-Tucker-Richman 


The show recently at Ben Marden’s Riviera is at the State for two weeks. 
Joe Lewis, Sophie Tucker, Harry Richman and the Chandra-Kaly dancers 
perform with the theatre orchestra on the stage instead of in the pit, Ed 
Shapiro, Sophie’s right hand man, has the baton. 

Joe Lewis, the best m.c. in any language, starts things rolling, and, of all 
things, Soph opens the show proper. She wears white. Plain skirt with 
gold embroidered top. Costly orchids decorate one shoulder, a diamond 
necklace glitters around the throat. 

The Chandra-Kaly dancers, very Latin, wear the usual ruffled costumes. 
Joe Lewis’ bit about commercials on radio is luscious. Harry Richman.is 
Harry Richman, the best dressed man of any week. 








Dressing ‘Return Engagement’ 

Jenkins made most of the sport clothes in ‘Return Engagement’ at the 
Golden and they are stunning, although there was too much repeat in the 
modelling. Bonwit Teller also gets program credit. Mady Christians makes 
her first appearance in a tailored two piece suit consisting of two shades of 
blue. A large felt hat turned up in front matched. White shark skin slacks 
and a white skirt has a print jacket. In the last act a flowing gown is of 
orange and lemon chiffon. With a full length cape matching. 

The best dressed woman in ‘Return Engagement’ is Leona Powers. 
Jenkins made all her dresses but one. For the most part they are sport 
clothes with one white chiffon evening gown, made with no trimming 
whatsoever. Long, full skirt, full sleeves and square cut neckline. An odd 
dress, but beautiful, worn presumably for yachting was of orchid lace over 
same color satin foundation. Audrey Christie wandered, but pleasantly, 
through proceedings in slacks and sport clothes with one yellow accordion 
pleated evening gown. Evelyn Varden who more or less ran away with 
the show as the manager of a summer stock company wears simple summer 
frocks, and a comedy evening gown. Augusta Dabney, Ruth Lott, Cary! 
Smith and Helen Reid made up the rest of the female contingent all dressed 
in the Jenkins manner. 

Bert Lytell noted as one of the best dressed men of the American stage 
wore suits to rave about. They were stunning and although Bert’s tailor 
doesn’t get credit, he could. 





Norma Shearer’s New Hair-Do 
‘Escape’ has finally arrived. It’s at the Music Hall and the talk of the 
town is or should be the comeback of Nazimova. She has little to do but 
how she does it. Nazimova proves the excellent performer she always was. 
Norma Shearer screens beautifully as ever, and she has a quiet dignity 








worthy of any great actress. Clothes don’t much matter in this picture, 
but the few Miss Shearer wears are truly lovely and her new hair-do is 
most becoming. For the most part the hair is parted in the center with a 
cluster of curls at the neck, and for a little while the long hair is worn in 
a coronet style. A house coat with a long cord at the waist line is the first 
worn. A checko peasant dress was of the full skirt and blouse with the 
embroidery of that country. A long black gown is severe in its simplicity 
with only a brooch as ornament. In a concert scene a white cape ankle 
length is trimmed with gold braid. 

The stage show at this theatre has once more turned to the magazine 
rack for inspiration. Thus, for Mademoiselle mag, the ballet corp is in 
lovely white meline costumes heavily trimmed with silver sequins. Movie- 
Radio Guide backgrounds three men and two girls, the Revuers a new act 
around town. Coronet bit is truly lovely. Three pictures hang at the back 
drop. One, Blue boy, Laughing Cavalier and Whistler’s Mother. The pic- 
tures came to life and were given a few comedy lines. Katherine Warren 
comes out of the frame to do a tap after discarding the skirt of Mother 
Underneath is a black tunic ending in red sequin ruffles and her legs 100k 
nice in sheer black tights. 





. Feeding Familiar Faces 

Sardi’s, at lunch time: Zorina, with George Balanchine several tables 
away, Edgar Allan Woolf, Mrs. Sherman Billingsley, Beatrice Kaufman, 
Stella Adler, Margaret Wycherly, Margalo Gillmore,. Otto Preminger, 
Richard Aldrich, Vinton Freedley and Ben Hecht. 
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LAST-DITCH CONSENT FIGHT 





° 


Monopoly OK Under U.S. Sanction? 





Angle on the consent decree brought up last week by Abram F. 
Myers, Allied general counsel, has intrigued both distribution and 
exhibition interests in New York, providing something to ponder over, 
it-is said, before the hearing Nov. 14, 

Squawks that gave rise to the Government suit, Myers pointed out, 
were that the major companies by their theatre holdings created a 
monopoly in restraint of trade. Consent decree, he said, will only serve 
to freeze for three years the status quo of the majors’ theatre holdings, 

In other words, Myers maintained, the Government by its own 
action is fostering the continuation of a monopoly, exactly opposite to 
what it started to do when it brought the anti-trust proceedings. Con- 
trols placed upon the majors in the decree, Myers admitted, will pre- 
vent them from flagrantly exercising monopoly privilege as they have 
done in the past, but nevertheless the monopoly itself is being con- 


tinued under U. S. sanction. 








N.Y. Allied Prez Charges Myers 
And Col. Cole With ‘Betrayal’ 





Buffalo, Nov. 5. 

Charges that officers of National 
Allied had openly betrayed the mem- 
bership of the organization were 
made by Max A. Cohen, president of 
Allied Theatre Owners of New York, 
in an address before a meeting of 
the Syracuse group of the M.P.T.O. 
of N. Y. State, Inc.,,at the Hotel 
Syracuse last Thursday (31). 

‘I openly charge,’ said Cohen, ‘that 
Commissioners Abram S. Myers and 
Col. H. A. Cole, for purposes of their 
own, deliberately sold the exhibitors 
down the river.’ Cohen, discussing 
the history of the trade code as pro- 
posed by the distributors and Allied 


“at Chicago and subsequent develop- 


ments in the Government suit, out- 
lined the negotiations at Chicago 
leading up to the acceptance in prin- 
ciple by National Allied of the pro- 
posals of the distributors with re- 
spect to the code. He stated that 
after public acceptance by Allied of 
the code, Myers and Cole had repu- 
ciated the agreement against the ex- 
pressed wishes of the rank and file of 
the membership. 

According to Cohen, Myers’ and 
Cole’s avowed acceptance of the con- 
Sent decree was in direct contraven- 
tion of the sentiments of National 
Allied, which has stated its opposi- 
tion thereto. He outlined the pro- | 
vision of the code, pointing out that 
in his opinion it amounted to a com- 
plete victory for the producers and | 
distributors over the Government, 
and in his support of his contention 
cited verbatim sections of the code 
of trade practices as agreed upon at 
Chicago and then compared them 
word for word with sections of the 
consent decree as 
He concluded that the practices and 
procedure imposed upon the industry 


under the decree would make it prac- | 


tically impossible for the smaller ex- 
hibitors to continue in business. 
Officers 
At the business session of the 
meeting, Sidney L. Grossman of Syr- 


acuse was elected a v.p. of the new | 


state organization and J. Myer 
Schine, Gloversville; Ray Pashley, | 
Interlaken, and Jack Karp and Rop- 
ley Merriman, Syracuse, were elect- 
ed directors for the Syracuse district 
Others officers and directors are: 
President, A. Charles Hayman, of 
Buffalo and Niagara Falls; vice-pres- 
ident, Vincent R. McFaul; secretary, 
Marion O. Bueth, both of Buffalo; di- 


rectors, Vincent R. McFaul, Nicholas 
J. Basil, Jacob Lavene, George A 
Gammel and Henry Dillemuth, all ¢ 
Buffalo; John A. Reed, Gowanda: 
Merritt A. Kyser, East Aurora; 
Michael J. Kallet, Oneida; Michael 
Carr and William Cadoret, Roches- 


ter; Arden D. Gould, Franklinville. 
The meeting was also addressed by 

Sidney B. Pfeiffer, Buffalo, counsel 

for the organization. 


affiliated and unaffiliated theatres, 


including both individual and circuit | 


operated houses, and that an eventual | 
membership of 250 theatres in the 
upper New York State area was in 
Prospect by the first of the year. 





‘Strongest Single Unit’? in MPTOA 
Effecting close harmony between 
the upstate Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners and the downstate Allied | 
Theatre Owners of N. Y., Max A. | 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Gal Who Came to Warners 


now formulated. | 





Hollywood, Nov. 5. 

Mary Wicks, currently in the 
Broadway play, ‘The Man Who Came 
to Dinner,’ is the first member of the 
stage cast to be signed by Warners 
for the film version. 

Filming starts early next year, 
with George S. Kaufman and Moss 
Hart producing on the Burbank lot. 

Warners is dickering with Edith 
Atwater, femme lead in ‘Man Who 


in the picture version. 





Consent Effect 


Will Be Little 
On Production 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Consensus among the top execs in 
'the film studios is that the consent 








MANY “JOKERS 
SEEN IN DECREE 


Thursday (14) Will Find Ex- 
hibitors Staging Blitzkrieg 
on Its Provisos 
Judge Goddard in New 
York—Indies and Affili- 
ates Alike Object to Divers 
Clauses 


LEADERS CONVERGE 





| 


| 


Following careful study of the con- 
sent decree in all its ramifications, 
including ‘jokers’ which are 
pected here and there, exhibition 
and desperate fight against accept- 
ance of the agreement by the Federai 
courts when a hearing is held Thurs- 
day (14). t is doubtful just how far 
theatre owner associations and indi- 
vidual operators may be able to 
carry their offensive but all indica- 
tions are that the opposing exhibitor 
factions are going to retreat only 
after being badly licked. 

A blitz against the decree is an- 
ticipated at the outset Thursday (14) 
in the hopes of turning the court 
quickly towards a considerate and 
sympathetic view of the exhibitor 


Came to Dinner,’ to repeat the part | complaints which have arisen over 


the decree. Hearing will be held be- 
fore Judge Henry W. Goddard in 
New York. Should the court be dis- 
posed to listen to the full extent of 
the exhibitor 
the decree and permit detailed 
grounds for such squawks to be 
aired, it may be that the retailers of 
film will have a chance. 





Pending the Nov. 14 hearing, how- 
ever, it is impossible to predict what 
status the aggrieved exhibition pha- 
|lanx will enjoy before the 
During the past week exhibitors and 
exhib organizations, including lead- 
ers and attorneys, have been exam- 
ining the decree minutely in prepa- 
raiion for a battle to prevent its 





| signing. While it has been intimated 


| decree, dissolving the Government’s | that the Court may give only small 
| anti- trust suit against the major pic- | heed to exhibitor protests and stymie | 
| ture companies, will in no way cur- | 


| tail the 
| duced annually in Hollywood. Pro- 


number of features pro- | 


ducers are agreed that the only thing | 


that will curb the current flow of 
production is the demise of double 
bills, and that will mean a higher 
quality, if less numerically, in the 
making of pictures. 

| Better pictures, execs admit, will 
| necessitate an infusion of new ideas 
|in the production ranks and a re- 
lease of new ideas in the produc- 
| tion ranks and a release of run- -of- 
| the-mine producers who have been 
hanging on through personal friend- 
ships ane studio ‘pouene. 


‘MacKENNA’S METRO 
| HUDDLE ON SCRIPTS 





Kenneth MacKenna, Coast story 
editor -_ Metro, arrived in New 
York Monday (4) for confabs with 


eastern production department neads. 
Principal discussions are with vice- 
prez Robert J. Rubin and story ed- 
itor William Fadiman on prelimi- 
naries to purchase of properties for 
the 1941-42 season. 

MacKenna will be east about two 
lweeks, during which he’s also gan- 
dering the Broadway shows. 





Hayman, who | 
presided, stated to the meeting that | 
the association now embraced 200 | 


Talkitones Go for Spin 
Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
First = of Hollywood Talki- 
tones gees into work at the Hal 
Roach shading this week with Herb 
Moulton in charge of production and 
| Cecil B. De Mille in an advisory ca- 
pacity. 
| Company holds a national conven- 
tion here Nov. 
salesmen with jukebox machines and 
| product. Morry and Frank Kizinsky, 





'earried to the 


efforts for intervention, exhibs may 
come in under what is known as 
‘amicus curiae’ (friends of the Court). 
In the event of. frustration, it is re- 
ported efforts may be made to obtain 
injunctions restraining the Court 
from accepting the consent decree 
based upon the opposition of the ex- 
hibition field generally to it. Should 
an application for a temporary in- 
junction be denied, it may be that 
an appeal! will be made to the Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals. This, in turn, 
might delay the signing of the agree- 
ment between Government and dis- 
tributors for several months. 
According to Schechter, N.Y. 
Allied will make application to in- 
tervene and believes an unfavsorable 
ruling by Judge Goddard may be 
Circuit Court of 


Appeals. 

Opposition on the theatre side 
the fence to the decree will « 
not only from ading indepe1 
exhibitor associatior le el 
but also from R. B. Wilby and Fre 
Kent, committee of two representir 
all the Paramount partne1 ) 
were first to start the ba I 
against the ettlement agreement 
some montns ago. 

Reports that the Par partne 
would withdraw their oppo 


went into circulation during the past 


week. To these rumors, Wilby state 


|from Atlanta: 


| be in 
ion 14th. I am no 
|consent decree now than from 


‘I will be and I expect Kent will 

New York at decree hearing 
begin- 
ning and if there has been any 
change of opinion on the part of any 
other southern Paramount partner 


'I do not know of it. If we were di- 


rectly involved as defendants surely 


iwe would have been present at all 


18-20 to familiarize | 


vice-president, are in charge of di is- | 


| tr ibution. 


of those conferences, so surely we 
can’t be defendants.’ 

Impression had prevailed in some 
quarters, including among 
Par partners, that they would legally 

(Continued on page 21) 








Before 


Myers Finds Plenty in the Decree 
That Allied Exhibs Can't Accept, 


Chiefly the 5-Picture Packaging 








Maybe a Poor Connection 





Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Joan Bennett checked out of the 
cast of Hal Roach’s ‘Topper Re- 
turns’ because the rore did not suit 


her. Understood the part will be} 


taken over by Carole Landis. 

Miss Bennett is reported to have 
accepted the role when it was de- 
scribed to her over the long distance 





sus- | 


forces are girding for a last-ditch | 


WB Appeasement 





squawks concerning | 


court. | 


less opposed to 


| number 


certain | 


phone in New York two weeks ago, 
but withdrawn when she found the 
script did not coincide with the tele- 
phonic description. 





Policy Seen In 


Pa. Indies Suits 


The Stanley-Warner company has 


apparently embarked on a policy of | 


appeasement with the indies in an 
effort to stem the tide of anti-trust 
suits which, for a time, threatened 
to assume landslide proportions. 

Quietly indies who have squawks 
against the chain and the major dis- 
tribs have been taken aside and their 
grievances have been ironed out. 
iCounsel for both sides have come to 
the agreement that litigation in the 
courts is expensive to both sides 
and wind up in washing the indus- 
try’s dirty linen in public. 

The consent decree and threat of 

| Government intercession into the 
| situash here is also a factor in the 
| out-of-court deals on the fire. 
First of the suits to be settled out 
of court was that of Harry Fried, 
owner of three houses on the Main 
Line. Shortly afterward David Mil- 
gram, head of the Affiliated Theatre 
chain, dropped his suit when his 
differences with the majors and the 
S-W were ironed out. This was fol- 
lowed by a settlement between War- 
ners and William Goldman in which 
product of their houses in German- 
town was pooled. 

This week Morris Wolf, S-W attor- 
ney, revealed that negotiations had 
begun for an out-of-court adjustment 
of the $225,000 damage suit brought 
by Reuben Shapiro, operator of the 
Admiral in North Philly. Wolf said 
he believed ‘an equitable settlement’ 
was in the off ng. 

‘With all the headaches besetting 
the industry from the outside, we’ve 


decided that we shouldn't be fighting 
among ourselves,’ he said ‘We've 
got to hang together or we'll find 
e’ll be hanging separately.’ 
It wv also reliably reported that 
feele r y: ent-out for a set- 
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*- WOBBER, McCARTHY TO 


COAST ON NEW FILMS 


Herman Wobber, 20th-Fox sales- 
manager, left last week on month’s 
trip to the Coast. He's making a 
of stops at branches on the 
way out and back, having already 
covered Chicago. He’s now in San 
Francisco. 

Charles McCarthy, 20th pub-ad 
head, leaves in a couple weeks for 
a quickie visit to the studio. He's 
aiming to get a gander at ‘Western 
Union,’ ‘Chad Hanna’ and ‘Tin Pan 
Alley’ to size up campaigns planned 


| for them. 





Washington, Nov. 5. 

Clauses containing jokers or giv- 
ing inadequate protection for inde- 
pendent theatre owners will cause 
Allied States Association to oppose 
approval of the film anti-trust suit 
;consent decree. Definite warning 
that the major’s worst gadfly will 
| buzz around the New York court- 
room is contained in a 6,000-word 
analysis sent by Abram F. Myers, 
general counsel and board chairman, 
to all trade group members last 
week, 


Although generally pleased with 
the arbitration features and agreeing 
many sections contain some relief, 
the Allied head registered stern dis- 
approval of the five-picture package 
scheme, assailed the Justice Depart- 
ment for shelving the divorcement 
phase of the bill of complaint, charged 
the ‘escape’ clause contradicts the 
Sherman Act, and concluded the truce 
as a whole is more beneficial to the 
defendants than to their customers. 
He also was piqued because only 
five of the eight companies are will- 
ing to sign up and because the pro- 
posed settlement still would allow 
the participants to favor their own 
; affiliated houses. 


The features of the proposal which 
Myers finds most, acceptable deal 
with arbitration, though he still is 
suspicious that the machinery may 
be operated in a manner that will 
hurt complaining exhibs. Particular 
objections are that the adjustment of 
controversies will be delayed and 
theatre owners may be saddled with 
huge expenses. Extreme care must 
be exercised—though the American 








Arbitration Association was com- 
mended —that the majors do not 
|dominate the panels by getting 


' stooges named as clerks on* appeal 
board and in similar capacities, the 
Allied leader fears, 
| Veiled suggestion that the D. of J. 
was high-pressured by prominent 
Democrats is made in the Myers an- 
alysis. Though he says he does not 
want to make insinuations, the Allied 
head is avowedly suspicious of the 
trust-busters since they agreed to 
shelve the divorcement plea and 
have approved a provision dealing 
with producer-exhibitor connections 
that he feels is wholly unenforce- 
able. 
Gov’t Brushoff 
Aside from Myers, about the only 
beef reaching Governme::. ears is 
the Motion Picture Research Coun- 
cil’s. Through its legislative com- 
mittee, the reform outfit, which has 
been in forefront of the Neely bill 
crusade, termed the proposed decree 
‘very disappointing,’ This crowd, as 
might have been expected, is irate 
about the escape clause and still be- 
lieves only a legislative ban on 
group rentals will proviae vhe right 
of ‘community selection’ for’ which 
it has clamored 
The long Myers analysis, 
t decree 


noting 


that a consen cannot be used 


a ba for private suits to re- 
cover triple damage ndicates some 
appreciation for the trade showing 

’ ent, the ban against forcing 
hort the obligation to lease filn 


on some run to reputable exhibs. and 


a . ; 
for the attempt to curb circuit buy- 


ing power. gut Allied considers un- 
atisfactory the sections concerning 
withholding prints, rejection of filn 


on moral grounds, discrimination on 
runs, and the escape clause. 

Strong criticism is directed at the 
five-picture rental innovation. While 
some of the conditicns seem pleas- 
| ing, Myers charges that distribs still 
can punish exhibs by packing de- 
sired groups with stale or unwanted 
numbers and the new arrangement 
deprives exhibs of present cancel- 
lation privileges, may lead to-higher 
rentals, and may cut off an assured, 
continuous supply of product 

In regard to forcing westerns, 
newsreels, foreigns, etc., Myers said 
the decree clauses ‘are clear-cut and 
unequivocal’, He added that the de- 


cree on this point ‘is a great ad- 
vance over such proposals in the 
\ (Continued on page 23) 
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Producers Learning at First-Hand 
About Exhibitors’ Ballyhoo Apathy 





While it’s nothing new to film 
salesmen who see what happens or 
doesn't happen in the field, producers 
are themselves beginning to learn 
about and lament the apathy of the 
average exhibitor in getting behind 
pictures which they place. Among 
these of recent date was Walter 
Wanger who is reported to have 
been shocked over the lack of show- 
manship interest exhibited by many 
accounts in selling their product to 
the public. 

The lack of support among exhibi- 
tors is not confined to the smaller 
independents but includes larger 
chains, particularly those which have 
whole towns sewed up and buy the 
pictures of all companies. Where 
this occurs, the average manager 
merely uses small ads in the papers, 
often taking them from the press 
books getting out cheap copy 
themselves. The lack of effort ex- 
tended in getting local publicity and 
in exploitation tieups is also decried 
by distributors as well as the pro- 
ducers who are not so familiar with 
the activity of the exhibitors. 

It is pointed out by a leading 
showman that most top-bracket or 
high-budget pictures have received 
‘something’ from their producers 
but that advertising and selling must 
put into such pictures what they 
lack, this being where showmanship 
counts. There is no doubt but that 
many pictures are put over for big- 
ger gains in New York and some 
other highly-competitive keys be- 
cause the theatre managers. use 
every means at their command to 
sell whatever they are playing. 

This costs the theatres money but 
it fréquently is bread cast upon the 
waters that comes back many times; 
whereas in scores of situations, from 
small to comparatively large that are 
controlled by circuits or local indies, 
the lines of least resistance are fol- 
lowed. In highly competitive situa- 
tions an account often goes out of 
the way to get a good showing for a 
distributor so that he might continue 
to be favored as a customer through 
his capable efforts in putting film 
over. Against this, where a town is 
controlled, the distrib has to sell the 
same customer over and over again 
regardless of what happens to his 


or 


‘Fog Tickets’ Rainchecks 


Houston, Nov. 5. 


j}up from the bayous, are an innova- 
ltion established by F. F. HcHenry, 
new manager of the Drive-In. 





| Geis Dials Ps 


Gloria Jean arrives east tomorrow 
(7) for appearances in various RKO 
' theatres on that day, Friday, Satur- 
day and Sunday in connection with @ month of the date, 
‘Little Bit of Heaven,’ in which the patrons. 


12-year-old singing starlet has a role. | 


 pzutting im personals in Westchester | Nearly 400 Theatres 
Represented at Ohio 





‘regardless of the weather, but if a 
heavy fog rolls in or a heavy rain- 
storm obscures the screen, ‘fog tick- 
ets’ redeemable at any show within 











| youngster Friday (8) will take bows 
|at the Albee, Brooklyn, and various 

Queens theatres; Saturday (9) in the 
| Bronx and upper East Side spots, 
| and Sunday in Brooklyn nabes. 


NW Allied Asks More 
istanding get-together of indie ex- 


| Bally, Extended Time hibitors in recent years. Nearly 400 
For the Better Films theatres were represented, plus reps 


from the major film distributors, 
equipment companies and other 
Minneapolis, Nov. 5. Allied units. 

Man bites dog story gets a new Contrary to precedent—most ex- 
twist with Northwest Allied ,here | hibitor meetings have plenty of idle 
| coming out for ‘greater emphasis on | chatter—each of the speakers on the 
|exploitation of the better pictures two-day program contributed at least 
‘through various means of publicity |one constructive thought. Sidney 
‘and extended playing time’ as a | Samuelson, Philly chairman of AID, 
/means of ‘renewing the public’s in- |explained the activities of the new 
| terest in movies and building greater | Allied information bureau, ‘Ultimate 








Columbus, Nov. 5. 
Annual 











‘Fog Tickets,’ issued to patrons of 
the Texas Drive-In theatre in an 
lemergency when a heavy fog rolled 


| theatre attendance.’ Usually this ter- 
| ritory’s independents place all the re- 
| sponsibility for unsatisfactory grosses 
on the producer-distributors because 
of inferior product, and meetings are 
given over to recitals of grievances. 
At the organization’s district meet- 
ing, however, the beiter exploita- 
|tion and the extended playing time 
| were declared to be ‘the most ef- 
fective solutions of the problem that 
could be adopted.’ But it also was 
| pointed out that ‘never in the indus- 
try’s history have there been so 


purpose of this office is to supply 
‘exhibitors with data on their own 
/businesses comparable to that al- 
ready possessed by film salesmen.’ 
|He told of the difficulties over ‘Ari- 
‘zona’ with Abe Montague of Colum- 
'bia, convention passing a resolution 
'protesting company’s refusal to co- 
|operate with AID. 

Abram F. Myers, counsel for Na- 
itional Allied, discussed in detail the 
leonsent decree, observing, ‘Nothing 
|can prevent the film companies from 
|grouping one desirable picture with 


At Drive-In Theatre 


The theatre operates every night, | 


are issued to | 


ITO Conciave Last Wk. 


ITO, held Oct. 30-31 at the Deshler | 
Wallick hotel, proved to be the out- | 


Bert Robbins Joins Father’s NSS 
In N.Y.; Other Theatres-Exchanges 





Albany, Nov. 5. 

Bert Robbins, son of Herman Rob- 
bins, president of National Screen 
and its subsidiaries, is now working 
at the New York office after break- 
|ing in here. He was attached to the 
local branch during the summer, 
spending weekends with his parents 
at their vacation villa on Schroon 
Lake. Robbins left school to enter 
the trailer-accessory-poster business 
operated by his dad. 

A $50,000 mortgage on Palace the- 
atre property, the largest and costli- 
est of its kind in Northeastern New 
York, was filed in Albany county 
clerk’s office. Recorded at> same 
time was an agreement between 
Copia Realty Co. (a Fabian corpora- 
tion) and RKO Proctor Co., amend- 








convention of the Ohio} ing a lease on the building. 


The lease, which will expire Jan. 
31, 1940, outlines the manner of pay- 
‘ment. Mortgage given by Copia 
| Realty to RKO Proctor is subject to 
|two other mortgages. One is for 
| $500,000, given by Copia to Equit- 
able Life last May. The other, on 
| which a balance of $80,809 was due 
|in May, was from Copia to the Pru- 
idence Co., Inc. 

Palace, seating 3,700 itself, was 
projected in 1929 and finished in 
1931. Fabian circuit has operated 
on lease for some time. - 

The signing of a modification of 


‘an old lease by Fabian Theatres Lincoln and Forest 
|Corp. on historic Harmanus Bleecker 


Halil (destroyed by fire last winter) 


with Christopher H. Buckley took | 


place here. Buckley, who now owns 
two theatres in Bennington, Vt., said 
he thought the deal indicated a new 
playhouse would be erected on the 
site. Lou Golding, Fabian division 
manager, who was in New Jersey, 
stated no plans had been made as to 
construction. 





Arthur Heads St. L. Variety 
St. Louis, Nov. 5. 
Harry C. Arthur, Jr., directing head 





} 


of Fanchon & Marco's interests here, 
elected Chief Barker of the St. Louis 
Tent No. 4, Variety Club. Others: 


many forms of competition’ for the- | four unwanted ones, therefore I can- 
atres to combat. not see where the settlement is in 
As to advancing admission prices | the interests of the independent ex- 
for selected pictures, the exhibitors | hibitors.’ 
decided that ‘there must be a differ-| Arthur Kelly, v.p. and general 
ent method of releasing and protec- |sales manager of UA, impressed the 
tion granted to exhibitors agreeing |indies with a straightforward dis- 
to boost scales’—a method different | course on the problems facing the 





product when it is dated. Meantime, 
these accounts are constantly com- 
plaining about rentals, whereas if 
effective local showmanship figured 
more importantly, the money on the 
gross that applies to rental might 
turn out to be comparatively reason- 
able. Without the showmanship, the 
fixed rental might otherwise appear 


from that employed by M-G with | industry today. Admitting there may 


‘Boom Town.’ 


Merchants, Theatres In 
All-Around Roch. Tieup 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 5. 
First complete merchant-theatre 
tieup was arranged here by manager 





excessive. 


WB STARS TO NEW MEX. 
FOR ‘SANTA FE’ PREEM| 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 

New Mexico takes a_ three-day 
holiday Dec. 14-16 to celebrate the 
world premiere of Warners’ ‘Santa 
Fe Trail’ at Santa Fe. Picture is ex- 
pected to fetch 60,000 customers :nto 
town, with openings in three thea- 
tres at $2.2 top. 

Scheduled for personal appear- 
ances are Errol Flynn, Olivia de 
Havilland, Raymond, Massey, Alan 
Hale, Ronald Reagan, Guinn Wil- 
liams and Van Heflin. 


Det. Exhib Hypoes B.0. 


Lester Pollock, Loew’s, and manager 
Jay Golden, RKO Palace, with ‘Shop, 
Dine and Go to a Movie’ week open- 
ing Nov. 21. Chamber of Commerce 
and newspapers are cooperating. 

Idea, which was initiated by Loew’s | 
district manager Charles Kurtzman, | 
includes selling the public by every 
form of exploitation, radio, special 
ads, editorials and street decorations. 
Sponsors figure to get people down- 
town, sell them some bargains, give 
them a swell time and thereby tend | 
to make it a habit as height of sea- 
a approaches. 


Autry’s Boston Party | 


























Gene Autry party, similar to the 
| One recently held in New York, will | 
(be tossed at the Hotel Manger in| 
| Boston Saturday (9) for kids se- 
| lected by 75 theatres in the terri- 
|tory which show Autry pictures. 
| Warbling cowhand, who is appear- 
ing with the rodeo in Boston, will 


be a need for adjustments he voiced 
the plea that everyone in the indus- 
| ry recognize the difficulties facing 
}each branch, cooperating in preserv- 
| ing the high standards of the Ameri- 
ican film ,business. 
| point that quality of production must 
be maintained—or else! 

H. M. Richey of Metro could see 
nothing wrong with the industry 
|that good pictures couldn’t solve. He 
expressed the hope that someday he | 
might attend an exhibitors’ meeting | 
where the discussions were on how | 
to improve business—not the fight to | 
justify existence, 

Presided over by Judge Arthur | 
Day of the Ohid Supreme Court, the } 
testimonial dinner honoring ITOO)| 
president Martin G. Smith, Toledo, 
was the highlight of the convention. 
Speakers included Myers, Samuel-| 
son, Richey, Kelly and Billy James. | 
Nearly 200 attended, 


the western Pennsy unit, D. H. Pal- | 
freyman of the Hays office, and Gen. | 
Gilson Light, adjutant general of | 
Ohio. Smith was presented with a | 


|new Buick by ‘the convention in ap- | 
|preciation of his 20 years of service 


to the organization. 

Heading the ITOO for another 
year will be Smith. Other officers 
in 1940 will be: vice-presidents, Wes 
Huss, Jr., Cincinnati, and Max 
Stearn, Columbus; treasurer, Hoy 
Simons, Washington C. H.: and di- 


He stressed the | 


Lou Ansell, first asst. chief barker: 
Harry Hynes, second asst. barker: 
George Wiegand, dough guy: C. B. 
|Nelson, property master, and mem- 
bers of the board of directors, Clar- 
ence M. Turley, Sam Shuchart, Clar- 
ence D. Hill, Alvin Wolff, Herb Wash- 
burn, Joseph Ansell, Harold 
| Evens, Ray Colvin and Barney Ro- 
|senthal. Delegates chosen are A. L. 
| Matreci and Ray Colvin and the na- 
| tional canvassman is Louis K. Ansell. 
Geo. Hoover Gets the Job 
Miami, Nov. 5. 

Appointment of George Hoover. 
;manager of the Sheridan theatre in 
| Miami Beach, to newly created post 
| of city manager of Paramount Enter- 
prises, has been announced by S. A. 
Lynch; prez of the Par affiliate. 

Hoover’s elevation comes as result 
of resignation of W. R. Lynch as 
general manager of the chain. Duties 
will be identical, but general man- 
ager tag is being discarded. 

Hy Fine, district manager of the 
Mullin & Pinansksi chain in New 
England, was first considered for the 
post, but discussions held here were 
non-productive, and Hoover was 
given the nod. 








Newsreeler Goes Revival 
Hollywood, Nov. 58. 
Newsreel theatre, off Hollywood 


prominent | and Vine, gave up the ghost and | 
|guests including Fred Harrington of | 89€S in for revivals. 
Great Train Robbery,’ first feature- | 


Opener 


length film. 





Beedle Heads Pa. Body 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 5. 
Fred A. Beedle, Cannunsburg, Pa.. 
exhib, has been named president of 
the AMPTO of western Pennsylvania 
for 1941, succeeding M. A. Rosenberg, 
operator of three local mabe houses. 


| Harry Walker elected vice-president 


at annual convention last week and 
Joseph Galman and Fred Herrington 
chosen to retain their old posts of 
treasurer and secretary, respectively. 


W. | 


is | 





Via 20-Yr.-Old Films 


Detroit, Nov. 5. 


Kramer theatre here has turned | 


its back on the present film era and 
all Saturday midnight shows are 


ri ] > h 20 y 
ae oe Sn oe a ene 'on a bingo idea from stubs dropped | 


| in a box during showing of an Autry | 


old. 

Initial program was ‘Cash Parish’s 
Pal,’ with William S. Hart; ‘Race for 
Life,’ with Barney Oldfield; ‘Mystery 
in Manhattan,’ with Douglas Fair- 
banks and Jewel Carmen, and a 
newsreel containing shots of the San 
Francisco earthquake and bathing 
beauties of 1904. 

First try was successful and idea 
is being continued. 


50 YEARS FOR HOLDUP 
Laredo, Texas, Nov. 5. 
Fred Torres, arrested in San An- 
tonio several months ago in connec- 
tion with the attempted holdup of 
the Tivolo here last August, was 
found guilty and assessed 50 years 
in the state penitentiary. 





play host to the kids. 

| Stunt is being promoted in Boston, 
same as in N. Y., by Dave Whalen, 
| Rep publicity nead. Bill 
| by the participating theatres. Each 
one sends a boy and a girl chosen 


picture. 





Pleasant Queue-Wait 


Toledo, Nov. 5. 

Believing that many would be 
| standing in line at the Loew’s Val- 
lentine to see ‘Great Dictator’ open- 
jing day (31), Jack Lykes, manager, 
arranged with the Willard hotel grill, 
adjoining the theatre, to have 
waitresses serve hot coffee and 
doughnuts to those standing in line. 

A chain service from the grill was 
maintained throughout the morning. 
In addition, Paul Spor and his or- 
chestra were in front of the house 


is footed | 


rectors: Henry Greenberger, John 
Kalafat, both of Cleveland: Harold 
Bernstein, Cincinnati: Nat Charnas, 
Toledo; C. A. MacDonald, Columbus; 


Martins Ferry; Ray Wallace, Al- 
liance; J. W. Trunk, Youngstown: C. 
F. Pfister, Troy; Jerry Steele, Ober- 


Thomas, Oak Hill. 


30-Day Loss of License 
For Failure to Pay Taxes 


Columbus, Nov. 5. 

Amusement tax license of F. C. 
|Buben, operators of the National 
| theatre, Akron, was revoked for 30 
, days last week by William S. Evatt, 
/head of the State Tax Commission. 
| According to Evatt, suspension was 
| ordered when Buben failed to pay 
$426.63 in back admission taxes and 
assessments, 

Amount is due on the National and 








to play some of the score of ‘Dic- | Palace theatres, latter formerly op- 


tator.’ 


jerated by Buben. 


Henry Fickinger, Galion: L. F. Eick, | 


lin; Leo Kessel, Lancaster, and Henry | 


Rosenberg was named to the board 


|of director and Carl Poke was re- | 


|elected to the board. William Walk- 
er, brother of Harry Walker and his 
|partner in exhibition, also placed on 


the board 40 succeed Peter Anto- 
noplos. 
| Harris interests have purchased | 


William Penn theatre, 
nabe house, from a realty group in 
that district. Spot has been operated 
by circuit for several years under a 
lease, with outright sale consum- 
| mated recently after couple of 
months of negotiations. At same 
time, Harrises reopened Senator, 
| formerly Loew’s Aldine, following 
|five-month shutdown during the 
,summer. Senator had been waiting 
to get under way again for a h.o. 
click picture from its sister house 
downtown, the Alvin, and finally got 
it in U’s ‘Hired Wife,’ which had two 
big weeks at latter spot before be- 
ing moved. 

McClure on North Side reopened 
under management of Mannie Gol- 
den, vet exhib who has been away 
from the business for several years. 
Golden’s son is an asst. mgr. with 
WB here. 

Herbert Schaefer and Herbert J. 





Northside | 


Staminger, partner-exhibitors 
cal area, have taken le 
worth (Pa.) theatre and already as. 
sumed operation. House was Op- 
erated until recently by John and 
ae se = Was later man. 
age y J. ooth, long identi 
with this spot. .— 

Work will start in next co 
weeks on new WB-FN exch 
Film Row. 


WB has just taken over 


in lo. 
ase on Ells. 


uple of 
ange on 


j n 
Whitehall in Brentwood distriet 
from indie interests. House was 


completed in big shopping center 
only few weeks ago and will open 
Thursday (31). Deal with builders 
and Warners has been pending for 
few months and closed within last 
fortnight although announcement 
wasn't made until weekend. Charles 
Shannon, of Boulevard, named man- 
ager of the house. He'll be suc- 
ceeded at Boulevard by James Laux, 
moving from Cameraphone, with 
Paul Williams, asst. at Sheridan 
Sauare, getting upped to Laux’s post, 
Albert Schemel, asst. at Melrose, re- 
places Williams. 





Garbett’s Acquisition 


Des Moines, Nov. 5. 

i. M. Garbett, who recently took 
over the Grand, East Des Moines, 
and operates the Varsity, Avalon, 
neighborhood 
houses in Des Moines, has bought 
| the Marion at Marion, Ia., from H. 
C. Mershon., 


The Nashua theatre, Nashua, Ia, 


sold to G. H. Ballard by C. A, 
Menold. 








Select’s 20 Branches 

| A total of 20 branch offices have 
| been established by Select Pictures, 
independent distributor headed by 
Charles Kranz and of which Eddie 
McAvoy, formerly’ eastern sales 
|}manager of RKO, is v.p. over dis- 
tribution. 

In 10 days or two weeks Select 
| will hold a sales meeting, either in 
|New York or Chicago, attended by 
all branch managers, to discuss sales 
| plans on the indie product the com- 
pany will release. 


Imhof to Chi Metro 
Milwaukee, Nov. 5. 
Joe Imhof, office manager here for 
Metro for 20 years, transferred to a 
similar post in the Chicago branch, 
|succeeded by Joe McMahon, chief 
| booker for M-G in Chicago. 








Toby Ress Shifts 

Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 5. 
Toby Ross, manager of Schine’s 
|Elmwood, Penn Yan, for last three 
| years, transferred to Andrews, Sala- 
j|manca. He is a violinist and one- 
time leader of RKO Palace orchestra 
|here. Wallace Folkin moves from 
the State, Rochester, to the Penn Yan 
|house, and Clayton Cornell takes 
‘over at the State. 


| John Allcock, Ashland, O., suc- 
|eceeds Bill Brimmer as manager of 
ithe Rialto, East Rochester, and Sam 

Shafer returns from Herkimer to 
| take charge of the Dixie, succeeding 
| Joe Deacon, who resigned. Morton 

Berg made house manager of the 

Madison under Schine city manager 
|Bud Silverman, and Joe Goldstein 
|takes charge of the newly acquired 
| Webster. 


| 
| 
| 








Rowland’s Addition 


Columbus, Nov. § 
Fred Rowland, owner of small 
local indie circuit, has taken over 


| the ultra-tricky Bexley theatre. Bex- 
| ley is famed duo-auditorium theatre. 
Projection and sound equipment de- 
signed by one of the owners, Ted 
Lindenberg. Lease calls for use of 
the special equipment. Bert Wil- 
liams has been retained as manager. 

Rowland has the Main, Parsons, 
Columbia and Hollywood nabe 
houses, 

Tawson Succeeds Caldwell 
Denver, Nov. 5. 

William Caldwell has resigned as 

succeeded by 


20th-Fox salesman, 
George Tawson, assistant booker 
|Caldwell left for Oklahoma City, 


Assistant booker job goes to Howard 
Metzger, head shipper. 

Marie Giesler, cashier at the Ori- 
ental, and Larry Morahan, assistant 
manager the Egyptian, married. 
| R. A. Spurlock sold Fairplay the- 
,atre at Fairplay, Colo., to R. D. Er- 
| win, who has added it to his string 

of small towns. 

| Premier Exchanges here and Salt 
Lake City become Select Attractions 
| following signing of a 10-year fran- 
| chise on distribution of Select films. 
| Sam Feinstein remodeling the old 
| Zaza, and will rename it the Kiva. 

| . A. Mulock, manager of the Pal- 
ace, expects to leave the hospital in 
/a couple of weeks, after recuperating 
from an operation. 

In parts of Colorado and New 
Mexico politicians were having 4 
hard time getting audiences to p0- 
litical rallies until they hit on the 
plan of renting theatres and giving 
the crowd some films along with the 
| speeches, 
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Chaplin $34,000, 2 Chi Spots: 
‘Glamour -Maxwell Unit $15,000, 
Correspondent 166, Biz Steady 








Chicago, Nov. 5. 

Business is holding currently and 
indications are for satisfaction at the 
pox-office generally. There has 
been much pro and con on the “The 
Great Dictator’ but the Charlie 
Chaplin picture got away to a fast 
sare with its reserved seat opening 
night at the Roosevelt and the 
Apollo, and is now continuing at a 
smart clip at $1.65 two-a-day in the 
Apollo and on a grind policy in the 
Roosevelt at 55c. and $1.10. 

‘Mounted Police’ has _ indicated, 
and ‘Dictator’ is emphasizing, that 
the boosted admissions cut down the 
number of tickets sold to an ad- 
mitted degree, but the difference in 
price is reflected in a satisfactory 
gross. Whether the upped admis- 
sion price is actually holding down 
the gross is not proved, but there is 
no question of the healthy coin re- 
ceived under the higher ducat 
charge. 

‘Foreign Correspondent’ opened in 
the United Artists on Saturday (2) 
and is off to a fine start that should 
get plenty of mazuma from a public 
strictly foreign news conscious at 
this time. . 

Estimates for This Week 


Apelio (B&K) (1,200; 85-1.10-1.65) 
‘Dictator’ (UA). Opened on Thurs- 
day (31) night and got away fast, 
heading to excellent $14,000. Last 
week, under standard 35-55-75 grind, 
‘Carson’ °UA) finished a 12-day en- 
gagement to meek $4,700 for final 
seven days. 

Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 44-55-85 )— 
™ )unted Police’ (Par) and stage 


show. Betty Grable and Ken Mur- 
ray on stage. Hold-over for entire 
set-up following powerful initial 


week's take of $47,700, and currently 
heading for fine $35,000. 

Garrick (B&K (900; 35-55-65-75) — 
‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘World 
Flames’ (Par). Moved here after ex- 
cellent week in the Roosevelt and 
going to $7,000, fine. Last week, 
‘Rockne’ (WB) in third loop session 
took neat $5,800. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Glamour Sale’ (Col) and Elsa Max- 
well unit on stage. Miss Maxwell 
and quartet of Coast name adding up 
to a satisfactory boxoffce stanza at 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Golden Fleec- 
ing’ (M-G) wth Tiny Hill orch on 
stage managed so-so $12,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Men 
Against Sky’ (RKO). Second week 
for the combination holding to 
healthy $9,500 on bang-up selling, 
after taking beautiful $14,200 last 
week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 75-1.10) 
—‘Dictator’ (UA). After reserved 
seat opener on Thursday (31) night 
went into grind policy and ripping 
through to $20,000, powerful take 
from get-away indications. Last 
week, at 35-55-65-75, ‘Wyoming’ 
(M-G) and ‘World Flames’ (Par) 
galloped home with nifty $11,900. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and ‘Holly- 
wood on Loose’ unit on stage. Trio 
of Coast film names on the stage 
adding some glitter to the week and 
ambling through to sufficient coin at 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Flowing Gold’ 
(WB) plus Clyde McCoy band on 
Stage was a bit of a disappointment 
at $14,800 after healthy start. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Correspondent’ (UA). 
Got away from the post in whirl- 
wind, fashion on Saturday (2) and 
looks for mighty fine $16,000 for 
opener, Last week, ‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G) finished a rousing four-week 
convention to bang-up $7,500. 


‘DICTATOR’ NOT SO HOT 





IN MEMPHIS AT $9,000 


Memphis, Nov. 5. 

Chaplin’s ‘Dictator’ is playing to 
extremely frail houses at Loew’s 
State despite favorable reviews in 
the local press, but the upping of 
scale will send it to a normally im- 
pressive figure. 

Matinee houses are no good at 
all; nights are only fair. Another 
anti-Nazi effort, the Warner's ‘Pastor 
Hall,’ is getting high pressure cam- 
Paign, 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 75- 
1.10)—‘Dictator’ (UA). Will | pull 
around $9,000, which is big money 
ordinarily, but n.g. at the prices of- 
-fered and way under smallest week 
for long run of ‘Gone With the 
Ld ot Last week (10-33-44), ‘Knew 
pont Wanted’ (RKO), $3,800, weak- 


Warner (Warzer) (2,300; 10-33- 
— ‘Pastor Hall’ (UA). Good 
campaign is pumping this one to 
mebbe $3,200. Last week, ‘Tugboat 
Annie (WB), $3,000. 
New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 


33-44)—‘Northwest Mounted’ (Par) 
(2d wk.). May nab $5,000 on sec- 
ond week. Last week, wham $12,000. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10- 
33-44)—‘Hullaballoo’ (M-G). Good 
notices and word of mouth priming 
film to possible $4,000. Last week, 
‘Dulcy’ (M-G), $3,300, better than 
expected. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
44)—‘Cherokee Strip’ (Par), three 
days; ‘Ladies Must Live’ (WB), two 
days, and ‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U), two 
days. Ali nice pullers, likely $1,900. 
Last week, ‘Mad Men Europe’ (Col), 
three days; ‘Saps Sea’ (UA), two 
days. and “Three Men Texas’ (Par), 
two days, $1,800, okay. 


DICTATOR’ 206 
_ IN BUFF PREEM 


Buffalo, Nov. 5. 

Heavy competition which sa 
a good deal of last week’s boxoffice 
vitality is still showing its head cur- 
rently although with less noticeable 
results. Attendance at political 
rallies, especially at the new Munici- 
pal Auditorium, has averaged close 
to 15,000 people for each event; foot- 
ball has been seeing capacity crowds 
in the new municipal stadium; and 
epening game of Sunday night 
hockey, also at the city-owned Aud, 
drew a gate of 12,000 persons. 

Charlie Barnet is spinning the 
Buffalo’s wickets at a snappy rate, 
while numerals for ‘Dictator’ are not 
too fancy. Jimmie Lunceford looks 
just fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-40-60)— 
‘No Time Comedy” (WB) and Charlie 
Barnet orch on stage. Should snag 
very nice $19,000. Last week, ‘Third 
Finger’ (M-G) disappointing, under 
$12,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 75- 
$1.10) — ‘Dictator’ (UA). Including 
special opening show Thursday 
night (3), should get fair $20,000. 
Last week (35-55), ‘Reuter’s’ (WB) 
and ‘Hold That Woman’ (PDC) soft 











$4,500. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45) — 
‘Rangers of Fortune’ (Par) and 


‘Quarterback’ (Par). Mildish $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Brigham Young’ (20th) 
and ‘Profile’ (20th) fair $6,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—‘Little Heaven’ (U) and ‘Diamond 
Frontier’ (U). Hopped up by 
Gloria Jean’s personal opening day, 
should snare satisfactory $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Angels Over Broadway’ (Col) 
and ‘Military Academy’ (Col), fair 
$6,000. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000; 
30-40) —‘Queen of Yukon’ (Mono) 
and Jimmie Lunceford orch on 
stage. Under preceding frame, pas- 
isable $11,000. Last week, ‘Boys of 
City’ (Mono) and ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
revue on stage shaped up for okay 
$12,000. 


‘MOUNTIES’ 756 1.0. 
PACING NG MONTREAL 


Montreal, Nov. 5. 

‘North West Mounted’ at Loew’s in 
second week will again top all 
grosses currently, with ‘Reuters’ at 
Capitol second, and the balance be- 
low average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
| ‘Third Finger’ (M-G) (2d wk). Medi- 
| ocre $4,500 after fair $7.500 last week. 











Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Reuters’ (WB) and ‘River’s End’ 
(WB). Nice $6.000 in sight. Last 


week, ‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) and ‘Slight- 
ly Tempted’ (U), started well but 
slipped later to fair $5,500 

Loew’s (CT) (2.800: 30-40-60)— 
|‘North West Mounted’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Sighting for good $7,500 after smash 
$12.000 last week. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 


‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G) and 
‘Kildare Goes Home’ (M-G). Prob- 
able $3,500. Last week, ‘Knute 
Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Father Prince’ 


(WB). average $4,000. 


‘Diamond Frontier’ (U) and ‘No- 
body’s Sweetheart’ (U). Not much 
over $2,000 in sight. weak. Last 
week, ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Girl 
God’s Country’ (Rep), middling 
$2.500. 


Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600: 25-50)—‘Battements de Coeur’ 
(2d wk). Nice $1,500. Last week, 
good $2,000. " 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘Il est Charmant’ and ‘Poule sur 





un Mur.’ Average $4.500 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Terre d’Angoisse’ and 
l‘Le Fantome.”’ good enough $4,600. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Nov. 7 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(4th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(4th wk.). 

Criterion— ‘Golden Fleecing’ 
(M-G) (6). 

(Reviewed in Varrery, Aug. 21) 

Music Hall—‘Escape’ (M-G) 
(2d wk.). 

Paramount—North West 
Mounted Police’ (Par) (6). 

(Reviewed in Vanrtery, Oct. 23) 


Rialto—‘Devil’s Pipeline’ (U) 
(9). 

Rivoli— ‘Christmas in July’ 
(Par) (5). 


(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 18) 

Roxy—‘Mark of Zorro’ (20th) 
(2d wk.). 

Strand—‘Tugboat Annie Sails 
Again’ (WB) (8). 


Week of Nov. 14 


Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(5th wk.). 
Pe alana (Disney ) 
3). 
Capitel—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(5th wk.). 
Criterion— Sky 
(M-G) (13). 
Music Hall—‘Arizona’ (Col). 
Parameunt—North West 
Mounted Police’ (Par) (2d wk.). 
(Rivoli—‘Christmas in July’ 
(Par) (2d wk.). 
— Pan Alley’ (20th) 
5). 
Strand—Tugboat. Annie Sails 
Again (WB) (2d wk.). 


ELECTION BIFFS 
DET.; DURBIN 
$17,500 


Detroit, Nov. 5. 
(Best Exploitation: Michigan) 
With election interest running high 
in this key state, final campaigning 


(UA) 


Murder’ 











~ Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— | 


has slowed down Detroiters on their 
picture going, at least until after the 
balloting. Business had been perk- 
ing up here until the final blasts 
were put on with plenty of evidence 
that the local folks are taking this 
election seriously. 


In the hopes of coaxing them out, 
three of the houses brought in new 
product. Fox with ‘Spring Parade’ 
and ‘Meet the Wildcat,’ and the 
Michigan offering ‘Knute Rockne’ 
and ‘Money and the Women’ making 
it a race for the top spot. The young 
draw on the Deanna Durbin prob- 
ably will be a factor in this elec- 
tion week. United Artists brought 
in ‘Escape’ and ‘Hullabaloo’ with the 
Palms-State and Adams _ riding 
through on hold-overs. 


Michigan helped along its football 
picture not with just the simple de- 
vice of getting the local Notre Dame 
Club behind it. A campaign was 
extended to extensive Catholic parish 
here with the Archbishop and other 
ecclesiastics invited to a_ special 
screening, the coaches from the 
dozens of Catholic high schools here 
brought out—in fact, most of the 
sports world was brought in on the 
ballyhoo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Argentine Way’ (20th) and ‘Glamour 
Sale’ (Col). 
| ing tried for a second week after an 
earlier week at the Fox. Expecta- 
tions not above a dull $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Argentine Way’ (20th) was 





for an okay $5,000. 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 


55)—‘Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Meet 
Wiideat’ (U) Looking for a good 
1$17,500. Last week, ‘Public Deb’ 
| (20th) and Elsa Maxwell, Marjorie 
| Weaver, Mary Beth Hughes, Mary 
Healy, Kay Aldrich on stage, big 
$21,000. 

| Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55 )—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and 


|‘Money Woman’ (Par). Sports in- 
terest in this town will help push 
this bill to a good $16,500. 
week, ‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Danc- 
ing Dime’ 
all right $15,500. 

Falms- State (United Detroit) 
(3,000: 30-40-55)—‘Westerner’ (UA) 
land ‘Third Finger’ (M-G). This is a 
| pairing of the top two pictures from 
|last week’s bills at the Michigan and 
| United Artists, and looks for a fair 





'$8.000. Last week, ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) | 


land ‘Queen Yukon’ (Mono), tapered 
| down to a still good $9,000. 

| wnited Artists (United Detroit) 
| (2,000: 


30-40-55) — ‘Escape’ (M-G) 
and ‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G). Doesn't 
|indicate much early strength and 


seems bound for fairish $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Third Finger’ (M-G) and 
l‘Duley’ (M-G) (2d wk) put a nice 
}$10,000 behind a good $11,000. 


Former picture is be- | 


|teamed with ‘Diamond Frontier’ (U) | 


Last | 


(Par) came off with an | 


Broadway Steady Despite Election: 
Escape Big $100,000, ‘Zorro’ $52,000, 
‘Howards -Tucker-Richman-Lewis 32G 





(Best Exploitation: Music Hall) 

Regardless of the hot interest dis- 
played in the Election, with radios 
getting overheated by Presidential 
ballyhoo, the downtown New York 
theatres are more than holding their 
own and, with holiday prices placed 
into effect yesterday (Tues.), the 
managers are handicapping the situa- 
tion as pretty satisfactory. Impres- 
sions among the theatre operating 
gentry on Broadway yesterday 
(Tues.) were that although the kids 
were out of school and increased 
boxoffice scales were in effect. the 
grosses would not be comparable to 
that on an ordinary Loliday, how- 
ever, because of the advance likeli- 
hood that election crowds could 
not be anticivated for the film thea- 
tres. All of the Broadway houses 
advertised heavily for the downtown 
mobs that the great Presidential race 
was sure to bring out and sought to 
snare extra business through flashing 
results from stage or screen. Some 
of the houses had tieups with news 
services, others relied on the radio. 
The Paramount introduced an in- 
novation by throwing results 
from the booth on the screen dur- 
ing the running of the picture by 
superimposing it on the bottom of 
the film. This without disturbing the 
performance by the picture. 
eBusiness Monday (4) was generally 
good during the entire day and yes- 
terday started out all right. Due to 
higher scales and scheduling of late 
shows by all houses, it was esti- 
mated the take would be double that 
of Monday or better. 

‘Escape’ and ‘Mark of Zorro’ are 
the two new major first ruts of the 
week. Both are tearing around the 
back stretch for big weeks. At the 


widely read, will upset the dope con- 
cerning anti-Nazi films by doing a 
possible $100,000 and holds over. 
‘Mark of Zorro’ was brought into the 
Roxy Saturday (2) instead of the 
customary Thursday change day and 
started off very powerfully, looking 
perhaps $52,000 on the week. It also 
will hold, 

‘Dictator,’ in its fourth week at 
the Capitol and Astor today (Wed.), 
is not filling the former but at the| 
twice-daily Astor is coming close to 
a capacity sellout. The third week 
at the grind Cap, where seven shows 
are played during weekdays, five on | 
Sundays, the third week ending last 
night brought the b.o. statement to 
around $65,000. This compares with 
$75,000 for the second week. At the 
Astor, with 16 shows on the week at 
upped admissions, reserved seats, the 
second week was $21,500, while the 
six days on the third through Mon- 
day (4) was $18,500. 

The indications are that the Chap- 
lin picture will remain indef at the 
Astor the same as ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ but that it may go out of the 
Cap on its grind run there in three 
or four weeks. 

Holdovers on Broadway show par- 
|ticular strength. ‘Arise, My Love’ 
jand a stage show of Tommy Rey- 
|nolds, Jon Hall and Frances Lang- 
| ford, closed so potently at the Para- 
}mount last night (Tues.) at $39,000 
that a fourth week would have been 
scheduled but for prior commitments. 
iThis is also true of the Strand, 
|where ‘Knute Rockne’ and Woody 
| Herman are gathering terrific mo- 
jmentum for possible $27,000, very 
close behind the second week’s take 
| of $30,000. Strand, however, also will 
;not hold over, though it could have 


| 
|} done so. 














Music Hall the Ethel Vance storys $70 





Even the Rivoli has picked up pace, ! 
j; with the fourth week of six days 


lending Monday night (4) bringing 
the house $13,000 as against $15,000 
| the prior stanza. 

Loew’s second-run State marches 
on in the big profit column, this week 
looking around $32,000 with ‘How- | 
ards of Virginia,’ which didn’t do so 
hot at the Music Hall, plus a b.o.| 


stage bill headed by Harry Rirchman., | 


Sophie Tucker and Joe E. Lewis. | 
House hit an excellent $34,400 last | 
week with ‘Foreign Correspondent’ | 

} 


and the Louella Parsons unit. 
Aided by effective teaser ads, the | 
exploitation campaign on ‘Escape’ 
for the Music Hall, put on by the 
theatre and Metro, takes the Broad- 
way cake. More than the average 
amount of money was spent for ad- 
| vance and run, 
Estimates for This Week 
| Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Dictator’ (M-G) (4th week). Still 
|going strong here. Last week (2d) 
was $21,500, while the six days on 
the third week, including Monday (4) 
| was $18,500, very close to capacity. 
Good extended run indicated here, 
though picture may depart from its 
grind run at the Capitol at an early 
| date. 
| Capitol (4,520; 75-$1.10)—‘Dictator’ 
(M-G) (4th week). Begins the stint 
| today (Wed.) that will add up to a 
;} month with the third stanza through 
last night (Tues.) totaling $65,000. | 
The second week was $75,000, in both 
cases fine profits. 
Criterion (1,662; 





28-44-55-65) — | 


‘Goldeh Fleecing’ (M-G) opens here 
today (Wed). ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ 
(M-G) ground through on seven days 
stoutly to $9,000. In ahead, ‘World 
of Flames’ (Par), $8,500, good. 

Glebe (1,700; 28-35-55)—‘East of 
River’ (WB) (2d-final week). Gath- 
ered a far-above-average $9,000 on 
first week and augurs around $6,500 
on second, okay. 

Palace (1,700; 28-44-55)—‘City for 
Conquest’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Slightly Tempted’ (U) (lst run), 
doubled. This pair is pulling for 
about $8,300, fair. Last week's brace, 


‘No Time for Comedy’ (WB) (2d run) 


and ‘Gay Caballero’ (20th) (1st run), 
$7,500, fair. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-88-99)— 
‘Northwest Mounted Police’ (Par) 
and Glen Gray orchestra open today 
(Wed.). If it were possible to defer 
this booking, theatre would hold over 
Arise, My Love’ (Par), based on a 
$39,000 gross for third week ending 
last night (Tues.), sweil profit. Stage 
aid has been received from Frances 
Langford, Jon Hall and Tommy 
Reynolds orchestra, second week for 
the show having been $46,000, ex- 
cellent, and the first $58,000, sock- 
eroo. Prices for ‘Mounted’ will be 
tilted a little in accordance with 
crowds and hours drawn, 

Radie City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
65-85-99-$1.10-$1.65)—‘Escape’ (M-G) 
and stage show. Big from the bar- 
rier and will! cross the wire at $100,- 
000 or close, immense. Holds over. 
Reserved seats, scale which ups to 
$1.65 at night, have been selling out, 
with picture drawing a class trade 
and getting a much bigger play at 
night than during the day, though 
steady at all times. Last week, ‘West- 
erner’ (UA) let ‘em down, only 


,000. 
Rialto (750; 28-40-55)—‘Cherokee 
Strip’ (Par). Moved in Monday (4) 
and away okay for possible $6,000. 
In ahead, ‘Mexican Spitfire Out 
West’ (RKO) did only $3,500 on five 
days. Behind that “Meet Wildcat’ 
(U) o. k. $6,000. 

Rivoli (2,092; 35-40-55-75-99 )— 
‘Christmas in July’ (Par) opened 
here yesterday (Tues.) after four 
weeks of ‘Long Voyage Home’ (UA), 
which emded_on a muscular note 
Monday night (4) at $13,000 on six 
days as against prior full week of 
$15,000. 

Roxy (5,835; 35-40-55-75) — ‘Zorro’ 
(20th) and stage show. Away. with 
a rush and looks to come under the 
wire with $52,000 or thereabouts, 
very good, and holds. Last week, 
second for ‘Argentine Way’ (20th), 
topped $30,000, all right, with two 
extra days getting $7,000. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Howards’ 
(Col) (2d run) and, on stage, Harry 
Richman, Sophie Tucker, Joe E. 
Lewis. Undoubtedly the in-person 
trio which was at Marden’s Riviera 
is counting plenty at the ticket win- 
dows; indications point to a fine 
$32,000 or in that vicinity. Last 
week, ‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) 
(2d run) and the Louella Parsons 
unit, $34,400, powerful. 

Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99 )— 


‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and Woody 
Herm.n (3d-final week). It’s flying 
hoofs through the stretch, with a 


very sturdy $27,000 in the bag. This 
nears the second week’s take of $30,- 
000, something that’s very unusual. 
Initial seven days’ take was close 
to $44,000. 


‘Dictator,’ $12,500, Not 
Up to Louisville Hopes; 
‘Wanted’ Okay $7,500 


Louisville, Nov. 5 

Lack of new product on downtown 
screens, the unseasonably warm 
weather which has prevailed for the 
past few weeks, plus intense interest 
in the elections, has slowed up b.o, 
traffic in this town. H.o.s at the 
Mary Anderson and Brown are the 
only bright spots in the local picture. 
Windup of Churchill Downs race 
meet to perfect weather conditions 
was no help to b.o.’s Saturday (26). 

‘Great Dictator,’ at Loew’s State, 
priced at®5c. and $1.10, is not as big 
as expected. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Argentine Way’ 
(20th) and ‘Still Alive’ (RKO? (2d 
wk.). Built steadily on moveover 
and will top last week’s mark with 
$3,200. Last week, fine $3,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—‘Drive Night’ (WB) and ‘Rhythm 


River’ (Par). Moving along toward 
good $1,600. Last week, ‘Frank 
James’ (20th) and ‘Young People’ 
(20th), okay $1,500 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 75- 
$1.10)—‘Great Dictator’ (UA). Big 
things were expected of this one. 


However, public is not buying, no 
doubt influenced by critics’ cool re- 
(Continued on page 22) 
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Pitt Forte; ‘Reuters Scandals 226, 


Love’ 14156, ‘Ramparts’ Sock $3,400 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 5. 
(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 

Biz very good, everything consid- 
ered. Public obviously getting a 
little fed up on political hoorah on 
the radio and they’re looking arotnd 
for some amusement. Election Day 
being fortified, too, with everybody 
announcing regular returns in the 
theatres at 10-minute intervals fol- 
lowing close of polls. 


! 
| 
} 
| 
| 





Stanley taking the lead easily with | 


‘Scandals’ on 
from Reuter’s’ and shooting for merry 
dough while ‘Arise My Love’ 
plenty okay at Penn, and ‘Ramparts 
We Watch’ has the Ritz in line for 
small-seater’s biggest week since it 
went first-run. ‘Great Dictator’ at 
Warner slipping few grand in second 
week and opening session's short fig- 
ures indicate generallv disappointing 


engagement. H.o. of ‘Spring Parade’ | light $1,300. 


plenty satisfactory at Fulton and 


Durbin picture should get a third | 10-25-40)—‘Kit Carson’ (UA). 


round. 
panned ‘Kit Carson,’ and Senator, 
which took ‘Down Argentine Way’ 
from Alvin where it had played fort- 
night, are off. 

For ‘Scandals’ and ‘Reuter’s, ‘Stan- 
ley went to town on both, screening 
picture for press and publishers and 
coming in for some nice _ breaks, 
sending pigeons to columnist and 
spotting its flesh generously on the 
radio, and making much of fact that 
show had been at Nixon last season 
for $3.30. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Carson’ (UA). Western didn’t rate 
very good notices. Will be lucky to 
get $5,000, which isn’t so hot here 
these days. Last week second of 
‘Argentine Way’ (20th) around $5,700. 

Fulton (Shea) (1,750; 25-40)— 
‘Spring Parade’ (U) (2d wk.). Do- 
ing very nicely on h.o. Well enough, 
in fact, to rate a third week and 
management is even hoping for a 
fourth. Looks easy for $6,000, and 
that’s really dguzgh for this spot. Last 
week, swell $8,500. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) 
50)—Arise Love’ (Par). 
for at least $14.500 and may jump 
over that figure. Last week ‘Third 
Finger’ (M-G) about the same, and 
would have moved to Ritz had not 
WB-Loew pool wanted to get in 
‘Ramparts’ immediately following 
censors’ okay. ‘i 


(3,300: 25-35- 


stage and ‘Dispatch | 


is | 





Only Alvin, with heavily- | bite off its share, around $3,200, okay. 


| 


| 





|some time, due to personal appear- 





(WB) and ‘Calling Husbands’ (WB), 
not bad, $2,400. 


Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 


tier’ (U), split with ‘Argentine 
Nights’ (U) and ‘Money and Woman’ | 
(WB). Okay, especially last half, | 
$2500. Last week ‘We Are Young’ 
(M-G) and ‘Magnificent Fraud’ 
(Par), split with ‘Flowing Gold’ 

| 


| 


| moved to the Mayfair. 


| ting nice $4,400. 


week ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Dr. Kil- 
dare Home’ (M-G). Nice $5,000, and 


Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50)—'Wyoming’ (M-G) 
and ‘Dr. Kildare Home’ (M-G).‘ 


Moveover average $3,000. Last week 
‘Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Young People’ 
(20th) closed second stanza to aver- 


| age $2,800. 


Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Knew What They 
Wanted’ (RKO) and ‘Dance, Girls’ 
(RKO). Looks good for $4,700. Last 
week ‘Reuters’ (WB) and ‘Profile’ 
(20th) fair $4,000. 

Paramount ‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50) —‘North West Mount- 
ed’ (Par) (second week). Still get- 
Last week great, 


(1,884; 10-25-40) —‘Wyoming’ (M-G). | $5,800 


Making it eight days, and doing neat 
$4,000 on the stretch. Last week 
‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G) and Bowes’ 


unit on stage, three days, $2,700, | 
okay. 

Variety (Noble-Federer) (1,000; | 
10-20-25)—‘Ape’ (Col) and ‘Boys 
City’ (Mono). Kicked off with a 
Hallowe’en midnight show, should 


get $2,400 on the week, good. Last 
week ‘Father Prince’ (WB) and 
‘Orphans North’ (Mono), five days, 


(1,100; 
Will 


Varsity ‘(Noble-Federer) 


Last week ‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO), 
couldn’t get more than average 
money, although bombshelled in ad- 
eg 5 finishing with $2,900 on 
the week. 


ZORRO SLICK 
$18,000, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Nov. 5. 
Hypoed by three-day fiesta honor- 
ing homecoming of Tyrone Power 
for the world premiere of ‘Mark of 
Zorro, burg’s aggregate b.o. cur- 
rently is plenty high. ‘Zorro’ is 
racking up Cincy’s biggest gross for 











lance of Power and pic’s simultane- | 


iin Albee 
'a p.a. with Power at both theatres| Last week, ‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) | gross basis, but disappointing in at- 
Heading | 


Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40) —‘Ramparts’ | 


(RKO). Small-seater all that was 
available so March of Time feature 
was shot in 48 hours after censor 
board lifted its han, with hefty cam- 
paign hastily assembled. Gave house 
biggest opening day in its history and 
should have no trouble clocking $5,- 
400, little short of phenomenal here. 
Last week ‘Knew What 


| 


| 
| 


j 


Wanted’ | Power. 


ous showing on first day, Friday (1) | 
and Shubert. Also doing | 
that night were his wife, Annabella, | 
and Kate Smith and Ted Collins. | 
Kate Smith’s CBS program for} 
Grape-Nuts originated here in the} 


| 200, 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—Third Finger’ (M-G) and 
‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G), Hold- 
ing up well in its second week, $4,- 
st week strong $5,000, 





Loy-Douglas | 


Pacing Wash. 
With $20,000 


Washington, Nov. 5. 

‘Third Finger, Left Hand’ is riding 
on Loy-Douglas lure to lead town by 
an easy margin this week at Capitol, 
Loew's big vauder. ‘Rhythm River’ 
at Earle and ‘Down Argentine Way’ 
at Palace are battling it out for av- 
erage second honors. 

Major disappointment is ‘Too Many 
Girls’ at Keith's, which rated hefty 
praise in all reviews, but is dying, 
apparently from lack of names. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Third Finger’ (M-G) and vaude. 
No-name revue leaves it up to Loy 
and Douglas to lead town with good 
$20,000. Last week ‘Kit Carson’ (UA) 
pitiful $11,000. 





Philly Hit Bad By Pre-Electioneering, 
But Lolly-'Quarterback Fine $24,000 





(WB) and ‘World in 
(Par). Paced at excellent 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Tugboat Annie 
Sails Again’ (WB) and ‘Nobody's 
Sweetheart’ (U), $4,500, slow. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40- 
50)>—'Dispatch from Reuters’ (WB) 
plus vaude. Looking for big $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Hot Steel’ (U) and 
‘Ladies Must Live’ (WB) (five days) 
$3,400, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50) —‘Knew What They 
Wanted’ (RKO) and ‘Mexican Spit- 
fire’ (RKO) with personal by 
Charles Laughton opening day. Eye- 
ing fair $4,500. Last week, ‘Dulcy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Cherokee Strip’ (Par) 
poor $4,300. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 2}-35)— 
‘Stayed for Breakfast’ (Col) and 
‘Captain Caution’ (UA) (4 days), 
fair $1,100; split with ‘Brigham 
Young’ (20th) and ‘Girl Avenue A’ 
(20th) dual (2d run). Headed for 
big $2,400. Last week (30-40-50)— 
‘City for Conquest’ (WB) $2,300, fair. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Man 
Talked Too Much’ (WB) (2d run). 
Expect fair $1,800. Last week, ‘Ram- 
parts’ (RKO) and ‘Maisie’ (M-G) 
(2d run), $2,000, good. 


COMEDY’ 186, 
BOSTON PEPPY 


Boston, Nov. 8. 
House managers expect to take a 


Comedy’ 
Flames’ 











beating from the last-minute heat of 
the election, which keeps the patron- 
age glued to radios, but they were 


Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— | beaming over the weekend as heavy 


‘Brigham Young’ (20th) 
Back downtown after fair week at 
Capitol and will see passable $4,000. 


(3d run) solid $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Rhythm River’ (Par) 
Oke $15,000. 


(2d run).| rain drove would-be football fans 


into the film stands. 
at tilted prices, 


‘Great Dictator,’ 
is out in front on 


tendance. 
‘No Time for Comedy’ is a strong 


and vaude. 'ecard at the Met, and ‘Streets of Paris,’ 
Last week, ‘Christmas | at 65c top, is a 


ood stage draw at the 


indie Emery auditorium the night of|in July’ (Par) and Jimmy Dorsey |RKO Boston. ‘Long Voyage Home’ is 
|‘Zorro’s’ kickoff, with Power guest-|orch slipped after sock weekend for | better-than-average at the Memorial, 


ng. 
“Too Many Girls’ likewise is on | 


the healthy b.o. side this week, with | 
a good Palace figure. It fetched | 
hotcha notices. Keith’s and Lyric 
are under par on ‘Rangers of For- 
tune’ and ‘Blondie Plays Cupid.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Zorro’ (20th). Preeming to a wham | 
$18,000, sparked by p.a. of Tyrone 
Estimate includes first day’s 


} 


| and will hit average $5,000. 


| solid $18,500. 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55) —‘Too 
Many Girls’ (RKO). Dying despite 
good reviews with weak $6,000. ast 
week ,“Knew What Tthey_ Wanted’ 
(RKO) (2d wk) held to strong $7,500. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘City .or 
Conquest’ (WB) (2d run). Back on 
main stem after good week at Earle 
Last 
week ‘Westerner’ (UA) (2d wk) oke 


$8,500. 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 39-55)— 


(RKO), on move-over from Penn, | additional simultaneous showing of|*Down Argentine Way’ (20th). Aver- 


only fair at $2,200. 
Senator (Harris) 


—Argentine Way’ (20th). 


first-run draw in fortnight at Alvin. 
Won’t do 
Last week ‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U) and 


more than $1,800 here. | 


ic in the Shubert. Last week, 


(1,700: 25-35-50) | Westerner’ (UA), excellent $14,000. 
Hardly 
tated a third session downtown, mu-| ‘Westerner’ 
sical having obviously absorbed its| Albee for second week. 


(RKO) 
(UA). 


Capitol (2,000; 33-40-50)— 

Moveover from 
Okay $5,- 
500. Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ 
(Par) (2d run), fair $4,000. 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 


‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th), terrible | ‘Range Busters’ (Mono) and ‘Yester- 


at $1,300. 
Stanley (WB) 
combination. 


ready for it. 
for. Last week ‘Wyoming’ 
out of the money at $8,700. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 75-$1.10)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk.). 


(M-G) 


| day’s 
(3.600; 25-40-60)— | ‘Mystery 
*‘Reuter’s (WB) and ‘Scandals.’ Swell | ‘Calling Husbands’ (WB). 
First stage show here | $2,100. 
in almost two months, and they’re | Caballero’ 
Around $22,000 looked | Academy’ 


with 
and 


split 
(Par) 


Heroes’ (20th), 
Sea Raiders’ 


week on § 
and ‘Military 
divided 


Same _iast 
(20th) 
(Col), 


(Rep). 


ep 
Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)—| 
Pleasing $5,500. | 


off a few grand on h.o. and around | Last week, ‘Rockne’ (WB) (2d run), 
$11.000 is all that can be hoped for.| good $5,000. 


Picture didn’t get a very good recep-| Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
tion from crix, word-of-mouth has|—‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par). Poor} 
been poor, and that stiff scale is | $2,800. Last week, ‘Christmas July 

hurting, too. Opening stanza fer| (Par), no dice at $3,000. 


Chaplin starrer around $16,000. 


disappointing. 


‘Wyoming’ 4G 8 Days, 
Lincoln; ‘Wife’ $3,800 


Lincoln, Neb., Nov. 5. 

Two westerns are in the money, 
and‘ one -sophisticated pic is making 
out rather nicely this week. ‘Wyo- 
ming’ is getting an extra day to- 
day (5) at the Stuart, making eight 
in all, and ‘Kit Carson’ is in easy 
stride for ode fair gate, Varsity. 

‘Hired ife’ is being word-of- 
mouthed into a build at the Lincoln. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Wild Horse Range’ 
(Mono) and ‘Fisherman’s Wharf’ 
(RKO), split with ‘Great Man Votes’ 
(RKO) and ‘Bill Hickok’ (Rep). Fair 
$800. Last week ‘Rainbow Range’ 
(Mono) and ‘Saint London’ (RKO), 
split with ‘Annabel’ (RKO) and 
on California’ (Prin), also 





Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 
(1,503; 10-25-40)—‘Hired Wife’ (U). 
Very good $3,800. Last week ‘Strike 
Up Band’ (MG), which piled up total 
of $7,000 on 12 days, fine. 


Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Para- | 
mount) (1,236; 10-20-25)—‘Nobody’s 
Sweetheart’ (U) and ‘Diamond Fron- 


in- | 
cluding reserved-seat premiere. That’s | ‘Blondie Plays Cupid’ (Col). 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
for $3,000. Last week, ‘Strike Up 
Band’ (M-G), third run and fourth 
week on front line, hotsy-totsy $4,- 
| 000. 

| Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO). Surpris- 
ingly good $10,500. Pic pulled rave 


|reviews, and was puffed with extra} 
spotlight | 


lad campaign to spread 
|from ‘Mark of Zorro’ kickoff. Last 
| week, ‘Burma’ (Par), dipped to $4.,- 
1500 for ®eason’s low in this house. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50) 
—Rockne’ (WB) (3d run), six days. 
Fair $2,500. Last week, ‘Quarter- 
back’ (Par) and ‘World in Flames’ 
(Par), combo, sorry $2,000. 





‘They Knew’ Fine 
$4,700, Port., Ore. 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 5. 
‘They Knew What They Wanted’ 
| got fine start at the Orpheum with 
personal of Charles Laughton. Looks 
as though it might hold two stanzas. 
Only other new pic is ‘Hullabaloo,’ 
holding its own at the Broadway. 
Other three major houses were 
| holdovers., 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G) and ‘Mum- 
my’s Hand’ (U), Okay $4.800. Last 





i | week’s 
All right] ‘Dictator’ at Fifth Avenue at 
‘Gay | 
with | 
| ‘River’s End’ (WB) and ‘Sing, Dance’ 

Dropping | ‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G). 


N.s.h. | 


age $14,500. Last week ,‘Westerner’ 
(UA) (2d wk). oke $8,500. 





‘Dictator’ Sock $18,000 


In Seattle; Election Hurts | 39-44-55) 


Seattle, Nov. 5. 

of. b.o. pix mark this 
downtown film fare, with 
road 
show prices; Charles Laughton in a 
| one-night personal at the Paramount 
for ‘Knew What They Wanted’; Gary 
|Cooper ‘The Westerner’ soloing at 
Liberty and ‘No Time for Comedy’ at 
Orpheum. Election has been hitting 
grosses, with ‘Dictator’ considerably 
under grosses for ‘Gone,’ put nifty 
nevertheless. 

Coliseum is stepping up second 
run of ‘Boom Town,’ top being 4lc. 
instead of 35c. 


Plenty 


day, Sterling chain 
switches to this policy at Palomar 
and Roosevelt. Latter is subject to 


advance to Friday when taking 
| Warner Bros. moveovers from Or- 
| pheum. 


Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-30-31)—‘Boom Town’ 
(M-G) and ‘Chan Museum’ (20th) 
| (2d run). Indicated $5,500, great, 
and may hold. Last week (21-35) 
‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and ‘Kit Car- 
son’ 


lineage upped 300%, anticipates sock 
$18,000, with matinees near capacity, 
nights not. Last week (30-40-50) 
‘Third Finger’ ‘M-G) and ‘Yester- 
day’s Heroes’ (20th) (nine days) 
strong $9,200. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
“Westerner’ (UA). Using plenty of 
néwspaper space, expect big $7,000. 


$4,100, okay. 
Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Third Finger’ 
(M-G) and ‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ 
(20th). Moved from Fifth, anticipat- 
ing good $3,200. Last week, ‘Argen- 
tine’ (20th) and ‘Profile’ (20th) $3,200 
for nine days. Good. 
| Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
| (2,600; 30-40-50)—‘No Time for 





Figuring Monday a better change | 
(John Danz) | 


(UA) (2d run) _ impressive 
$3,600. 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- | 
green) (2,349; 75-1.15)—‘Dictator’ 
(UA). Big newspaper campaign, 


Last week, ‘Howards’ (Col) (2d wk.), | 


and will probably hold over. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 33-44-55-65) 
—Gay Caballero’ (20th) with ‘Streets 
of Paris’ unit on stage for full week. 
Will hit a hefty $18,000. Last week, 


‘Queen Yukon’ (Mono) and ‘Marked | 


Men‘ (Prod), with Blackstone magic 
shoe on stage, four days; and ‘Lady 


Guilty?’ (Mono) 
days, okay $10,000, 
Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44-55) 
|—"Knute Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Calling 
| Husbands’ (WB) (both continued run 
from two weeks at Met). Still okay 
football season draw. Around $6,000. 


(lst run), three 





| 








_ Philadelphia, Noy. 5 

Pre-election day blues are Striking 
downtown b.o.’s this week, and it’s 
bad news all along the line. Phila. 
delphians are hugging their loud- 
speakers and shunning the bright 
lights. Even the heavy product that'c 
been spotted here for this sesh is 
—e to lure Mr, and Mrs. Voter 
out of hiding. 

Only the Earle, with Lolly Parsons* 
unit on the boards, the holdover of 
‘The Great Dictator’ and ‘World in 
Flames’ are doing profitable pbusi- 
ness. Paramount's documentary js 
being hypoed greatly by the advance 
publicity brought about by the ban 
of the film by the censors and its 
subsequent release. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: 75-$1.14)— 
‘Great Dictator’ (UA) (24 wk). Fall- 
ing off, but still an okay $18,500 
Opener socko $28,300. ; 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Strike Band’ (M-G) (third run) 
(2d wk). A little shopworn, but stil] 
eee for $3,200. First week, fair 


Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-63)— 
‘Arise My Love’ (Par). Not hit as 
badly as the others, with profitable 
$16,500. Last week, ‘Third Finger’ 
(M-G), yanked after one week’s take 
of $13,600. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Quarterback’ (Par) with Louella 
Parson’s Hollywood unit. In the blue 
chips with $24,000. Last week, 
combo of ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) with 
Gene Krupa’s orches, equally potent 
$24,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Dispatch Reuters’ (WB). Weakie 
with bare $13,000 in the tills. Last 
week’s six-day trek for ‘Spring Pa- 
gl (U), in second sesh, so-so $10,- 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Knew What Wanted’ ((RKO) (2d 
run). Better than expected with 
$4,200. Last week, ‘Angels Broad- 
way’ (Col), poor $3,700 for second 


run, 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Spring Parade’ (U) (2d run). De- 
fying doldrum with fair $4.500. Last 


| week, ‘Argentine Way’ (20th), just 


under with 





| 


‘Mounties’ 2d $9,000, 


Question’ (Col) (2d run) and ‘Who's |} 





Last week, ‘Burma’ (Par) and ‘World | 


Flames’ (Par), ditto. 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 

‘Long Voyage’ (UA) and 

| ‘Little Heaven’ (U), plus two per- 


| sonal appearances by Gloria Jean on | 


Monday (4). Will hit around $16,000, 
| good. Last week, “Too Many 
| (RKO) and ‘Sandy Gets Man’ (U), 
same. 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 28-39- 
| 44-55)—‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) and 
|‘Father Prince’ (WB). Aiming at 
| very good $18,000. Last week, ‘Knute 
| Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Calling Husbands’ 
(WB) holdover, $14,500. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 75c-$1.10) 
|'—‘Dictator® (UA). Received politely 
but not enthusiastically by the press, 
}and the opening was decidedly dis- 
|appointing here. Film not strong 
enough to draw capacity houses at 
these fancy prices. Rainy weekend 
helped substantially, and final tally 
will be around $25,000. Last week. 
‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Dulcy‘ 
(M-G), okay $16,000. : 
Paramount (M&P) (1.797: 28-39-44- 


Girls’ | 


$4,400 for second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-45-57-68) — 
‘Moon Burma’ (Par) with ‘London 
Can Take It’ (Par). Very poor $12.- 
500. Last week, ‘Hired Wife’ (U), 
shade better with mediocre $1,300. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
‘World in Flames’ (Par). Getting the 
news breaks and netting sweet $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par), 
neat $5,800. 





K. C.; ‘Sinners’ $7,300 


Kansas City, Nov. 8. 

‘Northwest Mounted Police’ in its 
second week at the Newman con- 
tinues to stand out in the boxoffice 
sprint. In its No. 2 sesh it looks to 
exceed a good initial week for most 
of the better films in this spot, and 
at that rate it’s a cinch to go on for 
additional time, all the more note 
worthy in view of the 30% hike in 
admissions. 

‘Great Dictator’ at the Midland is 





| running continuously, but at price: 


| 


| 


of $1.10 and 75c. is finding the going 


slow and the take comparatively 
low. Upped prices evidently the 
stopper here, and house is operat- 
ing with closed balcony and still 


having plenty of seats. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Midwest) 


| (820 and 2,043: 10-28-44)—‘Seven 


| Sinners’ (U). 


At $7,300, fair enough 


| Last week, ‘Spring Parade’ (U) wen: 


|55)—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Call- | 


|ing Husbands’ (WB) (both continued 
run from two weeks at Met). 
| hit $9,000, very good. Last week. 
|‘Burma’ (Par) and ‘World Flames’ 
| (Par), $8,500. 


|—Argentine Way’ (20th) and ‘For- 
|eign Correspondent’ (UA) (both 2d 
|run). Around $4,000 expected. Last 
week, ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and.‘Kildare 
Home’ (M-G) (both 3d run), same. 
State (Loew) (3,600; 75c-$1.10)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA). Headed for good 
$16,500. Last week, ‘Howards Vir- 
ag (Col) and ‘Duley’ (M-G), $10,- 





Mono’s Costly Move 


Hollywood, Novy, 5. 

Monogram’s home office trek from 
New York to California meant the 
expenditure of $25,000 on new con- 
struction at the Ralph Like studio 
and a like amount within the next 
few months. 

Two new buildings have been set 
up to accommodate various depart- 
}ments, and appropriations have been 
i'made for other improvements, in- 
cluding the remodeling of stages. 





Should | 


Scollay (M&P) (2.538: 28-39-44-50) | 





| here. 


|nine days to reap a sturdy, though 


not big $8,500, 

Midland °Loew’s) (4,101; 28-75- 
1.10)—‘Dictator’ (UA). Customers 
are taking to it slowly, and whil¢ 
the take of $8,500 is a fair week fo 


the house, it’s a turkey at these 
prices. Last week, ‘Kildare Goes 
Home’ (M-G) and ‘Dulcy’ ‘+M-G) 


were a lightweight duo and slipped 
to $6,000. 


Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 15- 
31-36-55) —‘Northwest Mounted 
(Par). Goes strongly into second 


week, and $9,000 follow-up will be 
in advance of any other second week 
in years and ahead of most first 
weeks. Third week easily in sight. 
Opening week of $13,000 beat any- 
thing in recent years. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—Too Many Girls’ (RKO) and 
‘Laddie’ (RKO). Getting the musi- 
cal comedy fans and registering @4 
pleasant though not large $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Knew What They 
Wanted’ (RKO) and ‘Mexican Spit- 
fire’ (RKO) dualled with Charles 
Laughton p.a. Opening day drew 
$7,300, good, but not up to expecta- 
tions. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th) with Jos 
Sanders orch on stage. Home tow! 
rep of leader helping and take 
$7,800 is in advance of usual tak: 
Last week, ‘Argentine Night 


|(U) with vaude revue, above-av' 


age at $6,500. 


aa 
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Mpls. Has More Alibis Than B. 0.; 


Kit -Bowes $9,000, Rest Dreary 








Minneapolis, Nov. 5. 

With the Minnesota-Northwestern 
football game at Chicago augmenting 
pre-election distractions, gloom in 
the loop continues thicker than the 
proverbial London fog. More than 
10,.000—many of them undoubtedly 
prospective theatre customers—made 
the Windy City trip. 

They're still digging up plenty of 
alibis for the protracted public ne- 


glect of the film entertainment em- 

oriums. One hears that there has 
oe hoarding of resources for out- 
of-town football trips and to meet 
real estate tax payments, radio po- 
litical oratory diversions, conscrip- 
tion and election § uncertainties, 
strong night club and ether wave 
opposition, disruption of matinee 
trade by a newspaper cooking school, 
and generally adverse business con- 
ditions due to the minor amount of 
war and defense spending here- 
abouts. 

There's nothing in the current pic- 
ture line-up, either, to cause a mad 
rush of customers to the theatres. 
The lone important newcomer is the 
State’s “They Knew What They 
Wanted,’ but it’s away under expec- 
tions at the b.o. Two hold-overs and 
the same number of stage shows are 
of no major boxoffice consequence. 
Due to an advance commitment, 
rather than pulling power, ‘Down 
Argentine Way’ has moved over 
from the State to the Century for a 
second week. ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 
which has done very well for itself 
both at the Century and World, re- 
mains a third week at the latter 
sure-seater house, but now, naturally, 
it’s on the way out. 


Flesh entertainment comprises the 
Major Bowes’ ‘Prize Winners of 
1940’ unit at the Orpheum and the 
Alvin’s revue headed by Ruth Lowe 
and Edythe Wright. Neither stage 
show has any substantial screen 
backing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Hirsch-Katz) (1,400; 28-44- 
55)—'Hold Woman’ (PDC) and stage 
revue, with Ruth Lowe and Edythe 
Wright. Show meeting approval. A 
money's worth in entertainment, but 
the public here is spoiled by super- 
shows and demands tremendous 
values, and the tough customers 
don’t get too excited over these lay- 
outs. Pretty good $4,000 hoped for. 
Last week, ‘This Man News’ (Par) 
and stage show with Estelle Taylor, 
$3,600, mild. 

Aster (Par-Singer) 


(900; 15-28)— 


‘Mummy's Hand’ (U) and ‘Yesterday’s | 


Heroes’ (20th). Dual first-runs in 
for five days and fair $1,200 indi- 
cated. ‘Captain Caution’ (UA) and 
‘Diamond Frontier’ (U), also dual 
first-runs, open Thursday (7) for 
week. Last week, “Three Men Texas’ 
(Par) and ‘Calling Husbands’ (WB), 
dual first-runs, split with ‘Wagon 
Train’ (RKO) and ‘Father Prince’ 
(WB). also dual first-runs, satisfac- 
tory $1,500. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600: 28-39- 
44)—‘Argentine Way’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Moved here from State Will be 
lucky to reach $4,000, pretty good. 
Last week, ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) (2d 
wk), good $4,300 after big $9,600 first 
week at State. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28)—‘Aw- 
ful Truth’ (Col) (re-issue). Doing 
all right for itself and should reach 
satisfactory $900. Last week, ‘Villain 
Pursued Her’ (RKO), yanked after 
five days, light $400. 


Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— 
‘Public Deb’ (20th). Well spotied in 
this house which caters to the 
younger element. Punched toward 
fairly good $3,000. Last week, | 
‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par), 2,200, | 
mild. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 39-| 
44-55)—‘Kit Carson’ (UA) and Ma-! 


jor Bowes’ unit 
but picture of little box-office value 
and not contributing to gross. Good 
$9,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Dulcy’ 
(M-G) and Glen Gray’s ‘Casa Loma’ 
band, Cass Daley, etc., on stage, with 
Gray and Miss Daley probably en- 
lirely responsible for big $17,000. 


State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
44)—Knew What They Wanted’) 
(RKO). Favorable critics’ and audi- 


ence reactions, but not doing well | 


ey out after six days’ probable $4,- 
200, 
per ads state picture ‘will neither in- 
terest nor entertain children.’ Point- 
ing toward good $9,000. Last week 
Argentine Way’ (20th), $5,000, light. 


_Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39 )—‘For- 
eign Correspondent’ (UA). First 
neighborhood showing. Film ap- 


parently lacking in feminine appeal 
and did only mildly in locp first- 
run and disappointing results indi- 
cated here, too. Looks like slow 
“2.000, Last week. ‘Lucky Partners’ 
(RKO), $2,500, okay. 

oo World (Par-Singer-Steffes) 
“3-39-44-55) —‘No Time 
(WB) (3d wk). 
Good enough $1,500 in prosvect after 
dig $2,300 second week, following 
a $5,700 first canto at Cen- 
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Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ..........$1,831,400 
(Based on 26 cities, 179 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 





Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ,.........$1,564,700 
(Based on 26 cities, 172 theatres) 


Tugboat’-Tucker 
$10,500, Ind’pls: 
Chaplin Way Off 


Indianapolis, Nov. 5. 

The weather man is the most 
popular feliow in town this week 
with the natives, and the worst ene- 
my 6f managers of houses in the 
downtown sector. With perfect 
weather potential customers are 
taking a last look at the countryside 
and, as a result, week-ends are suf- 
fering at the boxoffice. 

Biggest disappointment is Loew’s 
where ‘Dictator’ at a $1.10 top is 
way under expectations after a 
lavish buildup with national assist 
ads prior to opening. Picture was 
booked in on Thursday with the in- 
tention to keep it eight days or, 
longer, but house is turning it loose 
after the usual week and returning 
to double features. Circle and In- 











showing ‘Seven Sinners’ aiid ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ and latter with ‘They 
Knew What They Wanted’ and ‘I’m 
Stil Alive.’ Lyric is about normal 
with ‘Tugboat Annie Sails Again’ 
and Tommy Tucker orch on stage. 

Another thorn in the side of 
downtown 
is the opening of the hockey season 
at the Coliseum on the State Fair 
Grounds. This is the second season 
for the icemen, last year having 
played to 125,000 paid admissions 
during the at-home games. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and ‘Slight- 
ly Tempted’ (U). Okay $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Quarterback’ (Par) and 
George White’s Scandals on stage did 
profitable $12,500. 





Stage show okay, | 


Advance trailers and newspa- | 


Comedy’ | 
Surprise top grosser. | 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
| 40)—‘Knew What, Wanted’ 
| and ‘Still Alive’ (RKO). Fair $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Mexican Spitfire °RKO), bad $4,600. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 75-1.10)— 
| ‘Dictator’ (UA). Opened a day early 


with great hopes, but no dice for a! 


|}puny $9,500 at the upped prices 


which means plenty of empty seats 
during the continuous showing. Last 
| week, ‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and 
|*Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G), six 


| days, okay $6,500 at regular prices. 


Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— | 
i‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB) and Tommy 
Tucker orch. Fair $10,500. Last 


week, ‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep) and 
Laurel & Hardy heading vaude, good 
| $12,500. 





} 
} Providence, Nov. 5. 
Driving rain over the weekend 
which cut attendance to the bone all 
around put a crimp in what might 
have turned out to be unusually high 
grosses. Clearing weather late Sun- 
day gave an immediate boost 
Chaplin’s ‘Great Dictator’ playing 
Loew's State at an increased price 
policy isn’t drawing as well as ex- 
pected and indications point to only 
fairish take in view of expectations, 
‘Northwest Mounted’ still pulling 
|strong at Strand in second week. 
‘at Majestic’s showing of ‘Little Bit 
of Heaven’ cornered plenty of juve 
trade. 


Strong publicity campaign which | 
co-op advertising, | 


drew plenty in 
and radio time, and which made 
good use of the mails for personal 
contacts, was put to use by Loew's 
State for its current showing of 
Chaplin's ‘The Great Dictator.’ 
Street stunts had Charlie Chaplin 
imitators walking about the down- 
town district with signs plugging the 
show. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
'"Too Many Girls’ (RKO) and 
‘Stranger Third Floor’ (RKO). Head- 
ing for good $7,000. Last week, 
; ‘Knew What They Wanted’ 


{ and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) (2d wk.), ni 
| $5,000. wk.), nice 


- Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 


| 50)—‘Argentine Way’ (20th) and 
‘Great Profile’ (20th) ( 2d run). 
Keeping healthy for good $3,200. 
Last week, ‘Rockne’ (WB) and 


‘Pier 13’ (20th) (3d downtown wk.), 
swell $4,000. 


Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—‘Bill 
Hickok’ (Rep) and ‘Sandy Gets 
Man’ (U). Holding own for good 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Hell’s Angels’ 
(reissue) and ‘Triple Justice’ (RKO), 
good $4,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Bit of Heaven’ (U) and ‘Reuters’ 
(WB) with Gloria Jean on stage 
Saturday and Sunday. House played 
to standing room Sunday with em- 
phasis on the younger’ element. 
Spotted for swell $9,000. Last week, 


| ‘Argentine Way’ (20th) and ‘Great 


Profile’ (20th), nice $8,000. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 75-1.10)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA). Generally apathe- 
tic attitude enhanced by bad 


weather sendoff keeping gross be- 
low expectations, though expected 
$18,000 not to be sneezed at. Last 
week, ‘Kildare Goes Home’ (M-G) 
and “Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G), 
fairish $9,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 35-50-65)— 
‘Northwest Mounted’ (Par) and 
‘Girl Havana’ (Rep) (2d wk.). House 
still packing them in for socko 
$8,000, after record breaking $14,800 








| 
} 
i 


movie house operators | 


(RKO) | 


‘DICTATOR’ 186, BELOW 
PROV. EXPECTATIONS 


. ' 
Gloria Jean personal two-day stand 


(RKO) ! 


in first week. 





ARISE’ $16,000, 


BUT FRISCO 
DROOPY 


San Francisco, Nov. 5. 
The boys are crying the blues this 
week. Campaign speeches have kept 
the fans glued to their radios and 
those who have come downtown 


diana are about even with former | have been dropping between $4,000 


and $6,000 nightly to see Bob Hope 
and the new cars in Civic Auditor- 
ium auto show. Holdovers and hold- 
downs on ads and expenses are the 
rule. All first runs threw in ‘London 
Can Take It’ (WB) this week. Pro- 
ceeds to British War Relief. 


Estimates for This Week 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 
Memories’ (20th). 
starrer well received. May hit $16,- 
000 despite election dent. Last (2d- 
final) week, ‘Third Finger’ (M-G) 
and ‘Cherokee Strip’ 
ered storm for $9,000. 


Golden Gate (RK) (2,850; 39-44- | 
and | 


55)—‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO) 
vaude. Election hurting here, too, 
holding tally to $13,000. Last week, 
‘Spitfire West’ (RKO), $10,500, mild. 

Orpheum (F*%°-M) (2,400; 35-40-50) 
—Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Glamour 
Sale’ (Col) (3d wk). 
out election blues with $6,500. 
ond week, $9,000. 


Sec- 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-40- 
50)—‘Argentine Way’ (20th) and 
‘Quarterback’ (Par) (3d wk). Will 


ter. Last (2d) week got $9,500. 
St. Francis (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Burma’ (Par) and ‘Round 


Mountain’ (Par) (moveover). Will 
do well to get average $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and 
‘Girl Havana’ (Rep) finished third 
slot with $4,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50)—Westerner’ (UA) (3d wk). 
Looks like at least $6,000 and stays 
for a fourth week with ‘Dictator’ 
(UA) following. Second week, okay 
$8,000. 


Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 34-40-50) 
—‘Reuters’ (WB) and ‘World in 
Flames’ (Par). Probably won't do 


over $9,006. Ought to pick up after 
election depreshends. ‘Flames’ was 


tossed in at last minute, replacing 
advertised ‘Father Is Prince.’ Last 
week, ‘Burma’ (Par) and ‘Round 


Mountain’ (Par), only so-so at $11,- 
000, 


Omaha; ‘Leve’ Slow 86 


Omaha, Nov. 5 


Nobody’s bragging about busines 


this week, grosses being well down 
from the high spots of the past 
month. State will do pretty well, 


around $1,500 for the first half of the 
week with the Disney festival plus 
‘Snow White. Omaha with ‘Arise 
My Love’ won't get more than $8,000 
even with Colbert’s popularity at 
the house. Orpheum with ‘Rangers 
of Fortune’ and ‘Public Deb No. 1’ 
will be lucky to wind up with $9,000 

Political blasts coming via air cut 


into the theatre take all week, the 
night Roosevelt's talks are on mak- |} 
ing a fairly deep dent. Kennedy’s 
talk cut in too. Parades and final 


muss meetings took heavy toll Sat- 
urday night. 
Estimates for This Week 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Arise Love’ (Par) and ‘Yester- 
(Continued on page 22) 


35-40-50 )— | 
‘Arise My Love’ (Par) and ‘Street of | 
Colbert-Milland | 


(Par), weath- | 


Stays to ride | 


be good $6,500 unless things get bet- | 


‘Mounted ’- Vaude 


L. A. Also Sings Campaign Blues; 


Big $30,000, But 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week 
(Based on 12 theatres) 

Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $298,800 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


Dictator’ $28,000, 
‘Girls’ -Cugat 146, 
Cleveland So-So 


Cleveland, Nov. 5. 

Schoolmarms’ convention last Fri- 
day gave all houses a well needed 
break, but outside of ‘Great Dictator’ 
at Stillman, majority are being cut 
down by the election hullabaloo. 
Business Saturday (2) was com- 
pletely shot by visit of F.D.R., whose 
parade tied up street traffic. 

Chaplin satire at hiked prices is 
zooming up to a grand $28,000 under 
impetus of a smash opening that 
came within $400 of first-day record 
for ‘Gone with Wind.’ Xavier Cu- 
gat’s rhumba crew collabed with 
‘Too Many Girls’ managing to do 
okay for Palace, but ‘Moon Over 
Burma’ at State is dropping into the 
so-so class. Ditto for ‘They Knew 
What They Wanted’ at Hipp. 


Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB). Corralling 
very nice $4,000 on moveover. Last 
week ‘City Conquest’ (WB) on shift- 
over got poor $2,800. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—They Knew What They Wanted’ 
| (RKO). A little too heavy for this 
stand, with barely $10,000 in sight. 
Last week ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) had 
excellent send-off. but slowed up at 
the half-way mark to nab satisfac- 
tory $13,000. 

Lake (Warner) (900; 28-40)—Gay 
| Caballero’ (20th) and * Chan Wax 
Museum’ (20th). House seems un- 
able to build up any sort of profit- 
| able clientele with dualed B’s, this 
| pair dribbling along to miserable 


esevseveseer 














| $800. Warners may close it if biz 
| doesn’t pick up. Last week ‘Ladies 
|Must Live’ (WB) and ‘Military 


| Academy’ (Col), also $800. 
| Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55- 
65)—‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO) plus 
Xavier Cugat’s orch. Good combo, 
and $14.000 is over the ordinary. Last 
week ‘Reuters’ (WB) with George 
Jessel’s unit, $15,000, okay. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-43-55) 
-‘Burma’ (Par). Dreary $8,000, and 
being kept only six days to make 
way for ‘Escape’s’ advanced Thurs- 
day opening. Last week ‘Third Fin- 
ger’ (M-G), above average, $12,500. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,972: 75-$1.10) 
Dictator’ (UA). With tilted gate, 
swell promotion and dress-up shin- 
dig for opening, which resulted in a 
sell-out day, Chaplin comedy is 
whamming out $28,000, socko stuff 
Last week ‘Kit Carson’ (UA) a smart 
surprise at $5,000. 


‘ARISE LOVE’ $24,000, 
B’KLYN: ‘ROCKNE’ 226 


Brooklyn, Nov. 5 
Despite intense interest in the 
presidential campaign and presence 
of Chief F tive at local Academy 
f M . Fri ! for | 
mayor aqgare io ntown delux TS 
veren’t affected too much at b.o.’ 
Fabian Paramount doing top biz with 
‘Arise My Love’ and ‘Five Little 
Peppers in Trouble,’ while sister- 
house down the street, Fabian Fox, 
with ‘Knute Rockne—Al!l American’ | 


and ‘Melody and Moonlight’ will be 
second in line. Loew’s Metropolitan 
also looks forward to a _ pleasant 


week, showing ‘Strike Up the Band’ 
and ‘Diamond Frontier.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274: 25-35-50)— 
‘Argentine Way’ (20th) and ‘Stil! 
Alive’ (RKO). Satisfactory $18,500 
Last week. ‘Knew What They 
Wanted’ (RKO) and ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ (U), nice $20,000. 


Fox (Fabian) (4,089; 25-35-50)— 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Melody 
Moonlight’ (Rep). Combo will reach | 
for nifty $22,000. Last week, 


‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Quar- 


terback’ (Par) (2d wk.), good $15,500. | 


Met (Loew's) 
| ‘Strike Up Band’ 
;mond Frontier’ (U). 


(3,618: 25-35-50)— 
(M-G) and ‘Dia- 
Strong $20,000 


i Last week, ‘Foreign Correspondent | 


Reuters NG. 146, ‘Howards OK 196 


= 


Los Angeles, Nov. 5. 
(Best Exploitation: State) 


Unprecedented election interest is 
keeping down attendance in most of 
the local first-runs, exception being 
the Paramount, where ‘Northwest 
Mounted Police’ is heading for ter- 
| rific $30,000. Only other houses to 
cross the 10G mark are Loew’s State, 
with a comfortable $12,000, and Pan- 
tages, expected to reach $10,000 on 
first week of ‘Howards of Virginia.’ 
‘Third Finger Left Hand’ looks like 
okay $21,000 at the State and Chi- 
nese. ‘Dispatch from Reuter’s’ fold- 
ed at Warners (4) after weak $14,000 
for the two houses. 

Novel exploitation idea was con- 
ceived and worked out for ‘Third 
Finger’ by George Watters. Hun- 
dreds of women, who wore wedding 
rings but no diamond engagement 
rings, had their left hand photo- 
graphed, with tieup made with a 
leading downtown jewelry house to 
give away a diamond ring daily to 
the woman whose photographed hand 
appeared in the store window. Jew- 
elry house took newspaper ads boost- 
ing the picture and the giveaway, 
and drew hundreds of prospective 
customers of diamond rings, espe- 
cially married women who have not 
as yet been given an engagement 
diamond. Only cost to F-WC was for 
a photographer. Jewelry house sup- 
plied the rings and newspaper ad- 
vertising. 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 55c- 
83c-$1.10-$1.65)—‘Thief Bagdad’ (UA) 
(3d week). Dipped to $4,800 on third 
stanza, with one more to go before 
‘The Great Dictator’ moves in. Last 
week, ‘Thief’ ended with slim $6,600. 


Chinese (Grauman-rF-WC) (2,924; 
30-44-55-75)—Third Finger’ (M-G) 
and ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G). 


Will likely hit around $9,000, with 
election hysteria hurting. Last week, 
‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare Home’ 
(M-G), slim $8,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-44-55) 
| —‘Dispatch Reuters’ (WB) and ‘Mel- 
|ody Moonlight’ (Rep). Election in- 
terest undoubtedly held trade down 
to n. g. $7,000. Pulled yesterday 
| (Tuesday). Last week, five-day 
|holdover of ‘City Conquest’ (WB) 
and ‘Nobody’s Sweetheart’ (U), very 
good $6,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 55-75) 
—Foreign Correspondent’ (6th wk). 
| With one more week to go, trade 
| weak currently at $2,400. Last week, 
| slightly over $3,600. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100;. 30-44-55-75) 
|—‘Snow White’ (RKO) and Disney 
| Academy winner shorts (4th wk). 
| Nearing end of run, with another 
| $2,300 in sight this week. Third week 
| dipped to $2,800, but still profitable. 
| Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 30-44-55) 
—‘Disnatch Reuters’ (WB) and ‘Mel- 
ody Moonlight’ (Rep), dual. Got 
away to good start, but sagged as 
week progressed and wound up Sun, 
(3) with poor $7.000. Last week, 
‘City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Sweet- 
heart’ (U), on five-day holdover, okay 
$5.000. 








Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 30-44-55)— 
‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Lady 
Question’ (Col). Okay $10.000. Last 
week, ‘Know Wanted’ (RKO) (2d 
wk) and ‘Meet Wildcat’ (U), topped 
$6.100 

Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-44-55- 


75—“North West Mounted’ (Par) and 
stage show. DeMille opus getting 
smash $30,000. Will hold. Last week, 
holdover of ‘Moon Burma’ (Par) with 
‘World in Flames’ (Par) added, fin- 
ished with $17.000, as expected. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)—~ 
‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Lady 
Question’ (Col). Headed for good 
$9.200. Will hold. Last week, ‘Knew 
What Wanted’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
‘Wildcat’ (U), good $6.400 

State (Loew’s-F-WC) (2.414: 30-44- 


55-75)—Third Finger’ (M-G) and 
‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G) Un- 
less unexvected happens will hit 
okay $12,000. Last week. ‘Wyoming’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G), 
very good $13,400 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100: 
30-44-55)—"W yoming’ (M-G) and 
holdover of ‘Argentine Way’ (20th). 
Looks like satisfactory $5,000. T.ast 
week, Argentine’ (20th) and ‘Sky 
Murder’ (M-G). okay $4.000 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-44-55) 
|—‘Wyoming’ (M-G) with holdover 
‘Argentine Way’ (20th). Moveover 


not so hot here. and best in sight 
| $5,200. Last week. ‘Argentine’ (20th) 
and ‘Sky Murder’ (M-G), good $6,200. 


(UA) and ‘We Are Young’ 
(2d wk.), good $17,000 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 
50)—‘Arise My Love’ (Par) 
‘Pepper Trouble’ (Col). Booming 
$24,000. Last week, ‘City Conquest’ 
(WB) and ‘Earl Puddlestone’ (Rep) 
| (3d wk.), okay $14,500 

Strand (WB) (2.870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Calling Husbands’ (WB) and ‘Drums 
Desert’ (Mono). Uneventful $4,000. 
‘Last week, ‘Coming Round Mountain’ 
(Rep) and ‘Fugitive Prison Camp’ 
(Col), good $5,000. 


(M-G) 
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Sell the Producer, Gould Urges 
At UA Convention in Buenos Aires 





Buenos Aires, Oct. 29. 

Selling the producer instead of the 
star or story is the newest angle 
peing tried in South America by 
United Artists. Slant was revealed 
at first international continent con- 
yention held by UA attended by 
representatives from Argentina, 
Chile, Uruguay, Brazil and Peru. 

According to Walter Gould, as- 
sistant to Arthur W. Kelly, v. p. in 
charge of foreign distribution, world 
conditions have shifted so rapidly in 
recent months that attempting to sell 
a definite schedule of pix is risky, 
especially here, where theatres and 
distribution centers are _ scattered 
over a tremendous area. 

Gould told conventioneers records 
and talents of such men as Selznick, 
Goldwyn, Korda, Wanger and Roach 
could be depended on, regardless of 
whether they picked this yarn or 
that and whether or not war and 
other conditions would change Hol- 
lywood plans. Stressed that if dele- 
gates could get this across to exhibs 
they would not only be making 
things better for themselves, but test- 
ing a plan which might be followed 
in the States. 

New season will open with Charles 

haplin’s ‘Great Dictator,’ which has 
had much advance interest in the 
South American press. Although not 
mentioned at the confab, it’s more 
than likely that strong Nazi pressure 
will be brought to bear to ban the 
pix in several countries, particularly 
Brazil and Chile, which have large 
German groups. No protests have 
yet been officially registered. 


Also too early to know if selling 
producers will get across. While they 
get top billing in B. A. and a few 
other major cities, most filmgoers 
know the stars above anything else 
and line up at the boxoffice on that 
basis. 

Gould sailed from B. A. Oct. 25, 
planned to spend a short time in Rio 
and then fly north. 


Gould Steps Up 
Walter Gould was named Monday 








NIXES THE BULL 


Femme Matador Paid in Advance 
Though Others Get Promises 








Mexico City, Nov. 5. 

Conchita Cintron, the ace lady 
matador, who has a dash of Ameri- 
can in her, is a businesswoman. She 
was the only bullfighter to profit at 
a blood and sand fiesta that flopped 
because of bad management in 
Toluca, capital of the state of 
Mexico, near here. 

All the male fighters, including two 
celebrated matadors, not only didn’t 
get a centavo for their time and 
trouble but they were out carfare 
as well. But the senorita demanded, 
and received, $1,000 (Mex) before 
she left here for Toluca. 


BIG BACKLOG ON 
FOREIGN 
FILMS 








Instead of what had been ex-! 


pected to be a shortage of European 
pictures, mostly French-made, due 
to the war, there probably will be 
a surplus of these productions dur- 
ing the next six or eight months. 


Reason for this paradoxical situa- 
tion—with French producers turn- 
ing out few new _ pictures—which 
finds so many features available is 
that foreign-language film distribu- 
tors always are a year or two be- 
hind production schedules, particu- 
larly in France. There naturally is 
a large backlog of product available 
consequently. 

Besides six French productions 
presently running, booked or recent- 


(4) to act as head of the foreign de-'}y concluding runs at N. Y. arty 


partment of United Artists by Mur- 
ray Silverstone, UA chief. 
fill the spot left vacant by the pro- 
motion recently of Arthur Kelly to 
general sales manager. 

Gould's appointment was made 


following his return Sunday (3) 
from a four-month visit to UA’s 
exchanges in Central and South | 


theatres, there are 14 other features 


He will} produced in France on hand await- 


ing future release. Several others 
probably will be made available be- 


| fore the end of the year. 


America, where he presided over a | 


convention in Buenos Aires Oct. 20. 
His title was division manager for 
Latin-America, but he functioned 
largely as an assistant to Kelly, with 
particular attention to South 
America. 

Sam Seidelman, whose title is New 
York representative for Latin 
America, but who concentrated on 
Central America, will step up to 
Gould’s post, handling both Central 
and South America, but will not 
take Gould’s title. He is currently 
in Buenos Aires. 


Thomas P. Mulrooney, foreign 


sales manager, is not affected by the | 


shifts. Gould has been in the UA 
foreign department since 1926 and 


| Nothing to Declare’; ‘Pepe le Moko’ | 


has headed the Latin American divi- | 


sion for the past eight years. 


In London Studios 


London, Oct. 22. 

Leslie Howard finally -. underway 
with his director-actor ticket. Story 
is “Professor Pimpernel Smith,’ with 
Howard as smuggler of refugees 
from Germany. Valerie Hobson 
draws femme spot. Scripting chore 
Boes to R. de Grunrwald. 








: New outfit, GHW Productions, put 
Better Than Light’ into work at Den- 
ham. Pic stars Wilfrid Lawson and 
Mary Jerrold. Norman Walker di- 
rects from script by Manning Haynes. 





Ealing Studios under Michael Bal- 
Sag announce schedule of seven picts 
or coming months, Titles for three 
are ‘Murder at St. Michael’s,’ 


rae George Formby; ‘Leave Train,’ 
. Sinal by Pat Kirwan. Remainder 
re in construction stages, 





BP ae Meeting,’ which is the 

rv Scheduled for production by 

ee British Picture Corp. at 
W 


Seusine’ will give Sarah Churchill, 

wife 7 ot the English premier and 

te of Vic Oliver, her first starring 
*. Nova Pilbeam is also in cast. 


| Jean Gabin, 
| Burstyn; 


| Hour,’ 


Survey of French product situa- 
tion shows ‘Mayerling to Sarajevo 
at the Little Carnegie; “Two Women 
at the ~ 55th Street Playhouse; 
‘Baker’s Wife’ at the World; ‘Heri- 
tage’ at the Belmont (opened Mon- 
day, Nov. 4); ‘Hatred’ getting ready 
for a run at the Fifth Avenue Play- 
house and ‘Grand Illusion’ (reissue) 
recently run at the Plaza. Besides 
these, the Czech film, ‘Merry Wives,’ 
is slated to go into the Bryant (old 
Cameo on 42nd Street), on Nov. 11. 

In addition, the French-made pic- 
tures which have been shown in 
France but still await release here, 
include ‘The Patriot,’ handled by 
World Distributors; ‘Man of the 
with Maurice Chevalier; 
‘Twins of Brighton,’ with Raimu, and 
‘Musicians of Heaven,’ both in the 
hands of Leo Films; ‘Have You 


(U. S. remake is ‘Algiers’), ‘vith 


‘The King Is 


‘They Were Nine Bachelors’ with 
‘Sacha Guitry: ‘The White Slave’ 
with Dalio; ‘Retour A’lube’ with 


| Danielle Darrieux; ‘Schpoontz,’ with 


|Fernandel, being distributed by 
|French Films Import (Andre R. 
Heymann); ‘Drama of Shanghai,’ 





| 
i 
| 
s 


‘Moulin Rouge’ and ‘Trapped’ with 
Maurice Chevalier. Some of these 
imports have not even been titled 
in English for U. S. consumption. 


While there are an_ increasing 
number of features coming up from 
the Latin-American market, espe- 
cially Mexico and Argentina, bulk 


of these pictures thus far have not) 


evidenced the stability essential to 
make them stand up for long runs 
in arty houses. 





Russe Pic’s N.Y. Date 


Soviet-made films, which had a 


ay st ‘ Will | tough time locating a new showcase | 
far starrer; ‘As You Were,’ legit hit,! in New York City, 
| kino Pictures, new 


distributing out- 
government, ch- 
grind house on 


fit for the Russian 
tained the Miami, 
Sixth Avenue. 
‘The Great Beginning’ opens there 
about Nov. 14, and is the first mid- 


town run for Soviet pix since the) 


shuttered last spring and 
reopened recently as 


Cameo 
subsequently 


the Bryant on West 42nd street out | 


with a new film policy. 


handled by Mayer &| 
Amused’; | 


finally, via Art- | 





London in War Time 











London, Oct. 22. 
Argyle theatre, Birkenhead, which 


ing England in prewar days, has 
been demolished by enemy bombing. 





on duty outside the London Hippo- 
drome, 





Arthur Greenspan’s household 
goods demolished by bomb. Like- 
wise homes of David Macdonald, the 
film director, and Billy Cotton, the 
band leader, 





Eric Maschwitz now full fledged 
major at the War Office, but still re- 
tains his interest in the British 


advisory capacity. 





Frank Preston (Lucille and Frank) 
has joined the Royal Air Force. 





Doreen Blake, daughter of Tom 
Payne and Vera Hillyard, just turned 
18, has taken up nursing as career. 





General Theatres Corp. and Moss 
Empires to stay open despite fort- 
nightly notice to staff, which is only 
a precautionary measure. 





Jack Hylton has been offered $10,- 
000 for his life story, which would 
be titled ‘Jack Looks Back,’ but is 
holding out for more coin. 





Charles Heslop’s house bombed in 
London while he was away broad- 
casting for BBC. 








U.S. Producers Pian 
Program-Type Films 
To Be Made in Antips 


Sydney, Oct. 15. 
Providing present plans mature, 
two or three U. S. producers are pre- 








|pared to Clipper a marquee name, | 


technician and cameraman here to 
work with local producers in pro- 
;ducing several pix, mainly of the 
|program type for use here and in 
\U. S. In this way, the U. S. producers 
see a way out to unfreeze some of 
| the coin held by the government to 
{conserve dollars for wartime needs. 
|The producers would be allowed to 
use their frozen money locally. A 
certain amount of finance, however, 
must come from the local units. 


| Most interested in the scheme 
;are Cinesound, National and Argossy. 
|Aubrey Scotto, Hollywood director, 
{is said to be representing certain 
U. S. interests keen to break into 
|\the Aussie field on setup as outlined. 
Scotto boated in some weeks back 
| for conferences with those most in- 
lterested in the home production 
field. 


| Argossy and National, units headed 
by the Denison newspaper group, 
with Fred Daniells in charge, would 
\like U. S. picture men to take two 


| pix already completed locally with 
|}governmental dough, ‘That Cer- 
| tain Something’ and ‘Power and 


|Glory,’ directed by Clarence Badger 
and Noel Monkman, respectively, 
with a homebrew talent lineup. 
However, U. S. men prefer, especially 
for own market, to have a name 
with marquee pull. 





| 
| 

RKO has entered the production 
field in Spain as an experiment, with 
the idea of getting part of its frozen 
coin out of that country. If the ini- 
tial p roduction works out as well as 
expected, and difficulties are not en- 
countered in money remittances, ad- 
ditional features may be made there. 
Film will be made in Spanish, but 
would be dubbed into English if 
found strong enough for the Ameri- 
can market. 

Understood that RKO may be able 
to realize only half of actual rental 
money obtained through distributing 
this picture in the world market. 
The original proposition made by 
the Franco government was for 
50% of the money collected from 
distribution of the picture to be re- 
turned to Spain because of the need 
for dollar exchange in that coun- 
try. Howéver, RKO will have been 
able to use frozen coin held in Spain 
expenditures. Also 


|} for production 


|has played most American acts visit- | 


Bombings; Check U. S. Control? 


re 
Jack Hulbert, who is a war cop, is | 


Broadcasting Corp., although only in | 


RKO Producing Picture in Barcelona 


British Exhib Investments in Aussie 
Would Offset Home Losses via Nazi 





GOV’T BACKS TROUPE 





At $30 Monthly to Each 





Mexico City, Nov. 5. 

So that the drama won't go en- 
tirely to the dogs here, the Ministry 
|of Public Education has organized a 
| company of 17 players to present 
, three picked plays during this season. 
Each player receives $30 a month. 
They are all amateurs, 





to have been the debut bit for this 
company was dropped after several 
rehearsals because of the new right- 
ist trend in Mexico. 








EVACUATE BRIT. 


|a booking 


CHILDREN TO 
AUSSIE 


Sydney, Oct. 15. 

Charles Munro, managing director 
of Hoyts, is presently working out a 
scheme with local industry assistance 
to transport to Australia for the 
war’s duration children of British pic 
people. Scheme will be worked 
through the cooperation of the Brit- 
ish and local governments insofar as 
transportation is 
finance for maintenance coming 
solely from the home industry. 

Believed that U. S. interests oper- 
ating here via the Motion Picture 





A decided leftist drama that was | 


| 


Sydney, Nov. 5. 
Certain British film exhibitor in- 


Mexico Sponsors Amateur Legiters -terests may make a buy into certain 


independent circuits of Australia 
and New Zealand. Move is predi- 
cated on the desire of London ex- 
hibitors to overcome losses caused 
by the Nazi air blitz in England by 
extending their holdings to other 
parts of the British empire. 

With the Greater Union Theatres- 
Hoyts booking accord timed for final 
consummation next Jan. 1, following 
final pressure from 20th-Fox, which 
holds controlling interest in Hoyts, 
British capital is likely to flow to 
this territory to offset also any pos- 
sible American control. British pro- 
ducers see the agreement as a hin- 
drance to more open distribution. 

The Hoyts-Greater Union deal 
would establish General theatres as 
unit for both theatre 
chains, insuring strong product for 
both. 





Problem Up Before 
Fear of American control of 
Aussie picture houses has been up 
many times before. In fact, it was 
the complaint of Greater Union 
Theatres over inability to obtain 
first-run product from top American 
major distributors that eventually 
resulted in the pending setup be- 
tween Hoyts and Greater Union s0 
that both circuits would be insured 

of strong U. S. screen fare. 





C. Z. DEFENSE COIN UPS 


concerned, with | 


PANAMA PIX BUSINESS 








Distribs Assn, will also come to the | 


fore with monetary assistance to 
make the scheme workable, and that 
the Exhibs’ Assn. will back the 
kiddies’ upkeep to the fullest possible 
extent. Many industry members 
have signified their intention of tak- 
|ing British kiddies into their homes 
| for the duration, . 


‘LONDON MGRS. SEEK 











London, Nov. 5. 


continuing to confer with the gov- 
ernment in their efforts to reopen 
theatres at least on a part-time 
basis. They have submitted a pro- 
posal whereby all houses in London 
| would be open for afternoon per- 
formances, including Sundays. 
Reported that the government {fs 
considering the idea favorably, re- 
| garding it as of assistance in restor- 
| ing the temporarily defunct field. 





Ist Divvy for GUT Unit 

Melbourne, Oct. 15. 

Greater J. D. Williamson, unit ot 

Greater Union, has, after 11 years, 

declared first dividend amounting to 
6c per share. 

Revenue comes from lease of 

| Melba theatre at $600 weekly. 


|} it is understood that the company 
is hopeful of getting more satisfac- 
tory deals in the future as a result 
of the cooperative spirit shown by 
RKO in going in for production. 
Reginald Armour, company’s Eu- 
ropean manager, is clippering back 
to Barcelona within the next week 
in order to be in touch with pro- 
duction on the picture in that city. 
Other major companies have been 
given production propositions by the 
Spanish government similar to 
RKO’s, but none is reported going in 
for film-making in Spain. One of 
the things Fred Lange. Paramount's 
European manager, went to Europe 
for was to check on feasibility of 
employing company money, frozen 


|in that country, in making features 
| for 


the Latin-American market. 


Managers of West End theatres are 


Washington, Nov. 5. 

Tremendous impetus has been 
given to the motion picture industry 
in the Panama Canal Zone, accord- 
ing to a report received by the De- 
partment of Commerce, with sus- 
tained improvement guaranteed over 
a period of years because of the long- 
range program of construction which 
the Government has undertaken. 

According to Commercial Attache 
/A. B. Sowell, of Panama City, the 
|defense program has brought em- 





TO REOPEN LEGITS tcrresponding boom in the’ motion 


picture industry. With ‘a number of 
new theatres’ planned for the Canal 
Zone itself. There are at present 32 
houses operating in the Panama Re- 
public, having a total seating ca- 
pacity of 21,000. Fourteen are lo- 
cated in Panama City, four in Colon 
and 14 at ‘interior points.’ In the 
Canal Zone there are 30 houses, with 
a seating capacity of 12,500. 

The Panama attache described the 
American film as ‘a powerful indirect 
salesman of American ideals, cus- 
| toms and goods’ in Panama, a strong 
| desire for ‘improved standards of 
living’ has developed, he added, and 
‘experience has shown that the film 
that portrays without exaggeration 
the American way of life is an edu- 
cational force of incalculable value 
|to the people of this Republic.’ 





-|German Animal Trainer 


| Interned as Enemy Alien 
| St. John, N. B., Nov. 5. 


As Means of Releasing Frozen Coin 


Capt. Wilhelm Schultz, a German 
wild animal trainer who has pre- 
ented his circus act in theatres, with 
carnivals and at stationary zoos in 
the U. S. and Canada the past dozen 


years, has been interned as an enemy 
alien by the dominion government. 
Not only that, but a warrant has 
been sworn out against him in Am- 
herst for his court appearance if and 
when he is liberated. In the court, 


| he must answer to a charge of 2s- 
, Saulting a Canadian soldier. 


Ludwig ‘Laudy’ Lawrenve, Metro’s | 


European chief, also is reported 


checking similarly for his company | 


while abroad. 


Schultz had been operating a zoo 
at Amherst for the past year when 
not on the road with his act. Pre- 
viously, he had been located at 
points in northern New York State 
and adjoining Ontario. 





Aussie Quota Stands 


Sydney, Oct. 15. 
Films Commission has set British 
quota at 15% and iocal at 2%% for 
exhibs to cover 1941. 
Quota is same as previously. 


‘Our Town’ pic has fared poorly In 





; Australia, despite press raves, 
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Photog Union's Beef on Doubling 
Up Kayoes AP. Newsreel’ Hopes 


GIVEAWAYS 





MONEY GAMES 
ON THE UPBEAT 





» ¥ 


An ‘Associated Press of the news- 
reels,’ idea long advocated as a sound 
business proposition, is definitely a 
thing of the past. Final blow to the 
joint coverage plan, basic feature of 
such A.P. newsreel setup, was caused 
by strict enforcement of the present 
contract held by the cameramen’s 
union. A couple of newsreels re- 
cently were hauled on the carpet for 
failing to assign photography crews 
on a story, using clips from friend- 


ly reels. 

Spokesman for Local 644 of the 
International Photographers of the 
Motion Picture Industry claims that 
the practice of joint coverage had 
been fairly well broken up. Under 
the present pact with No. 644 (which 
dominates the newsreel operations), 
reels which fail to cover a big na- 
tional story with their own crews 
but take dupe prints of same from 
another newsreel are subject to as- 
sessment equal to what would have 
been paid if cameramen had been 
assigned to the yarn. It’s up to the 
union inspectors to catch violations, 
and so far almost all have been. 

Newsreels long have advocated ro- 
tary handling of large news stories 
because of the saving. Thus, by 
doubling up, as was done on much 
European war coverage, two reels 


could handle the same yarn with one | 


crew, prints being inter-exchanged. 


Also, a greater saving was possible | 
to | 


where three newsreels agreed 
swap prints after one camera crew 
and sound track had handled a story. 

But now the Associated Press plan 
has been abandoned in_ recent 


months, with the reels having their | 


own sound trucks on news events 
even when the Government allows 
only two newsreel camera crews to 


certain events where space is limited. | 


Some conception of what the pooi- 
ing of interests means in dollars and 
cents is gleaned from the actual out- 
lay on the Presidential campaign 
this fall. Each of the five newsreels 
—Movietone, Paramount, Pathe, News 
of Day, and Universal—has used its 
own crews on Wendell Willkie and 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. For six weeks 
of the campaign to date, it’s esti- 
mated that the 1940 election has cost 
the newsreels $20,000. The annoying 
feature to major film companies is 
that the newsreel outlay for this 
single national story does not bring 
a nickle of additional coin. 
thing it gives the newsreels is a flock 
of boos from partisan audiences. 

Willkie Coverage Cost More 


The 1940 Presidential campaign is 
costing the newsreels more to cover 
Wendeil L. Willkie’s drive for office 
than President Roosevelt. Estimated 
that six weeks of campaigning by 
the Republican nominee will cost the 
five reels $12,000, while over the 
same period F.D.R.’s inspection and 
speechmaking trips have set the 
newsreels back $8,000. Actual outlay 
for each newsreel’s camera crew is 
about $200 per week, but each one 
spends $200 additional weekly for car 
hire and other expenses. a 

Reason for the difference, accord- 
ing to newsreel men, is that Willkie 
began his speechmaking earlier, 
made more talks and covered more 
territory. Consequently, the actual 
working time for Roosevelt’s cam- 
paign is listed at four weeks against 
Willkie’s six. 





Power Off ‘Commandment’ 





Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Darryl Zanuck changed his mind 
about remaking ‘The Great Com- 
mandment’ as a starrer for Tyrone 
Power. Feature is slated for early 
release in its present form. 
20th-Fox bought the completed | 


Kommel & Rosenberg, attorneys for 


peal to the circuit court of appeals 





RKO CLAIMANTS INTO 
COURT ONCE AGAIN 


The RKO reorganization which 
supposedly was dead and buried 
uttered a faint peep of life in N. Y. 
federal court Thursday (31) when 


Dearth of Strong Product In- 
creases Audience Stunts in 
Direct Ratio— More So 
Now Than in 3-4 Years 








EVEN AFTERNOONS 





H. Cassel & Co., brokers, filed an ap- 
Dearth of strong product, particu- 


in N. Y. from a decision on Sept. in 


11 by Judge William Bondy, denying 
them counsel fees and disbursements 


for services in the reorganization. 
Attorneys had sought $15,000 for 
their services, with the court deny- 
ing the request completely. 


exhibitors throughout the east, 
for giveaway and audience coin 
games. The ‘B’ films lately have 
been under par. There are probably 
more different varieties of such con- 
tests staged for prizes in current use 
than at any time for three or four 





} 


larly to fill out double bills, is forcing | 


key cities, to expand their outlays|Europe until Hitler marched into 


The only | 


On Friday (1) Judge Bondy de- 
cided to allow reargument on three 
applications for allowances by dis- 
appointed parties who felt they de- 
served more than they received. Re- 
'argument will be heard in the case 
of George L. Schein, attorney for 
the Indenendent Protective Commit- 
tee for Common Stockhoiders, who 
(had asked for $101,404 for his serv- 
lices and received $9,325. Schein 
|bases his claim on 3,142 hours spent 
|working on the reorganization from 
| 1935-1939. 
| The others are Abel Gottheimer 
'and Bernard Bercu, accountants for 
Schein’s committee, who sought $30,- | 
000 for 4,238 hours work covering 
the same period and received $2,000. 








|Lastly, David Stock, co-attorney for 
Cassel Co., with Nathan Rosenberg, | 
\is seeking a fee, the $15,000 request 
of this attorney having been com- 
|pletely disallowed. 

On Saturday (2) Judge Bondy set 
| Nov. 14 as a date for a hearing in his 
|chambers at which time he will con- 
| sider an application for an allowance 
| of $15,000 plus $142 disbursements 
| to Thomas K. Finletter, special 
|} counsel employed by RKO. Finlet- 
|ter was hired May 28, 1940, to fight 
applications for allowances in the 
proceedings, and points out in his 
plea for an allowance, that requests 
totaling $1,976,717 were filed plus 
| 100,000 shares of common. stock, 
which was eventually cut to $638,- 
073 plus 120,000 shares of common. 
The former trustee, Irving Trust Co. 
is expected to be present at the 
hearing on the 14th. 





Court to Decide Rental 


Albany, Nov. 5. 
An action has been instituted be- 
fore Supreme Court Justice William 
H. Murray of Troy to 
whether Stanley-Mark Strand Corp., 
of Strand, Albany, must 





operator 


pay $12,000 or $18,500 annually for 
the next 21 years. Divisees of the 
estate of Henry M. Kramrath, Al- 


bany realty man who built the first 
run house, seek a declaratory judg- 
ment for the higher figure. Theatre 
corporation, joining the motion, asks 
for an interpretation of the lease as 
to rental for the period stated above. 
Murray has reserved de- 
cision after hearing attorney J. W. 
Perkins, for 
and Edward S. 
for the owners. 

Original 21-year lease expired May 
1, 1940. 


Justice 


Rooney, of Albany, 


latter going to the payment of a 


$130,000 mortgage. Tenants were 
required to pay taxes, cost of repair 
and insurance. There was an option 
to renew lease for an additional 21 | 
years. Theatre company contends 
that inasmuch as the mortgage has 


On WB Strand, Albany| 


determine | 


It provided for annual ren- | 
tal of $12,000, plus $6,500 yearly, the | 


| some 
} afternoon performances. 








years, or since the vogue of bank 
nights. Lack of product and stalling 
on deals is also causing the booking 
of a lot of repeat films or reissues. 
Tipoff on the extent giveaway 
games are employed is the continued 
use of such by affiliated circuits. 
RKO employs Saratoga, Ten-O-Win, 


| Lite-O-Win, Banko and Screeno for 


their off-days, usually scheduling 
these for Tuesday and Wednesday, 
rated the dull b.o. part of the week. 
Loew’s also spots ’em midweek but 
in certain spots stages Saturday Fun 
shows when Screeno is used. Bank 
nights also are employed. A number 
of indie exhibitors in Greater New 
York are so desperate in their efforts 
to bolster business they offer give- 
aways nearly every night and, in 
instances, use them even for 


At one time, independent houses in 


Manhattan found Screeno and kin- 
| 


dred games so popular they were 
able to tilt the scale slightly for such 
special nights, sharply cutting the 
admission price after the games were 
over, 

Gimmicks to encourage additional 
patronage are fairly prevalent 
throughout the country. It will be 
recalled that Commissioner Paul 
Moss attempted early in 1939 in New 
York City to enlist the cooperation 
of exhibitors in wiping out such 
games as Screeno, Banko, Lucky and 
Sweepstakes but without success. 
He failed to get the anticipated co- 
operation and when he took some 
violators to court, Moss finally lost 
on appeals. 

Since then, 
unhindered excepting for occasional 
flareups when patrons reported al- 
leged violations on the lottery angle. 


Bulk of contests or games evade this | 


by making admission to the theatre 
not entirely pre-requisite and an- 
nouncing winners in the lobby. 


$15,000 IN BACK PAY 
TO ST. LOO IATSE MEN 


St. Louis, Nov. 5. 








| > 2rms of the original con- 
Stanley-Mark Strand, | Under the terms f the or ' nal con 
| tract which expires on Sept. l, 


1942, 


stricken out in lieu of the payment 
of the back pay. 
Local No. 143 also has renewed a 


| two-year wage pact that expired last 


Sept. 1 with indie exhibs here. The 

! 
renewal does not carry any wage 
increase. 


FRIENDLY HOMOCIDE 





. ——- ? 


31 Indie Hollywood Producers Sign 
New Minimum Wage Agreement 
With IATSE Sound Technicians 695 


WEISSMAN’S US. INDIE | 
CO. TO FILM ‘SAN LUIS’ 


New producing organization is be- 
ing set up in this country by Her- 








Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
New minimum wage agreements 
with Sound Technicians Local 695, 
IATSE, was signed yesterday (Mon- 
day) by 37 indie producers. It pro- 
| vides for minimum of one day’s pay, 


man Weissman. son of C. H. Weiss- | with a four-man crew on all com- 
? |panies. Local is given jurisdiction 


man, one of the top financing, pro- | (V6, aj] sound work. 


ducing and distributing powers of; Reps of 2,500 film workers who 
,; pulled out of Building Service Em- 








Czechoslovakia. Elder Weissman, |ployes International formed a new 
who is Swiss, is contributing largely | indie outfit calling itself Studio 
to the banking of the new outfit. | Maintenance Guild. Membership 


His son is attempting to get the nec-' scrammed when the International, 
essary papers to bring him to the formerly headed by George Scalise, 
U. S., along with another son, Jo- sought control of the local. After 
seph, who was also active in the adopting constitution and by-laws, 


they have continued | 


business in Europe. 

New company has taken an option 
on ‘Bridge of San Luis Rey,’ to 
which Metro owns screen rights. 
Irving Thalberg made a silent ver- 
sion of Thornton Wilder’s Pulitzer 
| prize novel in 1929. Weissman has 
|already arranged with Wilder to 
| work on the screenplay and is ne- 
| gotiating for cast and director. He 
‘expects to start production on the 
| Coast in about three months. No re- 
lease has been set yet and, Weiss- 
man said, inasmuch as aid of a dis- 
tributing company is not needed to 
obtain capital, it is possible the film 
will be completed before a sales 
agency is arranged for, 

Weissman, who is under 30, came 
to this country two years ago. Last 
year he backed ‘Soliloquy,’ a legiter, 
which did a quick fade on Broad- 
way. Outfit which his father op- 
erated for more than 20 years, and 
in which Herman and his brother in 
recent years took an active part, 
was known as the Emelka Co. It 
| started out wholly as a film financ- 
|ing organization, but as it gradually 
| obtained interests in studios and dis- 





|tributing companies throughout Eu- | 
rope undertook added tasks. Among | 
|the studios it controlled was Sascha | 


Films in Vienna, 
| Young Weissman was brought up 
'in the film business and worked in 


every department from cutter to ad-| 


vertising and publicity. He wound 
up with his principal duties ir. the 
financial end of Emelka. Lack of 
films and markets has now shrunk 
the business abroad to nothing. 





Browne-Casey Confab 
In N.Y. Further Stalled 


Discussion of International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
}demands as to jurisdiction and 
working conditions over about 8,000 
studioites, has been further tabled 
due to George E. Browne being de- 
| layed in Chicago longer than antici- 
|pated. Reported that among other 








About 50 members of IATSE, Lo- | things he is remaining there in con- 
cal No. 143, have received approxi- nection with some bartenders’ union 
mately $15,000 back pay from St rouble : = 
Louis Amusement Co. as provided At first due in New York last week 
| for in an amendment to a wage con-|t0 huddle with Pat Casey, who 
tract recently negotiated. The | awaits him, Browne was_ subse- 
Amusement Co. operates 24 nabes in quently expected east the end of last 
the city and adjacent St. Louis| Week. Then the election yesterday 
County under the management of | ‘Tues.), further interfered, with 
\the Sanchon & Marco Service Corp. Browne staying on in Chicago to 

vote. He no doubt will arrive east 


by the end of this week so that the 


|the operators were granted gradu- question of jurisdiction over IA 
‘ated wage increases for the next Workers, the matter of local au- 
three years but this clause was|tonomy and increases may be gone 


into without further delay. 

Pending Browne’s arrival and con- 
ferences, Casey has not been in- 
formed as to what the producers 
might expect. 





‘Earth’ for Macgowan 
Hollywood, Nov. 5. 


outfit elected Ray Finelli prez and 
biz rep. 
| Raised Themselves 10% 


The Screen Writers Guild put over 

a fast one on the producers, it was 
| disclosed this week in the announce- 
ment that the SWG will have a 90% 
industry-wide Guild shop. The 
Guilders had asked for an 80% shop, 
but the company executives insisted 
the percentage be based on the num- 
;ber of SWG members employed on 
the individual lots when the con- 
tract became effective Oct. 10. 

The SWG put on a _ whirlwind 
membership drive that gives them 
| virtual control of the film writer 
situation, at least during the six- 
month life of its current deal. 
The smallest individual GC:.:ild shop 
percentage is 6U% at Cviumbia, and 
ranges upward to 100% at Samuel 
Goldwyn. Metro, formerly a hotbed 
for Screen Playwrights, Inc., will 
have a 96% Guild shop. 

Individual Guild shop percentages 
follow: 


| Samuel Goldwyn...... --- 100% 
| BEEUOO ct dpe cethe pea bbs - 96% 
we) «6 ares ore aa iad coco 93% 
SOU OM 6iccs ters eee coe 93% 
WEPTIOES: 6s d00bs as 70 00 6006 86% 
FUSETIOUNS sciscccicesoes 85% 
Universal 84% 
ROMER betéekssscsbaces 80% 
The ratio of Guilders who must be 
employed is even larger than the 
percentages indicate. For instance, 
only three non-Guilders were em- 
ployed at Universal, but the per- 


|centage fell to 84% 
| Small number of 
| ployed at that time. 
one employed writer 
Guilder. 

The SWG is now busy setting up 
machinery to police the lots to see 


because of the 
scriveners eme- 
At RKO only 
was a non- 


that Guild shop percentages are 
lived up to. They also are prepar- 
ing standard forms for arbitration 


and protests on screen credits. 
Representatives of the various stu- 
dio unions and Guilds are conferring 
with E. V. Cocking, survey analyst 
of the Wage-Hour Division. A ma- 
jority of the workers are for shorter 
hours, but do not want to take any 


cut in earnings. The business agents 
of the 10 IATSE studio locals were 
headed by Harold V. Smith, head of 
Sound Technicians’ Local 695, with 
attorney George E. Bodle appearing 
for the Screen Publicists and other 


independent units. 
The Law on Its Own 
Policemen at 20th-Fox have organ- 
ized an independent guild and voted 


100% against affiliation with the 
American Federation of Labor. Tom 
Doyle is president of the unit, Ed 


King, vice-prexy; William Stratton, 
secretary-treasurer. Members of the 
board of governors in addition to the 
officers are Phil-Fleisher, Bill Bomb, 
E. L. Smith and C. R. Upham. 
Lineup clerks in the transporta- 
ition department at Technicolor have 
jvoted to affiliate with Laboratory 
| Technicians’ Local 683 of the Inter- 
'national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 


been cleared off, it is not obligated 





Picture at a reported cost of $160,-| to pay the $6,500 each year for the 
000 from Cathedral Films last win-|next 21 years. 
ter with the idea of re-shooting it/claim it is no 
in Technicolor on a more elaborate | 
scale. Power's crowded schedule of 
Swashbuckling roles prevents his ap- 
Pearance in the religious film. } ducer from the 


business of theatre 
500. : 

Strand has been rated a profit pro- 
outset. 


Owners of building } 


concern what is done with the $6,-| in 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
20th-Fox borrowed John Hubbard 
from Hal Roach for the male lead | 
the comic mystery, ‘Murder 


Kenneth Macgowan draws the as- 
sociate producer job on ‘Replenish 
the Earth,’ based on Steven Long- 
street’s novel recently purchased by 


'Among Friends,’ slated to roll Nov.! 20th-Fox. 
11. | Frank Nugent is doing the screen- 
Ray McCarey. directs. play. 


as 


Employes. The Screen Office Em- 
ployes Guild is amending its petition 
‘before the National Labor Relations 
Board so as to waive jurisdiction 
jover these workers in accordance 
|with an agreement between the two 
j unions. 


| ae 




















16 FILM REVIEWS VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 6, 1944 





THE MARK OF ZORRO 


Hollywood, Nov. 2. | 


20th Century-Fox production and release. 


Miniature Reviews 


port in the duals. 
The love insurance angle of Big- 
gers’ yarn has made frequent screen | 


diousness. Tab it for program ould 





Stars Tyrone Power; features Linda Dar- | appearances through the years. In| ‘The Mark of Zorro’ (20th). 
nell, Basil nanos. ne hed at en this instance, Allan Jones sells his | Tyrone Power in remake of 
ers “ i dhasoont Sort ond Been pal, Robert Cummings, on msusence colorful adventure story. Good 
Meredyth based on stery by Johnston Mc- policy on latter's marriage to Nancy 


grosses indicated. 


Kelly. But Jones falls in love: with ‘One Night in the Tropics’ (U). 


the gal and picture swings through 


Culley; camera. Arthur Miller; film editor, 
Robert Bischoff. Previewed at Grauman's 





Chinese, Nov. 1, ‘40. Running time, 93 the usual series of complications to Program musicomedy held to- 
MENS. ____ | wind up happily on a West Indian gether by comedy specialities by 
Deere apsaresass+s:sheeeess Thonn” pacnen | sland, Abbott and Costello. Mild dualer. 
aolita INTETO. ccccccsevcccechsl mn =~lWarne . @. ene : " : 

Captuin Ee n Pasquale... Basil Rathbon« In their initial film appearance, ‘Texas Rangers Ride Again’ 
Inez Quinter aE TS: G sondergaard | Abbott and Costello present a num- (Par). Obvious western fresh- 
Fray Felipe > Pallette | ber of their routines from radio and 





}romberg ened by modernization and fast 


s . ° a4 -tag c re y oO ~ 2 

Don Alejandro Vesa.........Montagu Love — ggg gt ey ee oeitest pace. Good program actioner. 

os yeaa gellltnandett iets iicbert Lowery ;and slapsticky in turn, the team ‘Calling All Husbands’ (WB). 

PINION S oi cs neansdagsesade Chris-Pin Martin | clicks solidly with six specialties for George Tobias and Ernest Truex 

Sergeant Gongules...cccvccece San ae solid laughs in each instance. in a domestic comedy, good, but 

Petras. 210 IEE Sohn Bisiter |, Musical numbers by Kern, with| hard to sell. 

Sreseiner jv oreensen ema Seaile | SF Soap Cecer Maeanpcein a4,|', Samer oo Veiner: CWE) 

pen ‘Wiaw Wetecheeqettd hy Cordoba fail to impress. Jones does as well Lacking names, this Warner pro- 

es PON ch sandascivenscnuss Guy D'Ennery | 4. can be expected with them. Peggy | &ramer is for the minor duals. 
‘Moran sings one tune in a night club | ‘Who Killed Aunt Maggie’ 


Twenty years ago Douglas Fair- setting, while Nancy Kelly teams 
banks started his series of fantestic , with Jones for a duet in the tropical 
historica] super-spectacles with ‘The | moonlight. 


(Rep). Fair enough murder mys- 
stery for the duals. 
P ‘Orphans of the North’ (Mono). 


Mark of Zorro,’ a tale of early _- ‘ —_— . a arpeny age oll Melodrama in Alaskan setting 

fornia under Spanish rule, adapted broker who wuill write a policy on os : : 

from Johnston McCulley’s story, ‘The | anything, adequately handling the | — wintry spectacle, Only for 

Curse of Capistrano.’ In presenting unimpressive material at hand. Nancy | =n. , 

the remake of Fairbanks’ original Kelly is okay as the femme lead, and | ‘Rainbow Over the Range 
icture. 20th-Fox inducts Tyrone Robert Cummings overplays the role (Mono). Tex Ritter clears up a 


ower into the lead spot and invests , of the lovesick playboy. Support in- 
the present offering with some sure- cludes Miss Moran as a night clib 
fire audience ingredients. Combo of | singer in love with Cummings; Wil- | 
original title and Power for marquee lism Frawley, a gambling club oper- | 
dressing insures healthy grosses in , ator; Mary Boland, a fluttery social- | 
the regular runs, although holdovers a ee Leo Carrillo, an island of- | 
will be the exception rather than the ficial. ‘ : 
Me , | Eddie Sutherland directed with an 

The colorful background, detailing | ¢¥¢ to comedic values, but My a 
Los Angeles as little more than a icapped by stilted story and_ script. 
pueblo settlement under the Spanish Production values are adenuste 
flag, is utilized for some thrilling | *#roughout. Walt, 
melodramatics unfolded at a consist- | 
ently rapid pace. Picture consumes | e | 
a third of its footace in setting the, Lex. Rangers Ride Again 
apne Meng A ME Hollywood, Oct. 30. 
wy poe Soe ": x Paramount production and release. Stars 
once it gets up steam it rolls along | Job Howard and Ellen Drew; features 
with plenty of action and, despite its |‘Akim ‘Tamiroff. May Robson,’ Broderick 
obvious formula of hooded Robin | Crawford, Chariey Grapewin. Directed by | 


; -biting | James Hogan. Original screenplay by Wil- 
Hood who terrorizes the tax-biting Pest and’ Monee tater 


. . : : liam R | 

officials of the district to finally tri- | ©. Date a lig = ella . 

umph for the peons and caballeros, | Sthmidi Ana ae i Calling All Husbands 
viewed at Paramount, L. A., Oct. 29, ‘40. 


f iaotas Schmidt; asst director, Harry Scott. 
picture holds plenty of entertain- | E 
ment for general audiences. | Running time, 67 MINS. 

Power is no prototype of the origi- | Ellen ‘Slats’ Dangergfield......Ellen Drew 


hoss-pilfering situation. Average 
mustanger. 

‘Heritage’ (French). Mild saga 
of Spanish soil tiller’s struggle 
for water rights; fair arty thea- 
tre biz. 

‘Drums of the Desert’ (Mono). 
Feeble meller about the Foreign 
Legion lacking marquee names; 
lower dualers only. 

“The Ape’ (Mono). Boris Kar- 
loff wears ape-fur and commits 
murder to get spinal fluid for 
paralysis experiments. Poor. 

‘Two Women’ (French). Ex- 
cellent French-made _ tragedy 
with boxoffice potentialities. 














production and release. 
Truex, George Tobias, 
Directed by Noel Smith. 


Warner Bros. 
Features Ernest 
Lucile Fairbanks. 


i ci ; rs Scree ay tobert Kent, from play by 

, Jim Kingston........cc0e ...--John Howard | Screenplay, Ro » fr r_ by 

nal Fairbanks, but, fortunately, ee te Akim Tamiroft | Martin Flavin; camera, red Met ord: 

neither the script nor direction forces | Cecilia pS ee Mav Robson editor, : Frank Magee. — ; at 

him to any close comparison. He’s | Mace Townsley......... Broderick Crawford on neaweal Lincoln, dual, Running time: 
al . . " ™ ‘s : se Ce re Ts eeees pe etm y Grapevy ‘ oe 

plenty heroic and sincere in his mis- fofus tea eecece ~—e oy Miljan IS ae a ag ae George Tobias 

sion, and delays long enough en route Capt, SM iso cccacscaw'es William Duncan | Retty......... Read yea ted, Lucile Fairbanks 

for some romantic interludes with | Joe Yuma..........sceeeee+-! Anthony Quinn | Trippe......ccccscececceecsess Ernest Truex 

Ss i Darnell. But | Blair ...ceeeeeeseeeeeeeeee Harvey Stephens | Williams.......ccsssescees ...George Reeves 

the beauteou: _Linda haract Jone MENGhs 050600006008 660046000800605 Bva Puls | Mek, Trimmed... oc cccceccevcees Florence Bates 

overall, it’s a fanciful character done | Gosek im: immntGame, Pept nea on ean 

up in a neat enough package to hit | pato pete. oc teawest Pawee |e... eee” Virginia. Sale 

public fancy for good biz. MMM. 5 cacivanedeonvaays Eddie Foy, Jr. | Sheriff. ..ccccsccccsccee Se ed Tohn Alexander 

. * s JONNHONs ocvccccccccocsecseces Pome. Cee 1 DAG. . on ccc cckawocnewetecdssen Clem Bevane 

After an extensive education in wit... jim Pierce | Naper..................... Sam MeDeniet 

Spanish army in Madrid, Power re-| slide Along.......ssee+eeeeeeeeed fonte Blue 


turns to California to find his any | 
Siplenes st ee SS | Despite an obviously formula plot. 
ith aid of pos i i] ) whi ears periodically in all 

Latter, with aid of post —- Basil | keg rig? t i ne iting Rangers | Husbands’ is nevertheless an enter- 
Rathbone and his Pp age perdi — . — eer — taining piece for those showing up. 
izes the district and piles on burden | Ride Again’ contains sufficient wild| It is completely without marquee 
some taxes. fF ower embarks on airiding and gun-toting, parade | bait, and the only name which one 
one-man Robinhoodten tian Z }against some fine eye-appealing | might recall is three rungs down in 
wild riding and rapier-wielding to | packgrounds, to provide the type of| the cock rneak Gruen. 


clean up the situatien-and yemave his entertainment relished by action au-| And it’s Truex’s picture all the 





Cheerful bit of domestic comedy 
which won’t be worth chancing out- 
side of duals and nabes, ‘Calling All 


ene to his gears eee o9 Mi 'diences. Spotted as solo or bill-| way. It’s the old henpecked hus- 
there’s a sweet romance with MISS|topper in the secondary keys, pic | pb; story, the guy who slaves un- 
Darnell, niece of Bromberg, who is PP . y I oand story, e guy os 


: ed a will catch moderate grosses; but best! der a simonlegree at the store all 
unsympathetic to his policies. groove is as strong action supporter | day, and comes home to have all the 
Supporting -Power in the starring | in the regular runs, men his wife might have married 
spot is a competent cast, with Rath- | Although title tabs picture as re-| and a sinkful of dirty dishes thrown 
bone and Bromberg particularly ef- lated to ‘Texas Rangers,’ which was|at him each night. He has one 
fective as the villainous officials. released four years ago, there’s no champion—his daughter, and she 
Miss Darnell is sweet and lovely - similarity between the two except | fronts for him, trying to stiffen his 
the virginal miss who falls and Pal. having Rangers as prominent char-| back to the point of okaying her 
lette pty <A pode pe aioe and acters. In this case, the Texas law nee tye i be is much against her 
Gale Sondergaard is Bromberg’s jir- | enforcers go modern, with horse mother's bed 1€S. m P 
“sic. wife Montasu Love and|ttailers attached to high powered | | The family trio is made up. 
tatious wife. Montagu Love “ patrol cars, short-wave radios, car- | Truex, Florence Bates, the nagging 
Janet Beecher poe Powet is = - rier pigeons and other modern wife: Lucile Fairbanks, the under- 
+} pone Gyaners keene) wo grey Bes props standing daughter, and Virginia Sale, 
1e period, in addition to wlk 1d] 4 4 _— . “, i ie fe a antes ome 
and numerous hair-breadth escapes| In the modernization process of ee Ay noel agg 
by Power. Sword duel between converting the time-worn yarn of her fhe. Prom sack cca Gaaeane 
Power and Rathbone. running about |cattle rustlers, scripters William to look the other way even though 
two minutes, is one of the most spec- | Lipman and Horace McCoy set the ll tee agg po as fly orgy on 
tacular ever staged, and a melodra-|action in a huge Texas ranch of | imamate" tikes takin tans ne 
metic highlight. 1,500 square miles, where the cattle | ‘ob ot icturing the ‘old val who 
Production mounting is A grade all| are numbered in the thousands. J Pp ' é 


: still envisions her boyhood sweet- 
rj : rork ry Ar- Ss rs Ss urren racketeering | - ‘abe 
through. with camera work by At Rustlers use current hearts and has pangs of disgust when 


sight 


with 


thur Miller of consistently high | tactics in rounding up hundreds of | © ‘salen ae 
standard Walt. |steer at a clip, dressing them right | She believes she made the worst 
= on the ranch, and shipping to the possible choice. The youngsters, 

railroad in trucks. The treatment| Reeves and Miss Fairbanks, are 


equal to their romance call. 

The two comedians, Truex and 
George Tobias, make the show, how- 
ever. Tobias is the man to whom 


provides some semblance of dress- 
ing up an old story. 
With cattle disappearing from a 


One Night in the Tropics 
(WITH SONGS) 


Hollywood, Oct. 31 large ranch in wholesale lots, Texas | yyics Bates continually refers as the 
Tiniversal release of Leonard Spigelgass | Rangers John Howard and Brod-/| much better of the two men who 
Kelly, Bud abl tt 1 > comet Rob rt ween Crawford are assigned t0| yseqd to woo her by the old mill 
fell sud \bbott, 0 stelio, : el bo enel ¢ tia ‘ a “ 5 . q - . 
cmmings: features Mary Boland, William | handle the case. They arrive as! He finally shows up. a jump ahead 
Frawley, Peggy Moran, Leo Carrillo. Di-| fugitive bandits; are taken on as! o¢ the Jaw begging handouts at the 
rected by A Edward Sutherland. Screen- cowhands: and eventually bring on back door Truex saves him up to 

, j Yertrude Purcell and arles 7 : a eg ‘ > ] Si : 

eee y oer eee en ccola ang | the Rangers for a walloping gun- | spring on his wife and shut her face 
Grayson; adapted by Kathryn ola and ee 2 adn cee = I 
Francis Martin, from novel by Earl Derr | fight finale. In between, there’s a) for a)] time. 
Biggers; camera, Joseph Valentine; edi- | light romance between Howard and Noel Smith runs the cast through 
tor, Milton Carruth; asst. dir Joseph | Ellen Drew, which tends to the com- 


the script without allowance for 


, vr, 
McDonough; songs, Jerome Kern, Dor- v 
4 slack, the finished product showing 


Oscar Hammerstein Il. Pre- 


edy side throughout and keeps the 
tale from going too far overboard on 


othy Fields, 





viewed at Alexander. Glendale, Oct. 30, ; suspense, liberal comedy and 
40. Running time, 82 MINS. the wild and woolly side. numerous domestic tricks which 
JAM... ce eceeececcencesceeceeees Allan Jones; Howard and Crawford team as the establish it as reasonable, though 
a cocccecescccccess eoccee ~~ Berl | Ranger buddies, and troupe in ex-| fictitious. Art. 
Costello......sss.ssseeeeees..,L0u Costello | cellent fashion. Miss Drew is okay | 
UNDE ic 5554snbis ace ....-Robert Cummings |as the girl whose long tenure at} ° 
MG WEIGH oo os ce eeweeséeas or .Mary Bolan 1! eastern schools softened her up from | Father Is a Prince 
Roscoe seeeees sree eseeeens William 7 rawley |the girlhood life of an outdoor en-! warner Bros. production and release. 
6 a ee «oua...-Leo Carrillo | thusiast. May Robson capably han-| Features Grant Mitchell, Nana Bryant, 
PINTO Gi avestecapcacteseues Don Alvarado | dles the role of the grumpy mistress net poll ye oeces | gdg a We tnt 
PRT CCETT TICLE ina Orl: Sophie Ke derwood, : as. chard- 
og SONGO: scdpnnsnisthtceses Ric eos ‘Care = _ huge PaDen, ane any we son; screenplay, Robert Kent; camera, Ted 
ennai umbs to romantic overtures of McCord; editor, Framk Magee. Reviewed at 


— : ° anger C ? rin. Aki Variety, Lincoln, dual. R ing time: 5f 
This is a lightly textured filmusi- | 22™ Charley Grapewin. Akim a a Toe wees oe 


. amiroff t ; es usually MINS. 
comedy based on Earl Derr Biggers’  reenat sol+ ran gages ges od oy SS) ee Nana Bryant 
novel, ‘Love Insurance,’ first made | ©" San MEXICAN | Rower...... eecccceceseeecesGrant Mitchell 
by Paramount 20 years ago with | 7@nch hand, while John Miljan and pr, stone... vive eeeeess. John Litel 
Wallace Reid. It’s a slim story that Amthony Quinn are leaders of the | Gary........:+ssseeeeeseees Aare Boeven 
gga — : een - ; | CS iG AT Chr OR CEC OR ETCS eeeedan Clayton 
fails to hold together with any sus- | rustling gang. eT : | Aunt....... Be drapes. ous.oyeeoues Lee Patrick 
taining degree, and the music by James Hogan’s direction unfolds the Mr. Lee...................5 Pierre Watkin 


Jerome Kern fails to reveal one tune yarn at a zippy pace, which does | 
that will be remembered. Only the much to maintain general ir‘orest 
comedy of Abbott and Costello, neat- ; in the proceedings. Photograpny by 
ly spoited for periodic appearances, | Archie Stout is one of the highlights 
Saves the picture from general te- of the picture. 





Family trade will be the best bet 
for ‘Father Is a Prince,’ and no mat- 
ter how bad the father is in the fam- 
Walt. ily seeing it, he’ll look like a bright, 


up of 


/on paper, but when turned loose to 
| the limited dramatic ability of river- 


shining angel .fter they lamp Grant 
Mitchell do a nicke!-pinching head 
of the house that’s a gem. As the 
prospective patron looks at it, the 
| picture contains nobody of interest, 
iso it will have to be pinned to the 
| shirt-tail of another attraction and 
| dualed. 

Idea for this picture came from 
|Sophie Kerr Underwood-Anna_ 5S. 
| Richardson play. screen scripted by | 
Robert Kent. It has no letdowns, 
'and the scenes wherein Mitchell gets 
roughest are mean. He's the head 
of a family which includes Nana 
| Bryant, his wife; Jan Clayton, a ma- 
| turing daughter, and two boys. He 
tells off the Government because he 
| cheats at income tax time; he yanks 
out electric lights, lectures on sav- 
| ing money from the time he gets 
|home until he leaves, and both 
works and worries his wife until 
she’s near a breakdown, Peak scene 
is when he's called on to meet the 
| family his daughter's about to marry 
into, and he indulges in a boorish 
fit which will make an audience 
cringe... It’s a lot of the old hoke, 
building up to Miss Bryant's final 
collapse when he promises her that | 
if she'll get well, he'll reform. 

Miss Bryant’s portrayal is nicely 
managed as the mother who realizes 
she should have put her foot on 
Mitchell's neck before he got out of 
hand, yet tries to manage the affairs 
|of her children to their best inter- 
ests. The youthful hand-holders, 
George Reeves and Jan Clayton, are 
oke. No future in money, but pleas- 
ant family fare. Art, 


Who Killed Aunt 
Maggie? 


Republic release of Albert J, Cohen pro- 
duction, ‘tars John Hubbard and Wendy 
Barrie. Directed by Arthur Lubin. Screen- 
play, Stuart Palmer, based on novel of same 
name by Medora Field; additional dialog, 
Frank Bill, Jr. and Hal Finberg:; camera, 
Reggie Lanning; editor, Edward Mann; 
music, Cy Feuer. FPreviewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y., Oct. 31, "40. Running time, 
, 70 MINS. 


# Serer Torre: John Hubbard 





Sally Ambler..... 'b5 046.05: 5 40 Wendy Barrie 
Sheri Gre*ory.ccccsccedcs« Edgar Kennedy 
a. Elizabeth Patterson 
eee SMEs 6.5605 8 0¥000bcece Onslow Stevens 
CEE BANE 50055560660 4000's Joyce Compton 
Dr. George Benedict..........6. Walter Abel 
Eve Henedict... s+eeeeeee»Mona Barrie 
RW bah e6h0G.00 doKsenkneuae ee Willie Best 
Begsie...............-Daisy Lee Mothershed 
Mr. Lloyd....cccccccccsccece Milton Parsons 
SrOOMer LMPOV 6occccccceseccd Tom Dugan 
WHOOOOr CTEM. vn seccccscces William Haade 
CUSORSE DOGK eos Keecsvcsesén Joel Friedkin 


Murder mysteries as a rule don’t 
fall within Republic's production 
schedule, but one of its few attempts 
into that classification, ‘Who Killed 
Aunt Maggie,’ emerges as sufficiently 
| tight entertainment to suggest that 
it'll win back its production costs 
and some profit. It’s for the duals. 

This is Albert J. Cohen’s first pro- 
duction attempt for Republic, the 
|company’s story department chief 
making a bid for the mantle of the 
company’s top producer, Sol Siegel, 
| who left to join Paramount's pro- 
ducer ranks. Generally, it’s a com- 
mendable effort, enhanced by a 


|a western comic. 


ee) 
Webster, grubstaked by Mary Joyce 
aviatrix and _ storekeeper, keeps 


up a search for him. About the 
same time he locates the staked-oyt 
mi..e, which had caved in on the 
girl’s father, she lights out on a hunt 
of her own, and the search fo; her 
takes most of last half of the film 
There are some good scenes of ice 
breaking up in the rivers, and bergs 
peeling off the glacier ends. \ hich 
are the only compensating moments 
in all of the production. No biz in 
sight here. : Art, 





Rainbow Over the Range 
(WITH SONGS) 


Monogram release of Edward Finney 1 
duction Stars Tex Ritter; features Slim 
Andrews, Dorothy Fay, Gene Alsace. Die 
rected by Al Herman. Original so;ee, play 
Robert Emmett; camera, Marcel! le P ard: 


editor, Fred Bain; songs, Fleming Allen 
Johnny Lange, Lew Porter, Gariind Ede 
mundson, Reviewed Colonial. lincoln, 


Neb., dual. 
Ws heseees 


Running time: 56 MINS. 


; 60bSb6565S 004 beSE cs Tex Ritter 
PS eeeeeeeeee+s Slim Andrews 
rere Coeccecssceeecs Dorothy Fay 
BGs 66606460 0006600 6660%044 00.0000 Alsace 
ie sh 656044 6040060 «»-»Warner Richmond 
Sitchecds onbs« eeeeseceesee----JiMm Pierce 
OS ee $6.09060%8400%4 Chuck Mor, ison 
See eT et ere eee Dennis Moore 


Art Wilcox and Arizona Rangers 





Extremely spotty outlook is the 
future of ‘Rainbow Over the Range,’ 
all the familiar gags of antiquity in 
westerns having been thrown togeth- 
er and not even shaken well before 
using. In no territory will this come 
up as a b.o. bonanza, and the exhib 
who buys it can’t expect much in the 
way of income outrunning expendi- 
tures during its stand. 

In one case, it does excel other 
Ritter flickers, in that one song 
stands up. Fleming Allen's ‘Rain- 
bow Over the Range’ doesn’t sound 
badly. Johnny Lange and Lew 
Porter are credited with ‘Poor Slim’ 
and Garland Edmundson with ‘My 
Tonto Basin Home.’ That's the size 
of the music rack. 

Ritter is a U. S. marshal who ar- 
rives to clear up a_ hoss-pilfering 
situation which is about to lose Dor- 
othy Fay’s government contract to 
furnish cavalry stock She, who 
doubles saddle and school-teaching, 
is also about to be locked out of her 
school job, too. Ritter discovers 
that the most respected members of 
the town’s administrative staff are 
using their offices to make it tough 
on the gal, all of which makes him 
gunnin’ mad. 

Slim Andrews is the Ritter part- 
ner for comedy felief, and he’s just 
bad enough to be good enough for 
Andrews, a for- 
mer fave with midwest tent rep 
shows, is held down by not being 
allowed to spread himself in some 
of the comedy musical routines 
which won plaudits for him on 
boards. Just riding and speaking a 
few dumb lines as he has so far in 
this series won’t carve him much of 
a niche. All other characters are 
very run-of-mill. Art. 


HERITAGE 


(‘Aux Jardins de Murcie’) 





| competent cast, Arthur Lubin’s con- 
sistently good direction and some | 
excellent comedy dialog 
Medora Field’s. original crime | 
mystery, which forms the basis for | 
the film, has the characters getting | 
bumped off quicker than you can say | 
Aunt Maggie. It seems they should | 
have minded their own _ business. | 
And not bothered to learn about the 
‘secret room.’ 
Some excellent 


laugh lines are 
given to the colored Willie Best, 
who’s involved in typical situations 
in which he clicked so well with Bob 
Hope in Paramount's ‘Ghost Break- 
ers.’ In fact, Best, as the terror- 
stricken menial, garners the film’s 
major acting honors, though Wendy 
Barrie and John Hubbard are 
starred. Rest of the cast, including | 


Edgar Kennedy ir a typical, frus- | 
trated detective role: Elizabeth | 
Patterson, as Aunt Maggie; Onslow 


Walter 


Stevens, Joyce Compton, 
Abel and Mona Barrie perform well | 


enough, when one or the other is | 
getting knocked off. Kan, | 
Orphans of the North | 
Monogram release of Nor: Dawn pro 
luc Df directed by Daw! imera and 
reenplay also by Daw Features Mary 
Joyce, Roh Webster Continuity, ~usan 
Dennis; editor, Charles Hunt At Variety, 
Linceln, dual Running time: 56 MINS, 
NN. 2560s k bua aalewaebas ..-Bob Webster | 
Ee Sa ccc tececcvaketion sane Mary Joyce 
J ; eeeesetescecacs Ann Henning 
] PR. «cbasaesesass Eleanor Phillips | 
Ns 6.66000 ckba6bbbhb040006404 John Pool | 


‘Orphans of the North’ is an ultra | 
Wweakie outdoorer, made with a| 
native Alaska recruited cast, and | 
very obviously straining all the time 
| to maintain interest and space out 

|a short story into a full-length fea- 

j ture. The orphans are a couple of 

| baby bear cubs, on whom at least a 
third of the film footage is used, and 
they’re by far and away the better 

| actors, 

Norman Dawn did one of these 
before, ‘Tundra,’ this being his sec- 
ond go into the north country. His 
original idea—that of telling one of 
the stories of the snowy wastes with 
his camera—must have sounded good 


| 





head trappers and traders of Alaska 


| it becomes very dull. } 


It concerns a little girl primarily, | 
whose father was a prospector and | 
went away on a gold hunt never to | 
return His pal, played by Bob 


(FRENCH-MADE) 

French Films release of Marcel! Gras pro- 
duction, directed by Gras. Features Juanita 
Montenegro, Hubert Preller, Vira) 
play by Max Joly and Marce 
Feliu Codina’s play, ‘Maria del Carmen’; 
music by Allan Small, Jean Poueigh: FEng- 
ish titles by Charles Clement, Gerry H. 
Saunders; camera, Roger Corbean., At 
Belmont, N. Y., week Nov. 4, ‘40 Rune 
ning time, 77 MINS, 


Screen- 


Gras from 


Serre Juanita Montenerro 
PUN. 68400464 0-00,04% -- Vital 
ee any Hubert Pre 

POURINMO. ci cess o« pexe Marce Delaitre 
a) Os eer Annette Doria 
I BOON. 56 h60es tc ceanvar Georges Mauloy 


(In French; with English Titles) 
‘Heritage, like other French 
dramas of the peasantry life, may 


| catch on with patrons of class, arty 


theatres. Others have appealed, such 
as ‘Harvest.’ Otherwise, its inherent 
entertainment is stretched mighty 
thin. Lags considerably behind other 
fine vehicles from France, but should 
get some business in certain foreign 
language spots. 

The production {is far too wordy 
for American audiences who must 
depend on English titling for their 
comprehension of what is transpir- 
ing. Much of the crisp Gallic dialog 
and nuances are lost in the bald 
translations. And like so many of re- 
cent films to come from France it is 
a grim drama with only feeble at- 
tempts at light humor. 

Marcel Gras has based his screen 
fable on the Spanish drama, ‘Mari: 
del Carmen.’ This made necessary a 
Spanish locale, with the produce: 
claiming the whole picture was made 
in Spain without benefit of a studio. 
A studio and more care on produc- 
tion details might have helped over 
the more rocky passages and some- 
what tiring scenic efforts. 

Central theme concerns the strug- 
gle between the richer, controlling 
class and the laboring soi! tillers in 
Murcie, southern province of Spain, 
for water rights. Said soil first is 
depicted as cement-hard and then is 
shown sprouting first wheat and 
then corn, latter more than six feet 
in height, This is merely a produc- 
tion flaw, soon overlooked when the 
budding romance flares between 
Pencho, the leader of the underdog 
workers, and the comely Maria. Fol- 
lowing a near fatal stabbing of 
Xavier, son of the community's rich- 
est landowner, the producers drop 
Pencho out of the action like a hot 
potato by simply implying he ‘has 
gone away.’ 

In the meantime Maria 

(Continued on page 18) 
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HERITAGE 





' 
Xavier back to health with the lat- | 
ter falling in Jove with the nurse. At 
least that is what the audience is 
asked to swallow. Then there is the 
familiar angle of trying to force the 
girl into a loveless marriage, even 
though the titles proclaim that Pen- 
cho, now back on the scene, still | 
madly loves her. And there is the | 
traditional ending after reams of 
dialog. 

Juanita Montenegro, as Maria, | 
shows some possibilities, but not so 
well in closeups. Vital is the most | 
vital personality in the film, as Pen- 
cho, though Hubert Prelier con- 
tributes a nice performance in the 
role of Xavier, despite stupid lines 
and episodes. Supporting cast is 
humdrum. | 

Director Gras is extremely labor- 
jous in telling his story, but a por- 
tion of the jumpy continuity may 
have been due to scissoring in U. S. 
He’s also credited with the script 
and dialog along with Max Joly, in- 
dicating he had too much to do. Film | 
is magnificently scored. Wear. 


DRUMS OF DESERT 


Monogram release of Paul Malvern pro- 








duction, Features Ralph ‘Byrd, Lorna 
Gray. Directed by George Wagener. 
Screenplay by Dorothy Reid, Joseph West, | 
from story by John T. Neville; editor, Jack | 
Ogilvie; camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. At | 


Strand, Brooklyn, week Noy. 1, ’40, dualed. 







Running time, 64 MINS, 

Peel Dames A cas éivcs csc ccndase Ralph Byrd 
Helene Lorna Gray 
Raoul 


rr erere, ..-Peter George Lynn 
William Castello 


-...Manton Moreland 





cdeddetenwatondede Jean Del-Val 
CeOCecccccscesccececd Ann Codee | 
Capt. Andre...... Shi cesccavesnes Boyd Irwin | 
we! AP en eee Neyle Marx 
re Serer rr ee Albert Morin | 





This is another fable of the French 
Foreign Legion, with parachute ! 
troops added. That addition is not | 
enough. Result is a lukewarm, sec- | 
ondary feature which will have a 
struggle to see light on a double bill. | 

Picture is bereft of steady direct- | 
ing, worthwhile performance (with |} 
a few exceptions), sprightly writing | 
or redeeming originality. Ralph Byrd, 
who’s done Dick Tracy roles on the 
screen, and Lorna Gray, a comely 
lass lacking necessary thespian abil- | 
ity, are co-featured. Support is also | 


colored comic, contributing the sole | prize. 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 16 


land cuts out a fair portrayal. 


: : ence van der Meersch France’s high- 
little known, with Manton Moreland, | est 








picion, he uses the masquerade of an 
ape. 
"Camera follows Karloff nearly all 
of the time and includes very few 
of the other people in the cast except 
Maris Wrixon. Some of the film, 
approximately five minutes, is cut in 
from circus shots to establish the ape, 


iits hatred for its keeper, and its es- 


cape which eventually leads it to the 
home of Karloff. 

Miss Wrixon’s work, until the fade- 
out, is in a wheelchair, so she has lit- 


‘tle chance of showing anything. Gene | 
' O'Donnell is the boy friend who can’t 


savvy the doc, or what he’s doing, 
Henry 
Hall, the sheriff, is the better mem- 
per of the character people. 
Business will be only fair after the 
first rush. It’s an exploitation pic, 


pure and simple, so it'll have to be | 


sold for a big opening to get anything 


at all. Art. 
(FRENCH-MADE) 

Paragon Pictures release of E. Zama 
production. Stars Pierre Blanchar, Annie | 
Ducaux, Blanchette Brunoy, Ginette 
Leclerc, Jacques Dumesnil, Pierre Larquey. 
Directed by Leonid Moguy; screenplay by | 
Charles Spaak, from novel, ‘L’Empreinte 
du Dieu,’ by Maxence van der Meersch; 
camera, Otto Heller; English titles, Julian 
Leigh. Previewed in Projection Room, 
N. Y., Oct. 31, °40. Running time: 97 
MINS. 

Van Bergen...ccccccscvecce Pierre Blanchar 
Wilfrida...ccccocccceseerseesh Annie Ducaux 
Karelina....cccccecseses Blanchette Brunoy 
GOMAP. Se ccccccccvcgtoced Jacques Dumesnil 
Mosselmann....ccccccsecess Pierre Larquey 
| es wre ree eS Ginette Leclerc 





(In French; with English Titles ) 


A testimonial of the former great 
French film industry emerges in the 
form'of ‘Two Women,’ completed 
shortly before the Nazi invasion. A 
drama of the love of two women for 
one man, laid in th> background of 
the soil, the picture combines several 
good performances and first-rate 
scripting by Charles Spaak. Okay 
for arty houses, but that’s all. 

Direction by Leonid Moguy un- 
folds this at-times sordid story in 
uneven manner. At times the direc- 
tion is in the best French tradition, | 
but also like other French films, the 
meat of the story—the conflict be- 
tween the two women—is surround- 
ed by too much early extraneous de- 


cannot adapt themselves to other 
methods. Their personal contact with 
leaders of outstanding name bands 
| on the air has made them highly val- 
/uable to publishers; and so that these 
‘same contactmen could maintain 
|their social relations in the right 


| style it has been customary for them 

|to receive not only substantial sal- 

| aries but fat expense accounts. 

| Deprived of such air plugs, the big 

}salary exploiteers face a critical 

| turning point in their careers. If the 
they’ll have to adjust 





| break occurs, 
i themselves in two ways, first, as to 
| income, and then as to a radical re- 
|vision of their mode of operation. 


for defeatist attitudes, while others 
have adopted a philosophic outlook 
and state that even though radio’s 
potency for sheet music merchan- 
'dising will be hard to replace, the 
|fact that other fields must be con- 


to the music business. 


It will take much more time to get 
a song started but the circumstance 
that it isn’t being quickly pounded 
to death on the air may result in 
such an increase in total sales that, 
if the break lasts long enough, the 
music industry will find it expedient 
|;to revamp its entire evaluation of 
exploitation channels, Publishers may 
decide that although highpressure 
methods bring quick results the 
profits would be greater the other 
way. 

Most publishers are actually anxi- 
Ous for the test. They regret the re- 
adjustments and personal hardships 
that they will have to make in their 
setups and overhead but they feel 
confident that, with the networks as 
an all-consuming Moloch out of the 
way, the music industry will recover 
in huge measure its essential en- 
deavor—the sale of sheet music. 

Starr’s Viewpoint 

Herman Starr, head of the Warner 
Bros. music combine of Harms, Re- 
mick and Witmark companies, is of 
the opinion that the imminent breach 
of Radio-American Society of Com- 





| posers, Authors and Publishers rela- 


tions will help the music biz more 
than hinder it. The thoughts were 





tail. Six-player cast nearly meas- 
ures up to the story that won Max- | 


literary honor, the Goncourt | 


contained in individual letters to all 
employees of the three publishing 
companies last week, assuring them 
of the safety of their jobs, no matter 
what transpires as a result of the 


Some have already let themselves in | 


centrated on may prove exhilarating | 


outstanding performance. The picture is typically French, Jan. 1 breakoff of ASCAP-Radio, if 
‘Drums of the Desert,’ a catchy | put the genuineness of the yarn it- | it happens. 

title with scarcely a drumbeat heard | self, coupled with several smooth| Starr answered queries of em- 
in the production, fits into mould No. performances, manages to overcome | ployees who had been hearing ru- 
177 of Foreign Legion traditional ad-| scenes that the Hays code likely 1 aloo of wholesale staff cutting by 


venture stories. It’s the one about| would eliminate. Although they are : : : : 
two men (both Legion officers) being | ai] leading characterizations, the saying that the music business will 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—9/20/40 

EEE —_——_—~_—$_ $$ 
Before I Hang (Col) 10/2 M 62 Bz. Karloff-E. Keyes 

Haunted Honeymoon (M-G) 8/7 D 99 R.Montgomery-C. Cummings 
That Gang of Mine (Mono) M B. Jordan-L, Gorcey 

I Want a Divorce (Par) 9/4 D 91 J. Blondell-D,. Powell 

Triple Justice (RKO) 10/9 W 65 G.O’Brien-V. Vale 

Colorado (Rep) 9/4 W 57 R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Yesterday’s Heroes (20th) 10/9 CD 6vU_ R. Sterling-J. Rogers 
Mummy’s Hand (U) = 9/25 M 65 D., Foran-P. Moran 

Ragtime Cowboy Joe (U) 10/2 Ww 68 J.M. Brown-N. O'Day 

The Westerner (UA) 9/25 WwW 97 G,. Cooper-W. Brennan 

City for Conquest (WB) 9/11 D 15 J. Cagney-A. Sheridan 





—-—— 








WEEK OF RELEASE—9/27/40 
Angels Over Broadway (Col) 10/9 D 78 D. Fairbanks, Jr.-R. Hayw’rth 
Glamour for Sale (Col) 10/23 D 58 A. Louise-R. Pryor 
Prairie Schooners (Col) B. Elliott-E. Young 
Strike Up the Band (M-G) 9/18 MU 115 M. Rooney-J. Garland 
Sky Murder (M-G) 9/25 M 71 RK. Johnson-W. Pidgeon 
Drums of the Desert (Mono) 11/6 M 64 L,. Gray-R. Byrd 
Rangers of Fortune (Par) 9/11 D 7 F.MacMurray-P. Morison 
I'm Still Alive (RKO) 10/2 RD 7 K. Taylor-L. Hayes 
Under Texas Skies (Rep) 9/18 w 57 A. Mesquiteers-L. Ranson 
Brigham Young (20th) 8/28 RD 112 T. Power-L. Darnell 
Spring Parade (U) 10/2 MU 89 D. Durbin-R. Cummings 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/4/40 








So You Won’t Talk (Col) 10/23 C 68 J.E. Brown-F. Robinson 
Dulcy (M-G) 10/2 C 67 A. Sothern-I. Hunter 
Ole Swimmin’ Hole (Mono) Cc 80 M. M. Jones-J. Moran 
Quarterback (Par) 10/2 CD 71 W. Morris-V. Dale 
Wagon Train (RKO) w 60 T. Holt-M. O'Driscoll 
Gay Caballero (20th) 9/25 Ww 58 C. Romero-S. Ryan 
Diamond Frontier (U) 10/9 M 71 YV.McLagilen-A. Nagel 
Knute Rockne—All American (WB) 10/9 D 987 P. O’Brien-G. Page 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/11/40 





Third Finger, Left Hand (M-G) 10/16 CD 9% M. Loy-M. Douglas 
Trailing Double Troubie (Mono) w 56 C. Corrigan-J. King 
Cherokee Strip (Par) 10/2 w 8 R. Dix-V. Jory 

Villain Still Pursued Her (RKO) 17/24 C 66 A. Louise-R. Cromwell 
Melody and Moonlight (Rep) 10/16 CD 73 J. Downs-J. Frazee 
Frontier Vengeance (Rep) 10/9 WwW 357 Dz. Barry-B. Moran 
Down Argentine Way (20th) 10/9 MU 9% D.Ameche-B. Grable 
Father Is a Prince (WB) 11/6 Cc 59 G. Mitchell-L. Patrick 
Little Bit of Heaven (U) 10/16 CD 83% G. Jean-H. Herbert 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/18/40 





Nobody’s Children (Col) D E. Fellows-L. Wilson 
West of Abilene (Col) w C. Starrett-M. Cooley 
Moon Over Burma (Par) 1060/16 D 77 D.Lamour-P. Foster 
Night Train (20th) 10/30 M 906 M. Lockwood-R. Harrison 
Laddie (RKO) 3/i8 D 69 T. Holt-S. Byington 
Slightly Tempted (U) 10/30 Cc WW MH. Herbert-P. Moran 
Dispatch from Reuters (WB) 9/25 D 89 E. Robinson-E. Best 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/25/40 








in love with the same woman, sketch- 
ing the sacrifices of the two until the | 
final sacrifice by the unlucky one 
to save the pair of lovers, and the 
customary native two-timing. Whole 
thing has been done so often its lus- 
tre has worn thin. 

Idea of having native Moroccoan 
blacks inaugurate the parachuting 
idea to point up the modern war 
technique might have been made} 
much cf. Instead, here it becomes 
more or less incidental to the time- 
worn plot, with the typical colored 
comic sequences taking away what 
strength it builds. Platoon leader, | 
Manton Moreland, is laughable in 
these scenes. but too often too hokey 
for the melodramatic content. No 
fault of his, but of the material hand- 
ed him. 

Byrd offers a stilted performance | 
with even more stilted lines as the 
heroic lieutenant, while William Cas- | 
tello is fairly lifelike as the Morocco 
chief. Boyd Irwin, Jean Del-Val and 
Ann Codee head the support. Dialog 
is as familiar and heavy as the script 
cooked up by Dorothy Reid and Jo- 


} 


seph West. Wear. 
THE APE | 
Monogram production and releass Stars 
Roris Karloff: features Maris Wrixon 
Gertrude Hoffman, Henry Hall Directed 
by William Nigh. Play, Adam Hull Shirk; 
screenplay, Kurt Siodmak, Richard Carroll 
camera. E. R Hickson; editor, Russell 
Shoengarth Reviewed at Varietv Lin- 
coln, dual. Running time, 63 MINS. 
Dr TIAN. .cccccccsccess ..Boris Karloff | 
Fr > ..Maris Wrixon 
Housekeeper. .cececesess Gertrude Hoffman | 
Sheriff .... .+--..- Henry Hall 
DANny..cccccscccsseccssseces Gene O'Donnell 
Tomlin. ..cccecsescoccesseoceces Jack Kennedy 
Bre. Brill, case sdvicccoesvcves Jessie Arnold 





*The Ape’ is a Boris Karloff starrer, 
presumed at the outset to be a thrill- 
er, but it misses by a considerable 
margin. Ultimate weight of the flick 
as a suspenser is nil, and most of the 
footage is extremely boring. 

Again, as in most of the Karloff 


| Bergen’s 


| sympathetic portrayal of Blanchette 


Brunoy remains outstanding. Miss 


| be better and that songs will sell in 
| higher quantities, 
| Brunoy has an elflike quality to her without radio to kill ’em off by repe- 


if they’re good, 


playing of the unhappy Karelina, | titious playing of them. 


who’s wed to the beast-like Gomar 
(Jacques Dumesnil), that stamps her 
as a Hollywood possibility. 

The story has 


screenplay. It deals with the pro- 
tective custody in which Karelina 
places herself in the home of her 
friend, Wilfrida (Annie Ducaux), 
and her husband, Van _ Bergen 
(Pierre Blanchar) when she flees 
from Gomar. The tragedy of Van 
slaying at the hands of 
Gomar when he learns that the for- 
mer is the father of his wife’s child 
is consistent with indelible, typical 
French drama. 

Blanchar’s performance is one of 
his better jobs, while Annie-Ducaux 
as his wife remains one of the sock 
beauts of French films in addition 
to being a fine actress. Ginette Le- 
clerc, as Gomar’s mistress; Jacques 
Dumesnil, as Gomar; and Pierre Lar- 
| quey, as the old benefactor of Kare- 
| lina, round out the starring cast. 

Many exteriors are 
| These are the ones in the windmill 
country which extends from the 
sand dunes of Dunkirk to the coast 
of Holland, in French and Belgian 
Flanders. They,form the locale of 
the film. Recerft history, of course, 
has added to their significance. 

Kan. 


Song Slides 


Continued from page 3 








|dio and ASCAP has already caused 
|much worry among contactmen. A 
| group of them went so far the past 
| week as to call on’ Frank Collins, 
|New York state organizer for the 
| American Federation of Labor, with 


ix of this type, he’s a doctor strain- (a plea that the AFL take some step 


ng against the bounds of normal} 
medical science with experiments in | 
effort to find a cure for a type of | 
paralysis. He’s feared by the people | 
who live in the town, where he’s ban- 
ished himself, and cordially hated by 
everyone save Maris Wrixon and her 
mother, Jessie Arnold. Miss Wrixon 
is a victim of the paralysis he’s try- 
ing to master, and she submits to his 
experimentation. 

Wrinkle in the story which sets up 
the whole motivation is that Karloff 
must have a spina) fluid as the serum, | 
so he sets about getting it from peo- | 
ple who don’t deserve to live. To do 
the murder missions, and avoid sus-? 





to stymie wholesale discharge of ex- 
ploitation men by ASCAP publish- 
ers Jan. 1. Collins, who was instru- 
mental in getting a charter for the 
contactmen from the AFL, advised 
his callers that their concern was far 
too premature and that it was ridicu- 
lous for them to get wrought up un- 
til they had received their notice. 
Fear Job Loss 

The chief worriers are the con- 
tactmen who have come into the 
business since the advent of radio 
and not only know no other methods 
of exploitation but fear that they 


assumed a neat |economy measures 
'transition through Charles Spaak’s |their publishing business, the Olman 


authentic. | 


Lombardos’ Economy 


Lombardo brothers have put strict 
into effect in 


Music Corp. Elmore White will be 
[through as general manager of the 
|firm next week, with Monroe Golden 


| remaining to handle things generally. 
| The brothers made the catalog 
lavailable for purchase several 


months ago but switched their in- 
| clination when ‘I Can’t Love You 
| Anymore,’ became a best seller. 





Temporary Curtailment? 


Chicago, Nov. 5. 

Increasing pressure of the ASCAP- 
BMI fight is indicated in the num- 
|ber of second men and office help 
| being displaced in local music offices. 
| Likely that the staffs will be restored 
}to full force as soon as an actual de- 
cision is arrived at, but for the time 
being the eastern headquarters feel 
that a smaller payroll is indicated 
Olman music firm closed its local of- 
fice, which lets out Lew Butler. Milt 
Stein, who has been second man to 
George Pincus for Shapiro-Bernstein, 
has left that outfit, and the Remick 
office has displaced Hugh Keough. 
| However, with the music men evi- 
|dently determined to seek other 
means of plugging their tunes, now 
that the radio outlets have clamped 
down on the ASCAP tunes, it is like- 
ly that the staffs will be increased 
rather than decreased after a final 
split-up between radio and ASCAP, 
with the publishers turning to tav- 
erns, theatres and other non-radio 
outlets for their song plugging. 


And Long Green to Match 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Most expensive set built by 20th- 
Fox this year is being rushed at a 
cost of $100,000 for ‘How Green Was 
My Valley. Crew cf 100 started 
work yesterday (Mon.), aiming to 
finish the job by Dec. 4. Set repre- 
sents a Welsh coal mining village. 
Shooting schedule calls for 72 days, 
with William Wyler directing. 














Girls Under 21 (Col) D P. Kelly-R. Hudson 
Hullabaloo (M-G) 10/30 MU 77 F. Morgan-B. Burke 
Phantom of Chinatown (Mono) D K. Luke 

Christmas in July (Par) 9/18 CD 66 OD. Powell-E. Drew 

Knew What They Wanted (RKO) 10/9 CD W C, Laaghton-C. Lombard 
Young Bill Hickok (Rep) 10/2 W 959 R. Rogers-G. Hayes 

Great Profile (20th) 8/21 D 79 J. Barrymore-M. B. Hughes 
Tugboat Annie Sails Again (WB) 10/23 C 75 M. Rambeau-A. Hale 

Seven Sinners (U) /30 D 85 


M. Dietrich-J. Wayne 





WEEK OF RELEASE—11/1/40 








Escape (M-G) D 105 


10/30 N. Shearer-R. Taylor 
Blondie Plays Cupid (Col) 10/30 C 67 P. Singleton-A. Lake 
Take Me Back to Oklahoma (Mono) Ww T. Ritter 
Dancing on a Dime (Par) 10/16 D 73° G. McDonald-R, Paige 
Too Many Girls (RKO) 10/9 MU 84 UL. Ball-R. Carlson 
Li'l Abner (RKO) Cc 77 G. Owen-M. Ray 
Who Killed Aunt Maggie? (Rep) 11/6 M WW J. Hubbard-W. Barrie 
| I’m Nobody’s Sweetheart Now (U) Cc D. O’Keefe-C. Moore 
Devil’s Pipeline (U) M R. Arlen-A. Devine 
Always a Bride (WB) Cc R, 


Lane-G. Reeves 





WEEK OF RELEASE—11/8/40 





| Bitter Sweet (M-G) 





——— ne pS 


MU J. MacDonald-N, Eddy 
| Chamber of Horrors (Mono) M G. Malo-L. Banks 
| Arise My Love (Par) 10/23 D 100 C. Colbert-R. Milland 
| Friendly Neighbors (Rep) Cc Weaver Bros. and Elviry 
Mexican Spitfire Out West (RKO) 10/30 C 76 L. Velez-L. Errol 
Trail Blazers (Rep) 10/30 W 58 R., Livingston-B. Steele 
The Mark of Zorro (20th) 11/6 D 93 T. Power-L. Darnell 
Sandy Gets Wer Man (U) Cc S. Erwin-U. Merkel 
| Pony Post (U) w J. M. Brown-F. Knight 
East of the River (WB) 10/30 RD 73 


J. Garfield-B. Marshall 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/15/40 
| Lone Wolf Keeps a Date (Col) ' 


— —_—@ 
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M W. William-F. Robinson 

Beyond the Sacramento (Col) Ww B. Elliott-E. Keyes 
Gallant Sons (M-G) D J. Cooper-J. Preisser 
Three Men from Texas (Par) w B. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Remedy for Riches cD J. Hersholt-). Lovett 

| Melody Ranch (Rep) w G. Autry-J. Durante 

| Street of Memories (20th) 17/3 D 65 L. Roberts-G. Kibbee 
| One Night in the Tropics (U) MU A. Jones-V. Bruce 
South of Suez (WB) D G. Brent-G. Fitzgerald 


————_————— 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/22/40 





$$$ 


Escape to Glory (Col) ‘i 


S M P. O’Brien-C,. Bennett 
Little ae! Kelly (M-G) MU J. Garland-G. Murphy 
West of Pinto Basin (Mono) Ww R. Corrigan-J. King 
North West Mounted Police (Par) 10/23 M 125 G, Coeper-M. Carroll 
The Fargo Kid (RKO) WwW 63 T. Holt-J. Drummond 
You'll Find Out (RKO) MU K. Kyser-B. Karloff 
Texas Terrors (Reb) Ww D. Barry-J. Duncan 
Youth Will Be Served (20th) Cc J. Withers-R. Conway 
Meet the Wildcat (U) « 10/30 D 61 M. Lindsay-R. Bellamy 
The Long Voyage Home (UA) 16/30 D 163 J. Wayne-T. Mitchell 
The Letter (WB) D B. Davis-H. Marshall 





WEEK OF RELEASE—11/29/40 
Ellery Queen—Master Detective (Col) 





— | 


D R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
Little Men (RKO) D K. Francis-J. Oakie 
This Lay | Called Love (Col) Cc R. Russell-M. Douglas 
Comrade (M-G M~  C. Gable-H. Lamarr 
Meet the Missus (Rep) Cc R, Karns-R. Donnelly 
Tin Pan Alley (20th) MU A. Faye-J. Oakie 
The Bank Dick (U) Cc W. C. Fields-F. Pangborn 
Blackout (UA) D C, Veidt-V. Hobson 
Lady with the Red Hair (WB) D M. Hopkins-C. Rains 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/6/40 








Thundering Frontier (Col) 9/18 W 55 C. Starrett-I. Meredith 
Go West (M-G) Cc Marx Bros.-J. Carroll 
A Night at Earl Carroll’s (Par) MU K. Murray-R. Hobart 
Border Legion (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Charter Pilot (20th) cD L. Bari-L. Nolan 
Margie (U) $/18 C 58 T Brown-N. Grey 
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$2,200,000 Foreign Writeoff Accounts 


For 39-Week Net 


Loss -of $1,075,611 


By 20th; Par’s Net Profit Up $2,000,000 





Writeoff of $2,200,000 as special 
provision for reserve against foreign 
assets spelled the difference between 
a substantial profit and a surprisingly 
large consolidated net operating loss 
for 20th-Fox for the first 39 weeks 
ending Sept. 28. Corporation last 
week reported consolidated net ope- 
rating loss of $1,075,611, after all 
charges including the $2,200,000 de- 
duction for foreign reserve against 
assets and revenues, as compared to 
$3,152,595 profit in the first 39 weeks 
of 1939. Without this writeoff, the 
company could have shown around 
$1,124,000 net profit. 

Third quarter ending on the Sep- 
tember date showed 20th-Fox with a 
consolidated net operating loss, after 
all charges including a provision of 
$1,400,000 for reserve against foreign 
assets, of $1,192,824. This compares 
with a profit of $827,069 in the third 
quarter last year and only a $236,163 
loss in the second quarter this year. 
This plainly indicates that the 
foreign situation prompted the sub- 
stantial writeoff for the third quar- 
ter, being twice as large as the de- 
ductions for the previous two quar- 
ters combined. 

Company explained that the pur- 
pose of the additions to the special 
reserve against foreign assets is to 
exclude from current profits those 
profits earned during the period in 
foreign currencies, principally ster- 
ling, which are not realizable in U. S. 
dollars and therefere are not avail- 
able for use in the corporation’s 
operations in this country. It also 
stated that these profits now are 
represented by foreign current as- 
sets (principally cash) and at such 
future time when they may be con- 
verted into U. S. dollars, they will 


value of both issues so acquired. Com- 
pany obtained the shares at a dis- 
count of about $170,000 which has 
been credited to a special capital 
surplus account. 

Company reported 136,689 shares 
of the 6% first preferred stock out- 
standing on Sept. 28 this year and 
543,870 shares of the second pre- 
ferred on the same date. Besides 
paying 30c on the common shares so 
far this year, Par has maintained the 
60c rate on the $10 second preferred 
and $6 annual rate on the $100 first 
preferred. On the same date, there 
were 2,465,927 shares of common out- 
standing. 

Ability of the corporation to secure 
the conversion of any preferred 
shares into common stock in the 
present desultory market speaks well 
for the future stability of the com- 
pany. Corporation ultimately hopes 
to get the bulk of both preferred 
issues converted into common stock, 
thereby saving around $1,000,000 an- 
nually in dividend payments on the 
preference issues. The large earn- 
ings shown on the common despite 
maintenance of distributions on both 
preference issues indicates increas- 
ing value in common shares, which 
in turn is likely to be reflected in 
further conversions into common 
stock. 

Roxy Theatre, Inc., directors de- 
clared a quarterly dividend of 37%4c 
on the preferred last Friday (1). 


Divvy is payable Nov. 30 to stock on 
record, Nov. 16. 


K-A-O and Keith Ahead 


Earnings statements by both Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum Corp. and B. F. 
Keith, covering the first 39 weeks 





be included in the profits of the 
period in which realized. 

No part of the earnings of National 
Theatres were included in the fig- 
ures since no dividends were de- 
clared by that corporation during 
the three quarters. 

Gross income from all sources 
totalled $34,938,269 for the three 
quarters while expenses amounted to 
$35,720,068. Other charges included 
$251,404 for depreciation of fixed as- 
sets, not including $581,959 deprecia- 
tion on studio buildings and equip- 
ment absorbed in production costs, 
and $40,500 provision for Federal in- 
come taxes. 

Par’s $4,810,000 


Paramount earnings increased 
nearly $2,000,000 for first nine months 
this year as compared with the first 
three quarters last year, according to 
the earnings statement issued Friday 
(1). Par earnings for the nine-month 
period ending Sept. 28, after provid- 
ing for increased taxes under the 
Second Revenue Act of 1940, were 
estimated at $4,810,000 as compared 
with $2,840,000 for the initial three 
quarters of 1939. This is equal to 
$1.60 per common share against 79c 
for the nine-month period of last 
year. 

The $1.60 per common showing 
was even better than estimated and 
appears to insure the company of 
more than $2 for the full year of 
1940. The nine-month total includes 
$1,355,000 share of undistributed 
earnings of partially owned non- 
consolidated subsidiaries and $88,000 





this year, showed the two companies’ 
profits running ahead of comparable 
period in 1939, Keith’s being more 


| than $123,000 higher and KAO being 


nearly $13,000 ahead of last year. 


Keith-Albee-Orpheum showed net 
profit (after all charges) of $489,259 
against $476,540 for the 39-week 
period ending Sept. 28 as compared 
with similar period of 1939. This is 
equal to $7.69 on each preferred 
share against $7.41 in the comparable 
period last year. Profit before in- 
come taxes ran approximately $38,- 
000 ahead of 1939. Profit before de- 
ductions totalled $1,148,766 compared 
with $1,550,743 in 1939, writeoff of 
$510,597 for depreciation being the 
largest item, 


B. F. Keith net profit after charges 
amounted to $279,685 as compared 
with $156,571 in similar first 39 
weeks of 1939. Provision for income 
taxes, $66,835, was virtually double 
that of the 39-week period in 1939. 
Profit before deductions totalled 
$702,352 against $980,207 but there 
was no $400,000 writeoff tuis year in 


settlement of lease obligation as» 


last year. 


POSEN SCORES POINT 
AGAINST 2 ELECTRICS 


Preliminary skirmish in Samuel I. 
Posen, Universal director’s stock- 
holder suit against the film Co., 
Standard Capital Corp., Big U Film 














profit on purchase of debentures. 
Paramount statement’ estimated 
third quarter (ending Sept. 28) earn- 
ings at $1,726,000 after. providing for 
additional taxes resulting from the 


increased rates of income tax and the | supreme court Justice William T. 
excess profits taxes under the Sec-| Collins denied Western Electric's | 


ond Revenue Act of 1940. Before re- 
troactive adjustment based on these 
increases,’ the total was $1,944,000, 
which however, was after interest 
and all other charges. This com- 
pares with $710,000 for the corre- 
sponding September quarter last 
year. 

The $1,726,000 figure includes $316,- 
000, representing Paramount’s direct 
and indirect net interest as a stock- 
holder in the combined undistributed 
earnings for the quarter of partially 
owned non-consolidated subsids, as 
well as $22,000 profit on the purchase 
of debentures. This equals 58c on 
the common for this third quarter as 
against 17c in the comparable quar- 
ter last year. 


Acquired 2 Issues 
Paramount reported having ac- 
quired 7,982 shares of first preferred 
and 11,200 shares of second preferred 
during the first nine months this 


792h PEIN being .the, total, par 


Exchange, Inc., Western Electric, 
Eastman Kodak, Electrical Research 


| Products, Inc., and officers and di-™ 


| rectors of Universal, went to the 
plaintiff, when on Monday (4) N. Y. 


plea to dismiss the complaint. The 
court ruled that the complaint stated 
a cause of action against W.E. and 
Erpi and ordered the defendants to 
file an answer within 10 days. 


Action seeks damages of approxi- 
mately $2,000,000 and charges waste 
and mismanagement, and seeks the 
dismissal from the company of J. 
Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the 
board of directors, claiming that 
most of the company’s woes are 
traceable to Cowdin’s management, 


| 





GILBERT BUYS OUT HIS BOSS 
Detroit, Nov. 5. 
H. Vinton Gilbert, the manager, 
has bought out the interest of Bert 
Williams, president of the Allied 
Film Exchange, the newest of the 
| Detroit independents. 
| Williams has left for St. Louis 
| where he plans to open a new in- 
' dependent exchange. 





1st War Casualty 


San Antonio, Nov 5. 
List the first casualty in the 
picture theatre field to the cure 
rent draft measures, Through- 
out the state many new houses 
are being planned, built and are 
being opened to take care of the 
great number of soldiers ex- 
pected to be drawn to various 
training centers. But here, one 
house has been closed due to the 
fact that so many of its patrons 
have joined the fighting forces, 
not waiting for the draft. It is 
the Royal, Negro nabe owned 
and operated by Julian Amols. 
According to Amols, in one 
week over 125 boys and men 
signed up for service which 
caused a huge dent in his list of 
patrons. According to reports 
from the local board no one is to 
be called from Bexar County in 
the first draft due to the fact 
that it has reached its quota of 
men. Bexar County inebkides this 
city. 


‘FILM FUMBLES 
IS GIVEAWAY 
STUNT 


Detroit, Nov. 5. 


Plans to run $5,000 weekly terri- 
torial giveaways havé been com- 
pleted here by Monogram. 

‘Film Fumbles,’ based on boners 

in pictures, will be released by Mon- 
ogram on a local basis in Detroit, 
Charlotte, N. C., Memphis, New Or- 
leans and Atlanta, with the arrange- 
ments now being completed for Cin- 
cinnati and Chicago, according to 
Lloyd Hammond, the producer. 
Other territories will be dated up 
later. 
The project calls for moving all 
prints at a time from one terri- 
tory into another. This allows a 
synchronization of the $5,000 .weexly 
giveaway among all participants in 
one territory who will be playing 
day and date on the booking. 
Quicker granting of awards is pointed 
to as one of the advantages-to whip- 
ping up interest in the participa- 
tion series. 














Wis. Bootleg Bingo 
Milwaukee, Nov. 5. 


Although the Wisconsin supreme 
court outlawed bingo nearly a year 
ago as result of court action by local 
theatre interests, after bank nights 
had been legally banned, the game 
did a noisy comeback this past week 
under ‘patriotic’ auspices. 

Edward Zrimseks’ Bahn Frei hall, 
which had been ‘perpetually en- 
j@ined’ from presenting bingo, was: 
leased out by its erstwhile owners 
and reopened as the Grand Army of 
the Repuglic Drum Corps club- 
house, more than 1,000 bingo players 
participating in the opening night’s 
play. Winners received ‘merchan- 
dise certificates,” then turned them 
in for a bottle of beer or a cigar 
and got the balance in cash. 

Bingo games are now going full 
blast, sponsored by churches, fra- 
ternal orders and various ‘patriotic’ 
organizations, and theatre men, as 
well as civic purists, are waiting un- 
til after election to see whether any- 
| thing is going to be done about it 


| by the law enforcement officials. 








| Hepburn 








Continued from page 1 








|she is fed up with the play. Barry, 
| however, wants to keep it going as 


long as it continues to make money. | 





Philip Barry, author of ‘Philadel- 
phia Story,’ is not known to have 
completed a new play for Katharine 
Hepburn, but has another script 
called ‘Liberty Jones,’ which the 
Theatre Guild has on this season's 
| Schedule. No one has been mentioned 
for the cast. However, the play- 
wright has several times been re- 
ported working on a play to follow 
‘Story’ for Miss Hepburn. 





Splurge on ‘Carnival’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
‘Carnival,’ currently in production 
at Warners, gets an increased budget 
and longer shooting schedule. 
Company is building up Humphrey 
Bogart, following his recent work in 





‘High Sierra.’ 





Co-op Ads 


Continued from page 5 ___ 











vertising agencies, In competition for 
film company accounts, developed 
the co-op plan with the expertness 
which larger commissions stimu- 
lated. 

Burden on the Distrib 

It was not long, however, before 
many first runs, both affiliated 
and independent circuit theatres, 
trimmed their ‘regular’ newspaper 
appropriations materially. When 
extra space was desired by the dis- 
tributor, the division of expenditure 
switched from a 50-50 basis to 
a larger share for the film exchange. 
In situations where one exhibitor 
controlled all the first run theatres 
in a key spot it is not unusual for 
the distributor, in order to get quick 
play-dates, to kick in as much as 
75% of all the newspaper advertis- 
ing. 

With the acceptance of the major 
film companies of the terms of the 
new consent decree in settlement of 
the Government’s anti-trust suit, a 
general switch in the prevailing 
rules of newspaper cooperative ad- 
vertising is anticipated. Under the 
decree sales of films will be limited 
to groups of five features, the play- 
ing and advertising terms of each of 
which will be designated at the time 
of the sale. 


Where it would be difficult or al- 
mest impossible for any one, or two, 
distributors to clarify the current 
methods of placing the co-op ad- 
vertising with exhibitors, it is be- 
lieved that the breaking up of the 
blind selling plan will furnish the 
opportunity for a radical revision of 
the present practices. 


Scheme which has been discussed 
among top distribs is that the news- 
papers will be charged with the re- 
sponsibility of breaking up what is 
now being regarded in the trade as 
the ‘co-op racket.” Under the new 
plan a definite space appropriation 
will be assigned to a given news- 
paper, to be released wholly on a 
contingent basis that the newspaper 
will persuade the exhibitor account 
¥to match the space with ‘extra’ ad- 
vertising. It is thus believed that 
there will be a general return to the 
original equal cost division of 
‘extra’ advertising. 

Under the new plans also dis- 
tributors will pay their bills direct 
to the newspapers, and not through 
the theatre accountants. 


Allied Charges 
______ Continued from page 7 


Cohen, president of latter, prophesies 
that the two organizations will pro- 
vide the strongest single unit in the 
national MPTOA, of which Ed L. 
Kuykendall of Columbus, Miss., is 
president. 


Cohen states that his Allied Thea- 
tre Owners relinquishes jurisdiction 
above Poughkeepsie, leaving the rest 
of the state north of there and west 
to Buffalo to the newly-founded 
MPTOA of N. Y. of which A. C. Hay- 
man is president. 

In addition to all of Greater N. Ze 
Long Island, Staten Island, West- 
chester county and points as far 
north as Poughkeepsie, Allied of 
N. Y., however, will branch out into 
New Jersey, according to Cohen. 
Now having a membership of 200, 
Allied will take in New Jersey ¢x- 
hibitors from Trenton up, ieaving the 
southern part of the 

















with the MPTOA. 





Defense Bodies 


Continued from page 4 








cal consultations. As a result, Major 
Richard T. Schlosberg, chief of the 
photographic division of the Signal 
Corps, and Col. Bruce, of the General 
Staff in charge of the training divi- 
pg does due in Hollywood this week 
as technical advisors on pr i 
of the films. et tis 
Hal Wallis, production exec at War- 
ners, is the latest addition to the co- 
ordinating committee, which will 
serve in an advisory capacity for 
the films, not to be exhibited to the 
general public but shown as a visual 
educational course in Army camps. 
Pictures will be produced at various 
major studios, with the co-ordinating 





committee designating the Jots. 


Tolls’ Price of $150,000 Termed 
‘Unhealthy’ as It Pushes Costs Up 


_~&P State to the 
>| United Motion Picture Theatre Own- | 
ers of Philadelphia, also affiliated | 


a 


Tremendous price paid by Para. 
mount for screen rights to Ernest 
Hemingway's ‘For Whom the Bell 
Tolls’ was termed ‘unhealthy’ by a 
number of top film execs in New 
York this week, despite their ad- 
mission that their own companies 
would have liked to have bought the 
novel. 


Hemingway book sold for what 
will likely amount to $150,000, Fy. 
fect, it is felt, will be to push up 
the price of all story properties ata 
time when every studio is attempting 
to trim costs. Permanent jumps in 
sums demanded for novels and plays 
have always followed purchases at 
record prices, 


Difficulty in paying so much for a 
book is that it gives the studio a 
$250,000 nut, or thereabouts, to 
hurdle before actual shooting even 
begins. When such a price is paid 
for a novel, the studio is naturally 
not inclined to employ a hack to do 
the screenplay and a top writer 
pushes his fee higher than ever on 
a book on which he knows so much 
has been spent. Director and cast 
are likewise prone to demand a share 
in the gravy, which adds to costs 
all along the line. 

Another difficulty pointed to with 
books that reach the tremendous sale 
promised by ‘Tolls’ is that the pop- 
ularity becomes a double-edged 
sword. Se many people are familiar 
with the story that scarcely a change 
can be made for political or ethical 
reasons without setting up a squawk. 
In the case of ‘Tolls,’ which has as 
its background the controversial 
Spanish civil war, this may be a 
serious drawback. There’s also a sex 
angle to be dealt with. 

Despite the defects and difficulties 
they now see in it, however, there's 
not a studio which wouldn't want 
‘Tolls’ if could it get it at its price. 

Details of the contract for the 
Hemingway purchase by Paramount 
have yet to be confabbed on by at- 
torneys. Holding up the gab is de- 
lay in receiving copyright number 
from Washington, which must be in- 
cluded in papers. Sliding scale deal, 
depending on number of books sold, 
is anticipated as making the contract 
a particularly tough one to draw. 

George W. Weeks has purchased 
‘Gun Smoke Valley,’ original by 
Oliver Drake, to go into production 
shortly as one of the Range Busters 
westerns in the series Weeks is mak- 
ing for Monogram release. Ray 
Corrigan, John King and Max Ter- 
hune will be featured. 

RKO last week purchased ‘Unex- 
pected Uncle,’ mag serial by Eric 
Hatch, for about $10,000. Story is 
currently running in Liberty. It’s 
about a deb who runs out of coin 
}and is guided through the throes of 
|poverty by her W. C. Fields-type 
uncle, 








STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 


Harry Sherman purchased Dean 
Reisner’s story, “Tombstone, Ariz.,’ 
for production at Paramount. 


FEAR’S PROCESS SUIT 
VS. METRO TO TRIAL 


Los Angeles, Nov. 8. 
Jury in U. S. district court of Judge 
Ben Harrison is hearing case of 
Ralph Gordon Fear vs. Metro-Gold- 
| wyn-Mayer, who asks heavy dam- 











|ages for alleged breach of contract 
growing out of his invention of & 
developing process machine. Case 
was started early last week but in- 
dications are it will continue for 
several more days. 

Fear, whose action was filed two 
years ago, charges that Metro vio- 
lated a licensing agreement by using 
his invention for outside work, 
whereas contract entered into pro- 
vided studio could only develop and 
process its own films. Present de- 
fendant went into U. S. court here 
several years ago to secure declara- 
tory relief but was ruled against by 
| District Court Judge George Cos- 
grave, 

Latter’s ruling was somewhat mod- 
ified by Appeals Court, which held 
that Metro’s licensing agreement 
provided not only it could do its 
own film developing but was also 
| permitted to develop and process any 
other film which it might own. 
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Theatre, 20 Bowling Alleys and Bar 
All Under One Roof; Other New Bldg. 


4 





Detroit, Nov. 5. 

Putting it all under one roof seems 
to be the idea of Sydney and Irving 
Moss who opened their new Park- 
side th.atre here. Three of the most 
popular diversions of the day have 
been combined by the Moss brothers 
who, in the same building with their 
900-seat theatre, have 20 bowling 
alleys (sound-proofed) and a cock- 
tail bar. 

The theatre building was espe- 
cially designed, at a cost of $220,000, 
to get a play from the three princi- 
pal away-from-home amusements of 
these times. House is managed by 
Eddie Jacobson, formerly at the 
Harmony theatre. 

Suburban building also continues 
heavy here with Bernard Brooks, 
operator of the President, starting 
construction of a new house in River 
Rouge which for 15 years has had 
only one picture house, Roy Shook, 
owner of the Shores, will erect a 
1,000-seater in the same community, 
St. Clair Shores, east side suburb. 

Meanwhile Louis Schlussel, owner 
of the Farnum in Hamtramck, is go- 
ing ahead with his plans for a 1,500- 
Seater, the Mel, in suburban Melvin- 
dale. Project has been tied up 
through litigation in Circuit Court 
over property needed for the thea- 
tre’s parking lot. 





Kannapolis, N. C., 3d House 

Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 5. 
The new Sawnee, Kannapolis, 
opened, H. R. Butler manager. He | 
moved there from the Dixie, also at 
Kannapolis, succeeded at the Dixie 
by Harris Rainey, foriner doorman 
at the Gem, a third Kannapolis | 
house. 





Anderson’s 900-Seater 
Los Angeles, Nov. 5. 
Jack Anderson building 900-seat 
house in Ontario, Cal. In partner- 


ship with Fox West Coast, Anderson | 


operates California and Granada 
theatres In Ontario. 





Muscle Shoals Cinema 





‘ 


Consent Fight 


Continued from page 7 J 











have the right to intervene against 
the decree in view of the fact that 
circuits affiliated with Par are co- 
defendants actually in view of the 
fact that they constitute subsidiaries 
of Par. 

Ed L. Kuykenhall, president of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, informs Varisery from Co- 
lumbus, Miss., that he will arrive in 
New York Monday (11) and ‘will op- 
pose decree to the limit with repre- 
sentation by able counsel.’ 

Other leaders in exhibition and as- 
sociation politics who will be on 
hand at the Nov. 14 hearing will in- 
clude Max A. Cohen, president of 
the Allied Theatre Owners of New 
York, affiliated with the MPTOA, 
together with his counsel, Jacob 
Schechter; Harry Brandt, president 
of the Independent Theatre Owners 
Assn, of New York, also a leading 
N.Y. chain operator, with Milton C. 
Weisman, his attorney, also attend- 
ing; and, in all probability, a repre- 
sentative of Allied States. This may 
be Abram F. Myers, general counsel, 
though he had not indicated up to 
yesterday (Tues.) whether he would 
be on hand. 

Cohen stated Monday (4) that on 
behalf of Allied Theatre Owners of 


to the entire decree in both its por- 
tions, that which covers selling and 
that which covers arbitration. 
$500,000 a Year Budget 
Budget to cover the cost of arbi- 
tration will be somewhat under 





$500,000 per year, it is understood, | 


with the signers to be assessed the 
cost based on grosses during the 
1939-40 season. Arbitration setup 
will begin to function Jan. 1, 1941, 
under plans, with the three men who 
| will be appointed to the appeals 
board still in the air as to salaries. 
Two tentative sets of figures have 
been advanced. These are $25,600, 
$20,000 and $20,000 in one group, and 
$17,500, $15,000 and $15,000 for the 





. aw 


N.Y., he and Schechter would object | 











| 


GLIFFERS BRING 
HGGEST PROFIT 


| New Critic 


Five Big Majors May Go For Continued from page 2 
Helping of Thriller Coin, ,,. , stimulating influence on the 
Cornered by U, Rep and concert world. 


Col—Marquee Actors Into! A personal appointee of Mrs. Ogden 
Episodes Reid, publisher of the Herald Trib, 


Thompson is said to have been 
recommended for the job by Geof- 
frey Parsons, a member of the edi- 
torial staff familiar with music. His 
selection was not announced in ad- 
vance and apparently took others in 

the paper’s music department com- 
Sy SES Ae | pletely by surprise. F. D. Perkins, 


, hacen at so Nov. Pe , acting critic since Gilman’s death, 
With the entire production end of | y,. expecting to cover the opening 


the film industry — 4 eget Philharmonic concert when Thomp- 
in.its search for anyt ing that will) con entered the office to announce 
bolster the flow of coin into theatre je was the new critic and would 
boxoffices, it wouldn't be surprising pandle the assignment. Others in 
if practically all the majors take 4a | the department are Jerome Bohm, 


wand pmol <n 8 pen hag Robert Lawrence and Walter Terry, 
° . *| the last being dance critic. 
now controlled by Republic, Univer- | Thompson toe personal friend of 
sal and Columbia, other outfits, in- | A Pee, 
: : : lyric writer John Latouche, com- 
- Se . 
at ang 4 ae dae dew | posed an original score played dur- 
the Seen at om codemtunh to | ing the latter’s wedding in New York 
be gazing = te trio’s cliffhanger | last Wednesday (30) to Theodora 
ale g a a S€ | Griffis, daughter of Stanton Griffis, 
vate Guar ee a titieie making | board chairman of Paramount Pic- 
y - nf 


production today offers the secure tures. 
profit-grabbing possibilities of the 
|chapter films. This is vouchsafed by 
execs of the three companies whose | 
hats are already in the ring. Serials, 
ithey point out, have a fixed market, 
which. assures grosses ranging any- 
|where from 100 to 300% over and 
|above the lensing outlay. 
Republic’s ‘Ranger’ Profit 

Case in point is Republic, which 
two years ago sank $325,000 into a 
|number called ‘The Lone Ranger.’ 
|Cliffer lined Rep’s treasury with 
|approximately $1,250,000. The same 
lcompany’s first ‘Dick Tracy’ serial, | 
}made at a cost of $300,000, has col- 
| lected $700,000 for Rep to date and is 
| still going strong. } 
‘Show me the feature made on an | said plenty about advertisers’ belief 
|equal investment that can duplicate |in and employment of the ‘fear’ mo- 




















BIG AUDIENCE 














Dot Thompson 
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the earmarks of a 
campaign. 
| Miss Thompson, in a radio address 
| under sponsorship of Business Men’s 
Committee for Roosevelt, ‘went to 
work’ on certain phases of advertis- 
ing and its technique, including use 
in political field, as few 
outside those from consumer groups 
and the like, have vet done on a 
nationwide broadcast. It must have 
caused comment, in and out of trade. 
N. Y. Herald Tribune columnist 


single source 


speakers | 


"1 Vocational Night Courses in Pix 
Training Proposed to the Academy 


> 


_— 





Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Establishment of a vocational ad- 
vancement night school for studio 
workers will be proposed to the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences at the board meeting Nov. 
15. Planned are 19 courses, with at- 
tendance restricted to regular em- 
ployees and on-call workers identi- 
fied with the industry. , 
Curriculum would include develop- 
ment of the American silent film; 
review of foreign films; review of 
documentary films; structure and 
work of studio departments; work- 
ing methods of representative direc- 
tors; symposium of still photography; 
technique of film scoring; assistant 
'direction and unit management; ad- 
| vanced secretarial technique; special- 
|ized practices in production; course 
,in advanced sound recording; ele- 
iments of art direction; advanced set 
|design and art direction; cinematog- 
| raphy and film editing seminar; 
laboratory practice; elements of act- 
jing for younger players; supervised 
| practice course in screen writing. 
' With attendance limited to mem- 
ibers of the Screen Writers Guild, 
|idea is to promote additional oppor- 
ltunity for those in industry with 
'training necessary for qualification. 
Enrollees would pay tuition fee one- 
third cost of instruction with bal- 
ance cost shared by studios and 
‘academy. Experts in various fields 
| would deliver lectures and supervise 
| practical seminar and demonstration 
| S€ssions, 
| Acting course limited to players 
|currently under term contract in in- 
genue and younger leading men 
classifications, with others taken in 
by special arrangement. Tentative 
outline instruction includes publicity 
problems in star buildup. 





—— 


| cans in presidential campaign. 
|Speaker aimed hot shots at Bruce 
| Barton, the name of whose adver- 
tising firm she gave. Miss Thomp- 
son stated that Barton believed 
‘everything can be sold by advertis- 











'those figures,’ is the challenge of! tive. After discussing how it is used |ing, including Jesus.’ Quoted from 


, er” : 3 |Herbert Yates, Rep’s  chairman,/|to sell products, Miss Thompson de- | Barton’s book on Jesus and then em- 
Muscle ence We ie proved ymal Sgures rg sa yp Mog whose sentiments are echoed by Nate | tailed what she thought were in-|phatically dissented from advertising 
he eonsiy : r An. o ‘ | determined Sefore t © revise docu- Blumberg, Universal prexy, and|stances of employment by Republi-!executive’s slant on The Saviour. 
he construction of a 1,000-seat the- | ment covering arbitration is submit- lHarry Cohn, Columbia’s big boss. |- ” 
atre here shortly, to be ready next | ted to the court Nov, 14. ; ' 6e 


February. Louis Rosenbaum an- 
nounced the project to take care of 
the rapidly growing industrial pop- 
ulation in the Muscle Shoals dis- 
trict. 





San Antonio’s First Drive-In 
San Antonio, Nov. 5. 


This city’s Drive-In was’ forma!ly | 


opened recently. Managing director 
is Hal Norfleet; capacity 484 cars. 

Built through the Underwood and 
Ezell interests who plan several 
others throughout the state. 





4 New Theatre Bids 
Ashland, O., Nov. 5. 

Mayor Howard S. Lutz, has re- 
ceived four bids for a 25-year lease 
On the proposed theatre in the new 
Ashland municipal building. Voters 
decide today (Tues.) on issuance of 
$230,000 in bonds to finance the con- 
struction. High bid was that of the 
Ohio Amusement & Vending Co. of 
Cleveland, which bid $303,000. Sec- 
Ond highest was 
Corp. of Cleveland, which bid 
$280,000. 











NEW YORK’S 
Most Convenient Address 
Central Park, with its many 
opportunities for recreations, is 
at your doorstep ... and all 
midtown is within easy walk- 
Ing distance. Rates from $3.50. 


7a 
‘ LL ayflrucc 


CENTRAL PARK WES 


T STREET 


R 


Da 


'Shord M- Toohillt Mar 





Bellpik Theatre | 


| Twin City 


During the past week, Dept. of 
Justice attorneys returned to Wash- 
ington to complete the drafting of 
he new complaint to be filed against 
Columbia, United Artists and Uni- 
versal, who are not party to the con- 
sent decree. Originally it was 





planned to present this new com- | 


plaint to the Federal court in N.Y., 
also Nov. 14, but subsequently it has 
|been decided to submit 
iday (9). 

On Monday (11), Herbert J. Yates, 
Ea of Republic, denied reports 
any 


that Rep was contemplating 


change in distribution policy as a re- | 


sult of the consent decree. He added 
that he had not yet had time to ana- 
\lyze the decree and ‘therefore, was 
not in a position to say whether it 
would affect Republic operations in 
any way,’ in a prepared statement 
which he released. 


Mpls.-St. Paul Indies 
ii aie i 

Take Decree ‘In Stride 
Minneapolis, Nov. 5. 
independent exhibitors, 
supposed to be bitterly opposed to 
the consent decree, are taking it 
mildly and appear to be unconcerned 
'despite the fact that their organiza- 
‘tion, Northwest Allied, has gone on 
}record several times against it. 
| The individual independents seem 
inclined to take the development ‘in 


stride’ and appear to be unworried | 


lover its effect on them. The general 


belief is that anything tending to | 


leliminate strife within the industry 
‘is likely to prove beneficial to all 
'factions and the hope among the 
boys is that this will be one of the 
things to eventuate from the decree. 
Several also are confident that it will 





think that 
‘for the independents and will better 
their lot, even though it’s not suffi- 


| ciently inclusive in its attack upon | 


alleg rade practices. 


edly unfair t 


it Satur- 


result in better product and they | 
it represents ‘some gains | 

















But there is no retort in these days | 5 
|; of shuttered foreign markets and 
j}anemic domestic takes. 


WI 


PC 





| True, the cliffhanger has suffered | 2: New 
from the march of the European dic- | ?: 
tators just as have other classifica- |i=, FORE Pee aI Sane SM coe 
MONS OF OMY WOO PIOCUGS, Dut CVE | OCC 
| with its current territorial limita- | {——~ “ ee ae 
| tions it’s still good for that $1,000,000 | | Charlie Chaplin 
or better gross on the North and ||| tn tite pew eomeds 
South American continents alone. ; ” 

Now comes Universal with a drive CAPITOL, Broadway & 5ist St. 
| to expand the number of domestic Continuous pertormaness, sere een 

10 A.M before &6 P.M. (Saturday, 

and Latin-American outlets for the Sunday and Holiday Before 3 P.M.) 
continued-next-week brand of cellu- Dg . — gk ie ae Show Every 
lloid fare. It’s an important experi- cnieueeeeniemmeiaiaeads $$ —_______— 
ment that the Nate Blumberg organ- = 
ization is conducting via ‘Riders of RADIO 
Death Valley,’ and one that recalls CITY MUSIC HALL 


those early days of filmdom when 
the serial was the thing and the fea- 
ture picture was yet to flash across 


HELD OVER 


“ESCAPE” 
































the silver sheets 
| 
| Treated Like An Opus , 
| While U is shooting around $325,- Spectacular Stage Productions 
000, a record sum for an episoder or 
that lot, into ‘Death Valley,’ an ever abe 
more important factor in its manu ™ PARAMOUNT sOuare 
facture is the fact that U’s front of- $e j Person 
ac is the J lat Us m “Northwest ' 
fice is treating it with the same con- . M ted” GLEN GRAY 
“ye ye oun | 
siderate care it would give a Deanna > a CASA LOMA 
Set. tuatne Datasa’ ae a em een with | Ore. 
Durbin ‘Spring Parade or a Marlene & GARY RED 
Dietrich ‘Seven Sinners. Fe COOPER 
| The chapterites, be it known, have | & ee SKELTON 
long been regarded more or less as &@ Midnite Screen Shows 
stepchildren even on the lots where’ & 


they’ve been the bread and butter of 
the annual output. Blumberg, though, 
is going to try to restore them to a 
place in de luxe house marquees. 





“CHRISTMAS 


‘Death Valley’ is getting real IN JULY" 
attention from both home office 
and studio toppers. Listed as a 
Blumberg-conceived idea, it has been UNITED. RIVOLI Broadway 
cast with ‘names,’ something that has Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 








been more or less lacking in serials 
fe + 

| in the last decade and a half. 

Must Convince Actors 





E. Port Major Quits WB 
Selling Hollywood, especially the | Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
on cliffhangers is not| E. Port Major resigned as head 
Actors, who have booker of Warner Theatres here. 

Formerly with Fox-West Coast in 
i similar capacity. 


| talent ranks, 
-an easy matter. 
‘gotten anywhere in features, look 
(Continued on page 23) 
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Great DICTATOR | 


=< 
| 

Released Thru United Artists 
ASTOR, Broadway & 45th Street 
Seats on Sale for Today's Mat. | 
Reserved seats Mat. at 2:45. T5ec to 
$1.10. Eves. at 8:45. $1.10 to $2.20 

Extra Mid. show Sat. & 

(also Sat., Sun. & Hol. | 
1.65. Tax Included, { 





6 P.M. Sun 
Mats.) 75c to | 
' 


RKO PALAC 
Week Beginning Thursday Nov. 8 
CAROLE LOMBARD 
CHARLES LAUGHTON 
“THEY KNEW WHAT 
THEY WANTED” 


AND 
GLORIA JEAN 
“A Little Bit of Heaven” 






BWAY & 
47th St. 












At the Strand, Nov. 8th 
*‘TUGBOAT ANNIE 
SAILS AGAIN’”’ 


A New Warner Bros, Hit Starring 


MARJORIE RAMBEAU 


In Person 
Priscilla Lane @ Jack Haley 
Teddy Powell and Orchestra 


B’way STRAND LATE SHOW 


& 47th St. NITELY 


. 











Starts Thurs., Nov. 7 


—, “STRIKE UP 
Last Times Wed, j THE BAND” 

| “HOWARDS j 

| OF VIKGINIA” 

| 

j In Person 

| Harry Richman | 
Sophie Tucker | 
Joe EK. Lewis | 


In Person 
HELD OVER 
Harry Richman 
Sophie Tucker 
Joe F. Lewis 
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iene ’ 
Dictator,’ $30,000, Tops , . , 
’s Ri Fil atin Cycl 
Joan Bennett’s Ritz  Election-Blue Baltimore ‘ilms r Cycle 
Continued from page 2 1} Continued from page 1 

Retor.” That's what ‘Topper Re-, Roziere, her fiance. He holds the Baltimore, gh: ,|by Lou Brock about eight months | posers, producer asserted, with nego- 
turns’ sounded like, coming out! rank of lieutenant in the French | Election blues cutting — Great ago in Buenos Aires and was brought tiations now on to bring several of 
sideward. Army, but his present status was b.o.'s to some extent. e Great! orth last week to work in Brock’s| them to Hollywood. 


Sunburned from her three-day 
stopover at Tucson, Miriam Hopkins 
stepped off the American Airlines’ 
Mercury into a rainstorm as fierce 
as on a film set when she reached 
the airport last week. 


The blonde actress had just fin- | 


ished work in the Mrs. Leslie Car- 
ter role, the title part of ‘The Lady 
With Red Hair’ for Warners. East 
for casting and rehearsing of the 
new Theatre Guild play, authored 
by the Mississippi writer with the 
hillbilly name, Tennessee Williams, 


Miss Hopkins spent three days in| 


Tucson where her nine-year-old 
adopted son is a pupil at the Ari- 
zona Desert School. + 

On the same flight, Mrs. Claude 
Rains and her daughter came in 
from the Coast. 

Fred Astaire and his wife, the 
former Phyllis Baker, came out of 
the clouds for a two-week vacation 
in New York. Astaire said he had 
just finished ‘Second Chorus’ and 
probably would push the vacation 
into a Florida visit before returning 
to Hollywood. ‘Two or three pic- 
tures are on tap,’ he said. 

Michele Morgan, French cinema 
star who has played opposite 
Charles Boyer, took a TWA plane to 
Los Angeles Thursday (31) night on 
which was Reginald Maurer, RKO 
foreign agent. Miss Morgan is to 
work at RKO. Other departees, 
same night, same line, were Ben 
Hecht and Bill Pine, the Paramount 
executive, 

Whodunit 

Judy Canova flew in Friday (1) 
morning on Eastern Air Lines from 
Atlanta where she attended the 
preem of ‘Who Killed Aunt Maggie,’ 
the Republic killer-diller. Thriller 
Was written by Medora Field Perker- 


son, wife of the newspaper publisher ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G). 
in Atlanta, explaining the Atlanta | $7,000. 
Biggest moment of the | (M-G) and ‘Laddie’ (RKO), nice $11.- | 


premiere. 


something reporters planned to quiz 
him about. 

Gene Autry has two pictures 
awaiting him in Hollywood, he said 
before hopping Bostonward Thur,;- 
day (31), but first there was the 10- 
day rodeo at Boston, then a three- 
| day stay at Toronto before he could 
climb on Champ in front of the 
cameras. The same day Bruce Cabot 
took American's ‘Plainsman’ 
Dallas, and Bea Wain, of the Lucky 
| Strike Hit Parade, left at dusk for 


| Providence. 


‘NW Mounted,’ $14,000, 
Big In 2d Denver Wk. 


Denver. Nov. 5. 
‘Northwest Mounted Police.’ 











few dcllars below the first. 
holding, of course. 
Estimates for This Week 


Time Comedy’ (WB) and ‘Great Pro- 
file’ (20th), after week at Denver. 
Fair $3.500. Last week ‘Argentine 
Way’ (20th), after week at Denver, 
nice $4.500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040: 25-35-40) 
—Third Finger’ (M-G) and ‘Laddie’ 
(RKO), after week at Orpheum. Fair 
$3.000. Last week ‘Knew What 
Wanted’ (RKO) and ‘Mexican Spit- 
fire’ (RKO), after week at Orpheum, 
fair $2,500. ' 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 25-35- 
40)—‘Northwest Mounted’ (Par) (2d 
wk.)). Big $14,000. Last week same. 

Dener (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Girl Ha- 
vana’ (Rep). Nice $10,000. Last 
week ‘Comedy’ (WB) and ‘Great 
Profile’ (20th). nice $11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 25-35-40) 
—Too Many Girls’ (RKO) and 





Last week 


junket, said Miss Canova, was meet- | 500. 


ing Margaret Mitchell, who auth’ed | 
GWTW. Miss Canova said she was | 


to make personals in 


Kliegs. 
Vote 


Tall, dark and handsome, 26-year- each the Denver and Aladdin, and | ‘Snow White’ and ‘Disney Revue’ 
old FDR Jr. would be a likely can- | ‘Drums Desert’ (Mono). Okay $2.200.; (RKO) plus ‘Maisie’ 


didate for the screen if he were to | 


seek a career. He turned on charm | 
for a press conference at the field | 


late last week in which he forecast | | 


an overwhelming victory for his | 
father. By the time this gets into 
print he will know the answer to a 
question that’s been bothering him 
a little. He could not tell how his 
wife, the former Ethel Dupont, was 
going to vote. ‘I never discuss poli- 
tics with her and she doesn’t discuss 
politics with her family,’ he said. 
“You know, being a Dupont, naturally 
she’s sort of in the middle.’ 

Many a nose adorning stagefolk, | 
and others, has been sliced from a 
liability into an asset by the scalpel 
of Dr. Louis Wolfson, Boston plastic | 
surgery expert. By this time the | 


bomb-blasted faces to normalcy. He 
flew out by Clipper last Thursday 

31) en route to London. 

Scores of Broadway and Holly- 
woed celebs, disappointed when they 
sought passage on the sTWAtoliners 
a couple of days last week, were 
mollified when they jearned that the 
multiple cancellations of the ‘over 
the weather’ planes because of bad 
weather would not continue long. 
Because the stratoliners are ‘new 
equipment’ under the classification 
of Federal aviation rules, they must 
observe stricter limits than other 
planes with which everyone con- 
cerned is totally familiar. Under 
company and UV. S. rules, for in- 
stance, a stratoliner may not land at 
LaGuardia Field when the ceiling is 
lower than 800 feet, although Doug- 
las transports may land when the 
ceiling is down to 500 feet. In an- 
other few months equalized regula- 
tions will probably be 


plumb nasty weather. 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 


Newark and!+7 ittle Bit H 
Baltimore before hasting back to the | oe rc 


in effect. 
Meanwhile, the stratoliners will fly 
most of the time, laying off only in 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)— 
Wildcat’ (U). 


Train’ (20th), nice $4,500. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Argen 
tine Way’ (20th), after a week at} 


Last week ‘Westerner’ (UA). after 


| week each Denver and Aladdin. and | 


‘Glamour Sale’ (Col), nice $2,500. | 


Robert North 


Continued from page 3 


handle the scenario-story 
ment himself. 














depart- 


If another producer is needed be- | 
cause of the limited output to which | 
Cohen will be restricted, Siegel de- | 


clared, it’s likely that someone else | 
from within the company’s ranks| (jj) and ‘Military Academy’ (Col), 


will be upped. There’s only small | tripled 


chance, he said, that an outsider will 
be brought in. 


to | 


at} Wanted’ (RKO), fell down with n.g. 
Denham, continues best money-getter | $8,900 after fairish opening round to 
here, its second weekend being very | $12,200. 

Picture | 


Dictator,’ at Loew's Century at 85c 





‘and $1.10, finding those prices a| 
hard hurdle te top, but is figured to| 
turn in a fairly consistent opening | 
week with a second session already | 
‘in the bag. ‘Angels Over Broad- | 
way’ is getting a world of support 
\from Jimmy Dorsey and orch at the 
combo Hipp, chalking up one of the | 
ibest takes there in weeks. | 
Rest of town just so-so. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’'s-UA) (3,000; 85- | 
$1.10) — ‘Dictator’ (UA). Getting 
some biz in spite of upped price re- | 
sistance and may build to $30,000 
'and a second week. Last week (15- 
28-44), ‘Third Finger’ (M-G), okay 
|$10,40Q in six days. 
| Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
| 15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Angels Broad- 
|way’ (RKO) plus Jimmy Dorsey 
jorch. Pointing to healthy $15,000, 
|best here in recent weeks. Last 
j;week, second of ‘Knew What 





Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- | 
| 28-33-40-55)—‘Seven_ Sinners’ (U). | 
|Opens tomorrow (Wed.), after mild | 


| ‘World in Flames’ to $5,500. 
New (Mechanic (1,840; 15-28-35- 
44-55) —"Mark Zoro’ (20th). Getting 
‘some daytime response to possible 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Hit Parade 1941’ 
(Rep), failed to draw at $3,900. 
Stanley (WB) (3,200; 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘Reuters’ (WB). Fairish action 
to $8,000. Last week, second of 
‘Rockne’ (WB), added nice $7,700 to 
strong opening round at $14,400. 


OMAHA 


(Continued from page 11) 


day’s Heroes’ (20th). Light $8,000. 
Last week, “Third Finger’ (M-G) and 








Poor | 
‘Third Finger’ | 


‘Million B.C.’ (UA), pretty good 
$9,500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
|40)—‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par) and 
‘Public Deb’ (20th). Will get no 


| H 
| “Hit Parade 1941’ (Rep) and ‘Meet | 25-35-40)—‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) 


Fair $3,700. Last week | and ‘Blondie Servant Trouble’ (Col). 
aven’ (U) and ‘Night! Fair $5,500. 


-! good $6,800. 


| (RKO) and ‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col), 
|‘Return Frog’ (Select) and ‘Sporting 


| 


—Ride Tenderfoot’ (Rep), ‘“Turn- 
about’ (UA) and ‘Awful Truth’ 
(Col) split three ways with ‘Murder | 
Afloat’ (M-G), ‘Swifty’ (Cap) and 
\‘Pony Express Days’ (WB), ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col), ‘Lucky Partners’ 
(RKO). Lively $1,300. Last week, 


more than $9,000. Last week, ‘Ar- 
gentine Way’ (20th) and ‘Calling 
usbands’ (WB), fair $9,700. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 


Last week, ‘Hit Pa- 
and ‘Laddie’ (RKO), 


State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 


rade’ (Rep) 


(M-G), split 
with ‘Gow’ (Ind) with stage lecturer 
and ‘Dance Girl’ (RKO). Good $1,- 
500. Last week, ‘Lucky Partners’ 


split with ‘Barber Fleet St.’ (Select), 


Blood’ (M-G, fair $1,200. 
Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 





‘Texas Skies’ (Rep), ‘Alias Deacon’ 


with ‘Millionaires Prison’ | 
(RKO), ‘Sandy Lady’ (U), ‘Heart | 
North’ (WB) and ‘Boys Syracuse’ 


Siegel, who has been in New York | (U), ‘Love Back’ (U), fair $1,100. 


for about two weeks, trains out for | 


doctor may be at work restoring | {he Coast on Friday (8). He has| 
n 


| Herbert J. Yates on the producer 


confabbing with chairman 
| problem, as well as a number of 
| other matters. Yates is heading for 
| Hollywood around the end of No- 
vember. 

Siegel declared there wiil be 
change in company’s 
| features and four serials announced 
|last spring. Musicals and pix with 
| songs, of which Rep has recently 


no 


Siegel said, as long as they continue 
to hit the current strong biz. 








Continued from page 2 


allegedly aided the film company 
| with affidavits, and in Paramount's 
case by appearing as amicus curiae 
‘to aid its film rival. Sheldon asserts 
| that the original contract signed in 
| 1928 granted McClintic producer 
|rights with certain provisos, some 
| of which were that the contract was 
| not assignable. (It is claimed it was 





. *, Who has | assigned to Miller, Paramount and 
been doing yeoman service in raising Frohman, Inc.). 


That it could not 


funds for British relief, arrived from | be sublet, which Sheldot claims it 


California via Mercury last Fri- 


sday (1). 
Longhair 


Benny Goodman, another musicker | 
going longhair with concerts on the 
schedule for Carnegie Hall, flew to 
Baltimore Thursday (31) on an EKast- 


ern silverliner. 

Madeleine Carroll fans at the air- 
port steamed out thetr best hats as 
reports spread that the beauteous 
blonde was in town awaiting the ar- 
rival, by Clipper, of Richard D. La 


was, and that no London production 
was to be made without the consent 
| of the authors to the cast and di- 
rector. In this instance, Sheldon 
claims that over his and Mrs. Barnes’ 
protests, a London production was 
put on by the defendants. On this 
count he is suing McClintic, Miller, 
Frohman and Paramount for $50,000, 
claiming had his contract been lived 
up to, and his advice heeded, the 
London production would have 





earned him that amount in royalties. | 


policy of 56) 


| turned out a batch, will be continued 


| 
‘Lady’ me 


Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950-300-600; 25) — ‘Snow 
White’ and ‘Disney Revue’ (RKO) 
and ‘Maisie’ (M-G), split with 
‘Turnabout’ (UA) and ‘Dance, Girl’ 
(RKO). Good $1,300. Last week, 
i\‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO), ‘Stayed 
| Breakfast’ (Col) split with ‘Return 
|'Frog’ (Select), ‘Barber Fleet St.’ 
| (Select) and ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G), 
|fair $1,200. 








LOUISVILLE 


(Continued from page 9) 
ception. Patrons are either hot or 
cold, coming out enthusiastic in 
praise or going to the other extreme 





and expressing violent condemna- 
tion. Returns are pointing to good | 
$12,500, although much more was | 
anticipated. Last week (15-30-40), | 
‘Kildare Home’ (M-G) and ‘Kit | 
— (UA), light $5,000 on six 
ays. i 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; | 
15-30-40 )—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) (2d | 
wk). Still bringing in biz and | 
stepping along for fine $4,500. 


At 
current pace, looks like another | 
week will be added. Last week, 
| great $7,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
| 30-40)—‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) 
|}and ‘Dancing Dime’ (Par). Going 
|along at okay clip with favorable 
| factor of two holdovers in town, and 
balance of opposish none too potent. 
| Heading for okay $7,500. Last week, 
| ‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par) plus Cab 
| Calloway’s band and revue on stage, 
fine $10,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40)—'Little Bit Heaven’ (U) 
and “Meet Wildcat’ (U). No out- 
| Standing marquee names and fair ap- 
peal in this pair promises average 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Dreaming Loud’ 
(RKO and ‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep), 
showed remarkable strength at 
wicket to register fine $4,500. 








| with the South Americans. 
| have become more ready to adopt 


next, “They Met in Argentina.’ Vila, 
in addition to being touted as a 
looker and a good actor, is said to 
have excellent pipes for warbling. 
His English is n.s.h., but, as Arthur 
Willi, RKO talent digger, points out 
neither was Charles Boyer’s.’ Studio 
went right to work on Vila’s Eng- 
lish upon his arrival on the Coast 
two weeks ago. . 


Metro’s Gander 


Metro is giving the New York cafe 
Latinos an expensive and extensive 
gander. Arthur Freed, who's about 
to produce ‘In Gay Havana’ for M-G, 
returned to the Coast last Friday (1) 
after 10 days of haunting any night 
spot that had anything that even 
smelled of Latin-American talent. 
Almost any performer with even a 
glimmer of possibility was lined up 
by Freed for a screentest. Entire 
show at La Conga has been tested by 
either Metro or 20th-Fox, including 
Rosita Rios, Galvan’s Sans Souci 
dance troups; Gloria Belmont and 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘No | week of ‘Want Divorce’ (WB) and! Ramon Serrano, ballroom duo, and 


Marco Rosales, baritone. To be 
tested by Metro later this week are 
the Velero Sisters, Violeta and Ro- 
sita, who sing and baton their own 
rhumba band at Fefe’s Monte Carlo. 
Outside the Latin ranks, but also due 
for an M-G test on Freed’s sugges- 
tion, is Constance Russell, an Al 
Siege!-George Woods protege, who 
was singing at the Famous Door, 
N. Y. Al Altman, of the Metro tal- 
ent department, is directing the 
tests. 

Also gandering S. A. talent and 
running off a flock of screen tests was 
Columbia’s prexy. Harry Cohn, while 
in New York last week. He’s since 
returned to the Coast. One of the 


top reasons for his stay in New York | 
was to talk to embryo writers and | 
look over the test talent which has | 
been lined up for him by the eastern | 
staff. Like a number of other com- | 
panies, Col announced no pictures at 


the beginning of the season with 
Latin-American motif, but is appar- 


ently planning several according te | larity. 


the quantity of talent Cohn is test- 
ing. 

Brock recently returned to the 
Coast after several weeks in New 
York covering the same territory as 
Freed. He took plenty of notes back 
with him, but is waiting for the 
script to develop farther to find out 
exactly what type and how much of 
the S. A. talent he can inject. 


Brock. 
Hemispheric Soildarity 
Hemispheric solidarity, good neigh- 
borliness and the like was called by 
Freed only a background reason for 
the flood of South American pictures. 


‘I think the actual reason,’ the 
Metro producer declared, ‘is the 
popularity which has developed in 
the United States for South Ameri- 
can music. It seems to me that swing 
music, which has held the stage for 
five or six years, is now passing out 
and the rhumba stuff is jumping into 
No. 1 position in the American taste. 


‘Of course, back of the popularity 


of the Latin-American rhythms and P 


Willi | 
will handle the testing and signatur- | 
ing as soon as he gets word from | 


|the probability of a beef. 


Argentina appears to be not only 
a favorite locale for the S. A. films 
but a fave hunk of title. In addition 
to 20th’s ‘Down Argentine Way’ and 
RKO’s ‘They Met in Argentina,’ Uni. 
versal recently released ‘Argentine 
Nights.” Metro has slated as the 
Marx Bros. vehicle after the one on 
which they are now working, just 
plain ‘Argentina,’ although that is 
open to plenty of change before it 
goes into work. 

Metro’s ‘In Gay Havana’ has al- 
ready had minor competition this 
season from Republic, which released 
‘Girl from Havana.’ 





More Latin 
Hollywood, Nov. 5. 


Robert Z. Leonard goes Latin in 
his next picture at Metro, ‘Clouds 
of Destiny,’ based on a story which 
he owns personally. Following a 
plane flight to Argentina, where the 
tale is backgrounded, Leonard is 
salted to produce and direct the pic- 
ture next March. 


Currently he is directing ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl,’ which will keep him busy un- 
til January. 

Camera crew from 20th-Fox shoves 
off for Brazil this week to shoot 
tropical backgrounds in Technicolor 
for ‘The Road to Rio,’ for which 
studio production starts late this 
month. 

In addition to scenery, cameramen 
will make tests of Brazilian girls for 
possible roles in the picture. 





H ‘wood Boners 
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cans grow heated about. A proud, 
| sensitive people, they’re quick to ex- 
press approval and disapproval at 
the boxoffice. 

Despite warnings and alleged re- 
search, boners have continued to 
creep into the occasional South 
| American films in the past with regu- 
General advice is to steer 
lclear of patriotic themes. In many 
| countries, disputes about- who won 
| and how are by no means encylo- 
pedia issues. Old-timers point out 
that while the States can take ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ without Georgians 
|moving for the old musket, such an 
attempt here would cause plenty of 
trouble. Instead of aiding inter- 
American good will, many fear films 
with a South American locale will 
only cause friction. 

Belivar ‘Authentic’ 

| Metro, currently making the story 
‘of Simon Bolivar, the ‘Washington of 
| South America,’ claims research and 


attention going into the epic offset 
Warners’ 





\‘Juarez,’ with a Mexican locale, also 


benefited from extensive advance 


|probing and got by without trouble, 


| 


| 


it’s claimed. Rather than being ex- 
ceptions, such films prove the point, 
those questioned explained. 

Carmen Miranda is being featured 
in the new ‘Down Argentine Way,’ 
and while she’s known in Buenos 
Aires and Rio de Janeiro, she is little 
known in the interior or in Chile, 
eru or elsewhere in South America. 


responsible for their rise is no doubt | what wil] happen when the film gets 


the new consciousness the people of 
United States have developed about 
South America. We have begun to 


| 
| 


realize that our contacts with Eu- | 
rope and Asia are growing slimmer, | kind that don’t bring biz. 


and we must live closer than ever 


their art forms.’ 


Above all, Freed warned, Holly- 
wood must avoid errors of both fact 
and tact if the pictures, as a side 
purpose to being prime U. S. enter- 
tainment, are going to serve in 
the cause of good-neighborliness. 
Squawks heard from S. A. on a num- 
ber of pix already released are fully 
justified, he said, admonishing that a 
producer must wholly understand his 
subject before attempting to deal 
with South American backgrounds. 

(Further details in International 
Section). 

Twentieth-Fox erred on ‘Down Ar- 
gentine Way,’ he declared, in pictur- 
ing the Argentinos as operating a 
phoney race track, while the gents 
from the U. S. were the good 
folk. (There has also been some 
criticism on the casting of Carmen 
Miranda as an Argentine. She’s a 
native of Brazil.) 

Freed’s ‘Havana’ will go into pro- 
duction after Jan. 1, he said. Busby 
Berkeley will direct from Jack Mac- 
Gowan’s script. Music will be large- 
ly by native Latin-American com- 


Thus we | 


try. 


| this 


here no one knows but advance press 
notices that Miss Miranda is ‘the idol 
of South America’ have brought 
nothing but laughs—laughs of the 


The gaucho is the Argentine cow- 
boy and he exists in no other coun- 
The ‘Gaucho Serenade’ tune 
currently being played in the States 
has only been heard here by short- 
wave, but it’s already cited by many 
as ‘proof’ that North Americans 
know little about South America and 
aren’t interested. The lyric places 
particular gaucho in Rio de 
Janeiro, hundreds of miles from his 
actual habitat, the Argentine pampas. 

Mexicans are frequently cast as 
South Americans and nothing brings 
more’ grumbling. A Hollywood 
writer, here recently, explained that 
seeing the tremendous number of 
European types, he had an entirely 
new conception of casting possibili- 
ties for authentic South American 
locale pix. Nothing draws more re- 
sentment than the impression that 
North Americans believe South 
Americans are part Indian. 


All over South America, dress is 
similar to that in the States and Eu- 
rope. Yet films come here showing 
‘South American characters’ in tight, 
laced pants and long sideburns or 
shawls and mantillas. That’s museum 
stuff, film men here argue, and it has 





no excuse, 


" f 














Wednesday, November 6, 


anes VARIETY 


PICTURES 23 





MINNESOTA THEATRE 
TRUSTEES TALK SUIT 


Minneapolis, Nov. 5. 

Trustees in bankruptcy for the | 
$2,000,000 4,000-seat Minnesota thea- | 
tre are expected to recommend to} 
the U. S. 
them, the filing of a $1,000,000 dam- 
age suit against major film distribu- 
tors and the Minnesota Amus. Co, | 
(Paramount-Singer) for alleged con- | 
spiracy to deprive the house of 
major screen product and thus de-| 
stroy its value. The trustees, in-| 
cluding Gordon Greene, managing 
director of the theatre on two differ- 
ent occasions, were appointed by the 





referee, who appointed | 


' 


Federal court to decide on what dis- | cipal squawk is that exhibs are not 
position should be made of the prop- | 


erty. 
It is said that several interests are 
angling for the theatre and the dam- 


age suit proposal hinges on whether | Pictures reviewed’. 


or not a deal can be closed. Owners | 
were unable to find a tenant, but the | 
trustees feel that theatre is ‘not en- | 
tirely a lost cause yet.’ 

Before Minnesota Amus. took over 


| portunities. 


|sible exhibs is ‘perhaps as good as | 
;could be 





Happy Writes Buck An 
Unsubtle Mash Note 


By BILL HALLIGAN 


Section specifying that some run Mr. Buck a Nov. 5. 


must be made available to respon- NVA, N. Y. City 


cevised,’ Allied members | Dear Sir: , : . 
informed. Myers commented|. 1 hope this letter finds you stiff 


are . | 
that the diffi : . | in every room in the Pennsy Hotel. 
a e difficulty in helping theatre 5 aieah balk. f es tee do ee 


operators who have been unable to! ry : MB: - 
buy any product is the danger that | 700 oe in a big 12-cylinder wage 
the decree might force licensing of | ie. still do only I hope ts a 
non-theatrical accounts and fly-by- | i You is in my apinion lewer 
night competitors. | than the nite watchman in the Hol- 
Cancellation privilege is land Tunnel. I has had the brush- 
Gaient. tn Shveed’ ectimetion off from xperts and I has seen all 
° . 4 ithe gyps from the Olean State Fair 
to the pitchmen on the greater Cole 
| Younger Mastadon Carnival but 
they is Babes In Arms compared to 
| the ex-pal of mine which everyone 
,I speaks to says didn’t I told you so. 
Nice louse you turned out to al- 
Okays Arbitration | ways have been. After you tell me 
The arrangement for arbitrating to come to Hollywood and takes a 
clearance disputes is ‘a clear advance |Tun-out powder on me. I has a 
over any similar proposal in the| tough time thumbing my way out 
past,’ recognizing the right of exhibs hear as I meets a guy in a jalopy 


Myers 
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past’ because of the arbitration op- 





insuf- 
Prin- 


allowed ample time to ascertain com- 
munity sentiment, though he hopes 
the trade press will ‘give timely 
warnings of danger points in the 


their Palace theatre in the loop here'tg complain to the distributor and | 0utside Harrisburg and he is com- 


on a lease, the Benz Bros., who re- jimiting the power of the circuits, 
| Myers concedes. 


cently operated the Minnesota un- 
successfully, were threatening ‘con- 
spiracy’ action against the major film 
distributors and the Paramount cir- 
cuit. When its lease was up, Minne- 


sota Amus. relinquished the theatre ‘the decree 


as a ‘white elephant.’ The owners 


| 


ing out the hard way hisself but I 
He is displeased | gives him a tale and he goes for 


at the idea that an indie cannot pro-|Same- then I segways into Julius 
test about the clearance granted a|Tannen’s old routine and I has him 
major’s own affiliated houses, re- | in_my back pocket. 
marking sourly that the authors of | When we gets to the California 
‘adopted the principle | boarder we brakes down and con- 


that a distributor may deal with its | fesses we has no seeds, plants or 


Jr. Stooges for Producer; Anonymous 
Letters to Lefty Burn Up Aggie 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Hollywood, Nov. 3. 
' Dear Lefty: 
Yours received telling me about the anonymous letter you got that was 
| unsigned, telling about me running wild here in Hollywood. I have an idea 
who would write a letter like that if she could write; she’s a battleaxe who 
| posed for the original picture of ‘Before’ from the picture ‘Before and After 
_ Taking,’ She talks so much she has bags under her tongue. It’s Freddy 
_ Hilly’s mother, the kid who is playing the lead in Junior’s picture. I don't 
| know why you pay any attention to a letter like that when you don't 
_ believe the Exchange manager’s letters when he tells you that he’s send- 
'ing you a great picture, and he signs his letters. 
| It’s funny to me when the party sez that I’ve been running wild around 
' Hollywood. First place nobody runs here, and the only time you get wild 
| Out here is when you're outta work o1 trying to cross the street without 
| being hit by a re-claimed car. As for being on wild parties, I've had a 
$1 bottle of gin since I’ve been here and I nearly got half of that left. I 
| only take some when my arm bothers me, so I can get some sleep. I haven't 
| been any place but to the studio and to the market to.do my shopping. 


I think I know why that prune-puss thought it was me running around 
drunk. There is a nice girl that lives in the house here that wanted to go 
/ out and had no decent coat so I loaned her mine so she would look good 
| and maybe get a job. You know there’s a lot of producers that judge act- 
|} ing by clothes or no clothes. Well, this poor girl hadn’t eaten much so 





| when she drank a few cocktails with a zombie chaser she kinda got talk- ~ 


ing loud and got in a few arguments which it is very easy to get into here, 
/ especially around election time, and I guess this Hilly woman saw her 
from the back and recognized my coat and figured it was me. She is 
always shenanigan around those night spots with a young feller who is so 
young he looks like a calf out with his ma. When she dances you think 


tne <p eenaemer “ 7 





tried to operate it themselves with | ili t whatever  Dulbs, only two nuts from Hazelton, 
vaudfilm and took a financial beat- | te lta eg ged cen = td Pa. which same hands the Shamuses | it’s firecrackers going off the way her bones snap. I could tell you a lot 
ing. The Benzes were unable to put | what will happen if the protection | @ big laugh. Well when we hits , more about her which I hear around the stddio but I know it don’t interest 
it over, either, blaming their lack of | piven by ethae distributors is cut | Hollywood I goes to the address you you as all you. think about is politics. And by the way she voted for 





success to inability to obtain major 
film product which is tied up by the 
Minnesota (Par)-Singer pool. 


DuPont’s Prospects 





mene give me and I rings the doorbell 
down by an arbitrater. ea | and a No. 2 company of Polly 

‘Meaningless window dressing’ is | yoran answers the door and I says 
the term Myers applies to the clause \I am looking for Mr. Buck and she 
forbidding distribs to withhold deliv- says you got nothing on me son, so 
ery of prints. This feature of the ji, 7 and I has the assistance of the 
agreement provides no sure cure, IN | Sheriffs office who is as curious as 





Ruoying Pathe Stock | his view. The analysis adds that Al- 'I is due to a bouncing reader I 


| lied has been unable to get the Jus- } cashes for the sum of $88.88 and 





Prospects of DuPont Film Mfg. Co. 
cutting a hefty dividend melon be-| 
fore the end of the year is buoying' 
interest marketwise in Pathe Film. 
Shares. As last year, present inter-| 
est is Wrapped up in the expecta-! 


tice Department to consider serious- | pjus the fact that person left in the 
ly the practice of withholding prints | still of the night and stole my best 
from a subsequent run in order to | mattress besides. But we will get 
provide excessive clearance to an him. Weight and see. 
early-run rival. | Campin’ 
pin’ Out 

A good many features of the pact I ee, ae Sees 

seem intended to protect the de- So _ . a 


Willkie which is the tipoff what kinda woman she is. 
Junier Sounds Off 


; I must tell you about Junior walking into the producer's office and he 
| let Junior play with his desk phone and everything. Junior got to like him 
| and said, ‘Are you the snoopervisor?’, and when he got a laugh he said, 
MIs it true that you had an appendic operation and that’s the first time 
anybody ever got anything from you, and they say they had to chloroform 
; you to get it?’ Well, the producer laughed and sed, ‘Who do you mean 
| by they?’ and Junior sed, ‘Oh everybody on the lot’. But instead of him 
| getting sore he took him on his lap and got him candy. 

| Now he walks around the studio with Junior hand in hand and everyone 
| of the mothers are so jealous they can’t see straight. What’s worrying 
| me is if Junior told him about the things I said. I tried to get Junior to 
| tell me if he saw anything going on in the office, thinking maybe the kid 
caught the guy at something and he’s being nice to Junior to keep him from 





. . ih 3s main floor terrace | “ , : : : 

tion that DuPont Film sw omene in. | Your address care main | blabbering. But I can’t get a thing outta Junior except what he said to 

be suffici antl _ , Regine yo Dates of ne omen of the 3n- | 154 West 47th which is the sidewalk him 1 poe know wh A. he get the idea of tellin ae he hears, after 
ciently large to produce a! dies, according to the Allied blast. | in Sneek ak tak Gael. im. e gets t a & nears, a 


distribution of $30 or more per| 


share. Since Pathe holds 35% inter-| 


est in this company, stockholders are . : i ‘ iti 
; oh ‘ : chises which contain ‘favoritism, | : - . 3 
looking for a year-end distribution! ,references and discriminations Bey pene pag Pay ee | sez so.’ I thought he learned his lesson then, but it don’t look like it. ) 
of around $105,000 from this source.| nich the Government alleged in its | 4 Sede ting Png a “ ~s you That’s about all I have to write now. Don’t pay any attention to un- if 
Pathe Film no longer has to write comnialal. | gota piace tor me >» o tg bs signed and anonymous letters about me. I never paid any attention to ; 


off as much each year-end as under 
its old corporate setup because the) 
operations are carried on by the sub- | 
Sidiary company, Pathe Labora- 
tories, Inc. This leaves Pathe Film| 
as the parent corporation. 





Foliage au Natural 
Hollywood, Nov. 5. 

Metro designated ‘Blossoms in the 
Dust’ as a Technicolor picture, slated 
to start Nov. 21 with Irving Asher 
producing and Mervyn LeRoy direct- 
ing. 

Greer Garson and Walter Pidgeon | 
share top spots. 
7 * 
| Roxy-Rivoli 


Continued from page 5 











tributors. Republic sells the Cri- | 
terion more than any other house, 
while Monogram now and then gets 
a booking for the Globe. Rialto plays 
RKO, U, Col, an occasional Para- | 


So if this 
a sy the letter is forwarded to you in jail 
immunize fran-| vou will know how you got their. 


Criticism is registered 
agreement would 


|a room for 4 bucks and 


Pat on the back for the American |} you can have the room your friend 


Arbitration Association is partly |slept in as the fumigators has just 
nullified by Myers’ fears that ‘men | je¢t and I is now enscounced in your 


us learning him not to repeat what the customers say after they see our 
| pictures at the theatre. You remember the spanking we gave him when 


he stood outside of the theatre and yelled, ‘Don’t go in its lousy, everybody 


what dames on the bills told me about you all these years, and they were 
| ce I do feel flattered that you should be worrying about an old lady 
like me. 


| jectionable to Allied. 


outwardly impartial but actually 
sympathetic with the major interest’ 
may worm into the machinery for 
settling disputes. He has fears about 
the Appeal Board, although he 
agrees that ‘the use of impartial ar- 
bitrators is the only method by 
which controversies involving clear- 
ance, runs and discrimination can be 
adjusted without the embarrassing 
obstacles’ such as were encountered 
under the NRA code. 

Time and cost elements are ob- 
Myers notes 
that 24 days may elapse before an 


larbitrator is appointed and that 59 


days may be used up in waiting for 
different deadlines, without includ- 
ing the time consumed at a hearing. 
Rules must be changed to speed up 
adjustments and prevent distribu- 
tors, by dilatory tactics, from load- 
ing exhibs with costs. 


old room without bath as you know 
the Chick Sale is in the Yard, ‘Ma 
Hold The Lantern’. 

They is a cute little wren living 
next door and she puts on shorts 
every morning and take a sun bath 
|in the yard and she is a dish and 
;as soon as I get a few bob who 
| knoes she for me and a ranch in the 
| vailey. She may be another Lana 
| Turner waiting for a hidden Paster- 
| nak. 

I don’t know why I am telling you 
all this except to suggest you sent 
ime that 50 slugs I loaned you as 
same will come in very Handy Andy 
las I is having 15c breakfasts and 
| washing out my sox to stretch out 
{my short B. B. until I here from 
|} you, you rat. So send same at once 
|or I will got to the G Men as I un- 
| derstand you do not make the trip 
| to New York alone and State Board- 





Take care of the laundry and send it out, defrost the icebox, water the 


| take care of yourself a’little too. 


| plants and don’t eat on the tubs where the ants can get at the crumbs and 
Love and kisses from Junior and 


| Your 


Aggie. 


| P. S—Ray Peck sez, ‘I remember the day when double-crossing was 


| 


} 





Serial Cycle 


Continued from page 2! 








|upon the longies as something akin 
ito the end of the professional trail, 


what devout people did when they knelt at the altar.’ 


| 
| 


! 
} 


backgrounded 





four serials, with the group ranging 
in footage from 12 to 15 chapters. 
At least 80% of the material used 
nowadays for the chapterites is 
against characters 
that have been widely built up via 
strips or radio 
discovered 


newspaper 
serials. Producers have 


comic 


| 
| and cringe at the thought of lending | that these figures have pre-sold au- 


| their art to the production of them. 


| They fail to take into consideration | demonstrated on 


| the profit sid@ of the setup. 
It was no easy task, then, for U 
officials to convince such thesps as 


diences for the film versions, as was 
the remarkable 


| showing on Rep’s ‘Lone Ranger,’ an 


| 
i 


ether product. 


Serials are made a year in ad- 
vance, and are given two types of 


: | While Allied will fight approval of | ers ig still State Boarders—Hey | Dick Foran, Leo Carrillo, Buck} ,..-.’ “. oe 7 bt 
ee ane Warner pictures, — | the agreement, Myers has his fingers | Buck? A word to the wise makes Jones and Charles Bickford, who are ee eee = oe 
times a foreign, but since the Cri- | orossed and said exhibs may have to | jack. co-starred in ‘Death Valey,’ that tak- |TUMS: $m other words, Us siders 
terion went under Loew control it | of Death Valley,’ which is listed for 


has been unable to get any Metros. 
Globe never gets any of the latter 


| ‘make the best of a bad bargain’. 











Your Former Friend, 
Happy Hemingway, 


ing the assignment would in no way 


affect their professional standing. 


| Nor was it any more of a cinch to 


the 1941-42 sales program, will get 
its initial screenings next March. U 


| 
| 
Holly wood. ‘ , 
: , st as tc ak Sky aiders, 
but between 20th-Fox, Col, WB and | L Ni hth ° nashneontipiniiaginamatsitit convert newcomer Jeanne Kelly |* Sa m4 pA — are’ 
sco Ntaes Net d | ; rhic y : s -41 seria 
Monogram, plus some foreigns, Car- | on on ig L e H B ddi T o? | who has the femme lead, Guinn (Big W c we h P its 1 a ; s 
Ties itself along. A couple UA’s | Continued from page ! wins * a, ee: Boy) Williams, Noah Beery, Jr scoagg: and which will go into ta 
e a : oli ;| lease in January ep {: ‘re 
have played the Globe recently. | » : Hollywood, Nov. 5. Monte Blue, Lon Chaney, Jr., and reese’ a a <— Ron a a ae y 
iz af ' . - : . : i ci . re shox f ne Mysterious Dr. Satan, 
Rialto also had a couple during the | average nearer $5 per, with Cumber- Lionel Barrymore shares top bill- Glenn Strange, who are featured, nich will } rb ea by “Cs re 
Past season. land hotel. which can easily squeeze | ing with Wallace Beery in ‘Bad Man,’ | from the belief that they would be i IC ——_ bt 101 ee : y aptain 
. > ‘ ‘ . } ’ " “ ” e ‘ a a. é Fei. armour-U¢ IDlé - 
The RKO and Loew circuits find in over 400, $2. lthe J. Walter Ruben production at typed’ for nothing but serials in the i pat A : A a aes ¥ aoe ; 
, wee 1 + Than : nentari as he ee ‘cher 
the latter with a larger supply of | Among the restaurants, Boulestin, | Metro, with Richard Thorpe direct- future = . re nf i Ba n Arc — 
7 ! = a ae 9asea on 1e Hagar aliace yarn, il 
Product on subsequent run, under holding 50, tops it with $4 per head, ing. ‘Death Valley’ is being nroduced aan S = y 
° > a . ‘. e . . . - ‘ c I aii a i r m 
deals made, including some that are with Hatchett S and Hungaria, both Filming is slated for Jecation nea! eae igs é aes . } 
und : . v ale “~ ecigal by Henry MacRae, who has been Serials are almost as old as the 
gore long-term franchises, holding around 100 at $2.50. This | Tucson, Ariz. grinding out serials for 30 years. | picture biz itself. There w:  t; lk 
oew’s, on subseque 1, has ine S ¢ “al and dancing to the -— Tate ob fl ee ee , sd “par Meee oe ote sae 
subsequent run, has all |; includes a meal a 6 He’s still turning ‘em out at the rate | at the time sound zoomed in that 


of Metro, Paramount, UA and Col, 
Plus one-half of U. RKO has its own 
(RKO) product, all of Warner Bros. | 


| 
and 20th-Fox, plus one-half of U.| ranged bed. There is also _the | original home on West 45th Street— Hiram Brown, Jr., is responsivle | Jem by speeding up production and 
Both chains also use Republic and | Brasserie Universelle, a very mixed | the old Pathe building—this week. for Rep’s annual contribution of | ce Ti Mp ses p t 
Monogram on deals made ordinarily | spot, holding 800, where one can Two companies quit the RCA four, a chore he has been handling | Ruth Roland ‘Kethicen Williams, re 
for pictures as they are available. | munch sandwiches with coffee, in )) viding as an economy move, and | for 18 months since succeeding Bob Pearl White, Grace Cunard, Marie 
Minnesota Amus. Pact | chairs, to the tune of a buck till the | 21.5 because of a desire of the man-_ Beche. Larry Darmour produces Co-| walcamp and Eddie Polo were i 
Another late deal of major im- | all-clear is screeched. cme | agement ‘> be closer to the 3. ¥. | lumbia’s slate of feur. Poin « i: tt ae te te 4 
Goal” kee’ coeen a ‘ene | on nt cenens gounreinn | anne of its “eptrenng subsid, Keep Running For Year | era when MacRae crashed the game. 1 
Minnesot g ow is wi ae ; h ts in London and | Pathe Laboratories. a _| So loyal are eliffhanger fans, and, | Jack Holt and Hoot Gibson started e 
ore Amusement Co., operating around 20 sucn spots Taio ie enamel in turn, the exhibs screening this| up the cinematic ladder over the # 
82 theatres for Paramount in Minne-| the provinces, being compelled to | er a iz is| brand of. entertai t, that com- | ‘ifth ter rout | 
Sota, Wisconsin, and the Dakotas. | shutter most of these due to lack of | a comfortable sleeping chair. Biz is rand ) Pave o rt - Comme | Gs er wig oma aise Within Miia oF 
Contract covering the 1940-41 prod- ' customers, have suddenly taken aj capacity, with turnaway on many panies entering the race mus guar- | Serials were am ng am " a 
uct was made by John J. Friedl for | new lease of life. They have re-| nights. antee theatre operators 52 chapters | dolph Heart s first ventures in the i 
Paramount with a ws a RKO | opened their Asvoria and Paramount On top of the nightly intakes, both for each 12 months. In other words, | film realm. His greatest grosses wes a 
Sales officials ssetenen aoe Smith. | cafes, in Tottenham Court road,|in the ritzy and cheaper spots, there no week is complete without an in- | ‘The Hope Diamond, Brg more i 
Jr., Cresson E Smithy L z Gold- charging 40c for hopping, with talent | is also a big breakfast trade, which | stallment. That’s why each of the than 20 years ago. Filmed on an aH 
hammer d Cc Rent | “ | ied the customers. Each | is raking in several ‘thousand dollars production outfits satisfying the de- outlay of around $300,000, it grossed ; 
roan . J. Dressell, «latter | supplied among leach morning. }mand sets its individual skeds at’ well over $1,500,009. H 


branch manager at Minneapolis. 





| band, with drinks extra, and sleep- 


ing accommodations which rank 


from an easy chair to a roughly ar- | 


ticket carries with it a guarantee for 


| PATHE BACK AT OLD PLACE 


Pathe Film Corp. and Pathe Labo- 
ratories, Inc., moved back into its 


of four annually for U, where he is 
in command of 
partment. 


| dialog recording 
the cliffhanger de- | 


would make their 
costs prohibitive, but veterans of the 
game, like MacRae, solved the prob- 
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RADIO’S FUTURE AND T 





The politicians have just been saying that it be- 
hooves them to do this, and behooves them to do that, 
Perhaps now, in the lull following the screaming, 
radio might indulge in a little behooving on its 
own account. What could radio learn from recent 
events to apply to future strategy and planning? 
The all-importance of radio in politics is newly re- 
proven, but politics is only one part of the radio 
problem, as political campaigns are only the more 
vehement and picturesque expression ot the snarl- 
ing elements of modern life. It presumably be- 
hooves radio to consider nothing less than this 
gigantic proposition—that more and more and day 
by day it gets deeper and deeper into the middle 
and the muddle of mid-20th century struggle for 
existence and the nice questions of who gets what 
and for how long. 

Does it not behoove broadcasting to consider the 
omens of the 1940's a little more imaginatively ? 
‘There may develop in the next few years a demand 
that radio play a more conscious, purposeful, blue- 
printed part in modern life. This, expectation may 
be greater as and if-the present tendency of radio 
to run away with the advertising pie continues, 
and it probably will. 


Years avo, when children’s programs were being 
widely criticized, some radio men defended certain 
shows as ‘not bad.’ To which a pat rejoinder was 
made: ‘Not bad is not good enough for a medium 
that can mould the future of America.’ Here was 
the negative not-doing-any-harm attitude in sharp 
clash with the positive not-doing-any-good atti- 
tude. 


Many broadcasters entered radio under the in- 
complete impression that broadcasting was a busi- 
ness and that they were business men. It would be 
truer, we think, to say that a broadcaster is also 
and incidentally a business man, but first and fore- 
most he is the custodian of a part of the public do- 
main which he is charged with devoting to the pub- 
lic interest. Perhaps none is possible or desirable, 


but neither the Government nor the industry has 
had a definition of ‘public interest.’ Originally the 
Government hardly went beyond hinting that sta- 
tions shouldn't be vulgar, piggish or slanderous; 
originally stations hardly went beyond appeasement 
of the more influential and pugnacious pressure 
groups. But unofficially, in, the give and take of 
daily operation and with a gradual extension of 
understanding, there has developed a condition of 
check and counter-check which, all things consid- 
ered, is as brilliantly successful an example of 
democracy’s talent for self-adjustment as the world 
now holds, 


But, of course, radio progress can never rest on 
its laurels. Radio today is doing a lot for educa- 
tion, charity, religion, science, public discussion. In 
doing so it shows a shrewd awareness of its re- 
sponsibility. It must hold its ground and continue 
to advance. It must keep the upper hand in public 
service and not, as with commercial programs which 
passed into the control of the advertising agencies, 
allow outsiders to encroach in this realm upon man- 
agement. It may seem like an imaginary menace 
at this particular moment by the clock, but the 
tempo of social development today is not far behind 
the Lockheeds in speed. 





It behooves broadcasters to ask if they, not out- 
siders, are developing the skills and techniques of 
public service programming. At the moment they 
are. At the moment the organizations that seek 
radio time are neither able enough nor powerful 
enough to impose their will. Radio management is 
in the saddle. But there are experts now in train- 
ing, outsiders who one day may know everything 
a radio producer knows about scripts and sound 
effects and music, and when there are enough of 
these pressure group showmen around they might 
form strategic combinations for some smart squeeze 
plays. Broadcasting should not make the mistake 
of thinking that nobody is thinking along these 
lines. Take Varrety’s word for it—they are. 





WSB MAN DIES ON JOB 


Harold Kelly With Atlanta Station | 
For 20 Years 





JIMMY DORSEY 
TO 20 GRAND 








Atlanta, Nov. 5. 


——— 


HE MIDDLE CLASS 


This behooving business is many-sided, Many 
separate threads tie in. For example there were 
pertinent developments at the recent White Sul- 
phur Springs convention of the Association of Na. 
tional Advertisers. At that meeting, newspapers, 
through a spokesman, frankly offered themselves 
and appealed for support as the ‘defenders’ of busi- 
ness. Many eyebrows went up at that and have 
stayed up in the ensuing fortnight. It may well be 
one of the omens of the times that radio must 
ponder. Unless Government and business should 
merge and become co-extensive (which wouldn't be 
democracy), radio cannot ever offer itself on any 
such narrow base of appeal. Radio belongs to 
everybody, and that is why radio is great and why 
the struggle to control it will intensify, and why 
radio's own job of protecting its independence is so 
delicate. 





What happened at the While Sulphur Springs 
convention seems to be fundamental to the 1940's 
and not just a casual sidelight on a business man's 
session. It didn’t inspire those who appreciate a 
balanced system to see one medium so broken in 
spirit. ‘The dominant, self-sure, showmanly net- 
works stole the A.N.A. convention, but this time it 
seemed to bea lot more significant than simply super- 
ficial cleverness. It suggested new responsibilities 
and difficulties, new alignments of power. 





What, then, might logically be the long-pull pur- 

ose and fundamental dedication of American radio? 
Yo what constructive, thoughtful, planned objective 
may it devote its public service in the near futyre, 
when all these now-nebulous elements are crystal- 
ized? One suggestion, in line with much of the 
best modern thought, might be that radio recognize 
that the preservation and protection of the middle 
class is an absolute necessity for the continuance 
of American democracy. It seems hard to think of 
a higher, better or more congenial dedication for 
American radio in the next decade. 





hen Radio Council =| 


To Commend Air Merit: 


FOR OUT FRONT ONLY 
With Civic Participation; |" “tice 


Frankie Masters’ band, bought for 








NBC SEEKS © 








Jimmy Dorsey has been engaged | 
for the ‘Happy Birthday to You’ 
program which Twenty Grand cig- 
arets will debut on the NBC-blue 





Heart attack ended life of Harold 


H. Kelly, WSB’s veteran transmitter 
engineer, and kept 50 kw. ‘Voice of 
South’ off air for 40 minutes. Studio 


control rooms for Kelly’s go-ahead 
signal and when it wasn’t forthcom- 
ing he telephoned control tower at 





Engineer Andy Bellinger waited in | 


Jan. 3. The program is slated for a | nearby Tucker. 


Getting no response 
he got in touch with Chief Engineer 


warm up of several weeks but the|a w. Shropshire, who went to con- 


| 





band won't join it in any studio|trol tower and found door locked. 


| 














to 








broadcasts until the January date.|He kicked in door and found Kelly 
Because the song, ‘Happy Birth-| lying face down on floor near desk 
day to You,’ belongs to ASCAP the | where he had been working on sta- 
producer of the program is under | tion’s log. 
the necessity of finding another title Kelly’s last entry in iog was made 
and getting an original song em- | at 5:15 a.m. and station was due on 
bodying the same idea. air 15 minutes later. Everything had 
been turned on except antenna 
switch. Kelly was rushed to Emory 
Ex t G rge Christof | Hospital, but was pronounced dead. 
pec co g Kelly was 56 and native of Cum- 
. ° Of | ming, Ga. He was foreman of crew 
As Radio Director | that installed WSB’s first tfansmitter 
| 20 years ago and also supervised in- 
New Ted Bates Agenc \Stallation of present transmitter, 
| which he had operated from mid- 
, |night to 8 o’clock each morning. 
With the establishment of the new} Burial was in Atlanta. Wife, son 
Theodore L. Bates agency it is ex- | and two daughters survive. 
pected that the radio ae 
will go to George Christoff who has R di b 
a Plant tne tgp acento back- a 10 as Jo -Getter 
ground. Bates follows and is fol- i. 
lowed by the Colgate-Palmolive- | Washinston. Nov. § 
natcagysomenscAingg e ones | Cooperation between radio and the 
Hee a tale of daytime radio and of | 80VeTmment has helped 23,000 men 
Colgate’s rival Procter & Gamble, get jobs in the 30-day period ended 
itis: ~95 alg aggre ven F ‘ aaj, | Oct. 15. That is the estimate of the 
running away with the daytime radio |. (. *' hs 
leadership : the eventual creation National Association of Broadcasters 
the situation wherein Bates was . 7 
Mc obliged to break free of pedite the national defense program 
his connection with B&B, where he a appeals for skilled 
. 79+ , a Ss . ° 
gas, Colgate, account exee s8 lH0/""Blurbs have been heard on 600-04 
Following the Colgate notice ann since the U. S. Civil Service 
pose edideigey -018 | Commission begged for help in put- 
departure the radio department at | ting job-hunters in t - 
Benton & Bowles became the sub- | ployers in touch with em- 
ject of speculation. Tom Revere} i 
turned down an exit proposition and ’ ‘ er 
stays as v.p. and radio director. It Sarnoff’s Quiet Visit 
is not reported if Kirby Hawkes _ San Francisco, Nov. 5. 
who came east from Blackett-Sam-| CBS thinks Al Nelson gets too 
ple-Hummert in Chicago as the Ben- | much publicity but proof he can 
ton & Bowles specialist on daytime | h0ld back on hot copy on occasion 
programs will be affected by the new |38 Manner in which he screened 
situation when finally clarified. | | David Sarnoff, RCA-NBC biggie, 
from limelight during latter’s 10- 
|day stay with local NBC chieftain. 
Nerman Corwin’s ‘Plot to Over- Not an interviewer got through af- 
throw Christmas,’ first done on Co-|ter Sarnoff expressed desire for 
lumbia Workshop two years ago, will peace and quiet. 
be repeated on the same show this! Appointments, however, were set 
Christmas Eve, } up for Sarnoff’s next visit—in March. 


in reviewing the effort to help ex-~| 





Cleveland, Nov. 5. 





its fifth shot at the Fitch Bandwagon 
show on NBC Red Sunday night (3), 
went through its whole show for the 


Various civic groups have become | penefit of only a studio audience. 


members of the newly organized 
Cleveland Radio Council. Latter’s 
purpose will be to encourage the 


presentation of better radio programs | for a political 


and appoint a board of review to 
pass on the merits of programs. 
Council has representatives from 
the Federation of Womens Clubs, 
Federated Churches of Cleveland, 
Parents - Teachers Associations, 
Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion, the Young Men’s Hebrew Asso- 
ciation and the Catholic Youth Or- 
ganization. Mrs, Walter V. Magee, 


chairman of the radio study division 


of the F-WC is president of the coun- 
cil and Carl George, program direc- 
tor of WGAR, and Dr. William Lev- 
enson, radio director of the Cleve- 
land Board of Educations, are vice- 
presidents, 


DEODORANT SPONSORS 
FOOD MARKET QUIZ 


Hartford, Nov. 5. 


| 











Co. of Syracuse for a series of 
| Thursday afternoon customer quiz 
shows from the Popular Food Mar- 
ket on Albany avenue here. 
ter-hour show, aired from 4:00 to 
4:15 p.m., is a takeoff on the curb- 
stone interviews. 

Garbex Co., manufacturers of a de- 


will 


of their products to everyone aired. 
Paul Schwimler and Stuart Wayne, 
| of the station staff, will do the in- 
| terviewing. Show is tagged ‘Market 
| Time.’ 





| New Corporation Setup 
For WLW Booking Subsid 


Cincinnati, Nov. 5. 
| Incorporation of WLW’s talent 
| booking subsidiary has been changed 
_from General Program Service, Inc., 
| to WLW Promotions, Inc. New or- 
| Sanization’s officers are Lewis Cros- 
jley, president; James D. Shouse, 
| executive vice-president; E. P. Bauer, 
secretary; George Smith, comptroller. 
| Robert E. Dunville is a director. 

William McCluskey continues 


the subsidiary’s booking manager 


as 


| Show had been regularly scheduled, 
| but at practically the last minute the 
| time was sold out from underneath it 





SINGLE ACTS 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Singles for quick sale and at low 
production cost are being framed at 
NBC, with the blue network in 





lmind, Artists service is rounding up 


WTHT has pacted with the Garbex | 


Quar- | 


odorant, in a tie-up with the store, | 
award merchandise prizes to | 
| successful interviewees plus samples | 


speech. 

| Masters completed the broadcast 
| that didn’t hit the air and will be 
paid for it. He may get another shot 


later. 





Honor Albert Warner 


Washington, Nov. 5. 





Albert Warner, CBS news com- 
mentator in Washington, has been 


notified that he has been voted the 
first annual Sigma Delta Chi award 
for radio newswriting. The award 
was one of five made by a committee 
from the professional journalistic 
fraternity for general reporting, edi- 
torial writing, foreign correspond- 
ence, Washington correspondence 
and radio newswriting, the latter a 
new category this year. 
Presentations will be made Nov. 
16 at the organization’s annual con- 
vention in Des Moines. Judges who 
made the awards were Roy Roberts, 
managing editor of the Kansas City 
Star; John W. Owens, editor-in-chief 
of the Ba®timore Sun: Paul Scott 
| Mowrer, editor-in-chief of the Chi- 
| cago Daily News; Arthur Krock, po- 
| litical writer of the New York Times, 
and Frederic William 
Washington Star. 


John Swanik Draws 158 


Tuscola, Ill., Nov. 5. 

John Swanik, the ‘Uncle John Bar- 
ton’ of local station WDZ staff, had 
number 158, the first nymber drawn 
in the conscription. 

Interviewed on the air shortly 
afterward, he said he was willing to 
BO. He is married and has a child, 
his wife being in ‘The Barton Fam- 
ily’ series with him. 








Promote John Whalley 


Chicago, Nov. 5. 
John Whalley has been upped to 


Wile of the | 


ide Leath, 


| 
| 





| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| performers who can fill a one-man 
|spot without the necessity of sup- 
|port or musical backup. In demand 
are singers who can do their own 
thumping or strumming. 

First to be set up in this category 
for sponsorial inspection are Vaughn 
veteran of 20 years of 
radio, who knows her way around 
the keyboard of piano or novachord 
and Johnnie Johnston, guitaring his 
own accompanist, They get quarter 
hour spots across the board. 





‘Ellery Queen’ Up For 
Luxor’s Air Return; 
Also Revising Treet 


In addition to lining up a network 
show for Luxor cosmetics Lord & 
Thomas is revising the transcription 
series which have been running on 
several stations for Treet, which is 
likewise an Armour & Co. product. 
Presentation on the suggested 
changes in Treet program was made 
to the company in Chicago Friday 
(1). 

Time which Luxor has contracted 
for on CBS is 4:30-5 p.m. Sundays. 
‘Ellery Queen’ had been submitted 
for the spot. The recording of an- 
other show is being taken out to the 
account this week. 


Edward J. Calahan Dies 


Pittsburgh, Nov. §. 
Edward J. Calahan, manager of 
KDKA-Westinghouse Artists Serv- 
ice, died suddenly at his home here 
last week of a heart attack. He was 
54 and had been in charge of sta- 








tion’s artists bureau since first of 

year. 
Calahan, an ex-broker, joined 

'NBC’s real estate division in 1938. 


post of business manager of NBC | He played a part in negotiations in- 


here. 


Kopf, new chief of the NBC central 
| division, 


Whalley had been office manager | in 1935, 


at NBC in Chicago since 1931. 


| 


Appointment made by Harry volving company’s move from 7il 


Fifth Ave. to present quarters ?!) 
Radio City. Transferred to KDKA 
He leaves his widow and 
three children. 
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BIG WEBS AS 





~ Chain Income From Time Sales TINE 


1940 1939 1938 1937 | 
SENUBTY cccccaces .- $3,575,946 $2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378,620 | 
February ......-..+e. 3,330,627 2,541,542 2,680,334 2,264,317 | ——— 
Se, evs eabees . 3,513,170 2,925,684 3,034,317 2,559,716 | Small N , 
ie Balislaceapes . 3,332,689 2,854,026 2,424,180 2,563,478 ma umber of Big Na- 
EE Sinnkcsbsdtian si . 3,570,727 3,097,484 = -2,442,283 2,560,558 tienal Advertisers New 
ME: nachebuswdense . 3,144,213 2.860,180 1,121,495 2,476,567 . ’T HUR Apto | 
BFS deedinccsess . 3,067,870 2,331,953 1.317.357 ~—S—«:1,988,412 Control Network Time and WAR DOESN’T HURT R 
oe " St00e6s © -2seniss Leones «© -2o2nses | fave Options in to Grab put Held te Delay That Mach-Post- 
eee. ee ceeeeee eae. — pone ore ned New NBC Building in Frisco 
SE pocksabares . 4,023,617 3,366,654 2,453,410 _—«-2,505,485 Whatever Else Opens Up ?° aj 
Total $33,537,907 $27,556,348 $21,378,941 $23,281,018 —Discounts « Sig Com- Sen Francisce, Woy. 5. 
cs wet ilirida ss ee ~e ene cos Crisis conditions haven't hurt} 
petnrve Factor |radio sales one little bit, according 
MUTUAL , ito J. C. McConnell, NBC national 
BLUE. MBS OFFSET | spot and local sales manager on his 
1940 1939 1938 1937 ’ ifirst Frisco swing in five years. 
January . $317,729 $315,078 $269,894 $213,748 |Asked if there was any holding 
February 337,649 276,605 253,250 231,286 _ back in radio to parallel film ex- 
March . ‘ 390,813 306,976 232,877 247,421 A small number of big national ae = ae Piven Dag ne 
-> “4 “4 . € G C . als > xs > ) 
» wgioaetaa sz 186 «234-764 ~—=«dpa'201«—=«aatggg. | A4VErtisers are more and more con- future events, the New York exec 
ahead 228.186 202,412 117,388 |Solidating a monopoly or near- pointed out that for NBC, each 
PN 5506nsas0b 60K se ° 235,182 216,583 167,108 101,458 monopoly of the time of American /month’s biz has been better than | 
nue 0s, 283,463 210;589 200/342 132,866 el gaging elvonget sgt enna Webb, however, is ‘still delaying 
September ......ce6 46 , ' i ras : ; | 4 y 7 
~~ oda ae Not Reported 428,221 347,771 238,683 | Tesret it, and don’t quite know how | p,onosed new building here due to 
sry ; to stop it since, as business men, they | doubtful future conditions. 
Total . $2,777,833 $2,685,038 $2,220,026 $1,735,256 _ cannot gracefully refuse their big- | 
| gest customers when the latter wait | 
NBC RED in options to buy time as and when | Jury Finds Against 
” | . 
‘vacated by other advertisers. Thus | ° 
1940 1939 *1938 *1937 | uns 
January . $3,496,393 $3,211,161 $2,634,763 $2,374,633 | the small — - pgm Peg | Labor Co el in Suit 
February ........... 3,226,983 2,975,258 2,507,123 2,273,973 |merchandisers who stand willing Alle in Air Slander 
‘ buy as much time as they can get 2 g 
J rR ere 3,338,440 3,297,992 2,736,494 2,531,322 : literal aim "te 
April .........--+++ 3,128,685 2,879,57 2,458,487 2,304,035 | (almost literally) “ge ea eel 
is to 5d Lead 3,216 940 2,886,517 2.627,721 2,261,344 pigeons out bed bia .¢ | Seattle, Nov. 5. 
June 2,919,405 2,759,917 2,550,040 2,209,304 aa sn i pitoong it eo | KLV, Inc., as operator of KEEN, 
] 3 902 2.713,7$ 6! ,018, os 5s) oe | wae cles ast wee " 
cn apalepaiialetidies ar yee tps var ane pte | fore now on this predicament of net- | ir rons Age ge g Egg oe 
September 3.132.005 2.750.688 2,397,333 —=«.2,057,513. | Work broadcasting. The more in-| 6) Latter had asked $25,000 
Ger ss... ie, 3842195 3444139 2798739 2222803 |Vidious implications of ‘monopoly’| 4 oe: trom the Little Business 
<<ss) ¥,° bed ident lee ee | are, of course, avoided because there | ys Bureau. Inc. and the station 
Total $32,515,286 $29,656,967 $25,455,926 $22,348,053 [1S Still the 9 sy ery hear and  aileging that remarks derogatory to 
—— | Dakine Pat ame® cod tense AJso | him had been broadcast over KEEN 
| oO ae go a ; .. | but a jury, before whom the issue 
J = ‘there still is the transcription al-| 7 yc ¥ ; 
NBC BLUE oom — ternative, via spot placement lo- } esac decided in favor of the 
1940 1939 37 |cally. However industry strategists me ag j res 
ree $908,815 * $822,739 $1,158,753 $1,167,366 | deplore the situation as a case of too , ee ee 
February ........... 905,101 173,437 990,930 1,021,809 | many eggs in too few baskets, as an i> cae were See eee ee 
0. Fs 965,904 872,860 1,070,335 1,082,961 invitation to fault-finders and as sy a oer — coe Macc 
AOE coves ‘ 912,833 681,412 852,018 973,475 turning network radio into a ‘closed | pod ane “es pon li perpen 
May ecece- 817,682 815,585 786,479 953,475 business’ even though it is a con-| | station's mall letters now ere KEVR 
be eee . 722,695 622,487 pre es pony stantly more prosperous industry. ‘ ee ee ee ; 
JULY 2 sce ° 688,536 569,757 : ’ i ‘ oe 
August sesseseee 665,924 574,644 572,938 690,871 Peweerel Competes 
September ........ . 747,774 564,619 581,908 793,068 The domination of their own fields DOLLARS TO DONUTS 
October ......eeeeee 1,203,499 773,119 975,225 1,116,936 |through mergers and acquisition of | 
io eta eis trademarks or multiplication of prod- | BET ON WIP, PHILLY |: works 
BOE. kncncassses . $8,538,763 $7,070,659 $8,220,760 $9,282,674 | ucts places the big packaged goods 





*Different system for allocating billings to the red and blue networks 


= evailed these ye ears 


SPECTOR ASKS| 
$-WEEK FREE 
TRIAL 


Ray Spector agency is 





COLUMBIA 
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| distributors in a powerful competi- 
| tive position. Only another giant can 

gO up against them. This advantage 
ae aia lof bigness is increased in the case 











offering 


stations a special proposition in con- 


nection with 


Blackstone Products, 


which includes Aspertane, Tastylax 


and its own brand of aspirin. 
is asking the stations to 
along with the account on a 


tor 


tingency basis. 
Deal calls for 
time. 


Spec- | 
play 


con- 


eight weeks of free | 
If upon a check of sales in 


the territory the campaign proves to 
have been successful the station will 
Teceive not only payment for this 
time per card rate but a contract 
covefing a minimum of 13 weeks. 





DANDERINE’S ‘SWEETEST 
STORY’ ON TEXAS WEB 


San Antonio, Nov. 5. 


Replacing 
times w eekly 


the 


nighttime 
broadcast of 
Short Stories,’ Double Danderine, a | 
Sterling product will present a three | 


three 
*Short, 


times weekly morning stanza titled | 
‘Sweetest Story Ever Told.’ 


Program is 
Te 


by Blackett- 





presented through the 
xas State Network and was placed 
-Sample-Hummert. 


of the networks by the discount sys- | 


| Drive to Los Angeles For (tems which favor the advertisers 
with many products and therefor 

Show That Doesn’t Air many shows as against the smaller 
| Minneapolis, Nov. 5. advertiser with only one product to 
' ‘ ; sell. Station for station and minute 


The Plehal brothers of WCCO here ~ 
for minute the small advertiser must 





drove all the way from Minneapolis 


lto California to appear on the Al/Pay more than the big one. Thus 
“ > th bre ters’ rhee 

|Pearce radio show last week. When | “0es the broadcasters’ wheel of 

they got to Los Angeles they found | @lemma go round and round and 


lthat the show had to be eliminated | nobody knows ae A _ 
'because of a political broadcast. | More hese wren oe he . wee. 
| Previous commitments here made , ™€rCciai time schedules On tne 4 


lit impossible for them to remain over age eigen dl ~ Hlagaeren Migs 
. , . . lh U preaicti maae it 

| SRO NE Wee See veesndenealll some agency men that by 1942 the 

ene ei Bais |choice periods on these two net- 

: i|works would be absolutely con- 

N. L. Nathanson Thinks trolled by a handful of accounts. 

Alt — igh both webs have more 

Radio-Smothering of Press com ial programs running and 

re ne sold than ever before 


CBS for one can 
dition of but one 


lay claim to the ad 

new account, Lib- 
bey-Owens-Ford, and the red to but 
two, Hall Bros., Inc., and Illinois 
Central, and these are Sunday mati- 
nee split networks out of Chicago. 


Would Provoke Evils 


Caizary, Alta., Nov. 5. 
Radio should be used to augment 
the newspapers, not to take their 
place, in the opinion of N. L. Nathan- | 
son, vice-chairman of the Canadian | 
| Broadcasting Corp. and, president of 
|Famous Players Canadian Corp., who business within a few corporations 
visited here recently. is not the most healthy one, but they 
Nathanson said that undoubtedly [hold that it's a situation that can't 
the radio newscasts skimmed a cer- be na a At least they don’t know 
tain amount of the cream off the how. As soon as a spot becomes 
news before it could be painted, but | l available. they have no choice but 
ihe felt that radio could never take |4, omer it to some account already 
ithe place of the newspaper. If such | many of these 


< on the books since 
a thing ever happened it would be @ /}2.6 standing bids for more time 


‘Can't Be Helped’ 
Network officials admit that this 
tendency toward bunching up their 








sad day for the democracies, he felt. | 4 few caces Ben pase parcial ry 
pigs Procter & Gamble, Genera! Foods, 

Florence Murphy, WCCO Minne- Brown & Williamson, Campbel 
|apolis feminine newscaster, an ardent Soup. There are times thi it these 
/supporter of President Roosevelt, networks would like to bring in a 
was cast for the role of a crusading newcom er, if only for the sake of 
| Willkie woman in one of station’s novelty, but their reasoning for 
stifling such inclinations is that it’s 


; radio skits. 


PRIVATE CL 








OPTIONS 70. NBC Over $5,00,000in October: 
aN LY Beats Previous Mark by $640,000: 


CBS Also Whammy at at $4, 000,000 

















a 


Philadelphia, Nov. 5. 
| Mary Jane Shoe Stores will bank- 
|roll WIP’s new quizzer, ‘Dollars to 


Doughnuts’ beginning Friday (8). 
The program, handled by Fred 
Woods, bets dollars to doughnuts 


against contestants 
rectly. 

The program will be aired 
the es of had s Theatre. 


W aiibeakens! 5 New Station 
Not on Air But Felt 


Washington, Nov. 5. 
Newcomer-station, WINX, contin- 
ued last week to report progress in 


from 


the sales field with prediction that 
it will soon go over the top on its 
sales quota and take its place with 
the four ch ain-affillated transmitters 
operating in the Nation’s capital 
Operating on a 24-hour basis as a 
pure ly local enterprise, Station ex- 
pects to start broadcasting shortly 
Has been wooing numerous membe! 
of the staff 3s of WMAL-WRC, the two 
NBC stations WJSV Columbia’s 
Washington transmitter, and Mu- 


tual’s WOL. Latest additi 
staff is Bob Callahan, Music Rights 
supervisor for NBC, who will join 
the WINX staff as 
pianist. 


on to the 


new yrganist- 


never good business to disregard the 
wishes of an old customer. 


With the red and CBS having 
become pretty much exclusive 
clubs in the advertising world, 
the lot has fallen to the NBC- 
biue and Mutual to do the pros- 
pecting for accounts new to net- 
work radio. The blue has so far 
this season brought in Axton-Fisher 
(Twenty Grand cigarets), Clapp’s 
Baby Food, Knapp-Monarch, United 


States of Brazil 
Candy. Newcomer 
is United Airlines. 


and Williamson 
on Mutual’s list 


answering cor-| 


Politics plus the season’s big up- 
surge in cOmmercial business ac- 
;counted for record breaking time 
sales for the networks in October. 
|For the first time NBC reached the 
| $5,000,000 and CBS, the $4,000,000 
brackets. NBC’s gross billings for 
last month were $5,045,694 and Co- 
lumbia’s $4,023,617. With NBC it 
was $640,000 over the previous top 
figure for any one month. 

Compared to October of 
margin this time was 19.6% in 
case of NBC, and 19.5% for Colum- 
ibia. Of the NBC take $3,842,195 was 
credited to the red link and $1,203,499 
|to the blue network. In comparison 
with October '39 the red’s edge was 
11.5% and the blue’s 55.7%, a record 
high in this category for any net- 
work, 

NBC’s previous monthly high came 
this past January, $4,405,208. While 
the exact figures won't be available 
for a few weeks, it is estimated that 
NBC’s billings on politics will go 
well over $1,000,000 and Columbia’s, 
around $400,000. The big gainer in 
this instance will be the blue net- 
work, since CBS and the red will be- 
cause of their full commercial sched- 
ules have to rebate the greater por- 
tion of this political money. 


1939 the 


the 





RADIO STRESS 
ON CLASSIC 
STUFF 





| Mutual’s acquisition last week of 
| the Philadelhia Orchestra and the 
| Chicago Opera broadcasts brings an 
brea gerne eg. lineup of symphonie 

nd operatic broadcasts on the net- 
over weekends. There are 
now six major musical organizations 
| whose regular performances will be 
aired. In addition, several network 
| commercial shows stress classical 
|music and there are such live broad- 
|casts as the New York City Civie 


|orchestra over WNYC, the Alfred 
Wallenstein concerts over Mutual 
and a number of recorded opera 


|and symphonic programs over vari- 
ous New York stations. 

| The list of regular musical groups 
heard over the networks is as fol- 
lows: 


Chicago symphony 
Thursday nights, Mutual, 

Philadelphia orchestra, Friday aft- 
|ernoons, Mutual, sustaining 

Metropolitan Opera performances 
Saturday afternoons (Starting in 
several weeks), NBC (WJZ), 
for Texaco. 


orchestra, 


sustaining, 


1 
blue 


NBC Symphony orchestra, Satur- 
day nights, NBC blue. sustaining 
| New bles Philharmonic-Syme- 
phony Sun , afternoons, CBS, sus- 
ta g 

Chicago Civi Opera Monday 
ights, Mutual, s istaining, 

Among the network commercials 
pecializing in classical music are 
the Ford hour Sunday nights over 
CBS, the Libby-Owens series Stun- 
day afternoons on CBS, plus several 
others using sem -clas ic al tuff, 
such as ‘Musical je ericana,” etc. 

There’s a timely angle in the in- 
crease of classical music on the net- 
works at this moment. That is, 
most classical music is in the pub- 
lic domain and will thus be un- 
effected by the expected battle be- 
tween ASCAP and the networks. 
However, that is not regarded as the 
motive in the networks’ obtaining 


the added classical programs. 


Elias Breeskin, en 
cert appearance in 
paused in San Antonio to appear as 
guest soloist with Monette Shaw over 
WOAT,. 


route for a cone 


Mexico City, 


de 


Sty 


a. i 
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ASCAP PREFERS PETRILLO STAY 


OUT. 








NOT BECLOUD ISSUE WITH RADIO BIZ 


Report Society Wants An 
during Qualities—‘No 


Attitude—Nuisance Litigation Is One Phase 


y Agreement to Have En- 
Munich of Music’ Is New 





bi 


James C. Petrillo, head of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
will not step into the ASCAP-radio 
controversy unless requested to do 
so by the Society, and it was made 
clear over the weekend by a high 
ASCAP official that ASCAP would 
prefer to have the union remain en- 
tirely on the sidelines. The message 
conveyed to the AFM chief through 
an unofficial intermediary who is a 
member of the union was _ that 
ASCAP was determined to fight the 
thing out by itself and that any 
mediation would serve only to give 


the networks an out from their | 


present stand of no negotiations and 
befuddle the fundamental issues in- 
volved. Petrillo was at the same 
time thanked for his interest and the 
ASCAP spokesman stated that he 
felt assured that Petrillo would ap- 
preciate the spirit in which the 
answer was made. 


It was pointed out that the temper 
now prevailing in ASCAP is against 
entering into any pact that will not 
assure peace between the radio and 
music industries for years. Any new 
agreement must contain a goodwill 
provision under which radio would 
guarantee to refrain from the sort of 
harassments, legislative and litiga- 
tory, which ASCAP claims it has 
been subject to since the signaturing 
of the last contract (1935). ASCAP 


wants no Munich, it was further 
stated. 
Relieves Admen 
Foregoing feeler exchange be- 


tween Petrillo and ASCAP tends to 
answer a question that has agitated 
the advertising agencies more than 
that concerning the availability of 
non-ASCAP material. The agencies 
have wanted to know what position 
Petrillo has indicated he would take 
in the performing rights controversy 
and whether there was any chance 
of his doing something about a set- 
tlement if the showdown resulted 
in a reduction of radio employment 
among musicians. 

Agencies with programs using 
standard music are pretty well 
agreed that there is enough material 
available to them in the public do- 
main to keep them going for a long 
time. Some of them have checked 
their standard repertories for the 
past year and found that as high as 
60% of these numbers stem from 
the public domain. The networks 
have had their music checking divi- 
sions busy the past several weeks 
preparing list of public domain num- 
bers for submission to agencies hand- 
ling this type of program and which 
these checkers think are geared to 
such programs. This task has in- 
volved studying each program and 
documenting all public domain num- 
bers that are available for a particu- 
lar program. The agencies admit that 
they will find it tough to make their 
programs of standara@ or current 
rnusic highly diversified, but they at 
the same time feel that they can sell 
this limited line of music to the pub- 
lic. 

ASCAP has in the meantime 
undertaken to set up listening posts 
in every state in the union so as to 
be in a position starting with Jan. 1 
to obtain infringement reports on sta- 
tions that have not taken out 
ASCAP licenses. 





Italian Show in English 


GAME OVER, NEIGHBORS 
AND PLAYERS HEAR IT 


San Antonio, Nov. 5. 

Due to the political broadcasts, fill- 
ing the local airwaves football games 
have had to make way on the 
schedule for the political talks. Odd 
quirk was the consequence on Fri- 
day when a play-by-play account of 
a game between two local] high- | 
schools was recorded and played 
| back one hour later after the game 
had started. = 

Telephone board at the station was 
bombarded with listeners near the 
| Stadium saying that they were list- 
‘ening to KABC broadcast a descrip- 
tion of the game when they could see 
out of their windows and see the 
lights shut off and no one even near 
by who resembled a football player. 
Other callers were players and fans 
wondering what it was all about, 
hearing the game after they had al- 
ready left the stadium. 








WEW RADIO SALES EXEC 


J. Kelly Smith Sets Henry Jackson 
At Chicago 








Cincy’s Teacup Tempest 
Because Kate Smith’s 
Not at Britain Ball 


Cincinnati, Nov. 5. 

Only unpleasant incident of the 
visit here last week by Kate Smith 
was a criticism appearing Friday (1) 
in the Times-Star about her non- 
appearance at the Bundles for Brit- 
ain ball, held the night before in the 
Netherland Plaza hotel. Tyrone 
Power, back in his home town for the 
premiere of his latest picture, ‘Mark 
of Zorro,’ appeared at the affair with 
his wife, Annabella, through arrange- 
ment by 20th-Century Fox. 

To clear up the criticism, Ted Col- 
lins, Miss Smith’s manager, issued a 
statement which the paper published 
Saturday (2). His explanation: 

‘20th-Century Fox does not repre- 
sent me. Nine days ago in New York 
City I received a request to have 
Miss Smith appear at the ball. At 
that time I wired to Cincinnati say- 
ing an engagement previously made 
in Cincinnati for that night and also 
the time necessary for rehearsals 
for Miss Smith made it impossible 
for her to appear at the ball. 

‘I doubt if the tickets were printed 
at that time, but learned later that 
when they did appear they included 
the name of Kate Smith. 

‘Insofar as the statement is con- 
cerned that the Bundles for Britain 
ball was a big success in spite of the 








Chicago, Nov. 5. 
J. Kelly Smith, general sales chief 


of the Columbia Radio Sales Divi- | 


fact that Miss Smith did not appear, 
I think that is a ridiculous and most 
unfair statement. 

‘If the local committee for Bundles 





sion, has named Henry Jackson 4s | for Britain within the next 25 years 
i'manager of the Chicago office Of | wil] be responsible for raising the 
| Radio Sales. Jackson has been work- | amounts of money for charities that 
|ing for Radio Sales in Chicago for Miss Smith has raised during her 
|two months after four years as sales | career, I believe they will do a very 
manager for the northern division of | noble work. I deeply regret, and so 
| the Columbia web on the Coast. | does Miss Smith, that time would not 

Smith had been handling the local | allow her presence at the ball, but 
|managership for some time along|I also deeply resent the necessity of 
with his assignment as general sales ; having to make a statement to soothe 
|manager, but the pressure of the na- | the feelings of persons who, I under- 
tional sales job made it necessary to | stand, had charge of an affair for 


allocate some of the duties in Chi- | 
cago. 

Likely that Smith will continue to | 
headquarter in the local Columbia | 
offices, figuring Chicago as the | 
logical spot for keeping an eye on | 
the national situation. 


Strotz Now at Desk 


Sidney Strotz, NBC’s new v. p. in 
charge of programs, settled. down 
into this post Saturday (4). He ar- 
rived that day from Chicago. 

He was at NBC headquarters a 








charitable purposes.’ 

Tyrone Power guested on the Kate 
Smith show, broadcast Friday night 
by CBS for Grape-Nuts. He did a 
dramatization from the ‘Mark of 
Zorro’ picture. Air program origi- 
nated in the 2,500-seat Emery audi- 
torium, which was packed for the 8 
o’clock Eastern outletting and for the 
midnight repeat to the West Coast. 

Bill Thomas headed a group of 
Young & Rubicam agency men who 
came on from New York to arrange 
for theatre and ticket distridution 
details. 

Miss Smith and Collins personalléd 
with Tyrone Power and Annabella at 





couple weeks ago but it was merely 
to meet the trade via a cocktail 
party. 





the Albee and Shubert theatres, 
where ‘Mark of Zorro’ was preeming, 
| between the two air shows. 





‘Coast Branch of Radio Writers In 





WEMP HERE TO STAY 


| Dire Outlook of Five Years Ago Is 
Reversed 











Milwaukee, Nov. 5. 
Although dire predictions for its 
future were made when WEMP 
|started out as an independent sta- 


Doesn’t Pay at WEBER | tion, with two well established 


Buffalo, Nov. 5. 
WEBR Italian Hour, 


interests of national unity, finally 
has folded under the strain. Emelino 
Rico, its announcer-salesman, moved 
program this week to WBNY, which 
still allows foreign tongues. 

WEBR cleansed its Polish and Ital- 
ian programs of their native tongues 
a day after President Roosevelt’s 
unity plea, station expressing hope 
all ‘patriotic-minded’ listeners would 
applaud the move. English an- 
nouncements were substituted, al- 
though foreign language vocals on 
platters, banned at first, finally were 
allowed to stay on. 

Sponsors were responsive at first 
but soon began dropping off. Al- 
though its revenue was‘cut, station 
kept program in its 90-minute size. 


which was | 
Anglicized six months back in the | birthd 


| broadcasters, 
| WISN 


WTMJ (NBC) and 
(CBS), already covering the 
area, the station celebrated its fifth 
ay anniversary early Friday 
| night (1) with a party in its studio. 
WEMP has not ofly prospered, but 
six months ago became key station 
for a new state loop known as the 
Wisconsin Broadcasting system, and 
in the past month did the biggest 
business in its history. 

Celebration had double significance 
|as it also observed the birthday of 


|C. J. (Chuck) Lanphier, station man- 








elaborate desk set for the occasion. 





Ray C. Schroeder, the original ‘Mr. 
Fixit,’ completed his tenth consecu- 
tive years on the air last week over 
WIL, St. Louis, currently bankrolled 
by Fels Naphtha. 





ager, who was presented with an/| 


Tactical Move Against Untair Dises 





Hollywood, Nov. 8. 
Adoption of a ruling to prohibit 
members of Radio Writers Guild 
from working on or leasing material 
to transcription companies which 
are on the Guild’s ‘unfair list’ will 
be asked of the membership at an- 
|nual meeting Thursday night (7). 
Under the proposal, RWG stamp 
would be impressed on all material 
to establish identity of the writer. 
Another resolution to be pre- 
| sented asks that a national vote be 
taken on an amendment to exclude 
executive writers from the elective 
posts of national president or re- 
gional vice prez. Term of latter 
would be fixed at one year. 
Coasters will cast their vote for 
Forrest Barnes as prexy of the na- 
tional body, with Paul Franklin and 
Sam Moore v.p. choices. Twelve 
members of the Western Regional 
| Council will be elected from the fol- 
| lowing nominees: George Backus, 
Forrest Barnes, Hector Chevigny, 
Peter Dixon, Paul Franklin, Frank 
Gill, Jr... Wolfe Kaufman, Leonard 
Levinson, Sam Moore, Cariton FE. 
Morse, Davis Nowinson, Arch 
Oboler, Don Quinn, Robert Redd, 
William Robson, Ted Sherdeman, 
Jerry Schwartz, Everett Tomlinson, 
Leo Townsend and Maurice Zinn, 
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From the Production Centres 


tH4+444. 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Joe Julian, of the ‘Just Plain Bill’ series, has authored an origin: 
let, ‘Gardenias—10 cents,’ which appears in the forthcoming One A 
mag....Boyd Crawford, juve lead on ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hij!’ pro- 
gram, doubled on the Helen Hayes stanza last week, but he couldn't go 
to New Haven for rehearsal, so Phillips Holmes read the part for the 
tune-up....Effie Palmer of ‘Orphans of Divorce,’ doubling on ‘Gang Bust. 
ers,’ and Geraldine Kaye, of the same show, also with Helen Me 
‘Second Husband’ troupe... .James Krieger, of ‘Orphans of Divorce,’ study. 
ing law at Columbia....John Brown doing the Fred Allen show, the 
‘Famous Plays’ series and ‘Lorenzo Jones’..,.Lucy Kilpack, sister of Ben- 
nett Kilpack, title player in ‘Mr. Keen,’ has joined him from London. 

Peggy Gould and Helen Larmon, legit actreesses, writing and Spieling 
a weekly series on WFAS, White Plains, for a local department store... 
Songs composed by Raymond Gram Swing will be played at a concert at 
Henry Hadley studio, New York, Sunday night (10)....Frank Thomas, 
motor and food show announcer at the World’s Fair, back again to net. 
work and agency programs....Ezio Pinza guesting on the Kraft Musie 
Hall tomorrow night (Thursday)....Minnie Dupree, legit and film actress 
now a regular on the ‘Aunt Jenny’s Real Life Stories’ series... .Kayveli 
Aliki added to ‘Big Sister’ troupe. 

Ruth Howard and Sanford Dickinson, who do a daytime program on 
WOKO, Albany, have been set for a guester on Campbell Soup’s ‘Short, 
Short Story’ over CBS. Miss Howard is a daughter of Comedian Tom 
Howard; her Albany program with Dickinson was recently reviewed in 
VarieTy....Sherman K, Ellis, Inc., has been dissolved. White & Case 
filed the papers in Albany. 

Albert Spalding and John Charles Thomas auditioning with Andre 
Kostelanetz for Coca-Cola....Brian Aherne will guest on ‘Lincoln High. 
way’ this Saturday morning (9), as well as playing opposite Katharine 
Cornell in bits from ‘The Barretts of Wimpole Street’ on the Red Cross 
broadcast Sunday (10)....Marian Shockley, back from Caribbean cruise 
with director-husband George Zachary, guesting tonight (Wednesday) on 
‘Manhattan at Midnight.’ 

When Augustin Llopis de Olivares, announcer of NBC's international 
division, reported for his short-wave program one day last week he had 
just had drops in his eyes and realized he couldn’t scan regular-size print 
.-...5someone located a typewriter with giant letters, however, so de 
Olivares went on the air as scheduled, reading his spiel off cardboard strips 
....-Dwight Cooke of Henry Souvaine office scripted and produced for the 
Democratic National Committee’s Mr. Johnstone on the two hour program 
Monday night....Cecil Carmichael, special courier from James Shouse of 
WLW, in town....Joe Kolling not far behind.... 

Mark Hellinger did a routine of jokes, puns and wise cracks for Ted 
Husing of CBS, between halves of Notre Dame-Army game. 

Margaret and Gordon Munro are in Manhattan to seek their radio for- 
tunes after a spell at KMBC, Kansas City....William Morris agency han- 
dling them.... 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Lawton Campbell dropped in on ‘Big Town’ and helped himself to a load 
of California sunshine, which ran up a terrific C.A.B. during his sojourn 
....Henry Jacobsen, head drum beater for the McClatchy web, en route to 
Fort Knox, Ky., to serve his lieutenancy in the armored division. ...Young 
& Rubicam office gang serenaded Joe Stauffer in the early hours of Sunday 
on the occasion of his passing another milepost....Harry Norwood in from 
New York to settle the Merry Macs here with enough work to make them 
permanent residents....Dave McCosker installed as Coast rep for H. W. 
Kastor agency. He was KFWB national sales manager for the past five 
years....Amos 'n’ Andy passing up, their seasonal stand at Palm Springs 
for the winter....Arch Oboler gave up last week’s time to President 
Roosevelt and saved himself a trip to New York where he was to direct 
Joan Crawford in his original, “The Word.’ Program goes over to Nov. 22, 
with Mary Astor in ‘I'll Tell My Husband’ skeded for Nov. 8....Fox Case, 
Columbia’s Coast special events director, named chairman of draft appeal 
board in the Hollywood sector....Carroll Carroll was equal to the occasion 
when Fred Whiting, bass in John Scott Trotter’s orchestra, drew the now 
famous ‘158’ in the draw. He had him saw off a few bars of ‘Beat Me 
Daddy (158 to the Bar)’ on the Kraft program....Hal Styles launching a 
participating sponsorship program on KFWB additional to his ‘Help Thy 
Neighbors,’ optioned for another quarter....Parks Johnson and Wally 
Butterworth coming for one ‘Vox Pop’ broadcast Nov. 21....Armand 
Deutsch, Coast head of McKee-Albright agency, helping Rudy Vallee keep 
in shape on the tennis courts....Ken Higgins, KFI-KECA barker, peddled 
a yarn to Metro for its ‘Thin Man’ series....Hubbell Robinson flew back 
to N. Y. after looking over the talent crop....H. Sayle Taylor (Voice of 
Experience) on the verge of signing for a Coast show. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Jewel Kimberling playing new role in ‘Right to Happiness’ over CBS 
....-Bob Morard, Columbia special events and news staffer, in West Subur- 
ban hospital following auto smash-up....Bill Hodapp has turned out a 
couple of play scripts....DeWitt McBride added to ‘Tom Mix Straight 
Shooters,’ Hugh Rowlands and Mary Young to ‘Li'l Abner’ and Claudia 
Morgan to ‘Lone Journey’....Walter Hagen, Jr., son of the golf name, now 
member of the NBC spieler gang here....Verl Thompson has quit NBC 
here to join announcing staff at WXYZ, Detroit.... 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


Burns and Allen hiding away in the ol’ home town for a short rest.... 
Gracie’s a local gal, once ran a dancing school] here....Pete de Lima, late 
of CBS Artitsts Bureau, auditioning junior college show patterned after 
“We, the People’....‘It Serves Me Right,’ introduced on Kraft show by 
Dorothy Lamour, is joint effort of Henry Busse and Dick Aurandt, KSFO 
batoner....Dock Howard, KSFO technical boss, writing radio section for 
a Govt. CCC manual....Ruth Sprague, ‘Suzie Q’ of KPO-KGO, got spot 
on Bob Hope’s Pepsodent show aired from Community Playhouse here 
....played part of ‘Miss Smith,’ head of mythical fan club... .Milt Samuel, 
NEC press chief, victim of small-town technicality on vacation when hick 
cops hauled away entire block of cars and charged owners impounding fee 
and fines for technical violation.... 

Frisco radio circles happy over word that H. M. Jackson, who left the 
local CBS office Sept. 15 for a Chicago berth, has been promoted to post 
of sales manager for Chi office of Radio Sales....KYA has inaugurated @ 
Garden Gossip quarter-hour with Mary Ashe Miller of Argonaut maga- 
zine, plus a new Hollywood show handled by Lenn Curley... .Pressings © 
Bill Adams’ KSFO Farm Journal broadcasts have been requested for 
study by M. J. Rowell of the Department of Agriculture marketing di- 
vision in Washington....KSFO spares early-rising farmers necessity 0 
staying up all night to hear election returns....Special summary of what 
happened aired at 5:30 a. m. on Bill Adams Farm Journal....KPO-KGO 
lost two members of its technical staff to Uncle Sam this week. Super- 
visor Proctor Sugg and Studio Engineer Frank Fullaway, both Naval re- 
servists, volunteered for active duty and got it. 
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Regina, Sask.— New addition to 
the sales staff of CJRM is Fred Luce, 
singing salesman of CJRC, Winnipeg, 
for the past six years, James Horton, 
SJRM news editor, has moved to 
Calgary. 








Suffolw, Va—Robert Wasdon, sales 
manager of WLPM, Suffolk, Va., has 
resigned effective Nov. 9 to join the 
sales staff of WBIG, Greensboro, 
N. C. He was with WRAL, Raleigh, 
before joining WLPM. 
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PACIFIC PROGRAM RATINGS 





Pale, Fi ingers-Crossed, Holding-Breath 





That’s the Way Campaign Ends for Radio—Hugh 


Johnson’s Jewish References Cause Jitters 


+ 








Radio may be represented as 
literally héaving one vast collective 
sigh of relief this morning (Wednes- 
day) that one of the most acrimoni- 
ous election campaigns in American 
history is over. More than 500 sta- 
tions were on the air all through 
Tuesday night and Wednesday morn- 
ing giving the public the returns. 

What momentarily seemed likely 
to develop into a very embarrassing 
incident for WOR and Mutual on 
Monday night was perhaps typical 
in exaggerated form of the dangers 
and the qualms involved in this 
campaign, Gen. Hugh Johnson, said 
a rumor that flew all over New 
York around 10 p.m., had made an 
anti-Semitic speech. Word-of-mouth 
was quickly quoting him as having 
said more than he did say. 

Sensing a theme of great political 
delicacy on election eve, some New 
York dailies on Tuesday ignored the 
speech altogether. Other newspaper 
quotations from the asserted John- 
son script seemed not to coincide 
with the wording or the sense of 
Johnson’s remarks as they were re- 
called and repeated by persons who 
actually were tuned in. Whether 
Johnson was ad libbing, varying the 
text as he went along, or whether in 
the heat of their reactions listeners 
made it worse than it was, is prob- 
ably going to be one of those two- 
version tales from here in unless a 
recording was made. Suffice that 
Johnson apparently did use Jewish 
dialect. In combination with his 
reference to Major Ginsburgh of the 
United States Army, with mimickry 
effects, plus a charge that Jews 
voted for Roosevelt because of 
spleen against Hitler, this was taken 
as anti-Semitism being openly in- 
jected into the campaign. 

Johnson ended his remarks by 
calling the Reich leader ‘that anti- 
Jew, anti-Christ Hitler’, 


DAVIS OF BBC 
TO SINGAPORE 


Eric Davis, who has recently re- 
signed from the British Broadcasting 








Corp. in London, has been in New} 


York City for the past week. He is 
en route to Singapore, where he will 
engage in radio broadcasting ac- 
tivities. 

At the BBC he was connected 
with the Empire programs. 





H. G. and Orson Meet 


San Antonio, Nov. 5. 

Radio history was made here last 
Monday when H. G. Wells and Orson 
Welles met here, the author to make 
a talk before the National Brewers 
Convention and the actor  pass- 
ing through on a speaking engage- 
ment at El Paso. Both agreed to air 
their views over KTSA in a 25- 
minute discussion of current events. 

Included in the broadcast was a 
mention of the Orson Welles’ 1938 
broadcast of H. G. Wells’ book ‘War 
of the Worlds’ which caused a ‘panic’ 
and a Princeton research project. 
Prior to the meeting actor stated that 
he was somewhat apprehensive on 
Meeting the English author due to 
the disapproval voiced by Wells after 
the panic of the 1938 broadcast. After 
both were introduced to each other, 
they exchanged pleasantries and 
spoke lightly of the hoax. Later they 
both spent the day together ate a 
nearby ranch. 


Campbell Buys Plays 


Campbell Soup has decided on the 
Playhouse’ pattern for its Friday 
night half-hour on Columbia. Series 
will make its debut Nov. 22. 

Policy will be dramatic and guest 
Stars, but the initial names of script 
haven’t been settled. 
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DOMESTIC STATIC 


WTM)J’s Record No Credit te Radio 
Says Ex-Vaudeviiiian 








Milwaukee, Nov. 5, 

Maybe radio has nothing to do 
with it, but nevertheless there’s a lot 
of speculation around WTMJ con- 
cerning the activities of the stork on 
recent weekends among members of 
the staff. The record—up to press 
time: 

Saturday, Aug. 31—William Man- 
ley, WTMJ new editor, became the 
father of Patricia. 

Monday, Sept. 9—George Comte, 
announcer, became the father of 
Karen. 

Saturday, Sept. 14—Charles Goll- 
ing, continuity staff, became the 
father of Cynthia. 

Saturday, Oct. 26—Russell Tolg, 
continuity chief became the father of 
Tommy. 

Roy Peterson, the station’s assist- 
ant musical director, and father of 
ten children, scoffs at the implica- 
tion of radio influence, citing the fact 
that his offspring arrived while he 
was a musical conductor in vaude- 
ville, and before he got into radio. 


ELECTION OUT 
OF WAY, RADIO 
TO PEP DEALS 


Generally expected in the trade 
that, with the Election now out of the 
way, there will be a decided spurt of 
radio activity among the ad agencies, 
In a number of cases accounts had 
been led to the point of making ten- 
tative commitments, but the agencies 
got themselves so wound up in cam- 
paigning that they let up on business 
pressure, 

Indications have already been 
given that several network programs 
are due for replacement around the 








first of the year. 
getting inquiries in eonnection with 
certain accounts that are known not 
to have orders with the network for 
additional time. 
quiries, it is figured, may have been 
tween the networks and ASCAP. 
scouting the field to find out what’s 
available in the event they want to 
pull their musical shows. 





‘WARM’ ENVIRONMENT 
HELPS ORIGINATIONS 


San Francisco, Nov. 5, 
Performers on network commer- 





| cials have discovered that they can 


| get a warmer response from audi- 
lences in the Community Playhouse 
| than from gatherings in the regular 
network studios and NBC thinks 
that this will inspire talent to do 
more originating from San Fran- 
cisco. Program casts haven't fan- 
cied working in these because of the 
chilly behavior from out front. 

Bob Hope used the Playhouse for 
his Pepsodent show last Tuesday 
(29) and liked the results. Others 
that have recently staged their pro- 
grams from this spot are Horace 
Heidt, Meredith Willson and Bob 
Crosby. 


Eddie O’Shea, WTIC, Tl 
Hartford, Nov. 5. 
Eddie O’Shea, sound effects man at 
WTIC, is at the Hartford hospital re- 
covering from a major operation. 
Temporarily replaced by Kurt Un- 
kelbach. 
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Talent agents are | 


Some of the in- | 
influenced by the potential break be- | 


Such accounts, it is assumed, are | 
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Four Coast-Wise Networks 

’ Now Doing $3,000,000 An- 
nually in ‘The Lost Hor- 
izon’ of American Radio— 
Time Differential Makes 
Competition Entirely 
Changed 


es 


TOP SHOWS 





By WILLIS WERNER 


San Francisco, Nov. 5. 

The Pacific Coast, famous ‘lost 
horizon’ and ‘export market’ of 
American radio, is continuing its 
prosperous if (to the east) little pub- 
licized way. Not only are the four 
Pacific networks severally and in- 
dividually clicking as producers of 
revenue but the Coast now has in 
full operation its own special time 
zone C. E. Hooper equivalent of the 
Cooperative Analysis of Broadcast- 
ing popularity ratings. Which is an 
important development. 

Some of the recent Hooper ratings 
for this side of the Rockies are as 
follows: 

One Hour Shows 

Chrysler (Major Bowes), 
Thursday, 6 p.m., 14.3. 

Lux (Radio Theatre), CBS, Mon- 
day, 6 p.m., 13. 

Lucky Strike (Kay Kyser), Red, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m., 10.3. 

Alka Seltzer (Barn Dance), Red, 
Saturday, 9 p.m., 9.8. 

Texaco (Fred Allen), 
Wednesday, 9 p.m., 9.7. 


CBS, 


CBS, 


6 p.m., 8.4, 

Ironized Yeast (Goodwill Hour), 
Blue, Sunday, 7 p.m., 5.4. 

30-Minute Shows 

Hormel (Burns & Allen), Red, 
Monday, 7:30, 12.4. 

Ipana (Time To Smile), 
Wednesday, 9 p.m., 12.3. 

Eversharp (Take It Or Leave It), 
CBS, Sunday, 7 p.m., 12. 


Red, 


Red, Wednesday, 8 p.m., 11.8. 





Pepsodent (Bob Hope), Red, 
Tuesday, 7 p.m., 11.7. 
Johnson Wax (Fibber McGee), 


| Red, Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., 11.6. 

| Maxwell House (Good News), Red, 

; Thursday, 8:30 p.m., 10.8. 

Across-the-Board Quarters 

Richfield Reporter, Red, 10 p.m., 

9.1. 
Chesterfield 

18 p.m., 9.1. 


(Fred Waring), Red, 


| Alka Seltzer News, DLBS, 9 p.m., 
| 8.3. 

| Raleigh (Paul Sullivan), CBS, 10 
| p.m., 7.8. 

|; Franco American (Lanny Ross), 
| CBS, teks 

| Campbell Soup 


(Amos & Andy), 
|CBS, 8 p.m., 6.4. 


Once-a-Week Quarters 
Jergens (Winchell), Red, Sunday, 
9 p.m., 20.6. 

Woodbury (Parker Family), Red. 
| Sunday, 9:15, 14.1. 
| Welch (Irene Rich), Red, Sunday, 
8:15 p.m., 10.1. 
| Cardinet Candy (Night 
Red, Sunday, 8 p.m., 8.9. 

Telephone Coincidental method is 
used by Hooper, surveys being made 
in San Francisco, Los Angeles, Port- 
| land and Seattle during actual 
| broadcast of program being tabbed. 
| (Roosevelt’s first campaign speech, 
}on all networks, arriving here at 6 
| p.m. on a Saturday, clocked 32.6. 
| Willkie, on the Red only at 7:30 on 
Tuesday got 24.9). 

Pacific Coast’s regional networks 
now mean something like $3,000.000 
|in extra billings to the major chains, 
| aceording to a survey recently made 
|by A. J. Kemp, CBS Pacific Coast 
sales manager. 

‘The significance of these regionals 
is something it seems impossible to 





| understand until one has come out | 


| here and worked with them,’ Kemp 
| points out. 
ikinds of regional webs, but often 
| (Continued on page 32) 


Kraft (Music Hall), Red, Thursday, | 


id 
Woodbury (Hollywood Playhouse), 


Editor), | 


‘Back east, we have all | 
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Press Shuts Out Philly Stations 


COAST CHECKING On Official Draft Lottery List 





$15 Talk for Free 


Philadelphia, Nov. 5. 

Stan Lee Broza and Joseph T. 
Connolly, program director and 
promotion exec respectively of 
WCAJU, had a first class scrap on 
their hands last Tuesday as a 
result of the draft lottery. A 
husky young lad from South 
Philly arrived with a couple of 
henchmen and announced he was 
a holder of ‘158’—the first num- 
ber pulled in Washington. After 
he had gone on the air for a five- 
minute interview, he turned to 
Broza and asked: 

‘Where's ‘me fifteen bucks?’ 

Broza was stymied. The South 
Philly contingent threatened to 
‘take the studio apart’ until one 
of them suddenly remembered 
the ‘15 buck’ offer had come 
from WFIL. They departed 
sheepishly. 


WEBR, BUFFALO, 
HARD HIT BY 
PETRILLO 


Buffalo, Nov. 5. 
Hard hit by James Petrillo’s ban 
on use of musicians in cooperative 
|network commercials will be WEBR, 
which stands to lose three and 
|three-quarters hours of sponsored 
|time weekly on NBC’s ‘Breakfast 

















|Club.’ Station has sold largest num- 
|ber of local clients for the show 
| since NBC started the co-op stunt. 


Four firms currently buy three 
| quarter-hours each week, having 
| contracts that run to Dec. 28—Dates 
| laundry, Jay shoes, Charles clothiers 
|and Bettinger coal dealers. Two ad- 
| ditional commitments for three quar- 
| ter-hour spots will have to be turned 
yn under Petrillo’s ban holding 
| that such network-local tieups tends 
'to discourage hiring of local union 
| men, 





Rosenbaum Protests 
| Sam Rosenbaum of WFIL, Phila- 
delphia, addressed a protest to Pe- 
trillo last week on his ruling saying 


| 
| 


in part: ‘Stations express the view | 


that your prohibition is contrary to 


the spirit of the undertaking which | 


they voluntarily entered into when 
they increased their staff expendi- 
tures for live musicians...‘The 


Breakfast Club’ does not, in a single 
instance that can be pointed out, 
| replace the employment of live mu- 
sicians.’ 

On behalf of the Independent 
Radio Network Affiliates Rosenbaum 
further asked Petrillo for a chance 
to plead the A.F.M. board that the 
order be cancelled. 


ALASKA LINK 33D 
DON LEE AFFILIATE 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 

Don Lee network moved into 
Alaska last week and signed KGBU. 
Ketchikan, 1,000-watter. Site picks 
‘up the signal from Seattle, 900 air 
miles to the south. 
link gives the chain its 33rd affili- 
ate. 

Web's border stations also service 
Mexico and Canada. 


j 
' 





Sprucing Spartanburg 

Spartanburg, S. C., Nov. 5. 
With WORD a CBS affiliate and 
| WSPA licensed for full time broad- 
| casting, the quarters of the two sta- 
tions are being modernized and 
| WSPA will get a new transmitter. 
Outlets are owned by the Spar- 
jtanburg Advertising Co. and Walter 
| Brown is the general manager. 





Forging of new | 


> ——_—_—_. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 5. 

The feud between the dailies and 
the radio stations, dormant for the 
past couple of years, broke out anew 
last Tuesday (29) when the news- 
papers froze the ether crowd out of 
the local draft lottery setup. The 
Selective Service Board only had 


one extra list of the names of 275,000 
Philly registrants, and this one was 
handed to the newspapers, who had 
pooled their interests for the occa- 
sion. When the radio stations heard 
about this they raised a squawk, 
contending that they were legitimate 
news dispensing agencies, but the 
draft officials gave them the cold 
shoulder, 

Several of the stations had been 
set to snag the first localities to come 
under the draft and bring them to 
their mikes for interviews. 

Because of the freeze-out they 
were forced to wait until the after- 
noon editions of the evening papers 
hit the street before they were able 
to learn who held number 158 here. 
One station even had lined up a 
sponsor for the stunt, if the outlet 
could guarantee an air scoop. 

To get around the closed door 
policy of the dailies WFIL an- 
nounced it would pay 15 bucks to 
the holder of the first draft number 
who telephoned the station. To the 
next 40 was offered a Farnsworth 
radio, with $2.50 for the others. Of 
the possible 84 in Philly, 45 contact- 
ed the station and received the 
prizes. Several were interviewed, 
while others had their quotas plat- 
tered for future play-backs. 

WIP spotted taxis in various parts 
of the city and picked up the ‘lucky’ 
registrants as soon as their names 
were announced in the papers, and 
brought them to the studios for in- 
terviews. 


FRANK MULLEN 
ON FARMERS 


Schenectady, N. Y., Nov. 5. 

Frank E. Mullen, vice-president 
and general manager of NBC, in a 
talk (1) on WGY-GE’s ‘Farm Paper 
of the Air’ marking fifteenth anni- 
versary of agricultural broadcasting 
by the Schenectady organization, 
said ‘I have always maintained that 











the farmer and the farm family 
have a greater stake in radio than 
any individual or family.’ Mullen, 
whose remarks were heard by na- 
tion-wide audience of The Farm and 


Home Hour (originated by him for 
NBC in 1927), traced history of farm 
| broadcasting back to 1923. That was 
the year in which he launched on a 


Pittsburgh station (not named) the 
first program directed exclusively 
toward a rural audience He said 
he entered radio ‘by accident,’ part 
of his job as editor of a Pennsyl- 
vania farm paper being to create 
a farn t 

Mullen remarked ‘The temptation 

great to discuss the early days of 
farm broadcasting—then talking into 
the ‘tomato can,’ as we called it, 

almost for the pleasure of hear- 

ing your Own voice; speakers said 
things like ‘Hello, mama,’ witl 
hope the little lady back home 
| would possibly be able to hear your 
greeting.’ 

Mullen continued that the impor- 


| tant contribution of radio was it had 
brought the city and the world to 
‘farms,’ the latter were no longer 
isolated, regardless of their location, 
This factor of ‘isolation,’ said Mule 
| len, was one he keenly realized, ale 
though farmers in New York State 
|; might not. He did, because he ‘was 
born and brought up on a South 
Dakota homestead; studied at Iowa 
State, Ames, Ia., and was a farm 
page editor in Sioux City,’ Radio 
'‘has provided the fa.mer with a 
substitute for the business man’s 
tricker; it gives him the feel of the 
| market,’ added the NBC exec. 
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REMOTES FROM ARMY CAMPS, INCLUDING 
ADVERTISING SPONSORSHIP, 


Broadcasting Foresees Many Issues as Showmanship, 


Bumps Into Military Viewpoint — Ed Kirby Is’ 


NEED RULING 


to do with some of the physical 

problems already encountered. 
Policy rulings still have not been 

made on such things as commercial 





| 
| 


Hero Turns Heel, Written Out 


Recent title switch of ‘Linda Dale,’ daily serial over NBC blue (WJZ) 
from its former tab of ‘I Love Linda Dale,’ involves one of those in- 
stances of a character getting beyond the control of its author, In this 
case, Bruce Porter, the romance of Linda on the series, turned out to be 
a warranted pure Para heel, so he was written out of the show by 
being sent back to the sticks where he came from. That removed the 
‘l’ from the program’s title, so beginning last week it is called merely 
‘Linda Dale.’ 

Series was conceived by Elizabeth Coe Todd and Welbourn Kelley, 





Probable Smoother-Outer for Industry 


Washington, Nov. 5. 

The showmanshin-minded radio 
industry is taking steps already to 
smooth tlfe path of its special events 
experts in doing business with the 
what’s-this-minded brass hats of#the 
United States Army. Innumerable 
questions are now arising or antici- 
pated in which the desires of radio 


stations and networks to broadcast 
from military camps bump into the 
lack of military precedent for the 


proper granting of permission, 

The need for a practical diplomat 
with both radio and military experi- 
ence to help facilitate relations is 
a chief motive behind the pending 
and probable appointments of Ed 
Kirby to be broadcasting’s dollar-a- 
year contact with the War Depart- 
ment. He would be given leave from 
the National Association of Broad- 
easters which would continue to pay 
him his regular salary. As to the 
chap who fed soothing syrup to the 
clubwomen Kirby is considered to 
possess both tact and training of the 
kind now needed. 

Some details remain to be ironed 
out, since Kirby no longer is a mem- 
ber of the army reserve. Whether 


'sponsorship of programs originating 
|at army reservations. It is antici- 
| pated, for example, that when a lot 
, oe 'of draftees are put in khaki, there 
the will receive a commission or be |. ; ‘ : a 
attached as a civilian expert is one | will be great interest in activities at 


farious po n mps, especially 
(of the matters still unsettled. Just | athletic yore Regis nt .99 and 
|what obligations and authority he/i.+ jiocal stations and advertisers 
will have in either status is being) 1) want to air descriptions with 
negotiated. a plug for some article on the mar- 
With the army expansion to more Ket. The army fears its dignity 
_than 1,000,000 under the emergency | might suffer if blanket permission 
precaution program, the generals re- is granted to pick up features from 
alize the necessity of having a liaison | the parade grounds or recreation 
'man who knows the interests of both | centers. . 
the military establishments and the| Also, the men called to arms will 
lindustry. Kirby, whose experience be anxious to get various types of 
includes newspaper work several entertainment and news via radio, 
| years back, is able to understand | special programs for their diversion 
‘both viewpoints since he was for a undoubtedly will be suggested to sta- 
time an officer in the Field Artil-| tions in the immediate vicinity of the 
lery reserve. principal camps. 
Entertainment So far, Kirby has been ironing out 
| Among the matters which would problems involving chiefly sustain- 
be assigned the radio relations wing ing announcements, Notably duplica- 
|of the general staff are station cover-| tion of appeals from the recruiting 
age of activities at cantonments,| Service (wanting volunteers for the 
|preparation of programs for enter- long hitch), the National Guard, and 
‘tainment of the expanded defense | the Selective Service Board. 
‘forces and getting maximum value NBC expects to begin covering 
from radio in building the civilian; U. S. Army camps within the next 
morale. Without experience in show-| four or five weeks with a mobile 
manship, the brass-hats have been| transmitting unit. NBC expects to 
puzzled about some overtures from] visit every camp in the nation be- 
the industry and do not know what} fore its special unit returns. It’s 





= 


all part of the networks coopera- 





He'd run like blazes up one 
Street and down another 






Whenever they decided to broadcast, 
the most fleet-footed of the three would dash out of 
the shop and run like blazes up one street and down 


another ... yelling to folks to tune in. 


WBT grew into the 


Piedmont area of 3,000,000-plus population. Twice, 


now, in less than two years, broadcasting time had 


was in the back of a radio shop 


where three local boys operated it. 


tive effort with the military forces 
in its national defense campaign. 


WGAN, Portland, Wins 
Important Priority In 








Washington, Nov. 5. 

Priority of WGAN, Portland 
Broadcasting System, Inc., of Port- 
land, Me., gas been reaffirmed by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission in its recent refusal to re- 
designate for hearing the station’s 
application for a change of fre- 
quency and juice-jump.  Interna- 
tional relations entered into the 
grant to WGAN and the denial of 
, two petitions, filed by WABI, Ban- 
gor, and William H. Rines, new- 
station applicant of Portland, for a 
rehearing of the WGAN okay. 

Previous assignation of the 640 ke 
frequency to the Portland Broad- 
casting System, was objected to by 
VONF, a Newfoundland transmitter, 
and the Newfoundland Government, 


Berore WBT was known by 


those call letters the transmitter 





on 640 kc) is the only effective means 
‘in many instances’ 
the public of Newfoundland is kept 
abreast of weather information, gov- 
| ernment decrees and other news. 
| Operation of WGAN caused ‘serious 
interference’ to the secondary serv- 
ice of VONF under its old assign- 
ment, it was charged, and this in- 
| terferénce would be increased by a 
| switch to 640. Dicker was proposed 
by the Newfoundland government, 
through which all claims to the 560 
ke frequency assigned to Newfound- 
land would be relinquished to the 





top station of the whole, rich, 


to be stretched to satisfy listeners who wanted more | U.- S., if the 640 ke berth were not as- 


WBT programs daily. Today WBT is on the air at | Assignment 
the crack of 5:00 A.M., and for 20 solid hours. 


What’s more important (and shows how radio ad- 
vertisers know which way the wind blows when sell- 


ing this area), 18 of those 20 hours are commercials. 


Business is great, down WBT-way. Right now it’s 


cotton pickin’ time, 
pickin’ time. What 


Piedmont Area-selling this fall? 





Owned and operated 


tem. Represented by Radio Sales: New York, Chi- 
cago, Detroit, St. Louis, Los Angeles, San Francisco 





50,000 WATTS « CHARLOTTE, N.C. 


| signed to any American station. 
of the 560 ke fre- 
}quency and a boost from 500 watts 
\limited time to 5 kw, unlimited, was 
jonly okayed for WGAN, after the 
U. S.-Newfoundland parley. Petition 
|of WABI—which has requested a 
frequency change from 1200 to 560 
}and a boost from 250 watts to 1 kw 
|—-for a rehearing was turned down, 
land William H. Rines was likewise 
| snubbed. 

A grant to WGAN would better 
service the public interest, conveni- 
ence and necessity, Commish de- 
cided, because two stations already 
serve Bangor, while Portland has 
twice the population of the latter 
city. The Rines application for a 
new station on 560 ke with 5 kw 
days and 1 kw nights, involved in- 
terference to CJKL, Dane, Ont., and 
‘the Rines family is interested in 
Portland’s other station—WCHS—as 
well as WRDO, Augusta, Me., and 
WFEA, Manchester, N. H.,’ the F.C.C. 
pointed out. 


here where it’s always profit 


are YOUR plans for WBT- 





by Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 


Cincinnat! — Dave Ward joined 
WKRC, Mutual outlet in Cincinnati, 
Nov. 4 as an announcer. He for- 
merly was on special events for 
NBC in Hollywood. 





Case With Border Angle 


which argued that VONF (operating effect that huge 


| tries now at war. 


The BASIC 


through which | 


but Richard Morenus has since replaced the latter as scripter, 











Wayne University Radio Division 
Actitvely in Program Production 





Doll Up WLW Premises 


Cincinnati, Nov. 5. 

Work has started on the transfor- 
/mation of the Crosley building's 
|sixth floor, containing 15,000 square 
|feet of floor space, into new offices 
‘for the WLW-WSAI business de- 
|partments. New set-up also calls 
for building of seven new studios 
on the eighth floor, where the of- 
fices and studios are now located. 

Improvement is scheduled to be 
completed by Dec. 1. 


Nab 2 Boeing Employees 
Who Operated Illegal 
Radio Station in Home 


Seattle, Nov. 5. 

| Two Seattle men, Miles R. Peters 
and Larry M. Reed, were arrested 
by U. S. Marshal Anthony E. Mand- 
ery, charged with operating a high 
powered amateur radio station in 
their local residence without a li- 
cense. A. K. Robinson, inspector of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, filed the complaint and all 
equipment was seized by the Gov- 
ernment men. 

Peters is employed by research 
department of Boeing Aircraft Com- 
pany, while Reed is traffic control 
man at the Boeing air field. Both 
men appeared before U. S. Com- 
missioner A. C. Bowman, waived a 
hearing and were bound over to Fed- 
eral grand jury after posting $250 
personal recognizance bonds. After 
the hearing they were taken to office 
of Federal Bureau of Investigation. 














might become very serious because 
of present war activities. 
the men, Reed, refused to have pic- 
tures snapped by news photogs and 
hid his face while Peters did not 
seem to mind. Pinch was occasion 
for many circulated reports to the 
transmitter outfit 
was sending out info to enemy coun- 





Federal officials admit the case | 


One of 


Detroit, Nov. 5. 

Wayne University here is turning 
into an extensive production center 
for radio programs, new tie-ups with 
WWJ, Detroit, and WCAR, Pontiac, 
having been arranged for the current 
year by Garnet Garrison, director of 
the school’s Broadcasting Guild, Mel 
Wissman, WWJ program director, 
has okayed a Sunday spot for an 
elaborate panorama of Detroit's his- 
tory, ‘These Our Yesterdays’ the 
series has the cooperation of the De- 
troit Council on Local History. The 
members of this organization con- 
tribute research data which is 
checked by Prof. Joe Norris of 
Wayne's’ History Department and 
whipped into radio style by Frank 
Telford. Ernie Ricca of WWJ is 
producing. 

WCAR is picking up three weekly 
broadcasts from the school, ‘Time for 
Entertainment,’ ‘Guild Playhouse’ 
drama series, and ‘Time for Music,’ 
a series direct from the Guild’s stu- 
dios on the campus. Stanley Schultz, 





WCAR program director, arranged 
| for a direct line into the college. 
Two other series, both of which re- 
|}ceived prizes for educational excel- 
| lence at the Columbus meetings, are 
ito be continued for another year. 
| ‘Short Story Time’ makes its way 
|onto the air over WXYZ and is re- 
|ceived in classrooms all around the 
| Detroit area and in the state, “The 
| World of Music,’ which goes over 
|WWJ, features the larger organiza- 
|tions of the University’s department 
| of music, 





8,000 Poetry Books Go 
Like Snow in the Sun 


Cincinnati, Nov. 5. 

WCKY’s supply of 8,000 copies of 
a 60-page book, which assembled the 
poems of Mose, mythical Negro 
character on Al _ Biland’s ‘Morn 
Patrol’ series, on all of the Cincy 
Reds’ games in the National League 
and world series this season, was ex- 
| hausted last week several days after 
the station offered them at 35c each. 

Bland’s program is sponsored by 
| Bond's Clothing Store. 





worth 


through 





HE best yardstick for measuring our 


is the steady progress in the national 
field of every radio station we represent. 
The average increase during 1937 was 


17% over 1938 in business contracted 


will be even greater. 


ns ~ ~ - a 















as radio station representatives 





our office. This year the gain 


RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 



































Ste. ednesday, November 6, 


1940 


VARIETY 


RADIO 31 





GAG GABBY RADIO SELLER 


J.B. MOVES 10 
OTOP-WATGH COPY 


Cheaters Among Advertisers 
And Salesmen to Draw 
Frown From Industry — 
Stations That Strictly Ob- 
serve Code Resent Those 
Who Don’t 


—___—- 


PUBLIC TRUST 








Washington, Nov. 5. 

Long-winded advertising messages 
on the radio will be-.frowned upon 
by the industry’s leadership as never 
before. The grace period is over 
and the serious no-fooling-no-cheat- 
ing application of the code of the 
National Asociation of Broadcasters 
must begin. The penalty would be 
loss of public confidence in radio’s 
sincerity. To further prove its 
ability to self-regulate its own ex- 
cesses the radio industry’s leadership 
will meet this Thursday (7) in Chi- 
cago to map ways and means to per- 
suade radio advertisers not to resent 
the stop-watch on their gabbiness. 

Problem of preventing chiseling 
now that the commercial copy lim- 
itations have gone into effect will be 
analyzed by a new National Associ- 
ation of Broadcasters code commit- 
tee. While cooperation generally 
has been gratifying, the ethics en- 
forcers have run up against some 
real worries and various stations are 
upset about diversion of business in 
instances where long-winded blurb- 
writers or sponsors do not like the 
use of a stop-watch on their plugs. 
Nothing serious has come up in the 
way of violations, though some 
clarifying interpretations my be 
necessary. 

Composition of the committee for 
1940-41 with Edgar L. Bill of 
WMBD, Peoria, staying in the chair, 
is: Earl J. Glade, KSL, Salt Lake 
City; Gilson Gray, CBS; Hugh A. L. 
Halff, WOAI, San Antonio; Henry 
P. Johnson, WSGN, Birmingham; J. 


O. Maland, WHO, Des Moines; 
Frank Mullen, NBC, Calvin J. 
Smith, KFAC, Los Angeles, and 


Theodore C. Streibert, MBS. 
Missionary Work 
Missionary work among the agen- 
cies and station reps is one of the 
principal obligations which the com- 
mittee must assume. Despite the 
wait of a year to put into effect the 
copy-limiting provisions, require- 
ments of the code do not seem to be 
understood or appreciated by many 
time salesmen or program _ pro- 
moters: The industry is faced with 
some defections from its own ranks, 
as well as continuing resistance 
from the sponsors and middlemen. 
Since the commercial clauses went 
into operation last month, some sta- 
tions have complained about lost ac- 
counts. Sponsors in certain  in- 
stances have shifted to non-member 
plants, which are not bound by the 
time limits, while a minority of the 
N.A.B. roster has winked at the 
promise to restrict the blurbs in 
cases where an especially lucrative 
account hung in the balance. Natu- 
rally, those living up to their obli- 
Rations don’t like to see the fellow 
across the street profiting because of 

less sense of responsibility. 

Invitations have been sent to 
agencies and station reps to join the 
huddle, so the N.A.B. gang can try 
to point out how desirable it is from 
everybody's standpoint to put some 
checkrein on the gabbers. The code 
committee is convi 1ced that not only 
radio but sponsors will profit from 
living up to the limitations, which 
are intended to meet listener com- 
plaints about an excess of plugs. 
Radio missionaries will argue that 
advertising is more effective when 
there is enough white space to arouse 
attention and curiosity of the pros- 
pective customer, 

Promise Anything Boys 

The station reps, as well as some 
copy writers, are guilty of making 
things tough for the N.A.B. mem- 
bers. When pressed by a potential 
advertiser, some of the middlemen 
have been willing to promise every- 


> 








me but the control board in order 
to get a signature on a contract. 
Code committee hopes to impress on 
this faction, as well as on the agen- 
cies, that excessive verbiage may 
offend the dialers and thus defeat 
its Own purpose, 

Free offers is another of the more 
roublesome matters to be debated. 
For some reason, in recent months, 
broadcasters have been deluged with 
disguised advertising material for 
which no compensation is proposed. 
Some highly respecable and well- 
known agencies and advertisers pave 
been trying to snare gratis time on 
far-fetched pretexts and a system 
under which all member stations will 
help discourage this scheming is de- 
sired. Proposed contingent deals 
have become quite numerous, and in 
some cases it is hard to draw the 
line. 

Circumscription of this twilight 





zone is the objective of the eode | sponsored program break down the 


committee. Agencies will be asked | 
to help discourage clients, notably | 
trade associations, from trying to put 
over programs that masquerade as 
sustaining and non-commercial. 
Since they get no commission out of 
such business, the intermediaries | 
should listen to reason, the broad- | 
casting group feels. As things stand, 


radio seems to be in the middle of | 


a war among agencies fighting for 
each other’s accounts by holding out 
prospects of snaring free advertising 
from gullible station proprietors. 

In this connection, the code com- 
mittee is up against the difficulty of 
deciding when legitimate coopera- 
tion with an advertiser in merchan- 
dising his product amounts to viola- 
tion of the code. Some yardstick 
seems imperative before the giving 
of gratis assistance in return for a 


ban on free offers. Remarkably, 
some of the most greedy sponsors are 
| those who spend very little on any 
form of promotion for their products. 


| A couple of unique problems have 
| arisen since the code went into effect. 
| No intention of violating the pledges 
can be charged against the individ- 
uals involved, but something still 
|must be done if the commercial 
| clause is not to be undermined. 


Opera Dilemma 


For instance, there is the Metro- 
politan Opera program soon to re- 
turn to the air under partial spon- 
sorship of Texaco. Trouble which 
NBC faces is whether to limit the 
oil company plug to the first hour, 
which is paid for, which would de- 
prive the sponsor of some of the time 
to which it is entitled, or to air the 
blurbs after the time for which it 





paid has run out. Since the feature 
will exceed the period which Tex- 
aco has bought, some interpretation 
is vital. 

The matter of old transcriptions, 
manufactured before the code pro- 
visions went into effect, has arisen. 
Obviously it is impossible to specify 
that all of the waxed commercial 
programs must be recut, with the 
copy pruned. Some time limit after 
which these pre-October discs will 
be banned seems likely. 

No particular class of account 
seems to bother the industry. Chis- 
ders and unintentional violators 
embrace almost every group of spon- 
sors using radio. Some notorious 
grabbers, of course, are a perplexing 
issue, and it is felt these can be taken 
care of through the N.A.B.’s bureau 
of advertising. 

On the whole, the first month’s ex- 





perience was encouraging. 




















McKESSON & ROBBINS, Inc., 
Huntington, W. Va. 


REPRESENTATIVES: New York — Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corp. Chicego — WLW, 230 N. Michigan Avenue. 


“We consider Station WLW the finest medium for sales promotion in our territory. 


This applies especially to new items and to other items that have grown ‘stale’. 


“As soon as we are notified that an item is going on the air over WLW, our buyers 
check stock and get additional supplies in to take care of the inevitable increase 
in demand. WLW’s efforts during NATIONALLY ADVERTISED BRANDS WEEK have 


always been particularly effective. 


"We are situated in the corner of Kentucky, Ohio, and West Virginia where WLW 
has a complete coverage and invariably our seven salesmen ask, ‘Is it on WLW?’ 


when we speak of an advertising program for a product.” 


(Signed) J. M. Chamblin, 
Manager 
Huntington Division 
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BOLER 


because: 


The last and only time he wore a sweatshirt was 


in 1803 when he ran ninety yards against 
Harvard and a blonde! 


He has a pretty wife! 


He is a lazy so-and-so only having had over 
four hundred original plays broadcast both 
sustaining and commercially on the networks 
in the last five years! 


He thinks that radio drama can be entertain- 
ing and yet actually have ideas in it! 


He has a pretty wife! 


He gets screen credit for writing ''Escape” as 
his very first picture and now that nasty Music 
Hall is running it and Variety says it's a "smash 
box-office" and ''a release from the conven- 
tional formulae"! 


He was silly enough to pioneer, as a radio 
writer, in asking for the same rights and pro- 
tection that other dramatists get as members 
of the Author's League of America! 


He has a pretty wife! 


Random House has just published a book of 
his radio plays—the first volume of its kind— 
and they actually paid him for it! 


He actually thinks that, in times like these, 
there are more vital things to be discussed in 
the editorial columns of Variety than men's 
haberdashery! 


As his first directorial effort in pictures he 
thinks he is going to do an A picture for Frank 
Lloyd Productions! 


Hollywood stars and plain AFRA members are 
chumps enough to like the guy because he 
respects the art of radio drama so much he 
thinks you actually have to work at it! 


He has a very pretty wife! 
(Signed) 
ROB SANDRY 
FLACK PASTY 
(And the line forms to the right) 


(This ad inserted by the Non-Partisan League to Leave 
Arch Oboler Alone in Peace to Do His Work. Amen). 
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| Paci fic Ratings 





__. Continued from page 27 


you'll find 
three major chains, 
dependents, lined together. 
the Coast, it’s different; 
miniature editions of the transcon- 
tinental hookups—every station is a 
basic CBS or a basic Red or Blue or 
Mutual-Don Lee.’ 

This fact may be more or less hazy 


representatives of all 
plus various in- 
Here on 


in Eastern offices, he points out, but | 


it now means nearly $1,000,000 a year | 
in billings for CBS alone. And } 
that’s starting from zero less than 
three years ago, after CBS broke 
away from affiliation with the Don 
Lee web 

A major factor is the mileage cov- 
ered in the West. “There are no 
overlapping territories out here,’ the 
exec points out; ‘instead, we find five 
major centers, most of them hun- 
dreds of miles apart, with the bulk 


of the listening audience clustered | 


around these key spots—Los An- 
eeles, San Francisco-Oakland, Port- 
land, Seattle, Spokane and Salt Lake 
City.’ 

Standard ratings out here are by 
C. E. Hooper and are figured on the 
basis of regional nets, checking be- 
ing coast-wide. C.A.B. tallies in the 


East mean little here because, due to 
time differences and repeat shows, a 
major program will usually play 
a®ainst different opposition on the 
Coast, this either helping or hinder- 


ing its chances. 
Nelson’s Opinions 


Kemp’s_ sentiments 
echoed by Al Nelson, 


are heartily 
of NBC, who 


considers that the ‘surface has only |hookup with any other 


been scratched.’’ The potentialities 
are at least double 
achieved, he believes and adds ‘that’s 
a conservative estimate.’ It’s recalled 
here that Nelson fought the battle to 


on Coast webs at an hour when 
somebody could hear them. Wit- 
nesses who were present at a meet- 
ng with John Royal in Hollywood 


we have four | 


‘Two Cola Transcription Campaigns — 


| 


Mark Time on ASCAP Situation 





Orson Welles Panic Tale 
Set for XEBZ, Mex. City 


Mexico City, Nov. 5. 

Local radio station XEBZ is ar- 
ranging to stage a broadcast in Span- 
lich of “The War of the Worlds,’ with 
‘all the fireworks Orson Welles used 
in his CBS presentation. 

Authorities have not raised the 
least objection to it. 


FORBID PRIZES 
IN CANADA ON 
SUNDAYS 





;} to programs going over 
}either government or 
| tions. 


| 


anything yet | 


noint out that largely as a result of | 


Nelson’s campaigning the chain 
‘rapped its taboo on wax and ‘In- 
formation, Please,’ began rolling off 
the platters in mid-evening instead 
)f late afternoon. No comparative 
ratings are available as Hooper is 
a year old on the Coast but the 
number of repeats, both live 
ar wax, Which have followed are 
»vidence of the listener acceptance. 
The West itself is not radio con- 
scious as we know it in the East,’ 
Nelson contends. ‘There is a great 
job of educating yet to be done.’ 
This verdict from 
comer draws the nod from William 
Pabst, Jr... KF RC (Don Lee) chief- 
tain. “The Coast has long equalled 
the East in generating program ideas 
from a radio standpoint, we can 
them. But nothing much has 
done about the listener. It has 
only been in the past year or so that 
in intelligent effort has been made 
to segregate what we have to offer 
and put it on the air at hours when 
it The Don Lee web 


yniv 
great 


a relative new- 


waicn 


peen 


t can be heard.’ 


has pioneered jin this field, being 
primarily a regional and, prior to 
iffiliation with CBS and later with 


Mutual, depending upon its ability 
to sell the regional idea to exist. 

Just what the Coast means is 
vividly pointed up by the fact that 
the heaviest listening period is be- 
tween 7:30 and 8 p.m., PST, whereas 
hows playing to peak hours in the 
East hit hese around 5 or 6, or, in 
the case of daylight saving, as early 


as 4 p.m., local time. 
Columbia has been especially 
active in ‘discovering’ this entirely 


separate Western market and ac- 
counts signed for the CBS regional 
during the past month alone repre- 
sent billings of approximately $7,000 


2 week Included are Old Gold, 
Smith Bros., Ludens, Postum, Plant- 
er’s Peanuts, General Petroleum and 
Alber’s Milling 

NBC, under Nelson, is giving six 


ustaining shows a special ride now 
and has three more cooking, with a 
view toward filling up chinks in the 
regional skeds. His idea is to prove 
that shows tailored for the West 
mean as much as stuff piped over 
the Rockies at less advantageous 
hours, 





Cedric Foster’s Hooper Rating 
Hartford, Nov. 5. 
Mutual is now airing a daily news 
commentary by Cedric Foste 
tion manager of WTHT. Quarter 
hour spiel on world events is early 
afternoon aired. A sustainer. 


Mutual is said to have decided tn 
after a Hooper Holmes | 
survey of listening audience in the | 


use Foster 


Hartford area indicated a high lis- 
tening audience for the ex-news- 
paperman, station manager and 
news commentator on his 9 p.m. 
show. 


r, sta-| 


| ing Corp. 
put delayed relays of eastern shows | 


Montreal, Nov. §. 


Beginning Nov. 10 no radio pro- 
grams with contest or prize tieins 


Ban 
applies only 
network of 
private sta- 


will be permitted on Sundays. 
on Sunday contest shows 


Sunday contest programs on indi- 
vidual stations, providing there is no 
station, are 
for the time being unaffected. 

New regulation is result of repre- 
sentations made by the Lord’s Day 
Alliance to the Canadian Broadcast- 


+ 





WOV BACK ON AIR 
AFTER DAY’S STRIKE 


After a full day’s silence, WOV 
New York, went back on the air 
Monday afternoon (4) with Ameri- 
can Communications Assn. (CIO) 


pickets patrolling outside the build- 
ing. Walkout of most of the engi- 
neering and announcer staff Sunday 
(3) put the station off the alr. | 

As in most labor disputes, the op- 
posing sides give conflicting accounts | 
of the issues. The union claims that 
the station has refused to bargain, 
violated its contract and refused to 


abide by the decision of the arbitra- | 


tion award, which both sides agreed | 


in advance would be binding. Hyla 
| Kiczales, manager of the station for | 
|owner Arde Bulova, asserts the 
strike was called without warning | 
while negotiations were still in 
progress. Miss Kiczales says the 


station is now in operation and will 
continue with non-union employees. ' 


’ | Bunch, Jr 


| been heard over 
than a dozen years, left late 
| for 





Pepsi-Cola has expressed interest 
in launching an extensive transcrip- 
tion campaign but it won't commit 
itself on the proposition before it 
while the signaturing of a new 
licensing agreement between the 
American Society of Compose rs, Au. 
thors and Publishers hangs fire, 
Presentation submitted this beverage 
company is similar to the one that 
q Coca Cola has been under Writing the 
" past three years, namely, 15-minute 
musical discs scheduled for several 
times a week. 

Continuance of the Coca Cola 
transcription campaign likewise de- 
pends on the settlement of the 
radio-ASCAP tangle. Coco Cola’s 
station list is now down to around 
150. Since many of the contracts 
lap over into 1941 the beverage out- 


fit is protecting itself against the 
non-ASCAP contingency by using 


public domain tunes for the few re- 
maining recordings. 


Anybody in Town May 
Buy Stock in Proposed 
North Carolina Station 


Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 5 

Statesville Broadcasting company 
has been organized at Statesville to 
seek a radio station for that city. 
The station will be sought as a com- 
munity enterprise, with stock in the 
corporation available to any person 
wishing to have a piece. 

Dr. James W. Davis, surgeon and 
operator of Davis hospital, is presi- 
dent of the company, Frank L. John- 
son is vice president, Ralph Lazenby 
is secretary and treasurer, and Ful- 
ler Sams, L. G. Churchill, Fred 
, and Lynn Casler are di- 








rectors. 


Hal Kean, Blind Singer, 


Resting in Houston, Tex. 


Detroit, Nov. 5 
blind singer who has 
WJR here for more 
last week 
Houston, Texas, to recuperate 
from a nervous breakdown which 
seriously effected his voice. He not 


Harold Kean, 


|} only worked as a soloist but was a 


member of the Three Aces and the 


| Don Large chorus. 


Few singers in the country are be- 
lieved to know the words and music 
of as many songs as the blind singe! 


| noted like others with his affliction 


for his unusual memory. 








ACETATE 
Recordings 


In Canada 


lso line 
Recording of 
the highest 
Quality 
Many 
Satisfied 
U.S. Clients 
Compo Company 
Lachine, 
Transcription 
For Canada. 





Processed and Pressed 


Vertical or Lateral 


Montreal, 


Limited, 
Canada. 
headquarters 
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ANEW APPROACH TO THE NEW YORK MARKET — 












Re 


=> 














‘<=> 





Wednesday, November 6, 


1940 RIE 


RADIO 33 





(1.0. MAY SEEK STATION 





-—_—— 


If It Weren't for Radio— 


—-—--—— + 


GALLS KYA BAN 





An attack on the ‘unfairness of the newspapers in Albany and Troy’ 


was coupled by Congressman Will 
Troy, with the declaration that ‘if 


cratic Party would have no medium through which to bring its accom- 
plishments and plans for the future before the public,’ Although Albany 
is overwhelmingly Democratic and most of Troy’s officials for years 
have been Democrats, the sheets in both cities have been bitterly anti- 


New Deal and anti-Roosevelt. 


Troy, N. Y., Nov. 5. 


iam T. Byrne, at a political rally in 
it were not for the radio the Demo- 








San Francisco Station’s Re- 





| 
| fusal to Renew Contract 





FCC CONTENT, 
CANCELS WGY 
HEARING 


Washington, Nov. 5. 


Era of good-will, inaugurated by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission in its recent renewals of the 
Westinghouse applications — after 
termination of the trouble-making 
‘Westinghouse leases’—was extended 
in tHe cancellation of a hearing on 
the request of WGY, General Elec- 
tric Co., Schenectady, for new pa- 
pers. 

Commissioners followed the policy 
established in the Westinghouse re- 
newals, in granting the application 
without a hearing after finding that 
a 1932 contract between G.E. and 
NBC had been cancelled and that 
the existing contract ‘is in the usual 
chain affiliation form.’ 








Sioux City—Louisiana Lou, for- 
merly of the Iowa Barn Dance pro- 
gram, has been added to the talent 
troupe of WNAX, Yankton. 


on Grounds of Conflict 
With N.A.B. Code Embit- 
ters John L. Lewis Group 
—FCC Declines to Inter- 
vene ‘In Trade Practice 
Matter’ 


MAY LOSE BEER ADS 


South Carolina Votes, but Issue Not 
Clear Cut 








Spartanbug, S. C., Nov. 5. 

South Carolina’s stations are faced 
with the loss of business from the 
brewing industry as the result of the ae 
prohibition amendment which was 
poder by a majority of over 50,000 IMPLICATIONS 
votes several months ago. The state . 
legislature had 60 days in which to 
act on the amendment. 

Legal experts point out, however,/ Attempt of the Congress of Indus- 
that the dry victory may be nullified | trial Organizations to get the Fed- 
if the legislature is influenced by a | eral Communications Commission to 
recent state supreme court ruling! step into the row over the National 
which held that several millions of | Association of Broadcasters’ code 
dollars of state highway funds can-| ban on sponsors controversial dis- 








Washington, Nov. 5. 











not be diverted into the gené@ral | cussions failed last week when the 
state funds. Latter has a huge regulators sidestepped a protest over 
deficit. | the attitudes of KYA, San Francisco. 
|The Government outfit would not 
| touch the John L,. Lewis complaint. 
KXYZ 1007, to Jones | Stating it had no authority in such 
pee See ;a situation, the Commish indicated 
Houston, Nov. 5. it is ignoring demand of John L. 
Transfer of 50% of the capital | Lewis that the license of the Hearst 
istock of the Harris County Broad- | outlet should be put down for hear- 
leasting Co. (KXYZ) from Fred | ing to see whether the public inter- 
\'Heyne to Tilford Jones, was made | est was violated when the station 
|public last week by the Federal | refused to renew the contract under 
'Communications Commission in| Which the CIO reporter program had 
'Washington. Transfer effected at a | been scheduled for two years. No 
‘consideration of $95,000. Transaction | formal statement of the FCC's posi- 
gives Jones complete ownership of | ion was given but none of the top 
the station. (Continued on page 39) 





NBC Program for Music Educators 





LABOR THROTTLE Prompts'ASCAP Significance’ Question 


Detroit, Nov. 5. 

More than 16,000 music teachers, 
professors and supervisors of musie 
are putting their own program on 
the air. First of the series took off 
here Sunday (3) over the red net- 
work of NBC with the Wayne Uni- 
versity a cappella choir using Alex- 
ander Gretchaninoff’s unpublished 
choral arrangement of Stephen Fos- 
ter’s ‘Nellie Bly’ as the centerpiece 
of the half-hour program which will 
be a weekly series sponsored by the 
Music Educators National Associa- 
tion, 

Whether this shows any lining up 
of the nation’s music teachers on the 
prizes for guesses on scores. growing split between ASCAP and 

the radio industry or is just a means 
of attracting attention to their busi- 
ness of teaching singing started 
speculation here but no explanations 
are available at this end. The na- 


| tionwide membership of the Music 
Association, which also has consider- 
TAUGHT ON XEQ able influence on the young, would 
not be an unimportant factor in the 


| growing struggle if it chose to take a 
| side. 
It marks the second national 


Mexico City, Nov. 5. | : ‘hectreOne - 
Add to the many small evidences | broadcast of the university choir 


of a new, friendlier attitude toward | Which also is using compositions by 
the United States the giving of les- | Schaedov, Tschesnokoff and Cain. 
sons in English over Station XEQ | ebay Fowler Smith, director of 
lbroadcast starting hereafter by | Music in the Detroit public schools 
|‘Novedades, a morning publication | and president of the M.E.N.A., gave a 
| which has recently installed an Eng- | Sort introductory talk. 

lish section. 

| Never before has,there been les- | Providence.—Theodore F. Allen, 
‘sons in a foreign language heard |former executive of the National 
here. XEQ thinks perhaps 25,000 | Broadcasting Co. has been named 
| prospective students may be expect- |Mmanager of WFCI, new Pawtucket 
ed to tune in to learn how to angli- | radio station. Expected to begin op- 
| cize an ‘h.’ \erating about Jan. 1. 


Tickertaping Hockey 





Omaha, Nov. 5. 

Falstaff Brewing Co. will spon- 
‘sor broadcast over WOW all 
home and out-of-town hockey 
games of the Omaha Knights, 
which season begins Nov. 16. Out- 
of-town games will be brought 
to sportscaster Tom Dailey via 
ticker tape, and he will do the 
interpreting into the mike. 

An earlier-in-the-day program 
by the same sponsor will offer 
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WCCO 


50,000 WATTS 









For more informat 


CBS 





The most effective station in the Twin 





Cities ... with an unduplicated bonus 


| coverage of 2,000,000 Northwest listeners 


ion about WCCO, one of the sixteen CBS 50,000 watt stations, inquire of Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit, St. Louis, Charlotte, N.C., San Francisco, Los Angeles 


my 
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Doctor's Office Gadgets Produce 
Static, and FCC Is Concerned 


| Tallies look good in all divisions | 
in Denver, with political biz still ap- | P 





Washington, Nov. 5. 

New efforts to minimize the spuri- 

ous radiations and cut down the 
exasperating interference of elec- 
trical apparatus used in various 
types of medical practice are planned 
by the Federal 
Commission. Without waiting for 
Congress to act on various sug- 
gestions which might strengthen 


Communications 


DENVER PEPPY 


Local Units Soar 13.8°>-—National 
Spot and Network Healthy 


Denver, Nov. 5. 





KCMO SALES UP 25% 
OVER 39; WHB, 10-15% 


plying the hypo. Local units made 
| the biggest climb with an increase of 
13.8%, while KLZ topped the week's 
take with about 50 quarter-hours. 
KLZ: Bekins Moving & Storage 
Kansas City, Nov. 5. |Co., through Brooks agency, 52 an- 
Commercial radio biz at the peak | nouncements; Democratic County 
‘of concentration from the political |Central Committee, through Hall 
}camps and most everything else | agency, political talk; Max Goldberg, 
overshadowed this particular week- | through Max Goldberg agency, 15- 








Local Commercial Possibilities — 





Book Reviewing for Dept. Store 
Montreal—Eaton's Department Store, only one of its kind using a radio 
rogram here, resumes with weekly Book Review program this week over 
Canadian Marconi station CFCF. Mrs, (Dr.) Little is handling commentary 
this year in place of Chris Ellis whose commitments with Molson’s Brewery 
no longer permit him to appear on the program he had established in two 
previous seasons. 


| 





| Christmas Expected on Schedule 
Milwaukee—‘Billie, the Brownie,’ a juvenile pre-Christmas 15-minute 
program sponsored by the three Ed. Schuster & Co. department Stores, re- 
/ turns to WTMJ this week Friday (8) for its ninth consecutive season, being 
aired daily at 5 p.m., including Sundays, through Dec. 24. Up to the Satur. 
day following Thanksgiving, the program is a plug for the annual parade 
that brings Santa Claus to town with live reindeer and a string of floats on 








Government control, the regulators lend. Means some upping of revenues 
last week called an informal engi-| jn each set of books, but not over- 
neering conference for Nov. 29 tO’ whelming as some normal business is 
consider setting up standards of | edged out. 

good engineering practice to cover | 


the operation of such electro-medical | . ..,, highs since recent hook-up has 


equipment. | put Mutual through the WHB switch- 
With television and frequency | board, which operates daytime only, 
modulation expanding, the, problem to KITE at night. With the Red 
has become much more portant’ Grange MBS program also being 
than ever before. Only in isolated | carried by KCKN, on the Kansis side, 
cases in the past have listeners been | this puts Mutual on three K. C. sta- 
bothered, although receiving sets in’ tions at various times. And with 
the immediate vicinity of doctors’; WHB also feeding to the Kansas 
offices often have been knocked | State network, this station is setting 
askew by 
Exasperated dial-twisters have ob-/ community. 
tained little relief from service men,| Manager Jack Stewart of KCMO 
since experts still have found nothing | announced that the station’s lineup is 
to match proper shielding of the|25% ahead of that for the same 
~ equipment which sprays out the’ period of 1939 on the basis of bill- 
interfering signals and few doctors! ings and 100% ahead on the basis of 
have taken the precautions needed | sales currently made. Clarence Bra- 
to prevent disruption of regular pro- | zeal, business manager, stated un- 
gram service. officially that the October balancing 
The regulators remorked that they | 0f the books was certain to show the 
appreciate the impo“ance of elec- | best October biz in the history of the 
trical equipment in the practice of Station, = 
medicine but cannot longer disregard, J0hn Schilling of WHB finds cur- 
the seriousness of the interference | Tent business running about 10-15% 
which brought a report to Congress | ahead of previous year’s period in 
a couple of years back urging amend- | ¢Very department. ) 
ment of the law so the FCC might; KCKN: Veretta Bowling Alleys, 
license and supervise such installa- | atter-hour of-bowling news, Sun- 
tions. Trend of comincreia! com- | 94¥s, one year, placed direct; Dan- 
munications into the upper part of | ie!’s Cleaners, sponsoring Jim Por- 


the spectrum is the reason for solicit- | tet’s column, quarter-hour, Sundays, 


ing the cooperation of all groups and | °"€ year, placed direct. 
Nov. 2 Compared to Oct. 26 


study of possible allocation of specific | | 


Network commercials are hitting 

















frequencies, requiring automatic | 
Semana A ns. equipment, and Network Local . National Total 
other safeguards. Units Units Spot Units Units 
rs 6,337 5,430 6,357 18,124 
6,340 5,148 6,215 17,703 
World Affairs and Fashions ° +5.5% +2.3% +2.4% 





St. Louis, Nov. 5. 


Griesedieck Bros. Brewery Co.,| . ” No change. 








7 Included: KCKN, KCMO. KITE, KMBC, 
through BE. B.D. & ©, is currently (OOO FS es 
bankrolling Josephine Halpin, KMOX 

news analyst. New York. — Seymour Morris, 


Program, heard Monday through 
Saturday from 9:45 to 10:00 a.m., set 
to catch the housewives and discuss 
world affairs and current fashions. 


iformerly an account executive with 
|Benton & Bowles, has joined the 
|Compton agency in a similar ca- 
|pacity. 


Wise Kyes.. 


are on the 


“SECOND THREE” 


EN to one you've already been 
thinking about stepping up your 
advertising in the “Second Three” 
markets. You know how Detroit, Los 
Angeles and Cleveland have been “on 











) 


YW 





WJR 


THE GOODWILL STATION 


the boom.” You're not going to pass Detroit 

up such opportunity. And perhaps, 

like many others, you’ve already dis- IN THE TH tarcest 
covered that the easiest, quickest NATION'S MARKET 


method of blanketing these markets is 
through WJR, KMPC and WGAR! 


xk * 


It’s the economical way, too. Fif- 
teen minutes of Class A time on all 
three stations totals less than four 
hundred dollars weekly on a 52-week 
basis! Try to figure any other way 








KMPC 


THE STATION OF THE STARS 
Beverly Hills * Los Angeles 


of talking to nearly eight million fam- IN THE TH LARGEST 
ilies at such small cost! Yes, for in NATION'S MARKET 
addition to the immediate trading 





areas of Detroit, Los Angeles and 
Cleveland . . . you also will get bonus 
coverage in five different states! 


x kk 


Be sure that the “Second Three” 
cities get the consideration they de- 
serve in your plans for 1941. And be 
sure your advertising will do a job in 
these vital markets. Put VJR, KMPC 
and WGAR on your schedules! 





WGAR 


THE FRIENDLY STATION 
Cleveland 


@™ 


iN THE 
NATION'S 


LARGEST 
MARKET 





the therapy emissions.|some kind of a mark covering the | 








| minute political talk; Jolly Time Pop 
'Corn, through Buchanan-Thomas, 
|}four spots; American Cranberry Ex- ~ - “ae 
\change, through BBD&O, 26 spots; tells of Santa's daily activities. 


| flat cars, the free outdoor show regularly attracting about half the city’s 
| 600,000 population. From then until Christmas day ‘Billie, the Brownie’ 





United Drug Co. through Spot 55 


Broadcoasting, three quarter-hours; SEATTLE STEADY 


Denver Jewelry Co., through Max 
Goldberg, three quarter-hours per | Network Units Up 2.8% se Cate- 
gories Show Small Gains 





week, three months; America First 
Committee, through BBD&O, five 
quarter-hours; James _  Parriott, 
through Max Goldberg, six political 
announcements; Gigantic Cleaners, 
|through MacGruder agency, four 
| Spots; Denver Motors Safety Service, 
| five announcements. 





Seattle, Nov. 5. 
Seattle biz continued on a steady 
| keel, with small gains registered in 
| all departments. 














Nov. 2 Compared to Oct. 26 




















KOA: Merchant's Biscuit Co., |; 
peers Bali & Davidson, five time oe — Fen orel aoe 
| signals and one spot daily, two days a orn 10.947 777 17,499 
a “week, one year; Plough, Inc., 5615 10.865 772 17,252 
through Lake-Spiro-Sherman, 300/ .5'30 = 'go%, 40.6% +1.4% 
announcements. '"Gneluded: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 
I Nov. 2 Compared to Oct. 26 | 
Network Local National Total : ? 1 
Units Units Spot Units Units Baltimore Ss oth Station 
8,905 5,099 1,599 15,603 - 
8,545 4,480 1,515 14,540 Baltimore, Nov. 5. 
+4.2% +138%  ++55% +7.3% Construction permit granted to 
(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) ‘Thomas G. Tinsley, Oct. 29, will give 





|Baltimore its fifth radio station. New 
-etup will have a power of 250 watts 
on 1200 kilocycles. 
Tinsley, now engaged in organiz- 
jing his personel, will shoot at strictly 
local advertising and program cover- 
|age with rate card held down in pro- 


ASCAP PACT {S 
BASIS OF KFWB ;portion. New station will be only 
jlocal studio without a chain affilia- 
| tion. 
STRATEGY | Prior to taking hold for himself, 
|Tinsley was general manager at 


|WDEL, Wilmington, Del., salesman- 


‘ager of WIBG, Philadelphia and 
\later of WBAL, Baltimore. 











Los Angeles, Nov. 5. | 
| Biz continued on the upsurge in all | 
|departments except national spots. Lincoln, Neb., Nov. 5. 
With politicos out of the way all sites | Betty McKinney, of KFAB’s enter- 
will be back ‘on their own’ in normal |tainer staff (Girls of Sunset Trail), 
gait. Pickup in network units|is in the hospital here with a broken 
showed the best gain last week. ‘leg, and a couple of fractured ribs. 
All stations shared in the spread of |Was riding with KFAB publicist 
new business. KFWB, only local sta- |Scotty Nicoll and bumped into a 
tion signed to the new contract with | dead end street. 
ASCAP, is laying plans for the big- | Verda Este her partner, is carrying 
gest campaign in its history if the |on without her. 
ASCAP-broadcaster impasse contin- | 


Betty McKinney Injured 





ST 


Politicos Clog Air 
In Hot Fight For 
Key State of Mich, 


Detroit. Nov. 5. 

Unnatural conditions of top-heavy 
political advertising continues strong 
here up to the eve of the election, 
with all stations participating in the 
heavy buying. 

All categories took a shove upward 
with a heavy push in the local time, 
since the local politicos are spending 
heavily and getting national help in 
trying to land Michigan, one of the 
key and fluctuating states in the na- 
tional election. 

Sorting out of time has become a 
headache, with some 15-minute peri- 
ods split into three five-minute peri- 
ods for various causes. Time has 
grown scarce and political campaign 
has distorted the picture here which 
won't refiect normal conditions until 
after Nov. 5. 


| Nov. 2 Compared to Oct. 26 | 


Total 


Network Local National 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,815 12,814 5,342 26,971 
8,665 11,923 5,171 25,759 
+1.7% +7.5% +-3.3% +-4.7% 
(Included: CKLW, WJIBK, WJR, WMBC, 
WWJ, WXYZ) 





Extend Dog Expert 


San Antonio, Nov. 5. 

Jack O’Brien, dog authority, cur- 
rently presenting a series of pro- 
grams over KABC sponsored weekly 
by the Ormsby Chevrolet Co., titled 
‘Going to the Dogs.’ 

Response has been so favorable 
that programs are to be heard twice 
weekly starting Nov. 11. 








=——_ 





ues into next month. 
KHJ: Bond stores, 368 a ashes lf 
hour programs, through Neff-Rogow; 
Gallo wine, 1,092 announcements, | 
through Ted Dahl; Lyon storage, 30 | 
spots, through BBD&O; U. S. Play- 
ing Card, 78 spots, through J. Walter 
Thompson; U. P. railroad, 40 spots, 
through Caples Co.; Red-ee Food, 12 
participations in Eddie Albright pro- 
gram, through Elwood Robinson. 
KFI: Chemicals, Inc. (Vano), 20 
participations in Agnes White pro- 
gram, through Botsford, Constantine 
& Gardner; Grayco, 40 participations 
in Art Baker’s ‘Notebook’; Packard 
Motors, 21 -transcriptions, through 
Young & Rubicam; Planters Nut & 
; Chocolate Co., 39 participations in 





When you think of 


MEW ORLEANS 


you think of: 





| ‘Notebook’, through Raymond R. 
| Morgan; Bullocks, 26 one-minute 
| transcriptions, through Dana Jones. 

| KECA: Gullocks, 65 quarter-hour 
| broadcasts of ‘Ambassador of Good 
| Wiil,’ through Dana Jones: Todd | 
| Clothes, 39 quarter-hour programs; | 
| through N. J Newman; Victor Cloth- 
| ing, 13 announcements, through N. J 





Newman. 

KNX: Folger Coffee, 105 quarter- 
|hour broadcasts of ‘Tonight’s Best | 
| Buy,’ through Raymond R. Morgan; | 
| Sheafer Pen, 24 time signals, through | 
Russel M. Seeds; Bullocks, 52 an- | 
nouncements, through Dana Jones; 
Forest Lawn Memorial Park, nine 


‘the Battle 
Ss. 


d 


a 
of New Orleans 
S—%:, 


x = 
<< 





quarter-hour programs, through Dan 
Miner. 





Nov. 2 Compared to Oct. 26 





Total 








| Network Local National 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
13,172 11,922 2,213 27,307 
| 12341 11614 2275 26,230 
+6.7% 42.71% —2.7% 4+41% 
| (Included KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, 
‘ KNX) ; es 
St. Louis.—Francis P. Douglas, 5 O,  @ 0 @ 


city editor of the Globe-Democrat, 
has been named to head the news 
bureau of KMOX. He succeeds 
Harry W. Flannery who recently | 
was assigned to Berlin as a CBS 





commentator. 





The greatest selling POWER in the South's greatest city 
CBS AFFILIATE... NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE . .. THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 
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Active National Spot Accounts 


(According to Reports from VARIETY’S ‘Radio 


Market 


Account Agency Time Purchases 
American Pop Corn.........+.. Buchanan-Thomas .................. Spots 
Armand Co, (Brisk Shave 

NY BOUTS OEP ET CCITT oe. Roussel M. Seeds........... Announcements 
Campana Sales............. ---. Aubrey, Moore & Wallace........... Spots | | 
Carter Products (Arrid)........ Spot Broadcasting................... Spots 
D Pont (Five Star Anti-Freeze).BBD&O .................. Announcements 
General Cigar Corp............ J. Walter Thompson.............. % Hours 
Grove Laboratories............. J. Walter Thompson....... Announcements 
Gunther BrewWing@..........+:0 Ruthrauff & Ryan........ Election Returns 
ee re oe ee Spots 
PO Peres ee ers errr Wy MN a os bed tesa sen bx Announcements 
SERPE SS APS ore Ruthrauff & Ryan......... Announcements 
P. Lorillard (Old Gold)......... Lennen & Mitchell. % Hours, 10-Min. Spots 
Marlin Firearms........ -...+. Craven & Hedrick......... Announcements 
Oe AS ee eee Milton Weinberg.......... Announcements 
Mentholatum Co............0.. pe OS ae Announcements 
Ph EE. Socks ede exes s 08% &% Klau-Van Pietersom-Dunlap...5-Min. Spots 
Eee? PET eee Caeeee ee Erwin, Wasey............. Announcements 
North American Accident Ins...Franklin Bruck............... 5-Min. Spots 
Oe Bi” Be er ree I I esi civesks dances ives Spots 
oe ee eee Ee SIN 5k vv ccs tcaveeccane Spots 
PN PR CEN 5664405 os ono see Tomaschke-Elliott................ % Hours 
DCC (chi S indus Sess cathes es Lake-Spiro-Shurman ..... Announcements 
Re errr ee Tere Lake-Spiro-Shurman ..... Announcements 
Potter Drug (Cuticura)......... Atuerton & Currier. o.oo. cccisvevetar Spots 
ROMINGIONHONG. 66.00 esccccvsse DOOMED TPG. occ ccc cccsesa 5-Min. Spots 
Remington-Rand (Razors)...... Leeford Agency........... Announcements 
Riggio Tobacco (Regent 

A ee ee News Flashes 
Jacob Ruppert Brewery........ Ruthrauff & Ryan......... Announcements 
ae a POUL BE: BOOB. occ cccceas Announcements 
Smith Bros. Cough Drops...... Gk ee WE cba vdeorsevs Announcements 
Standard Oil of Indiana........ McCann-Erickson.......... Station Breaks 
Unites Terug (ROMA). .cccceossr 8. Sree % Hours 
White Laboratories............ Bee Wes BUI 6 60 bap oaks cues Announcements 


Cities’ ) 


DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO 
TIME LAST WEEK 


Store City Time Purchases 
Brager-Eisenberg Dept. Store... Baltimore. .....ccccccccccccccsecs % Hours 
Franklin Dept. Store............ Te Cree rere fe %-Hour News 
Golden Eagle Store............. ON Serer rer Pe Y% Hours 
RUD BPODG Stee... cc cccvsccscss RTO 8 is hess ecaceisaas Announcements 


COUGH CURES 
KEEP CHI 
HEALTHY 


| 
—_—_— | 


Chicago, Nov. 5. 

This week’s list of biz, as well as | 
previous items, points to the general 
spread of strictly seascnal time pur- 
chases by purveyors of cold cures 
and remedies. Indications are that 
similar accounts will roll in for the 
next few weeks. 

WMAQ: Morris B. Sachs Co., re- 
newal of five-a-week five-minute 
news periods, through Wade agency; 
Manhattan Soap Co., for Sweetheart 
Soap, renewal of five-a-week five- 
minute news periods, through Frank- 
lin Bruck; Potter Drug & Chemical 
Co., for Cuticura, 12 one-minute an- | 
nouncements weekly, through Ather- 
ton & Currier; Ad Richter Co., three 
one-minute announcements weekly, 
through H. W. Kastor; Briggs Co., for 
H-B Cough Drops, three one-minute | 
announcements weekly to March, | 
1941, through Horton-Noyes; Mary- 
land Pharmaceutical Co., two one- 
minute announcements weekly, 
through Joseph Katz. 

WBBM: Sawyer Biscuit Co., one 
and one-half-minute announcements, 
three times weekly, through Neisser- 
Meyerhoff; Bird-Sykes Motor Co., | 
one 30-minute participation, through 
Dave Bennett agency. 


Nov. 2 Compared to Oct. 26 





} 
} 





Network 





Local National Total | 
Units Units Spot Units Units | 
9,710 5,969 11,331 27,010 
9,740 5,944 11,250 26,944 
—0.3%, +0.4% +0.7% +0.2% 
(Included: “WBBM, WENR, WGN, WINI 
WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


{ 








All Units Gain as Candidates Enter 
the Stretch—Spot +5.8% 





Cincinnati, Nov. 5. 
National, state and county office- 
seekers made another contribution 
last week to bulge marks on all 
brackets of time sales. 





Nov. 2 Compared te Oct. 26 


| 





Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,955 10,032 6,989 23,976 
6,730 9,665 6,603 22,998 

+3.3% +3.8% +5.8% +43% 

; (Included: WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAI) 





New Pittsburgh Biz 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 8. 

New biz reported last week at 
WCAE follows: 

Vick Chemical, 100-word 
nouncements five times weekly 
Feb. 7, through Morse Int’l. 

Commercial Solvents, 6 weekly 
participations in Morning Express 
for 6 weeks, through Maxon, Inc. 

Manhattan Soap, quarter-hour 
morning news six times weekly for 


an- 
to 


| 13 weeks, through Franklin Bruck. 


Wilen Bros., six announcements 
weekly for 52 weeks, through Well- 
man Agency. 

Lutheran Laymen’s League, half- 
hour every Sunday for 26 weeks, 
through Kelly-Stuhlman-Zahrndt. 

Braun Baking, renewal of weekly 
‘Show of Week’ until June 22, 
through W. E. Long. 


THEATRE QUIZ ON WAGA 


Atlanta, Nov. 5. 

New quiz show, originating in 
Miller theatres, Peachtree, Garden, 
Fairview and Temple, here, debuted 
last week over WAGA 

Quizzer is assisted by station’s staff 
on stage and two girl aides in audi- 
ence. 














We Boost Nodding Seles) 


WBNS 


MAKES 
BUSINESS SNAP 








| 
| 


| 
| 
} 





Stephens to staff of technicians. 


| 


| 








| 
| 
| 
| 





National Spot Rises 
11.1% in Des Moines 


Des Moines, Nov. 5. 
Units here registered all-around | 


Fee oe pan cnal spot contribut-| Conference to Tag Person Most Useful to Educa- 


ing a slick 11.1%. Local units pulled | 
themselves out of last week's dol- | s tional Broadcasting 
| 


drums to the tune of plus 6.8%, 
while web biz increased 7.3%. 


Chicago's Educational Meeting Dec. 


jeune 


Nov. 2 Compared to Oct. 26 || 





Chicago, Nov. 5. |‘America’s Town Meeting,’ Lyman 








Network Local National Total| Top names in the radio education | Bryson of the Columbia Board of 
Units Units Spot Units Units field will participate in the fourth | Adult Education, and Raymond Gram 
9,160 3.475 3,805 16.440 | annual School Broadcast Conference | Swing, news chatterer on Mutual. 
8,540 3,254 3,424 15.218 ‘which will be held in the Congress Both NBC and Columbia will web 

+7.3% +68% 411.1% 48% | hotel here Dec. 4° 5, 6. Among those | C0ast-to-coast periods from the meet- 

(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) |set for the confab which is sponsored | ng. 
|by the Radio Council of the Chicago| Others in on the meeting will be 
Salt Lake City——KUTA adds Earl | Board of Education headed by Har-| Clifton Utley, chairman of the Chi- 


iold Kent will be George Denny of | (Continued on page 37) 

















WNEW DELIVERS! 


It’s today’s hottest radio buy! 


1. ONE-THIRD THE COST of any New York net- 

, work station. Z. THE NATION’s BiGGest MARKET. (The 
50-mile metropolitan trading area.) 3. Twick THE AUDI- 
ENCE of any other New York independent station. 
( Hooper-Holmes and other impartial surveys.) 4. RADIO’s 
OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS. (“Make Believe Ballroom” with 
Martin Block, ‘““Milkman’s Matinee” with Stan Shaw. And 
many others.) §. LOocAL ADVERTISERS know WNEW 
moves most goods— fastest. 6. More COMMERCIAL TIME is 
bought on WNEW than any station in New York. 


ScRVING NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY 24-HOURS A DAY 


1900 WATTS BY NIGHT 








1250 KILOCYCLES ° 


5000 WATTS BY DAY» * 
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FREQUENCY MODULATION OFFICIALLY 


STARTS, N.Y.C. GETS FOUR LICENSES 


Few Stations Exist at Moment Except on Paper— 
Must Produce One Hour of Live Talent in Every 
Six—Sunday a Holiday 


+ 





‘one for Schenectady and one for 
nearby Binghamton. 


Exploitation of the special band 


Washington, Nov. 5. 
Starting gun went off for Fre- 
quency Modulation broadcasters 


set aside for educators—43 
Thursday (31) when the Federal’ megacycles—is expected to go for- 
Communications cranked out the; ward quickly now that the green 


first bateh of permits, authorizing light has been flashed for the com- 


cammercial operation by 15 plants 
in 10 States from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. Remainder of more than 50 
requests on file will be disposed of 
‘at the earliest opportunity.’ 


the uncertainty ended. 


amplitude to frequency modulation. 
Outlet has been serving 151 schools 
since November, 1938. The band 
is adjacent to the stretch of the spec- 


Required to run six hours daily, 
Sundays excepted, following re- 
ceived tickets enabling them to start 
serving specific areas under the reg- 
ulations designed to provide new 
types of programs and prevent any 
monopoly in the radical type of 
transmission. 

Detroit Evening News, Don Lee 
System, Baton Rouge Broadcasting 
Co., Zenith, Radio Service Corp. of 
Utah, Yankee Network, Milwaukee 
Journal, National Broadcasting Co., 
William .G. H. Finch, Marcus Loew 
Booking Agency, Evansville on the 
Air, Howitt Wood Radio Co., Fre- 
quency Broadcasting Corp., WBNS, 
Inc., and Capitol Broadcasting Co. 


dustry will be more alert to the pos- 
sibility of sandwiching in cultural 
sustaining programs, and at the same 
time there probabl, will be more 
general inierest in educational mat- 
ter. Several cities plan educational 
transmitters. 


To dramatize the development, the 
commish is trying to dope out a new 
call letter system which will differ- 
entiate the FM outlets from regular 
stations. 


With several of the transmitters | Must Produce 1-in-6 
already in existence and operating The recently approved rules make 


on an experimental basis, commer- 
cial service in some of the areas 
begins immediately. Most of the new 
outlets exist, however, only on pa- 
per and cannot throw the switch for 


it necessary to operate a minimum 
of three hours at day and same pe- 
riod after dark. 
capabilities of the new system and 
arouse listener interest, stations must 


several weeks. Action was described spend-at least one of the six ours 
by Chairman James L. Fly as mark- | spraying programs not duplicz 2d si- 
ing ‘an important milestone in the) multaneously, meaning they will 
continued advance of the radio in- | have to embark on an original type 
dustry’ and sure to encourage ‘rapid | of production. The rest of the time 


development of this 
art.’ 

As soon as all of the starters go 
into operation, the medium-high fre- 
quency signals, which engineers pro- 
claim much superior in fidelity to 
standard station emanations, will be 
available for more than 27,000,000 lis- | 
teners in 110,000 square miles of po- 
tential service areas, the Commish 
estimated. 

Lion's share of the grants went to 
New York State, where six of the 
pioneers will be launched. Three 
for Manhattan, one for Brooklyn, 


new program | it will be permissible to carry fea- 
| tures obtained from chains or indi- 
vidual stations in the standard band. 
The specific assignments are: 
Detroit News, 44,500 kc; Don Lee, 
Los Angeles, 44,500; Capitol Broad- 
casting Co., Schenectady, 


Marcus Loew (WHN), 


New York 


Finch, New York, 45,500; Frequency 
Broadcasting Corp., Biooklyn, 45,900; 
Evansville (Ind.), on the Air, 44,500; 
Yankee Network, Mt. Washington, 
N. H., 43,900; Howitt-Wood, Bing- 
hampton, 44,900; Baton Rouge Broad- 


to 50 


mercial plants. Production of equip- | 
ment, both transmitting and receiv-_ 
ing, is expected to accelerate with | 
Already the |! 
FCC has authorized Cleveland Board | 
of Education’s WBOE to shift from ' 


trum available for commercial use, ! 
so pedagogues hope the regular in- | 


To demonstrate the , 


44,700; | 


| City, 46,300; NBC, New York, 45,100; | 





casting Co., 44,500; WBNS, Columbus, 


|O., 44,700; Radio Service Corp., Salt | 


iLake City, 44,500; Zenith, Chicago, 
45,100; Milwaukee Journal, 45,500. 
Commish remarked that the serv- 


ice area of the Salt Lake City plant |, 


will be ‘considerably less’ than the 
basic trade area, due to topographi- 
cal limitations. 
of the trade area in the Los An- 
geles area means the Don Lee plant 
probably will not cover all of the 
| principal market. 





NBC Okays WTMJ Opera 


Milwaukee, Nov. 5. 

Execs of W9XAO, The Milwaukee 
Journal’s FM station, had a jittery 
few hours when, after having an- 
nounced the first FM broadcast of a 
grand opera performance direct from 
the Pabst theatre. stage, they were 
confronted with an eleventh hour 
doubt as to whether it could be put 
on the air, due to the guest star's 
NBC commitments. 

Giovanni Martinellf 


was sched- 


Milwaukee Opera company. The 
opera itself was cleared, so far 


copyright restrictions went. Special 


wiring had been installed, three mi- | 


crophones set and the management 


was enthused over the publicity it | 


was getting for its Saturday night 
performance. 
Martinelli arrived in town. He would 


/be only too happy to participate in | 
| the broadcast, but there was the mat- | 


ter of his NBC contracts. 

W9XAO's Officials immediately 
tried to contact NBC in New York. 
But it was a weekend and the right 
man was hard to reach. Finally, 
however, L. W. Herzog, manager of 
radio for The Journal, got Niles 
Trammel on the long distancé phone. 
The sought for ~ permission 
Martinelli’s broadcast was readily 


granted, and the opera went on as | 


scheduled. 
Listeners with FM receivers said 
it was the finest thing they had ever 


| heard on the air, even though the | 
picked up| 


sensitive microphones 
such detail as whispered promptings 
off stage, which, instead of marring 
| the broadcast, made it only so much 
more realistic. 





| station KCKN, Kansas City, Kansas, 
|last week was made an honorary 
| member of the Regular Veterans’ as- 
| sociation. 








IT WOULDNT FIT ANYWHERE 


meg HSE 


..~ heither would WKY 


No amount of work will fit Oklahoma into any 
fpot on the map except the Southwest. WKY would 
de just as out of place in any other locetion. Its 
ower in kilowatts could remain unchanged but its 
@ower to influence listeners has been built to the 


the way WKY 
use WKY year 


+”. WKY... 


: 






HE MAP 


Southwestern pattern. 


WKY program builders take Oklahoma’s likes 
into consideration. 


And because Oklahomans like 
is programmed sponsors continue to 
after year. They have found its way 


of moving into more radio homes in the state than 
any other station is matched by the way it moves 
products for dealers, 


CITY -NBC Affiliate» 900 Ke, 


QwNED AND OPERATED BY THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING COMPANY *® THE DaIty OKLAHOMAN 
OKLAHOMA City TIMES *® THE FARMER-STOCKMAN *® MISTLETOE Express ® KVOR, CoLorano Sprincs 
KLZ, Denver (Under Alfiliated Management) * Represented NATIONALLY BY THE KATZ AGENCY, INC, 


Similarly, the shape | 


uled to sing ‘Pagliacci’ with the new | 


as | 


The hitch came when | 


for | 


John Drake, program director of | 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


KDKA’s weekly Saturday night broadcasts to the Far North have been 
resumed for the 17th consecutive season, Series of programs came 
into existence because of an emergency back in 1923 and has been 
' on the air every winter since then. Nutting Expedition had left Norway 
| in an oar-propelled boat 17 years ago with purpose of retracing exact 
' course taken by Leif Ericson in his famous voyage to New World. Ship 
became lost somewhere in North Atlantic waters, and friends and relatives 
| of missing men appealed to KDKA to notify those along the Labrador 
' coast and other points in northern Canada to watch for expedition. Dra- 
| matic incidents in the following two years served to establish program 
Weekly broadcasts consist entirely of messages to those listening in. Let. 
ters read on the air come from all over the world, starting as a thin trickle 
in October and increasing in volume until around the holidays, it's not 
unusual for station to stay on air until 6 a.m. sending greetings from relg. 
tives and friends to men in northern outposts. Programs are sent over 
both KDKA and its short-wave affiliates. 





Dorothy Thompson, in a radio address under sponsorship of Business 
Men's Committee for Roosevelt, ‘went to work’ on certain phases of adver. 
tising and its technique, including use in political fleld, as few speakers 
outside those from consumer groups and the like, have yet done on a 
nationwide broadcast. It must have caused comment, in and out of trade, 
N. Y. Herald Tribune columnist said plenty about advertisers’ belief in and 
employment of the ‘fear’ motive. After discussing how it is used to sel] 
products, Miss Thompson detailed what she thought were instances of 
employment by Republicans in presidential campaign, Speaker aimed hot 
shots at Bruce Barton, the name of whose advertising firm she gave. Miss 
Thompson stated that Barton believed ‘everything can be sold by adver. 
| tising, including Jesus.’ Quoted from Barton’s book on Jesus and then 
| emphatically dissented from advertising executive’s slant on The Saviour. 

What's believed to be the first instance of political party urging sup- 
porters to crash interview broadcasts with propaganda came to light in 
| San Francisco last week. ‘Willkie Bulletin,’ issued by Northern Califor- 
nia Republican Campaign committee, specifically singled out Art Linklet- 
| ter’s ‘What Do You Think?’ program, urging Willkieites to Yet on mike 
i; and express their preference. Sheet listed suggested short, punchy sen- 
| tences to use in brief time allotted to each person interviewed. 

Inasmuch as show is aired from Telenews theatre, plug is worth money 
in the b.o. as ticket must be purchased to get to racio studio. Opinions 
aired are kept in balance anyway, so Telenews attaches are happy about 
the whole thing. 











The Evangelist, organ of Albany Catholic Diocese, in a now much- 
| discussed editorial capitioned ‘Penalty for Holding-Back’ asked, ‘Why are 
/not Catholic college teams given a fair share of broadcasting time or of 
| space in sports columns?’ Inquiring whether ‘broadcasting companies are 
bigoted or the commercial firms, that sacrifice their time or sponsor the 
|; programs, imifferent or opposed to Catholic patronage; and whether 
sports editors are prejudiced or the news services, such as Associated Press 
or United Press, intent on keeping publicity for Catholic teams to a mini- 
mum,’ the weekly wanted to know, ‘Are our local radio and newSpaper 
managers unaware they serve a population in this area from 35 to 60°% 
| Catholic?’ 


| One of first times a definite radio station has received plugs in a novel 
is noted in those given WGEA, a General Electric short waver. References 
are in ‘Landfall,’ latest war story of Nevil Shute. Shute pictures his British 
aviator-hero as consoling himself by listening to transatlantics from the 
powerful Schenectady transmitter, while he is falsely a¢écused of bombing 
a British submarine. With the assistance of his beloved, flier proves its 
a U-boat and the fadeout is a happy one. As a matter of fact, WGEA 


receives considerable fan mail from vicinity of Portsmouth, Great Britain 


naval base, where the novel is localed. 

NBC last week denied the report that it’s adopted a policy of issuing 
generally 10-year contracts to station affiliates. The general practice, it 
stated, was still a five-year agreement and that the only time it has made 
it 10 years is when a station has pointed out that such a long term deal 
would help it on a financing deal. 





Arch Oboler is said to be the first author to have a collection of radio 
scenarios published in book form. This is ‘14 Radio Plays’ which Random 
has published. Douglas Coulter, of CBS, once edited and Whittlesey pub- 
lished ‘14 Radio Dramas’ by different writers. 


Buff Missed and Miffed  |OKAY EXPERIMENTAL 
| About “The O'Neill’, (CLASS Il) FOR CINCY 


Washington, Nov. 8. 











Buffalo, Nov. pe | Okay for a new Class II experi- 
| .Procter & Gamble serial, ‘The mental station for Cincinnati, O., 
O’Neills,’” was put back on WBEN | was given Wednesday (30) by the 


Federal Communications, Commis- 
|sion for the development of facili- 
; ties which will simplify transmis- 
sion of aural signals between the 
announcer .or speaker at _ public 
| gatherings and the loud speaker 
| System, in instances where it is not 
_ | possible or practical to use micro- 
its | phone cable. 


this week in response to deluge of | 
fans’ requests. In switching net- 
works, from NBC Red to CBS two 
weeks ago, sponsor neglected to pro- 
vide a Buffalo outlet and 
| started, 

WBEN counted 800 calls 
switchboard alone, and other sta-| Experimenter applying for the sta- 
were swamped, too, Hubbub/tion is Guy S. Cornish, of Cincin- 
changed agency’s mind, and waxing! nati, who proposes to construct a 
of the soap opera on CBS now goes/ transmitter ising the frequency 
on each morning at 8:45 over WBEN, | 310,000 kc, with 1 watt and type A-3 
NBC outlet. emission. 


clamor 


at 


+; ~. 
LIONS 








DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE’S 


STARKING 


BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 
Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 





WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M., EST 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 





Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Ine. 
| Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 
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H. Wooten of WREN Stages a Selznick 


Version of the Deep Julep South 





Memphis, Nov. 5. 
Hoyt Wooten and the three other 


Wootens tossed up a southern-style 


shindig for the opening of the new 
WREC studios in the Peabody hotel 
here last week, bringing newspaper 
and agency men in from all parts 
of the nation to join in the dedica- 
tory festivities. Bringing agency 
men in from New York, Chicago, St. 
Louis and Kansas City by special 
plane, the Wootens proceeded to give 
‘em part of Memphis and showed 
’em a new plant which looks -as if 
it really cost the $125,000 mentioned. 


For the ceremonies themselves 
there was a 60-minute show with 
congratulatory speeches from Wil- 
liam S. Paley of Columbia, Robert 
Ripley, Edward G. Robinson, Amos 
’n’ Andy, Percy Deutsch of World 
(who alone tread out of bounds with 
a commercial plug), and Hoyt 
Wooten along with Gov. Cooper of 





_— 











WATTS DAY and WIGHT 


WSPD can honestly say 
that it rates Number | 
in audience in this lo- 
cality in more ways 
than one. The answer 
is really simple — be- 
cause WSPD has the 
shows — and the signal 
that covers the big 
Teledo market. Then, 
too, WSPD is the lis- 
tening habit of | this 
area, for it has been 
servicing this commun- 
ity for nineteen years. 
WSPD is a Basic Red 
NBC station, and its list 
of NBC Commercials, 
as well as National spot 
accounts, classifies it as 
an important advertis- 
ing medium. 





Represented nationally 
by 
THE KATZ AGENCY 


WSPD 


TOLEDO 
A Fort Industry Station 











Tennessee and Mayor Chandler of 
Memphis. 

Most effective part of the 60-min- 
ute program was a pageant of the 
history of WREC, with particular 
| emphasis on the heroic job turned 
in by Wooten and his gang during 
the 1937 flood when Wooten kept 
WREC working continuously for 
some 570 hours. 


Yankees Lift Juleps 

In from New York were C. R., 
|Jacobs and Steve Fuld of CBS, John 
/Kucera of Young & Rubicam, Rob- 
‘ert Tannehill of McCann-Erickson, 
John Shultz of Erwin-Wasey, Wil- 
liam Maillerfert, Compton; George 
Trimble, Marschalk & Pratt; Fletcher 
/ Turner, J. M. Mathes; Ralph Robert- 
| son, Colgate Co.; Frank Silvernail, 
|Pedlar & Ryan; W. S. Walker, Platt- 
Forbes; C. C. Slaybaugh, BBD&O; 
Harry Torpe, Sherman K. Ellis; N. F. 
| McEvoy, Newell-Emmett; Paul Cath- 
jerine of Standard Oil; Ted Fisher, 
|Ruthrauff & Ryan, Buck Lewis of 
|RCA. From Cincinnati came Char- 
lie Robertson of Ralph Jones agency, 
and Bob Boulware of Procter & 
Gamble. 

In from Chicago were Lou Nel- 
/son, Wade agency; Gene Fromherz 
,and Lloyd Nelson, Blackett-Sample- 
| Hummert; Evelyn Stark, Hays Mac- 
|Farland; Burke Herrick, N. W. Ayer; 
Herb Hulsebus, Stack-Goble; Clair 
|Heyer and Charles Darwest of the 





x. Armour packing firm; Nate Pum- 


pian, Henri, Hurst & McDonald. 
|From St. Louis and the D’Arcy 
lagency was Jim Payne. 

The Katz Agency, Inc., had seven 
men at celebration, headed by 
| Lowell Jackson of the Chi Katz of- 
| fice. Others were Jerry Gunst, 
Frank Brimm, Fred Ball, George 
Brett and S. R. Rintoul. 

Number of southern station men 
| came over to help in the dedication, 
jincluding F. C. Sowell of WLAC, 
‘Nashville; S. C. Vinsonhaler of 
KLRA, Little Rock; Harry Stone of 
|'WSM, Nashville; Bill West of 
| WTMV, St. Louis; W. H. Summer- 
|ville of WWL, New Orleans; Bob 
| Alburty of WHBQ, Memphis. 








Chi. Educators 


Continued from page 35___ 








cago Council on Foreign Relations; 
|Dr. James Rowland Angell, educa- 
| tional chief of NBC; Dudley Crafts 
Watson of the Chicago Art Institute; 
William Boutwell of the U. S. Office 
|of Education; Agnes Adams of the 
| National College of Education. 

| Radio in education will be dis- 
|cussed and demonstrated in various 
|phases. Among the activities and 
|demonstration assignmérits are a pro- 
|duction of ‘Pyramus and Thisbe’ by 
|Wynn Wright of NBC here from a 
script by Erik Barnouw, prof. at Co- 
|lumbia University: discussion of 
| ‘Current Events’ by Julian Bentley, 
|news editor of WLS, and profes- 
| sional clinic in radio writing of Wil- 
‘liam Hodapp of NBC and radio 
| production by Clarence Menser, pro- 
|ducer of ‘Tom Mix Straight Shoot- 
ers.’ 

Sterling Fisher of Columbia has 
been set as toastmaster for the ban- 
|quet and closing session. 

| Innovation at this conference will 
be the presentation of an Award of 
Merit to that person who has been 
| voted most prominent in educational 
| radio. 





Bush League ‘Info Please’ 


Buffalo, Nov. 5 

Marine Trust Company puts its 
quiz ‘What’s My Name?’ back on 
WKBW for third year Nov. 10. Les- 
ton Faneuf, bank system’s p.a., will 
again emcee. 
| Weekly half-hour is a bushleague 
‘Information Please.” Set as ‘regu- 
llars’ this season are Thomas Brown, 
newspaper columnist; Walter Mc- 
| Causland, traction company p.a., and 
| Daniel Streeter, author, big-game 
‘hunter and local civil service head. 





Max Carl’s Smal! Town Talks 
Minneapolis, Nov. 5. 

| For station promotion purposes 
/Max Carl, WCCO educational direc- 
| tor, is appearing on state teachers’ 
‘conventions in northwest states. He 
‘conducted « CBS ‘American School 
lof the Air’ demonstration at the 
|North Dakota Educational association 
| meeting in Grand Forks, N. D. 

| Also appeared at a panel discus- 
sion of ‘Radio as an Avenue of Com- 
munication’ at the Minnesota Educa- 
| tional association in St. Paul the past 


| week, 
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*WUTHERING HEIGHTS’ 
With Jill Esmond, Arnold Moss, 

Frances Oliver, William Podmore 
Dramatic 
15 Mins. 

Transcription 

WHEATENA 

Daily, 12 Noon 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Compton) 

This is the second in the series of 
‘good works’ for Wheatena from the 
Ed Wolfe script mart. The signifi- 
cance lies in two facts: (1) that a 
daytime serial is based upon tested 
literary merit, and (2) that the story 
runs as long as its unfoldment re- 
quires and then terminates in favor 
of another story. 


On both counts the effort is chal- | 


lenging. Based on the previous 
‘Dark Victory’ and the _ present 
‘Wuthering Heights,’ the results show 
an affinity between a smart idea 
and a smart execution. 

The Bronte piece got going Mon- 
day (4) with the author written into 
thie script as a narrator played by 
Jill Esmond, the English actress who 
herewith makes her radio debut on 
this side. The adaptation by Her- 
bert Little, Jr., and David Victor 
captured the spirit of the moors and 
the overtone of passionate remorse. 
Nice performances by the cast in 
general and a skillful job of music 
mood-planting furthered this effect 
and suggested that the potato peel- 
ers will have their choice of some- 
thing a little better than the usual 
daylight ersatz. 

Miss Esmond showed that her ex- 
perience on the stage makes the 
transition to a radio studio a rela- 
tively simple matter. Land. 





MOISEIWITSCH 
Piano 
5 Mins, 
Saturday, 8 p.m. 
BBC, London 
Guesting on ‘Cock-a-Doodle Do’ 
program famed pianist Moiseiwitsch 
revealed a svelte line in repartee, as 
did Albert Spalding on an Ameri- 
can show reviewed in Variety. Stunt 
had him paired with Carroll Gib- 
bons, who did a treatment of a pre- 
lude from Rachmaninoff — then 
bowed out and down in front of a 
flow of sardonic praise from the 
maestro. Moiseiwitsch then played 
the piece as the composer intended. 
Ribbing was handled with dignity 
and charm to set it safely alongside 
graced and skillful work of the 
wNanist. 


(Reference above is to the ‘Battle: 


of Music’ on CBS last summer in 
which the concert virtuoso, Albert 
Spalding, traded cracks with low- 
down 52d street jive-tossing Frankie 
Hyers.—Ed.) 


|*MEET MR. MORGAN’ 

With Henry Morgan 

/15 Mins.; Local 

| Participating 

Daily, 6:45 p.m. 

| WOR, New York 

| Announcer Henry Morgan’s de- 
| antics had the WOR bunch 
ropes, so the studio finally 
him loose with a program 
own. He was on during the 
awhile as a sustainer, kid- 
ding radio and the world in general. 
At first the series had an audience 
| mostly in the trade, but lately it be- 
van to catch on with the public, so 
it has been moved to this 6:45 p.m. 
spot as a local participating show. 


| mented 
|on the 
turned 
of his 

day for 


liamson Candy (Oh Henry candy 
bars). Select Theatres (Shuberts) 
‘and Marlin Firearms. 

Morgan's screwball clowning isn’t 
particularly new, but he carries it 
further than usual on the air. 


also generally funnier than most ex- | 


temporaneous comics and his ribbing 
commercials go way beyond 
sanctimonious blurbs sponsors usu- 
ally stand for. They’re undoubtedly 


tough for a bankroller to take, but | 


if any firm has the stuff to permit 


such’ kidding it ought to spotlight 
real attention on the product. And, 
although the blurbs are all bur- 


lesqued, the copy is still there. 
Morgan is likely to ramble on 
about almost anything in his 15 min- 
utes. tecently he opened with his 
usual ‘Good evening, anybody,’ then 
recited some deze, dem and doze 
|doggerel, did a goofy yarn about 
| the code used by lunch counter 
waiters, meandered through a 
ludicrous piece about barrooms and 
football predictions (which he some- 
how contrived to tie up), answered 
a couple of letters from outraged 
listeners and offered a hilarious take- 


cast. Whenever he has to pause for 
breath or inspiration he plays some 
ultra-corny record. 

That day’s sponsor was Williamson 
candy, so he next gave the commer- 
cial, opening with, ‘Mothers, de you 
want to keep your children out of 
saloons? Give ’em Oh Henry candy 
bars’—and so on. He listed the vari- 
|}Ous ingredients of the product and 
added, ‘But no gin.’ Finally, aping 
the commercials in. which the an- 
nouncer endorses the product, he ob- 
served, ‘If I sound too long-winded 
it’s simply because I’m personally 
|cer-r-r-azy about Oh Henrys.’ 

He has an effective off-the-cuff 
style of delivery which makes all 
this nonsense palatable, particularly 
as an antidote to  super-serious 
dramas and the grim news periods 





concurrent on the other network 
stations. It’s a click show of its 
kind. Hobe. 








Walter Herbert will do a series of 
six Sinfonietta concerts on the NBC 
Blue out of Frisco, starting Nov. 18. 

















Gardner Advertising Company finds 


dealers enthusiastic 


about “Betty & Bob” 


HERE'S PROOF THAT WE'RE GOOD! 


SAYS, THAT 





BETTY: YES—AND TO QUOTE HIM FUR- 
THER, ‘THE SHOW SEEMS TO HAVE \ 
SUCH ACCEPTANCE AMONG aa 
THE TRADE THAT IT'S ASURPRIS-K. 4 
INGLY EASY JOB TO MERCHAN- Ny 
DISE IT FOR A NEW SPONSOR.” {Sa 


ERE, at low cost, is a sales- 
H stimulating program of 
proven ability! It’s “Betty 
and Bob,” for eight years the 
favorite of millions on the 
networks. Now, at the height 
of its popularity, this pro- 
gram is available to spot and 
regional advertisers as a five- 





BOB: CHARLES GARDNER, OF THE 
GARDNER ADVERTISING COMPANY, 


IN CITIES WHERE THEY'RE 


PUTTING ON OUR SHOW FOR STOKELY 
FINEST FOODS AND UNION BISCUIT 
COMPANY, THERE WAS A LOT OF EN- 
THUSIASM IN THE TRADE. HE SAYS, “IT 
iS GOING TO DO A REAL 


JOBI"’ 










x 


~~ 
s 
= 


a-week recorded series. 
Among the advertisers al- 
ready on the air with “Betty 
and Bob” are Union Biscuit 
Company, Stokely Brothers 
& Co., A. E. Staley Mfg. Co. 
and Manhattan Soap Co. 

Write for details, availa- 
bility and rates. 


“Berry anp Bos” 


brings you new merchandising features never 
before offered with a syndicated recorded show. 


dio-Recording Division 


RCA Building, Radio City, New York 
Chicago a 


Sunset and Vine, Hollywood 





It currently has three sponsors, Wil- | 


He’s | 


the | 


off of a Metropolitan Opera broad- | 


1of George S. 


| 
| WGR-WKBW, 
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Follow-Up Comment 
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General Electric seems to 
had a revolution for the better in 
its commercial copy. Last Sunday 
the dramatization was not only an 
effective plea for stocking up with 
Mazda lamps, but an amusing bit of 
comedy characterization wherein an 
apologetic but precise English butler 
gradually unfolded to the master the 
full details of a domestic catastrophe 
occasioned by a lack of proper light- 
ing in dark places. Here was sales 
copy which matched the Phil 
Spitalny music in smartness. The 
improvement in the style of the 
merchandising was most noticeable. 
while the entertainment portion ot 
the G. E. show was, as before, a 


swell example of high lustre ar- 
rangements. Vincent Youmans’ 
inumbers, ‘Carioca,’ ‘Tea for Two,’ 
‘Hallelujah’ and ‘Great Day,’ were | 
|jideal for the Spitalny embellish- | 
ments. 

| Occasion was a sentimental one, | 
the G. E. concert-mistress, Evelyn 
Kay, being presented with an ex- 


pensive violin bow by the sponsor 
for her birthday. The whole half- 
| hour proved a brilliant comet across 
the Sunday night radio sky. 


Tyrone Power, guesting with his 
wife, Annabella, with Larry Clinton, 
and mayor of Cincinnati (a crack ad 
libber) on a ‘Vox Pop’ from that city 
night before premiere of ‘The Mark 
of Zorro,’ proved he had not forgot- 
ten his ushering days (mentioned) 
when he gave ‘21’ as answer to num- 
ber of armlets on a row of 20 seats. 
Power also showed he had a long 
| memory for pictures in which he had 
appeared, correctly fittine ‘keyed’ 
queries to a number of them. 


| 7 . 

| WFBR, Baltimore, ‘Carnival of 
| Fun,’ sponsored by the Gibbs Pack- 
jing Co., last year after Suburban 


|Club Gingerale went off the air, re- | 


fsumed recently with considerable 
}extra trimming given to the weekly 
| halt hour studio show. Added is a 
ifull orchestra directed by George 
Van Dorn, with special arrange- 
ments contributed by Carroll War- 
|rington and Edmund Cooke. Handled 
by Brent Guntz and station produc- 


ition staff, show has accomplished 
the finish and color of a network 
|effort. A femme vocal group of 


eight. Ray Hall, comedian, Virginia 
|Rawlings, doing a dumb dame and 
The Three Girls in Blue, compose 
ithe cast which works around a gen- 


| 


}eral audience participation which in- 
|cludes community singing, a roving 
solo mike, comedy quiz and other 
|novelties. Program is heavily mer- 


|chandised by Cahn,*Miller and Ny-| 


|berg, sponsoring agency. Sent out 
} 1500 telegrams and samples of com- 
|pany’s products to grocers on show’s 
|current opening go. Also made 
|available window stickers to grocers 
and distributed special portfolio con- 
taining promotion hints to food 
brokers and wholesalers. Studio pre- 


vue also staged for food retailers 
Alec Gibson and Henry Hickman 
again at production throttle. 


question last week about an Ameri- 
can playwright ‘who has_ written 
dramatic criticism within the past 
10 years,’ and from it there de- 
veloped a lively argument as to status 
: Kaufman whén on 
John Mason Brown, 
guesting, insisted Kaufman was ‘sec- 
ond string critic,” that ‘he even re- 
viewed Walter Hampden. Emcee 
| Clifton Fadiman declared his infor- 
|mation was to effect Kaufman had 
| been with dramatic department of 
paper but never held rank of critic. 
| Brown aid present playwright had 
|}covered many shows; Brown had 
|often seen him at premieres, al- 
}though Brown never actually wit- 
|nessed him writing a review. Oscar 
| Levant interjected ‘He used to write 
| plays while doing it (catching legit 
|shows).’ Fadiman compromised with 
statement that ‘no first string critic’ 
|had authored plays within period 
set. He would not allow Levant’s 
contribution of St. John Irvine, quiz- 
master the 
| Englishman 
| Brown had previously named, and 
| mildly ribbed, John Anderson as one 
| critic who had playwrighted unsuc- 
cessfully. He mentioned Anderson’s 
|adaptation of ‘Inspector General’ 
land a ‘fairly good one’ of ‘The Fatal 
| Alibi.” N. Y. Post critic added An- 
; derson had written ‘an awful play 
| whose name I can’t recall ... It ran 
| four nights at the Gaiety theatre and 
closed.’ Levant tabbed 


N. Y. Times. 





4 
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promptly 
Alexander Woollcott as a critic who 
turned out two failures, ‘Channel 
Road.’ and ‘The Dark Tower.’ 
Richard Watts, Jr., collected $15 
plus a set of encyclopedias for a 
stumper on tunes from four shows. 
Brown quipped, ‘I go there (to mu- 
sicals) with mv ears, but they stay 
closed.’ Watts is the N. Y. Herald- 
Trib drama critic. 








| 
Ben Robertson, PM's London cor- 

respondent, heard on a CBS trans- 
atlantic. He is probably 
among overseas mikers, in that ac- 

; cent is southern, 

i 

| <u 

| 


Buffalo.—Phvyllis Jean and Charles 





| Saxe have joined vocalist 


SHFFHFEFSSSFOFFOOHO+OO?S | 
have | 


‘Information, Please’ popped a| 


latter was an | 


unique 


ranks at | 


‘DOUBLE OR NOTHING’ 
With Alan Parker 

30 Mins.—Lecal 

| HARRY P. OELSEN 
Sunday, 1:30 p.m. 

WTRY, Troy, N. Y. 

Quiz show held on stage of Proc- 
tor’s theatre Saturday night and re- 
corded for broadcasting following 
' afternoon, has hit a smoother stride 

since it started some weeks ago. Still 
moving a bit slowly for loudspeaker 
/reception, it could be accelerated by 
Parker without depriving contestants 
of a fair chance to double their win- 
nings. Imposition of time limit 
would step up pace. Present dawd- 
ling over whether competitors want 
to shoot for more money and then 
in answering question, may be okay 
in the theatre, but via radio sus- 
pense incident to the gamble is 
dragged out. Parker also could let 
himself go on mild quips and re- 
torts; noticeable they 
chairholders, on one 


——— 


shot heard. 


However, he s%ould not make mis- ! 


take of ‘kicking around’ an odd- 
sounding name, regardless of wheth- 
er audience snickers. And might em- 
ploy a less abrupt, darting, approach. 
Also rough production edge could 
be planed off. 

Half dozen trialees, drawn 
audience, begin with a dollar ques- 
tion and can go to $16, plus a chance 
to win jackpot dough. Recent con- 
testants have included college stu- 
dents, and a better showing has gen- 
erally been made. Few of them 
seem inhibited. Advertising 
mobile insurance) is quite restrained, 
for a local program. Jaco. 


JUNE HYND’S GUEST BOOK 
| With Sydney Mosley 
Talk 
30 Mins. 
| Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
Miss Hynd is one of the person- 
ages in the NBC women’s programs 
(division. On the side she conducts 
a Guest Book program wherein 
visiting celebs are interviewed. The 
| program is dressed up with a bit 
of organluding and the givjng away 
of several sets of NBC chimes for 
ithe best letters written in. 
Possessing a pleasant speaking 
voice, style and punching out intelli- 
gent scripts, Miss Hynd had on her 
program last week the one-time 
London radio editor, Sydney Mosley. 
Together the gab flowed easily and 
interestingly, he likewise being an 
experienced miker with a regular 
series Just now on a loca] station 
Land. 


‘COCK-A-DOODLE-DOO’ 
| With John McCormack, Vic Oliver, 
| Fred Emney, George Carney, 
| Arthur Fear, Marquess of Donne- 
gal, Cicely Courtneidge, Pat Kirk- 
wood, Phyllis Stanley, Dorothy 
Carless, Daphne and Jack Barker, 
| Geraldo Orch, and C. B. Cochran, 
| 60 Mins. 
| Saturday, 8 p.m. 
| BBC, London 
| ‘The Magic Hour of 8 p.m.’—a 
voice drew special attention to it— 
so show opened with a great theme- 
melody: labeled ‘Good Morning’. A 
| queer twist to this melange with 
which Charles Cochran teed-off his 
special for BBC. Too many people, 
too many elements, Should come 
over with shape instead of a stretch, 
plus recognition of fact the medium 
is radio and not window shopping. 
Cochran is airing with it weekly; 
this stanza was opener. 

To Fred Emney goes kudos for 
bright work with a meaning; fast, 
laughable stuff and clicko. Re- 
mainder of the acts sidled on, in be- 
tween pauses, and took their cus- 
tomary whirl to leave behind them 
an imprint with the depth of cello- 
phane, One melody registered, 
‘Johnny One Note’, and only mn 
finale did a showmanly hand give 
to airing that certain touch which, 
if it can hold on to and spread, 
other weeks may yet see something 
|to merit the build-up. All material 


from | WBT's latest news show keeps up 


(auto- | 





is publicized as _ original. 


———— 


‘CANADIAN CAPERS’ 
With Jack Fran, Alfie Noake 
Bill Campoell, Jack Curtis, bw 
Ellis, Dave Miller, Pat Rignold 
Maple Leaf Orch. , 
45 Mins. 
¥riday, 7:30 p.m, 
BBC, London 
When a thing's plenty corny over 
here they give a sweet understand. 


ing smile and tag it ‘passable’, That 
may explain this effort (13) by a 
radio unit from Canada now’ on 


this side. If the Maple Leaf turned 
a bit yaller around the edge it was 
from wincing at what was being 
ladied out under the moniker on 
both ‘Canadian’ and ‘Capers.’ Spread 





barely limped. 
Lacking continuity and polish, yo- 
caling and such was spotty from 


the first pipe. Emceeing was close 
to high school pranks and teen age. 


landed with. 


TODAY’S REVIEWS OF LAST 
YEAR'S NEWS 

| With Bill Bivens 

| 15 Mins. 

| CHATHAM HOMESPUN 

T-T-S, 5:30 p.m. 

| WBT, Charlotte 

(Cahn, Miller & Nyburg) 


|a slow chant of last year’s big news 
j} items, which, despite well-written 
| continuity and strong subject inter- 
| est, is a pretty heavy dose when it 
comes in 15-minute parcels of noth- 
ing else but. Apparently announcer 
| Bill Bivens concurs in this senti- 
iment, as a tendency toward a sing- 
isonging of items was marked by an 
abrupt about-voice when Bivens 
realized his lack-of-interest attitude 
Bivens has a deep, pleasing speaking 
voice and excellent diction, although 
he hangs on to about every fifth 
word as if it were a lucky banknight 
number. 

Sound effect of a wireless to de- 
note change of items is a weak prop, 
issuing a slow wheeze. Programs 
are interesting lecture courses for 
students of European history, but 
they need some deviation to break 
the monotony of last year’s diplo- 
matic mistakes. Commercials are 
handled smoothly. Just. 


| 





| BONNIE STEWART 
With Sandra Carlton, 

Wayne 
Songs, Piano 
15 Mins. 

Sunday, 12 Noon 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

From KYW, Philadelphia, Bonnie 
Stewart has been getting several! 
15-minute sustainers a week, aided 
by pianologists Sandra Carlton and 
Barbara Wayne as accomp. Miss Ste- 
wart has one of those interesting, 
somewhat sexv yet not over-throaty 
contraltos, that sells her pop ballads 
well. They run the gamut from 
‘There I Go’, ‘And So Do I’ to ‘May- 
| be’ and ‘Two Dreams Met’, also in- 
|cluding Miss Carlton’s original com- 
position, ‘And So Goodby’. 

Nice sustainer, and if backed 
by any sort of personality—which 
sounds promising in the abstract 
she’d make a good cafe bet, especial- 
ly after her radio buildup asserts 
itself. Abel. 


Barbara 
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CIO May Seek Station 


Continued from page 33 





men thought there was any reason 
for going into what is a trade prac- 
tice matter, especially since the 
declaration of ethics has received in- 
direct commendation. 

After being on the air five nights 
weekly, the program was dropped 
when the prior contract expired. 
Under the code, KYA explained, it 
is impossible to renew agreements 
for sale of time which is prohibited 
py the industry agreement. In view 
of the continuing argument over 
Federal labor policies, rulings of the 
National Labor Relations Board, ac- 
tions of various unions and their 
leaders, it was felt that talks spon- 
sored by the CIO frequently would 
be controversial in nature and thus 
confiict with the requirement that 
such material be carried on a 
sustaining basis. 

‘The issue raised in this case is of 
paramount importance to labor. It 
threatens to make radio communi- 
cation inaccessible to organized labor 
for all practical purposes,’ the CIO 
chieftain protested. “To the contrary 
under the code pursuant to which 
this action has been taken, em- 
ployers of labor are being afforded 
the opportunity to purchase time for 
the dissemination of news adverse 
to labor. In addition, the interpre- 
tation of the code of the National 
Association of Broadcasters, as ap- | 
plied in this case, places organized 
labor in its attempt to explain its | 
problems to the people of the country 
in a category separate and apart 
from other interests in our com- 
munity.’ 

Won't Take Sustainers } 

Rejecting the suggestions which | 
the NAB has made to members, | 
Lewis and the SF Union group! 
spurned offers of sustaining time. 
When the question of continuing to 
sell time to unions first arose right 
after adoption of the code, the trade 
body recommended each local pro- 
prietor should try to work out with 
the various labor outfits in his city 
some schedule by which a period for 
discussion of matters concerning 
workers would be regularly reserved 
and distributed among the miscel- 
laneous units desiring to reach the 
public via the microphone. This is, 
entirely unsatisfactory to the CIO. 

In a memo prepared by the San 
Francisco group, complaint was made 
that the interpretation of the NAB 
code is one-sided. If comments of 
labor speakers are to be ruled con- 
troversial, ‘then every commercial 
plug or sales argument on the air 
today is equally controversial,’ the 
union insisted. Particularly when 
industry sponsors commentators. 

Trouble with the idea of using 
donated time, from the CIO stand- 
point, is the uncertainty about get- 
ting a regular booking. In this sit- 
uation, ‘tne comments of labor 
speakers would be heard only by the 
dialers who happened to be listening 
and the habit of tuning in for the 
feature at a set hour would be nulli- 
fied. 

‘The gesture of offering free time 
on rare occasions in the midst of 
major disputes is no substitute for 
labor’s right to use the air waves at 
all times and especially during peri- 
ods when there is no dispute what- 
soever,’ the Commish was told. The 
CIO charged that often employer- 
sponsored commentators make biased 
statements or distort the facts, with 
labor given no certain opportunity 
to reply or correct wrong impres- 
sions. 

‘It must be emphasized that the 
issue we are fighting here concerns 
our right to the use of the air waves 
and not primarily a protest against 
the broadcasts of employers,’ memo 
continued. ‘In other words, we don't 
say: If we are to be restricted, they 
too must be restricted. We demand 
equal rights, not equal bans.’ 

While the FFC for the moment has 
dodged the issue, it is likely there 
will be further repercussions from 
the KYA incident.” Possibility is 
seen in labor circles that the CIO 
may endeavor to obtain a permit for 
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a station of its own in order to force 
the Commish to take cognizance of 
the NAB code clause and to drama- 
tize the question or just what is 
covered by the obligation to serve 
public interest. More likely that 
some of Lewis’ friends in Congress 
will hop on the trade association and 
toss incidental rocks at the regula- 
tors, although most of the indi- 
viduals who have been among the 
leading critics of the industry and 
the Commish are inclined to play 
ball with the American Federation 
of Labor rather than the rival 
union crowd. 


CKLW’s Davies Chaplains 


Royal Canadian Air Force 
Detroit, Nov. 5. 


Rev. M. C. Davies, of CKLW, 
Windsor’s ‘The Quiet Sanctuary,’ now 
is a chaplain with the Royal Cana- 
dian Air Force at St. Thomas, Ont. 

For two of his five shows a week 
he personals in uniform. The other 
days, it’s transcribed. 





Jones, Kimel Setting 
Katz Agcy. CBS Deals 
For WLAW, Mass. Outlet 


David Jones, manager, 


‘and David Kimel, sales manager, re- 
spectively, of WLAW, Lawrence. 
Mass., were in New York last week 
to set a sales representation deal 
| with the Katz Agency, Ine. Also in 
| preparation of going to the Columbia 
network Nov. 17, at which time it 
|goes to 5,000 watts full time under 
an FCC grant. 

Massachusetts station Is due to play 
|a future role of increased importance 
\in New England radio competition, 

having a happily situated transmitter 
at Andover, midway between Boston 
and the Merrimac valley. After Nov. 
17 station will be on the air from 
| 6:30 a.m. to 1 p.m, 

| Meantime John D. Malloy has been 
|promoted to program director, and 
George Hickley succeeds Herbert 
Brown as chief engineer of WLAW. 








business 





Baffalo.—Bob Turner is new on 
WEBR spieling staff, succeeding John 
Boothby. 
| 


Delay Requirement That Stations 


Directly Measure Antenna Power 





Washington, Nov. 5. 
More time to comply with revised 
regulation requiring all standard sta- 
tions to make direct measurements 


of antenna power was allowed last 
week by the Federal Communications 
Commission. Delay is due principal- 
ly to the prospect that a good many 
operators, in shifting frequencies to 
conform to the allocation plan neces- 
sitated by the Havana treaty, will be 
altering their radiating systems. 


Except for new stations and any 
changing their present directional 
tower arrays, the deadline has been 
pushed back from Dec. 1 to June 1. 
The Commish expressed a _ hope, 
however, that the job will be done 
aS soon as possible, to prevent a flood 
of last-minute reports that might 
swamp the engineering staff. 

In some instances stations shifting 
from one channel to another for the 
March change-over will have to alter 


; their antenna resistance, the regu- 
|lators noted. So that engineers can 
| have ample flexibility in making the 
| adjustments, the rule was changed 
| last Thursday (31). No time exten- 
;sion beyond June is contemplated, 
however. 





OK WNBC’s Power Boost 


Hartford, Nov. 5. 

FCC has authorized WNBC, Hart- 
ford-New Britain, to up it’s power 
[to 5,000 watts days and 1,000 watts 
nights, Station formerly 1,000 days 
and 250 nights. Station will utilize 
new juice about March 1. Expected 
to spend in the vicinity of $25,000 
for new transmitter and other equip- 
ment at it’s New Britain transmitter 
| site. 


Station—one of the Arde Bulova 
clan—is also interested in ‘FM.’ 
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— AT ._ 


NEW YORK 
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‘WHO TOOK THAT BOOK 
OFF MY DESK?’ 


Executives in radio stations, advertising agen- 
cies and talent booking offices just can't keep 
that book away from their staffs. Too many 


people need it all the time in their work. 


There's a solution to this problem. 


BUY EXTRA COPIES. 
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If There's Only One Publisher (BMI) 
He's the Boss, Paine Tells Dancemen 


Al Freedman Managing 
New Chi Harms Office 


Chicago, Nov. 5. 
Al Freedman has been named man- 
ager here for T. B. Harms which is 
reopening its Chicago office. Freed- 
man quit the local Sun music firm 


} 
| 
| 








New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

On Oct. 25, Lawrence Lowman of 
CBS wrote to all band leaders order- 
ing a further increase in their use of 
BMI music on sustaining program as 
a prelude to the chains’ complete 
boycott of ASCAP starting New 
Year’s Day. The letter says that the 
chains take this action because 
ASCAP wants to increase the music 
charge to them by over 500%. This 
is just a made-up figure because they 
have in the past paid nothing to) 
ASCAP for their music uses, and 
500% of nothing would still be noth- 
ing. 

The motive back of the boycott {fs 
not to save money—it is to complete 
the monopoly which the chains have 
of the air. First, the chains own big 
key stations; then, by contracts 
which are set out in detail] in the 
FCC Monopoly Report, they control 
the time of a great number of affili- 
ated stations; next they built up their 
own artists’ bureaus, then their con- 
cert bureaus and lecture bureaus; 
next they own their own recording 
companies and transcription firms, 
then television; and now all they 
need to effect complete economic 
contro! of the entire broadcasting in- 
dustry is to establish control of 
music. This is the last link of their 
‘chaining of the air.’ 

To forge this last link in their mo- 
nopoly, they promoted BMI. They 
sold stock in this company to the 
broadcasting stations after whipping 
them up into a white lather over an 
apparent controversy with ASCAP. 
The money was subscribed primarily 
for the purpose of producing music, 
but has been used principally for the 
purpose of producing propaganda. It 
is not a secret that as yet they have 
not produced a single good song- 
writer. Up to now, when stations 
ask for music, they get promises, but 
it’s very difficult to lay a promise. 

In spite of all that, however, the 
chains demand that band leaders| 
play only BMI music starting New 
Year’s Day. Think what that means! 
Today the leader can select music 
from the catalog of every publisher 
in the country. Tomorrow he will 
have to take music from only one| 
publisher, BMI. And this you must | 
remember: As long as the leaders are | 
free to pick from every publisher’s 
catalog, they are the boss. When 
there is only one publisher, he is the 
boss. 

If all the publishers, inside and 
outside of ASCAP, can’t produce 
enough hits to go around, how can 
one single publisher, BMI, do so? 
Under the enormous competition for 
material, you know what will hap- 
pen. The chains’ pet band leaders, 
the ‘office orchestsa,’ will get the 
preference of the limited supply of 
useable tunes. Those not one of 
‘teacher’s pets’ will be behind the 
eight-ball for music so far as your 
professional reputation with the pub- 
lic is concerned. 

Of course, that’s the bandleader’s 
big problem. What is this going to 
mean to orchestra leaders so far as 
personal reputation is concernei? If 
you’re cast in a good role, you are 
good box office; if you’re not cast in 
a good role, you are not good box 
office. 





The leader’s other problem, of several propositions have already | ate a reserve in anticipation of na- | 


course, is an equally serious one, 
namely, who is going to repay him 
for the investment he is now ex- 
pected to junk? The chains insist 
tliat leaders join in their boycott of 
ASCAP music to their own financial 
detriment. 

Let me make it very clear, that if 
this boycott of ASCAP music is put 
into effect on New Year's Day, it will 


eg 





| it because of terms with the present | tijjog 
| management plus a desire for a lin Bridg 
| larger firm. 


| ‘There’ll Always Be an England’ with | 





to make the switch. 

Larry Daniels came in from New 
York to take over the E. B. Marks 
office replacing Erwin Berke. 


ASCAP’S VIEWS 
IN ‘WAR OF 
NERVES 


Gene Buck, prez of ASCAP, re- 
iterates the ‘door is always open to 
the broadcasters’ in answer to all 
and sundry reports to the contrary. 


\The Society is willing to sit down 
|and talk a deal, which may even lead 
to a possible compromise, but, says 
Buck, will not countenance any 
radioites’ blanket ultimatum to par- 
ley on a per-program basis or not at 
all. 

ASCAP admits that it’s seemingly 
a war of nerves, and while a few of 
the Society’s own membership ‘might 
scare easy,’ Buck’s view is that he 
cannot see how radio broadcasting 
will permit its commercial users to 
pass the Dec. 31 deadline without 
some sort of a move to negotiate a 
new conjract. 

Most surprising, from the ASCAP 
perspective, allegedly, is the fact that 
the advertisers seem to be swinging 


Frank Kelton Bankrupt 


Frank B. Kelton, songplugger, now 
with Mills Music in New York, has 
filed a voluntary petition in the 
N. Y. federal court, listing $100 in 
assets and $5,434 in liabilities. Kel- 
ton says he has earned $500 yearly 
during the past two years. Among 
creditors are Bernard Prager, Feist, 
Inc., busines manager, $550 on a 
loan, Lee Nadell, Hollywood, $120, 
on a loan, and Ted Fiorito, band- 
leader, $100 on a loan. 

Kelton, when he was Louis Bern- 
stein’s son-in-law, was general pro- 
fessional head of Shapiro-Bernstein. 
Following ‘Bubbles’ Bernstein di- 
voice from him, he headquartered in 
Hollywood, only recently returning 
to New York. 


Dash, Connelly 
Firm Is Set 
For America 




















Irwin Dash and Reg Connolly have 
formed Dash, Connelly & Co., Inc., 
to start in U. S. music publishing, in- 


dependent of their own firms in Eng- 
land. Dash heads the music house 
bearing his name in London, and his 
partner is head of Campbeli, Con- 
nelly & Co., Ltd., as well as Cine- 
phonic Music, besides being a direc- 
tor of Dash’s British firm. 

Connelly, on a visit to the States, 
was caught on this side, whereas 
Dash, actually an American although 
long domiciled abroad, evacuated un- 
der U. S. order for all American na- 
tionals in the fighting zone. 

Dash-Connelly’s deal for Superior 
Music has been abandoned, both pre- 
ferring to start with songs from their Columbia and Victor Record com- 
British catalogs and, in time, buying ; s 
up some larger catalog with an |Panies are currently working at top 
ASCAP rating. For a time they were | speed to fill the demands for classi- 
interested in using Superior as anj/cal and popular platters, both out- 
ASCAP nucleus, but decided against | fits shipping in unprecedented q 


by ASCAP as part of the war of 
nerves, 


DISC FACTORIES. 
LAG IN ORDERS 











uan- 
Columbia’s two factories, one 
eport, Conn., and the other 
in California, are working 24 hours 
a day in three shifts and turning out 


|}approximately 150,000 platters daily. 
Gordon V. Thompson of Toronto,| victor’s pressing capacities are be- 


Meantime they placed _ their | 


who has the North American rights, | ing equally extended, the company | 


while another excerpt, ‘We'll Meet | working its machines in two shifts 
| Again,’ by the writers of ‘England,’ | o¢ 





+ ; nine hours apiece. However, 
| is the nucleus of their own new U.S. |those two shifts are spread over 
| publishing venture. ithree plants as against Columbia’s 
two. Victor’s production is centered 


jin Camden, N. J., Indianapolis, and 
Report E. B. Marks Asks | ssoiner sis in Chora, 
$200,000 and Contract | 





heavy particularly in the recently 








reduced price classical sides. Latter 
have been selling so sharply that 
lf Catalog Goes BMI tks production is taking prece- 
; omen over popular sides. 
| Edward B. Marks is still negotiat-| Columbia recently instituted a 


ing with Broadcast Music, Inc., for | school to train recruits in the opera- 
the performing rights to his catalog.|tion of the pressing machines, not 
|Marks declared Monday (4) that only to add more men, but to cre- 


been submitted to him by BMI but|tional conscription’s 
that so far the right one had not | that field. 
come along. | 

Report in the music industry has - . 
been that Marks set as the basis of Giveaway Uses Music, 
a BMI deal an annual guarantee of | tie ° 
$200,000 and a contract for 10 years. Irving Berlin, Inc., Sues 
It was also reported that BMI has} Philadelphia, Nov. 5. 
in turn insisted that Marks provide | Dhetin. Ene. Bled sult in 

S. District Court last week for 


inroads _ into 





Irving 


along with BMI, but this is dismissed | 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Ted Shapiro's ‘Handful of Stars,’ from Metro’s ‘Hullabaloo,’ is a tune 
the pianist-composer has been tickling out as a thematic for some nine 
years, in between Sophie Tucker’s numbers. Shapiro, as her accompanist 
for many years, would use it as an incidental strain. Four years ago 
when Louis K. Sidney was producing Soph’s radio show he suggested 
Shapiro get some words set to his tune, but not until recently did Jack 
Lawrence fashion it into its present shape. When Sidney again heard it 
he spotted it as the theme of his first Metro filmusical production, ‘Hulla- 
baloo’. 





Local 802 of the American Federation of Musicians is circularizing jts 
members with copies of a letter mailed to Arnold Johnson re the pro- 
Willkie ad in Variery last week. Letter takes Arnold to task for en. 
deavoring to create the impression that the ad ‘represented the views of 
802’ and condemns him for a ‘deliberately misleading’ presentation. Re. 
prints of the ad in question were handed out all of the latter part of last 
week to musicians entering and leaving 802’s offices in New York. 

Johnson, in turn, wrote Local 802 refuting its attitude. 








Despite the threat of a break between the network and the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers Jan. 1 there assertedly has 
been no letup in the inquiries made around the music business for ASCAP- 
affiliated catalogs that may be available for purchase. The inquiries are 
either from persons already in the publishing business or from those who 
want to start a firm but prefer to do so on the basis of a membership in 
ASCAP., 








| Harry Engel, who has been out of the music publishing business in recent 
years, now heads the Los Angeles office of Broadcast Music, Inc. Latterly 
| he has been with the Fanchon & Marco talent agency in New York. 
Publishing contract which Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has with Ray Noble 
covers his Indian series only and does not include his other works. 


Network Plugs, § AIM. to 1 AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (Oct. 28-Nov. 3). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, + stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
| after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 
listings. 

















GRAND 

TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Dream Valley (2)....... b6040 000 b0eC Rd SEE WSS 50000008 BR eee 33 
PE EU C8 fos. ck 5:a540b-0 Gaede babebeees CREE Coen een | ae 27 
PROCTIOD DERMOS FOPTOCE (10) ikn.dk occcws acne vcec ces seces ME se saaweveu 26 
NO a a a ok eh a ae ak egos wale aie See 26 
Pe OP OMRGN HO ie ooo idisdsine custavnssuseneres MODDING: «20.00 22 
Only Forever (10)...*Rhythm on the River........... Santly ........ 21 
Pe TOD TIPOOTRE FAO COD io. 6k5 00500 40v ides cavcwcsen EA 6S4aaNesd 20 
Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square (3).............. a. ae ee 20 
ae Ue Get FE a sd oe oda eceint 00. cows bs eWe e's eee ee a ksaedsxes 18 
DOU TOE TOMTOPGRD CO) 6 och ic ccersecseecesinkvcccce og ee 18 
| Maybe (14)... ..cccccccccccccccccccccserccccecsssscens TRODOINE .vs>.08 17 
fe ath OO OEE OO give 0 dca deaaeh oadlecde to oeceke RR Pe - a 
Two Dreams Met (3)...*Down Argentine Way........ Me” checeecs oF 
ae oR iar en Chappell ...... 14 
Cree I C0 aig 6. wae eee ae ee es baeruaseeas i ee 14 
Now I Lay Me Down to Dream (8)........ccccsccscces POMUICE 46s. sven88 
Our Love Affair (8)...*Strike Up the Band........... DOIG o0vicvaas e 13 
ee NE Yo o:5 5 hve vs BROS ORES DEST a en Harms - 13 
| I’m Nobody’s Baby (20)...*Andy Hardy Meets Deb... Feist ......... o ie 
| DOES BUST Be MO MIGW Bd icccscccvoccesecccivcsece Lincoln .....se 12 
| Rhumboogie (10)...*Argentine Nights..............6. L@CGS cccccccce 12 
REPOMNNO WINE CO ci edscs For CC Ka eS ca un ehns b8ss Ob kiKeens Bele Gis kuvsweee 10 
I Hear Music (3)...*Danajpg on a Dime.............. Famous 10 
Beene © meee Cb ira 058446 obo Lakes ckobewseseeceas EE o0sitievie 10 
Moon Over Burma (1)...*Moon Over Burma.......... Paramount .... 10 
You’ve Got Me This Way (1)...*You’ll Find Out....... re es ae 
| Frenesi 16 POPE OL Le EOP EET OTT TET ee eee ee 9 
Pe NMI E D540. cO Gas Whe O ee sane eelea ea wes ees Witmark ...... 9 
EE ONE CIB tae hae ees 606099 888S sever ees Marks .sccccse 8 
Cate GE We CAN y 0G) is v6.0 disk o iid h es e558 reeRRES ere 8 
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I Want to Live (2)...tBoys and Girls Together........ Crawford , 





atten JERRY VOGEL SUES 10 
| UNFREEZE ESCROW COIN 
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| 
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| Roy Webb batons 40-piece orches- 
| tra for scoring of the Kay Kyser pic- 
| ture, “You'll Find Out,’ at RKO. 


Jerry Vogel, publisher, has brought 
suit against Harry Fox, mechanical 
rights agent and trustee, in the N. Y. 
| Chet Foster and Bob Knight | supreme court, for money that Fox 
cleffed five songs for ‘Blondie Goes | has withheld pending settlement of 
Latin’ at Columbia. conflicting claims on Vogel’s copy- 
rights. The amount named by Vogel 
Miklos Roza awarded honorary de- | in his action is $4,000. 
gree of Doctor of Music by New | Vogel has for the past several years 











be only because the chains definitely 
want it that way. Our doors are now | 
open for negotiations and have at 
all times been open. If there are no 
negotiations, it is because the chains 
refuse to negotiate. They want, not - ‘ ‘ +s 
a contract, not the availability of the In anticipation of inquiries on the 
American repertoire, but a complete | subject, Harry Fox, agent and trus- 
and absolute control of radio broad. | t@®» informed music publishers Mon- 
casting. day (4) that a new phonograph rec- 
ord label, Tempo, had been duly 
licensed by him and that the platters 
had been turned out by U. S. Record 
Corp. for Musicraft Records, Inc., of 
New York. These records, he wrote, 
were selling in chain stores at 29c, 
but the publishers were do receive a 
royalty of 2c, which is the statutory 
fee. 

The Tempo label was being tested 
out from the merchandising angle, 
Fox added. 





License Tempo Discs 





John G. Paine, 

General Manager, 

American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers, 





INSURE WOODY HERMAN 
Woody Herman Orchestras, Inc.. has 
insured the life of bandleader Woody 
Herman for $150,000. Bought last 
week, the policy is of a type that 
covers him until he’s 65. 
Herman’s group is currently at the 











a warranty for every copyright in| 
his catalog. | U. 
lan injunction restraining the Penn- 
sylvania Independent Oil Co. from 
distributing song sheets at its gaso- 
line stations in this State. 
The songs were printed on the 
back of advertising promotion hand- 
outs given free to motorists. 





Enoch Light Mends, Returns 


Enoch Light expects to begin re- 





| November. Light is currently taper- 
ing off recuperation, at his Danbury, 
Conn., home from the serious in- 
juries he suffered in an auto crash 
in Massachusetts last summer. 


Leader will attempt to rehire most 





Strand theatre, New York. It goes} Carol Horton takes over vocalist 


of the band that was under his baton 
when the accident happened. Men 


| hearsals of a new band about mid-| 


| York College of Music. 





Adolph Deutsch was assigned to 
write musical backgrounds and 
handle the scoring for ‘High Sierra’ 
j}at Warners. 





Johnny Burke and Jimmy Van 
Heusen finished the scoring of Bing 
Crosby-Bop Hope picture, ‘The Road 
to Zanzibar.’ 








Universal bought two songs by 
| Milton Rosen and Everett Carter for 
|use in ‘Where Did You Get That 
Girl?’ Ditties are ‘Rug Cuttin’ Ro- 
meo’ and ‘Sergeant Swing.’ 





George Stone cleffed ‘Star of Love,’ 
to be sung in ‘Her Father’s Daugh- 
ter’ at Monogram. 








Herbert Stothart assigned to direct 


back into the New Yorker hotel, New |spot with Charlie Spivak band this|in that group stayed together for a|the musical score for ‘Men of Boys 


York, Dec. 20 for eight weeks, week. She’s a newcomer. 


short time then disbanded. 


i Town’ at Metro. 





been particularly active in acquiring 
renewal rights, either in full or part, 
on works originally published by 
others. As Fox has collected on 
mechanical licenses for such num- 
bers he has put the money in escrow 
until such time as the counterclaims 
made by other pubs had been solved 
by either court action or arbitration. 
The contention of most of the dis- 
putant publishers has been that the 
rights held by Vogel were not valid 
since the writers had conveyed the 
renewel rights to Vogel on the prem- 
ise that the renewal assignments pre- 
viously made to the original publish- 
er were not in conformance with the 
requirements of the copyright law. 


Some of the numbers affected by 
this dispute are ‘By the Old Mill 
Stream,’ ‘Goodbye, Sweetheart, Good- 
bye,’ ‘Honeymoon,’ ‘I Wanna a Girl, 





‘I Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now,’ 
‘Some of These Days’ and ‘Ta Ra Ra 
Boom De Ay.’ 
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Lombardo s Radio Burnup 





Guy Lombardo expressed himself over the past weekend as irate 
at what happened to his sustaining pickup broadcast over WOR, New- 
He was scheduled for a 30-minute program 


put when at the end of 25 minutes he had not played the required six 
non-ASCAP numbers he was cut off the air. 
such numbers and it was Lombardo’s plan to repeat one of them at 


ark, Saturday night (2), 


the end of his pickup. 


In his resentment Lombardo asked that the Mutual wire be pulled 
He also stated that it was his intention to refrain 
entirely from sustaining pickups and to devote himself exclusively to 
was straightened Monday (4) by WOR, explaining that the incident 
had been a mistake on the part of somebody on duty in the WOR 
Lombardo was also told he would not henceforth be required 
to do more than four non-ASCAP numbers per 30-minute program. 


out of the hotel. 


studio. 


The band had done five 








Introducing U. S. Sales Methods For 
Argentine Classical Discs Not Easy 


+ 





Buenos Aires, Nov. 5. 
Whether or not U.S.A. sales meth- 
ods can make South America into 
the mass market for symphonic re- 
cordings is currently being , tested 
here. Low cost distribution of al- 
bums, successfully sponsored in more 


_than 50 U. S. cities by the National | 


Committee for Music Appreciation, 
were worked through newspapers 
and musical organizations 

South American distribution is be- 
ing sponsored by the Instituto 
Argentin a de Cultura Musical, made 
up of top drawer social names, Felix 
A. Grisette, executive secretary of 
the U. S. committee, flew down to 
get the plan under way. Major dif- 
ficulties were these 


1. Although the symphonies sold | 


for less than $3 U. S. (and about half 
the normal price) the living scale 
here is still so much lower than in 
the States that it was a serious 
hurdle. 

2. Number of phonograph users 
here is small (no exact figures avail- 
able). 


To get the idea across to the local | 


distribs that the plan would help 
them, Grisette had German de 
Elizalde, chairman of the Institute, 
invite them to the inaugural ban- 
quet at which the idea was explained 
to some 500 socialites. As a further 
good will and publicity gesture, 
representatives of some 15 inter- 
American cultural groups were in- 








ON SHORT NOTICE 








|Teddy Powell Into Strand, N. Y., in| 


Place of Delayed Ozzie Nelson 





} 

Teddy Powell’s orchestra goes into | 
the Strand theatre, New York, Fri- | 
day (8) on a quick booking in place | 
of the originally scheduled Ozzie | 
Nelson. Latter was set back for two | 
weeks by mutual agreement and will 
come in Nov. 22, probably with 
Bette Davis’ starrer ‘The Letter.’ 

Powell will have the film ‘Tugboat 
Annie’ and Jack Haley and Pris- 
cilla Lane on personals. 


LAWYER CALLS 
ON ASCAP WITH 
RADIO IDEA 


—————_ 











Declaring that he represented a 


|major network advertiser, a lawyer 


jan offer of $15,000 for a_ license 


vited to the opening of the Instituto | 


headquarters and presented free 
albums. 
clubs were also contacted and 
wherever possible speakers’ sent 
around to play the music and ex- 
plain the idea. 

based on 
pointed 


While sales were high 
local experience, Grisette 
out something that local business 
men have learned from bitter ex- 
perience: This is essentially a high 
profit, low-volume _ price market 
Response is also far slower than in 
the States. In the U. S. it was pos- 
sible to judge by the first monthly, 
not weekly, and sales sag in the in- 
terim. There's also a tremendous 
amount of credit buying, something 


Impossible for the Instituto to at- 
tempt. 
Accustomed to U. S. sponsoring 


committees which would get out and 
work, Grisette also found that the 
difference in temperament often 
means that manana doesn’t mean 
tomorrow but the day after or per- 
haps next week. Advertising which 
followed U. S. layouts and was han- 
dled by the Buenos Aires branch, 
N. W. Ayer & Son brought a good re- 
Sponse but produced some unusual 
reactions. Afternoon papers, con- 
trary to expectations, produced the 
greatest draw. 

While reviews of the records in 
the press were good, it was found 
that many of the critics, including 
those on the largest papers, did not 
own record-players—a tip off on the 
Public in general. 


ASCAP’s Jersey Office 








Schools, organizations and | 


| 


American Society of Composers, | 


Authors and Publishers has opened 
. branch office in Newark for the 
handling of licenses in New Jersey. 


Arthur Rosencranz and Aaron Kane | 
— run the office under the direc- | 
‘on of Fred Erdmann in the home newly organized management part- 


Office, 


: Jersey area became directly oper- 
ated a few months ago. It had pre- 
viously been serviced by a lawyer in 
Private practice, 


9 | 


‘st 


} 
‘ 


calléd at the home office of the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers last week with | 


covering an hour’s program of mu- 
sic. His client's program, the law- 
yer stipulated, would have to hold a 
license exclusively for that particu- 
lar evening on the network. 

The lawyer was informed by John 
G. Paine, ASCAP general manager, 
that the offer entailed a policy which 
was entirely new to the organiza- 
tion and that before it could be ac- 
cepted the ASCAP board of direc- 
tors would have to be asked to 
approve such a radical change in 
ASCAP’s licensing structure. 


ASCAP WINS OUT IN 
NUISANCE LA. LAW 





New Orleans, Nov. 5. 

American Society of Composers, | 
Authors and Publishers scored a 

| 
victory the Louisiana supreme 
court Monday (4) when the latter | 
declared the law requiring a tax on | 
collectors of musical royalties un- | 
° . ' 
constitutional. Measure had been | 
passed through the pressure of the | 
late Huey Long and called for tax of 
$5,000 on each parish. 

ASCAP’s local attorney argued 
that his collections for 1939 for the 
state were $65,297, whereas the law 
would have cost ASCAP $320,000, | 
since there are 64 parishes. 


— | 


Albany Gets Papers Of | 


Warren Pearl, Moskowitz 
Albany, Nov. 5. | 
Music Management, Inc., has been | 
chartered to manage orchestras, eic., | 
in New York. Capital stock is 200 
shares, no par value. 
A. Edward Moskowitz, of 
York, is the filing attorney. 
also listed as a director. 


in 





} 


New 
He is 
ad 





This incorporation represents the 
nership of Moskowitz and Warren 
Pearl, former treasurer of the Gen- 
eral Amusement Corp. They have 
the Bobby Byrne and Johnny Long 
bands. 


' 


| has 


} ers can 
| played 


|have 


Murphy at Famous Door 


Spud Murphy band goes into the 
Famous Door, New York, for six 
weeks Nov. 15. Outfits do two one- 
nighters there before then however, 
going Friday (8) and Monday (11). 

Had already played three singles 
at the spot. 


LEADERS’ SPOT 





IN BMI-ASCAP 


Providence. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

This letter is not written pro- 
ASCAP or pro-BMI—but rather as 
the middle man—being chiefly pro- 
Rines, 

I thought you might be interested 
in an ‘out-of-town’ orchestra leader’s 
viewpoint concerning the ASCAP- 
BMI situation. 

My orchestra is currently playing 
at the Biltmore hotel here, and 
broadcasts over the Colonial Net- 
work (18 stations in New England). 
Anticipating that we would need 
non-ASCAP music for our programs, 
I have had our arranger concentrate 
on just that. I have found that our 
non-ASCAP arrangements are ade- 
quate for our radio shows, but the 
people who come to our dining-room 
keep requesting songs in the ASCAP 
catalog. 

I am required to play at least six 
non-ASCAP songs on each half-hour 
program. I am instructed that on 
Nov. 11 I will have to do at least 
eight non-ASCAP songs, and by Nov. 
25, 14 non-ASCAP songs on each 
program. 

The only non-ASCAP songs that 
the public have been requesting are 
‘There I Go,’ ‘Practice Makes Per- 
fect’ and ‘Jeannie.’ Now, then, I am 
faced with a serious problem. 

My band is an arrangement band. 
I don’t mind crranging non-ASCAP 
music to fill the requirements of 
radio, but I also have to arrange the 
ASCAP songs to satisfy my dining- 
room patrons. I would, therefore, 
have a double expense for arranging. 

In looking for a solution, this idea 
been recommended: Drop the 
sustaining show entirely until the 
ASCAP-BMI skies clear, and in the 
meantime take that money and buy 
spot announcements on the local 


| Stations telling about our appear- 


ance at the Biltmore, and that listen- 


hwy 
Wy 


Joe Rines, etc. 

This solution would not answer 
the national program setup, but 
should answer it for all local shots. 


Joe Rines. 





Broadcast Music Sets Up 


Performance Checking; 
Hires Col. U. Expert 


Broadcast Music, Inc., has engaged 
a statistician from Columbia Univer- 
sity to set up a performance tabulat- 
ing system for it. BMI expects to 
and tabulating 


its checking 


iforce at work within a short while. 


It is figured that this force can be 
confined to a few persons since most 
of the uses at the start will be from 
catalogs that are either in the pub- 
lic domain or belong to firms getting 
stipulated guarantees from BMI. 





7 } ~ 
eral publishers 


Sey yu 

during the past week that they pro- 
pose to gear their business, should a 
break occur between radio and 
ASCAP, to the expected spread in 


+ 1 
have declared 


Yn 
ti 


popularity of public domain music. | 


It is their plan to check the copy- 
right of every 


it is not properly protected the com- 
position will be put out by them- 
selves in competition with BMI or 
publishers affiliated with it. 

These publishers pointed out that 
heretofore they have not gone to the 
trouble of checking the domestic pro- 
tection of such numbers but that if 
their own works are barred from 
the air it will be expedient for them 
to capitalize on the compositions that 
are receiving exploitation from radio. 


é 


| ni ne Be | 


hear their favorite songs | 


Publishers Say They See Chance 
To Benefit from Radio s BMI Bally : 


number of foreign | 
origin plugged repeatedly over the | 
j}air and in the event they find that | 


NBC Yanks Road House Wires: 
Chicago and Middle West Plus 
City Spots Are 


Beneficiaries 





Elecivical Conga 





Influence of pop music, even 
On pure science, is revealed in a 
bit of whimsy by engineers de- 
veloping a method of sending 
electric power through the air 
for lighting lamps or running 
machinery. 

Transmitter, according to the 
Scientists, ‘is composed of dough- 
nut-shaped copper tanks called 
rhumbatrons to describe the 
rhythmic surging of the radio 
waves within.’ 


BAN ALL ASCAP 
TUNES FROM 
SUSTAINERS 


Los Angeles, Nov. 5. 
Harrison Holliway, KFI-KECA 
general manager, last week ordered 
all music controlled by American 
Society of Composers, Authors & 


| Publishers off sustaining programs 


! originating at the two stations. Edict, 


| which became effective Nov. 1, per- 
|mits only the use of Broadcast Mu- 
|sic, Ine, and public domain tunes 
| and was instituted at this time to 
‘avoid confusion on the switchover 
| in the event the ASCAP-Broadcast- 
|ers breach is not healed by first of 
| the year. 

Claude Sweeten, music director; 
;Glan Heisch, production manager, 
land Jack Owens are rewriting most 
of the themers. 


‘HOTEL MEN CO-OP WITH 
"RADIO IN ASCAP FIGHT 























| American Hotel Men’s Ass’n has 
yielded partly to radio’s plea for co- 
| operation in the fight against the 
| American Society of Composers, Au- 
| thors and Publishers. The hotel men 
|have been asked by the chairman 
| of their association, H. P. Somerville, 
| managing director of the Hotel Wil- 
lard, Washington, to make as much 
| use as possible of BMI music. 
Somerville in a report distributed 


| 
} 
| 
| 


among hotel men stated that he 
wasn’t urging them to drop their | 
ASCAP licenses but that after they 
had made this use of BMI music| 
they could decide whether they 
could or could not get along without 
ASCAP. 





Bon Bon, colored singer who left 
;Jan Savitt recently, is doing a sin- 
gle at the Hotel Lincoln, New York, 
backed by the Tony Pastor band. 
He’s working on an idea of a band of 
his own with backing of Mrs. Maria 
Kramer, owner of the Lincoln, 


+ 





SHOUSE SIGNS WITH BMI 


WSAI Commits Self, but Does Not 
Exclude ASCAP 

Cincinnati, Nov. 5. 

In signing a BMI contract Friday 
(1) for WSAI, James D. Shouse, 
general manager of Crosley stations, 
stated that the action did not neces- 
sarily mean WSAI will not sign an- 
other ASCAP contract when the 
current one expires. 

Shouse emphasized, however, that 
WSAI will not renew with ASCAP 
on its presently proposed terms. 


Brad Hunt band has left Pitts- 
burgh for limited stay at Tantilla 
Gardens in Richmond, Va. Third 
return engagement there for Smoky 
City outfit, 


F.C 4 





On the theory that it doesn’t have 
enough sustaining wires to supply 
|bigger hotels in New York and the 
middle west, NBC has pulled out all 
remote pickups from smaller roadside 
spots in New Jersey. Places effected 
are Donohue’s, Mountainview, which 
has Cecil Golly’s band, but replaces 
him Friday (8) with Tiny Hill; Rus- 
tic Cabin, which has had Glenn Garr 


all summer; and the Brook Club, 
Summit, with Gus Steck. Each had 
several wires weekly. Frank Dai- 
ley’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J., wasn’t disurbec because its 
talent policy is concerned only with 
name bands. Bobby Byrne is cur- 
rent there, but he’s to be replaced 
Nov. 12 with Jimmy Dorsey. 

New policy has been introduced 
by Sidney Strotz, NBC’s new pro- 
gram chief. Strotz comes from 
NBC’s midwestern headquarters. 


Wires that have been taken from 
the Jersey spots named will be used 
to fulfill commitments to larger New 
York places which have not been 
getting the coverage they should, 
and to devote more time to outfits 
situated in other cities. 


English Firm 
Cables Atty. 
To See BMI 


Attorney Louis Nizer was named 
‘exclusive attorney and representa- 
| tive of General Music Productions, 
| Ltd., of London, this week. Initial 
|cabled instructions authorize Nizer 
to make deals with BMI for use of 
| their compositions in U. S. 

Nizer informs Variety that only 
| first cables had been exchanged with 
|G. M. officials. Consequently, he 
| would not know until later what 
works would be made available or 
what sort of a pact would be made 
| with BMI. 


Blanche Ring Testifies 
For Shapiro, Bernstein 
At ‘Josephine’ Trial 


ner- 














} 
i , ’ 1,3 : 
| Trial Involving the present ov 


ship of ‘Come Josephine in My Fly- 


ing Machine’ came to an end Monday 

| (4) in the N. Y. federal court, when 
| . . 
| Judge Grover Moscowitz reserved 
decision and gave both until 
| Nov. 22 for briefs and the 29th for 
reply briefs. Plaintiff in the action 
lig Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., who 
‘registered the original copyright, 
|with the defendants being Alfred 
|Bryan, Fred Fisher, Fred Fisher 
| Music Co., and Famous Music Co. 


Last day of trial saw Blanche Ring 


|take the stand for the defendants 
| testifying that she sang the song in 
February of 1919 at the Herald 
Square Theatre in N. Y. for the first 
ime. M Ring’s former manager, 
Frederic McKay, appeared for the 
plaintiff and testified that the nger 
sang the song at a later date the 
Majestic Theatre, Brooklyn, for the 
first time. Fred Fisher again took 
the stand in his own defense 
Controversy involves the time of 
|the writing of the song. Fisher and 
| Bryan, the authors, were emloyed 
| between 1910-11 by Maurice Shapiro 
‘as writers and under the law as it 
stood at that time, any of their music 
belongs to their employer including 
all renewal rights. The defendants 
claim the song was written before 
they entered Shapiro’s employment 
and that the renewal ints were 
rightfully theirs, The song was as- 
signed by Maurice Shapiro to 
Shapiro, Bernstein in 1910, who pub- 
lished it. It will be up to the court 


to decide the actual date of the writ- 
ing of the song, which will then de- 
its ownership. An injunc- 

an accounting is being 


termine 
tion and 
sought. 


73> 
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Night Club Reviews 


| Nitery Followup 








COPACABANA, N. Y. 


Ramon & Renita, Juanita Juarez, 
Fernando Alvarez, Pancho and 
Fausto Corbello Orchestras, Samba 
Sirens (6); staged by Marjery Field- 
ing, costumes by Beatrice Ammt- 
down and Miles White; decor by 
Clark Robinson; $2 and $3 minimum. 


— 





Monte Proser, who parlayed a 
zombie into a big business now 


comes up with a chichi room, the 
Copacabana, on East 60th, the 
site of the old Villa Vallee, and un- 
der Clark Robinson’s decor the 
town’s prettiest nitery. It’s class 
without being as stiff as the Monte 
Carlo, for instance, which undoubt- 
edly rates with the tops in the Big 
Town’s atmospheric cafes. 


As the Copacabana billing indi- 
cates, it’s further in the tropical 
nitery cycle of. which there is a 
plenitude these days. When Proser, 
et al. clicked with their Beachcomber 
on Broadway, that started a wave of 
South Seas and congarhumba atmos- 
phere joints. Unlike the Winter 
Garden theatre venture, this is domi- 
nantly a Proser solo enterprise and 
he has a very likely entry, if he 
boils his show down. 

For one thing, with the excellent 
Pancho and Fausto Corbello bands 
he needs but little hors d’ouvres to 
round it out. The room is a natural 
attraction with its palmetto motif and 
a generous expanse of mirror 
. through which most view the show. 


The design is also odd in that those) when the Statler’s Terrace Room | tapjes, 


at the elevated bar, whether sitting 
or standing, have a good view of the 
roceedings. The banquet perches 
ikewise afford excellent vantage, so 
that some of those bothersome 
pillars, despite the ingenious decor, 
can be discounted, 


P ; ‘ | Sammy Kaye continues his swing- 
varez is a personality kid and m.C.| and-sway effectively at the Hotel 
from the Casino da Urca, also in Ri0,| Commodore, N. Y., with virtually his 





t aed . Dine - - , bes - 
with emphasis on his Portuguese | band intact and doing bullish busi- 
| chansons. ae a — pet 1S 1M ness in this hostelry’s Century Room. 
line with the razilian motif, and) 4 jittle extra fillip this season is 


it shapes up as a gay little show, but 
for the fact that class cafe audiences 


these days want their nocturnal 
divertissement in capsule form. 
Proser undoubtedly will prune that 
down to size. The Copacabana is 
| Rio’s smart beach district and also 
ithe name of that capital’s No. 1 
casino and restaurant. 

Situated around the corner from 
Felix Ferry’s Cafe Pierre, that gives 
| that 60th and Fifth avenue sector a 
new focal point for the night loafers. 


| Abel. 


VOGUE ROOM, CLEVE. 


(HOTEL HOLLENDEN) 





Cleveland, Nov. 1. 


| Sigrid Dagnie, Floretta and Boy- 


ette, Rex Weber, Marion Arden, 
Sorelli, Dean Martin, Sammy Wat- 
kins Orch; $1.50 minimum, 

Five of downtown's nitery toppers 
are slugging each other in a battle 
for musical prestige and the winter 
trade, but the Hollenden’s Vogue 
Room is more than holding its own 
among the hostelries. By bringing 
back Sammy Watkins’ Cleveland 
crew, always an outstanding fave 


| hotel bow, this spot is retaining the 
clientele it was in danger of losing 


| went Cuban. 

| Watkins, who shrewdly groves his 
| dance rhythms for them, is more or 
less responsible for it. Always a 
good mixer, he knows all the regu- 
| lars, as well as their fave songs, by 
|name. That type of distinctive per- 


the addition of Grayce and Graham, 
|}nee Bernhardt and Graham, with 
| svelte ballroomology although, at the 
dinner show caught, they aren't re- 
prising any of their Brazilain samba 
stuff which they featured so effect- 
ively at the Brazilian Pavilion at the 


| N. Y. World’s Fair. They probably 


extend themselves at the supper ses- 
sion, but essentially Kaye is the 
draw for the youngsters with his 
dansapation. 





pagne if telepathic stunts miss fire 
|always gets a customer to act as a 
stooge, which gives a zest to the 
hokum and hocus-pocus travesty. 
Weber, well remembered here for 
many. vaude appearances, is some- 





theatre. 


| hairless pate. 


here, and Rex Weber on his local! 


thing strictly different for the Hol- 
lenden. His standard routine of 
ventriloquistic singing seems more 
amusingly novel in this intimate 
room than it does in a large-seated 
A veteran of astute show- 


| 
| unusually good numbers, ‘It’s A Long 
; Day Tomorrow’ and ‘Beguine.’ 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Nov. 2, 1940) 


—— a 




















‘spot doing largest business in 
months. 


Jarrett opens the show with two 


He 


manship, he hokes up his mugging | has nice pipes and appearance which 
without over-accentuation, quieting/ should make him popular with the 


the fork-rattling customers through 
a good piece of pantomime re his 


femme contingent. 
Show is topped by the Stuart Mor- 


Dick Powell imper-| gan Dancers, a spectacular troupe 


sonation puts ‘em in right mood for! comprising three husky males and 


You Spare a Dime’ and a satire on 
‘Old Black Joe,’ which is as corking 
as ever. Marion Arden doing fine 


working neat character-readings at 
Pullen. 


BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 





job at piano during lulls, with Sorelli | 


his by-now classic ‘Brother, Can|a tiny blonde looker with a nifty 


chassis. She gets tossed from one end 
of the floor to the other, act getting 
plenty of palm-pounding. 

Running a close second for ap- 
plause is a team of table tennis ex- 
perts who treat patrons to a novel 
act. Coleman Clark and Billy Wil- 
lard give an able demonstration of 
the difference between ping pong, as 
the amateurs play it, and table ten- 
nis as experts do it. The act carries 
third member, Bob Larimore, who 





Ferryboat Serenade .........cccccssscccccees TT TTT Te TTT Tyr Robbins 
Goal TM AMOR as ccs caccsctedsccccccceveccccccececivec: Berlin 
*Only Forever (‘Rhythm on the River’)........... bane eaes ..Santly 
SE SEO 5 b6 sn baweKECE60 Keb d0 0 ba ehensecneees oeees neeeas Harms 
ee DBs i DE aa. ks cascnetsdube vesvcdcal Mercer 
PT 5.603 066660500065 066044 Feb end bes sad ecene fesenehene es Robbins 
Se Pe eee c cd aee eee ek 0 eee) tee Os er ree a ...Mercer 
oS ae Sererr irre rrr EEO, Pe aus be wasaed Chappell 
BE Dee CHEE occas wesereaded 4c cecuees Pr oe Peo EET a oy BVC 
*Our Love Affair (‘Strike Up the Band’).......cccoccccccecs Feist 
*Down Argentina Way (‘Down Argentine Way’).......... ...Miller 
A Million Deas ASO 2. .cccccscccccece je sabe cbeks tehkaws ABC 
When the Swallows Come Back............... ere eee OF Witmark 
Ca OE Te CO bs 00800 008 enh es rs e8eccees pebecsaknasad S-B 
rn eee Heh ccna eacwescdeb bie berewiekeves beeess hae BMI 
*Filmusical 
a 


mands of the large dance crowds 
and then comes through with lively 
and amusing original numbers. For 
the low ceiling, compact room it's an 
overly large musical aggregation, 
and thus the one fault to be found 
is the excess of volume. However, 
this lone deficiency undoubtedly will 
be gradually eliminated. 

The orchestra comprises seven 
brass, four sax, one bass, piano and 
drummer. Osborne is a suave m.c, 
who wields the baton, too, of course, 
and vocalizes occasionally. Arrange- 
ments are tops and afford plenty of 
opportunity for flash instrumental 
work which impresses, beguiles the 
ears and enhances dancing enjoy- 
ment. Numbers used during the 
dancing sessions include such pop 
pieces as ‘Trade Winds,’ ‘Only For- 
ever,’ ‘Call of the Canyon’ and 
‘Beguine,’ The floor show has the 
musicians in several original novelty 
selections with rich comedy twists. 





announces game, leads the cheering | 
sections and urges members of the 
audience into trying their hand/| 
against Clark, who spots them points | 
and plays sitting down. Crowd got) etc., some of which have the mu- 
kick out of it. | sicians vocalizing. There’s also a 

The Dancing Theodores are suave | Swell arrangement of Ravel's Bolero.’ 
ballroom dancers whose routines are In Dale Jones and Dick Rogers, 
smooth and graceful. Got fine hand.| the band has a pair of comedy 
Ginger Harmon sings better than! singers who land solidly. Jones is a 
she dances. Her pipes are strong| big fellow with a funny face and 
and clear, coming over the loud-|foghorn voice, and his ‘Wouldst 
speaker with solid effectiveness and | That I Kiss Thy Hand. Oh Babe’ is 
tonal quality. Act would benefit| riotous. Rogers, a little chap with 
from elimination of her jitterbug | high-pitched pipes, clicks in a big 
routine. Carolyn Clarke, looker with | way with “Danny Boy,’ ‘Shadrack’ 
band, contributes several vocals in| and ‘Dinah’ in various dialects. Os- 
pleasing voice to get her share of| borne vocalizes during ‘Maybe; 
applause. |‘Only Forever’ and ‘Call of thé 

Jarrett emcees nicely. Following | Pampas.’ Special mention is merited 
show, band plays request tunes for| by the hot drummer man, Hack 
dancing, Jarrett singing the vocals. | O’Brien, who hits it up in “Tuxedo 


sonality is becoming 1aore rare in 
this era of machine-lathed bands 2nd 
| poker-faced maestros. Outfit also 
sounds well, with a refreshing lilt 
and a smoothness to its few rhumbas 
that lure the older’ generation. 
Nostalgic semi-swing arrangements | 
of old pop numbers are its longest 
suit. For another asset, Watkins has 
acquired a new vocalist, Dean Mar- 
tin, who backs a personable kisser | 
with a warm, low tenor and an 
agreeable manner. 
Sigrid Dagnie leads 
couple of Andalusian song-and- 
dance bits; she’s the show’s best 
looker. With Spanish acent and gen-| 
erally Spanish-flavored act, she’s 
dressed up in a neat gown of bur- 
|gundy and chartreuse that reveals| 
|her oomphy chassis, Toe-spinning 


New Orleans, Nov. 1. 
Art Jarrett Orch, Coleman Clark 
and Billy Willard, Dancing Theo-| 
dores, Stuart Margan Dancers, | 
Ginger Harmon, Carolyn Clarke. 


Among these are ‘Between 18th and 
19th on Chestnut Street,’ ‘Captain 
Turnpipe,’ ‘Hungry for a Rhapsody,’ 


Jack Entratter, last at the Stork, 
fs managing director for Proser and 
an asset as the spot’s No. 1 greeter. 
Dante, from the N. Y. Fair’s 
Federal Bldg., is the headwaiter, plus 
socialite hosts like Jack Sterling, et 
al. The Copacabana is intended for 
that kind of a draw, which is the 
more reason for trimming the show. 


Ramon and Renita, or some other 
dance team, along with the two 
bands, are about all necessary. As 
it is, the present ballroomologists do 
too much. They do their own very 
competent routine and then he 
pirouettes with the six Samba Sirens, 
champ lookers from the current 
Broadway musicals, who go the 
South American way after their own 
stage chores are through. 








Town’s leading nitery continues to 
dish out choice entertainment whose | 
every item registered with first | 
nighters. Art Jarrett’s crew, mak- 
ing its bow here, drew large house 
at inaugural, and since spot is only | 
one dishing up live talent without | 
stinting on the budget, it looks like | 
business will be big for the re- | 
mainder of his engagement. 

Jarett’s aggregation tossés off swell 
dansapation which kept the dance 
floor crowded and the tables empty. 


off with a 


audience and him- 





The South American ingredients | 
are quite authentic. For example, | 
Juanita Juarez, songstress, for a time 
at La Conga, is from Rio de Janeiro, | 


where her husband was the maestro | 


at the Atlantico casino. He 


accomps her here. 


now 


Fernando Al- 
{ 


closer’s more natural and effective; He handles the 
for her talents. | self smartly. Band has a distinctly 

Floretta and Boyette, husky jack-| brassy style based firmly on rhythms. 
of-all-arts, catch on with a pot-|His brass was a little too loud at 
pourri of mind-reading, magic and|show caught. Following night, 
broad gags that are reliable laugh-| which was Halloween, floor was so 
pullers. Offer of a glass of cham- | jammed dancing was only a cneadd 


Liuzza. 


Minnesota Terrace, Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 








Minneapolis, Oct. 31. 








| will 
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THE IRWIN DASH MUSIC 
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‘DASH, 


1619 


DASH + REGCO 


London, England 
ANNOUNCE THE OPENING OF THEIR NEW 


OFFER THE RECENT RAGE OF ENGLAND 


“WELL MEET AGAIN’ 


By the Writers of “THERE'LL ALWAYS BE AN ENGLAND’ 


COPIES, VOCAL AND DANCE ORCHESTRATIONS 


WRITE — WIRE — PHONE 





In this recently redecorated Hotel 
Nicollet room, the town’s class spot, 
Will QOsborne’s novelty and dance 
orchestra holds forth for a month’s 
| engagement and provides a calibre 


NNELLY 


of 





. f i d tertai ip | 
CO., LTD. d CAMPBELL, CONNELLY MUSIC Co., Ltd. || to ‘the ‘spot's high standard. Die 
London, England pensing a brand of sweet swing 


which occasionally goes torrid, the 


| Junction.’ 
| Kato, also is prominent. 


| pearance 
| formance. 


| Osborne Orch (16), Dick 
| Rogers, Dale Jones, Lydia and 
aerece, Arthur Murray Dancers | 
(2). 


| caught, 


| Capital 


| band fully satisfies the exacting de-| 


The clarinetist, Karl 
Lydia and Julesco are a classy, 
polished ballroom team, aces in ap- 
and smooth in _ per- 
Their routines include a 
fast tango and a waltz to a music 
box accompaniment. The two Mur- 
ray dancers illustrate the latest steps 
and give instructions to the guests. 
A fairly well filled room when 
Rees. 





Encore Music Publications, Inc., 
has been chartered in Albany to 
conduct a music publishing business, 
with principal office in New York. 
stock is $10,000, $100 par 
value. Directors are: Philip Sha- 
piro, Florence Wister and Mathilda 
D. Miller. Leonard Zissu, of New 
York, was filing attorney. 











——s 








ia alana 
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AND FOR THEIR FIRST SONG GOOD LUCK TO 


NOW READY 


| 100,000 


CONNELLY, Inc. 


Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


Phone: ClIrcle 5-7940 193 Yonge Street 

















‘DASH, CONNELLY, Inc. 


{ And Thanks, Irwin, for the Publishing Rights 
in Canada and the United States of 


“THERE'LL ALWAYS. 
| BE AN ENGLAND” | 


We've Already Sold Over 


May You Have Many Another Great Song 


| GORDON Y. THOMPSON, LIMITED | 


| 


| 


COPIES 


Toronto, Canada 
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Bands at the Boxoffice 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. 


room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 


holiday price.) 

Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin’*.... Waldorf (500; $1-$1.50).............. 8 950 9,120 
Ray Heatherton. .-Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............ Pe 225 1,550 
Sammy Kaye Commodore (650; 75c-$1.50)......... 2 1,450 4,450 
Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 25 1,425 32,625 
Kay Kyser....... Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)............. 1 1,050 1,850 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)............ 4 800 4,800 | 
Abe Lyman’..... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 3 1,575 5,525 
Glenn Miller..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 4 2,150 7,685 
Tony Pastor......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1.50)............ « ¥ 400 2,550 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 





_ 
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On the Upbeat 


| 
Bob Neidig and his crew in at was formerly with Sammy Kaye. 
San Su San, Mineola, L. I. |Gordon leaves the Edison hotel, New 
| York, tomorrow night (Thursday), 
Johnny Griddle and His Five Hot being replaced by Mal Hallet. 
Cakes beating it out at the Turn-| 
pike, Hempstead, L. L | _ Blue Barron band signed for Po- 
| liceman’s ball, Nov. 20, in Memorial 


Jimmy Walker’s crew booked in Aud, Buffalo, 


Tuesday (5) at the redecorated Casa | 
Loma, Franklin Square, L. I. 














Fran Hines, WGR-WKBW tenor, 
| has replaced Tiny Scharz as vocalist 


. | with Tommy Flynn’s crew at Chez 
Charlie Barnet band plays his an-) ami, Buffalo. 


nual week at the Apollo theatre, 








Figures after name of hotel give | 


Harlem, New York, starting Dec. 6. 


Jimmy Palmer, vocalist with Bobby 


Week of Dec. 24 outfit will be at) Byrne, is leaving that group. No re- 


Adams theatre, Newark. 





Billy May, Charlie Barnet trump- | 


eter-arranger, shifting to Glenn Mil- 
ler. 





Les Brown out of action one day, 


last week to have abscesses on left 
eye lanced. Okay now. 





Ben Bernie band booked to play 
for ceremonies celebrating the open- 
ing of the 
Patchogue, L. I. 





Benny Carter set for four weeks 
at Trianon Ballroom, Cleveland, be- 
ginning Dec. 1. 





Kitty Lane, former vocalist with 
Bob Chester, replaced the ailing Dil- 


new Patchogue hotel, 





| 





placemeet yet. Byrne is at Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 


Billy Arnold, Once Famed 
In Paris, Is Sued By 
Showgirl He Wed There 


Paterson, N. J., Nov. 5. 
Billy Arnold, perhaps the best 





/known U. S. maestro in France dur- 
ing the 1920's, is being sued for di- 


'she was a 


lagene with Woody Herman band at | 


Strand theatre, N. Y., last week. 
She’s wife of Jerry Johnson, ABC 
Music contacter. 





| Arnolds 


vorce by Mrs. Bobbie Arnold, whom 
he married in Paris in 1926, where 
showgirl. Arnold W. 
Guldaman, his name in private life, 
now operates a nitery, the Club 
Rendezvous, here. Eleanor M. Ryan, 
quondam chanteuse at the Rendez- 
vous, is named co-respondent. The 
have an_ eight-year-old 


| daughter. 


Trial, which started this past week, 


Joe Glaser, Louis Armstrong, Les has been bound over until Nov. 13. 


Brown, Glenn Garr, etc., manager, 
hopping on sales swing through 


| 


Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas City, this | 


week, 





Ray Herbeck band off Columbia 
Records’ Okeh label. 





Jan Savitt copped trumpeter 
Charles Hausfeld and bass Johnny 
Cook from Joey Kearns band at 
WCAU, Philadelphia, last week. 
Kearns turned around and lifted 
Steve Markert, trumpeter, from Ray- 
mond Scott and Freddie Johnson, 


bass, from Clarence Furman’s studio 


band at KYW, Philadelphia 


‘and Okeh 


George King, following long stay 


at Bill Green’s, Pittsburgh, opened 
indefinite engagement Monday (4) 
at Edgewood Club in Albany, N. Y. 





Herman Middleman has installed 


small combo at Riviera, Pittsburgh, | 


replacing Max Adkins, who has re- 
sumed post as director of house 
crew at Stanley theatre. 





Edith Caldwell (Mrs. Chick Floyd) 
has retired as femme vocalist for 
Leighton Noble at William Penn 
Hotel’s Chatterbox. Pittsburgh, and 
orch is now without a gal singer. 





Francis Murphy's orchestra is 
broadcasting on late evening spots 


over WOKO from Stuart’s, new Al-| water Beach hotel, Chicago. 





Columbia Discs Add 
Joey Kearns, Les Brown 


Columbia Records signed two new 
bands last week for its Columbia 
labels. Joey Kearns, 
studio band at WCAU, Philadelphia, 
was taken on for the 50c sides. He'll 
begin recording next month on a 
year’s contract. 

Les Brown’s band, former Blue- 
bira cutter, has been scheduled as 
an Okeh outfit. 
couple of weeks. 


Band Bookings 


George Damerel, Nov. 4, indef., 
New Colonial Il, Singac, N. J. 

Woody Herman, Dec. 13, Fox the- 
atre, Philadelphia, week. 

Jimmie Lunceford, Nov. 9, Snell’s 
Dancing Academy, Syracuse, N. Y.; 
22, U. of Connecticut, Storrs, Conn.; 
23, K. of C. Hall, Rochester, N. Y.; 
24, New Civic Aud., Buffalo; 25, Nu 
Elm B., Youngstown, O.; 26, Aud., 
Cleveland; 27, Savoy, B., Pittsburgh; 
28, Chestnut Hall, Harrisburg, Pa.; 
29, Odd Fellows Hall, Wilmington; 
30, Brooklyn Palace, Brooklyn, N. Y. | 

Ben Cutler, Nov. 23, indef., Edge- | 


} 











bany restaurant and club. Charles} Emile Coleman, Jan. 8, indef., 
Blanchard, long a tenor singer at) Cire’s, Hollywood. 

WGY, and John McCullough,| Del Courtney, Nov. 16, Blossom 
brother of Annette McCullough, | Heath, Oklahoma City. 


WGY warbler, handle the vocals'| 


with Murphy’s band. 





Claude Hopkins, Nov. 28, George 


|F. Pavilion, Johnson City, N. Y. 


Vaughn Monroe, Nov. 23, Commo- 


Tommy Reynolds’ band is off the dore B., Lowell, Mass. 


Columbia Record Okeh label, the | 


first outfit to go out under the ex- 





Carl Ravazza, Nov 14, Plantation 
C., Dallas, week; 22, indef., Niccol- 


Teddy Powell, Nov. 15, West End 


Starts first sides in | 


| York Band Date 


| Joe Reichman orchestra starts an 


EADIE LANGE LOSES SUIT 





Action Against Band Leader 





Philadelphia, Nov. 5. 
The U. S. District Court on Thurs- 
day (31) threw out the suit for $41,- 





pentane Asserts That MCA Makes $19,000 Profit 
While Basie's Band $11,000 Into Red 





/900 damages filed by Eadie Lange, iad 


| niter re j i 

|Lopez. Miss Lange, niece of the iste | Count Basie and Music Corp. of 
| Eddie Lange, musician and song-| America, which books him, are at 
pees aa — we geo | the moment at odds over a question 
caused her a loss of $16,900 in sal-|°*,°™ eee ee ee 
|aries and dainage to her professional | sult rad Basie disbanding his group 
|reputation amounting to $25,000. /and joining Benny Goodman, with 
| She testified that on March 13, 1939,' whom he’s currently filling one-night 


|Lopez made his promise to sign her | d : : 

; I | t , , 
up for his band at $65-a-week, and we wawe tee petal esa Expsiplons 
$150-a-week if she got outside book- | Threat to join Goodman permanently 


ings. Four days later she entered is to force MCA to accede to his de- 


= fi eh das |mands for a more ‘equitable adjust- 
opez declare a e fully in- | ’ on pee : 4 
‘tended to hire Miss Lange and had | may oF comenenens. dn, Wis core 
even instructed his lawyers to draw /"8°- 

up contracts but had dropped the Through Willard Alexander of the 


idea when the gal instituted suit. | Wm. Morris agency band department, | 


‘I didn’t want to have anything to! ,; ff 
do with a girl who treated me itice |? Beeneme ERAGE, TANS eat 
that,’ he said. The Court concurred. | Using MCA of bad management and ; 


poor routing of one-nighters with the | 


result that transportation and other | 

road expenses left his band $11.000 in 

the red last year while MCA rte 

nered a profit of $19,000 in commis- ' 

END | sions over the same period. He wants 
8, BANDS 





of commissions. 





| MCA to fix a sliding scale of com- 
missions based on the amount of his 
earnings instead of the straight 20% 
taken by all agencies for booking 
one-night dates. According to Alex- 
ander, MCA has agreed to drop its, 
take from 20% to 15%, but refuses , 
to go for Basie’s sliding scale de-, 
mands. 

Basie has six single dates in New 
England for the Shribman office be- 
ginning Nov. 6. Alexander says if 
the situation isn’t adjusted by the 
time they are completed Basie will 





Columbia Broadcasting System was 
given the go-ahead signal by the 
American Federation of Musicians 
last Wednesday (30), and that night 
resumed broadcasting remote sus- 
taining band pickups. Bands had | 
been off CBS for two and a half | ™an. 
weeks after James C. Petrillo, AFM | 8 
head, had ordered a strike against | the question last week and the leader 
the net. was told that there may be an ad- 

Two CBS affiliated outlets, justment of the disputed commis- 
WADC, Akron, O., and WGBI,/ sions if he is willing to accept nor- 
Scranton, Pa., had been fighting with; mal dates that are offered by the 
AFM locals in those towns, |agency. According to 
leader has been turning down, on 
the advice of his managers, dates 
|that did not require much traveling 
l}and which were booked at good fig- 








Coin Machine Operators 








‘a leader 


up his band and going on his way. 
On the poor management charge 
MCA says that booking a colored 
band has its natural limitations and 
those are made more difficult when 
repeatedly turns down 
work offered. 

Curious angle on the whole thing 
is that Alexander originally signed 
Basie to the contract terms which 
he (Basie) is now objecting to. 
Alexander was an executive at MCA 
until he left to join the Wm. Morris 
agency. ~4 





Los Angeles Pailadium In 


Flashy Opening, 6,500 
Pack in for Tom Dorsey 





' Hollywood, Nov. 5. 

Palladium, town’s newest dancery, 
knee deep in the cinema colony, had 
its flash opening last Thursday night 
(31) to a capacity attendance of 6,500. 
Reserved space for diners brought 
$5 a head. Tommy Dorsey led off 
the parade of name bands booked 
into the hoofery for six-week stands. 
Artie Shaw follows, with Glenn 


break up his bunch and join Good- | 


MCA and Basie got together on 


MCA the 


Miller, Gene Krupa and Larry Clin- 
|ton among the futures. 

| Head of the outfit operating the 
ballroom is Maurice Cohen, onetime 
indie film producer. In for a heavy 
slice of stock is -Harry Einstein 
(Parkyakarkus). Others interested 
financially are Peter Mole, Louw 
Brecker, M. Gottlieb, Wayne Hare 
mon and Ed Malley. Considerable 
picture coin is represented by these 
names. Los Angeles Times, which 
owns the site, put up the structure 
for lease to Cohen and his associates. 
Downtown sheet participated in a 
similar arrangement for Florentine 
Gardens, a few blocks away on 
Hollywood boulevard. Building is 
said to represent an investment of 


e ures. State that a week at _ the | $400,000. 
To Hoof in Person At Royal theatre in Baltimore starting! Spot has all the innovations of @ 
2 Nov. 1 was nixed, a date at the modern ballroom, with six bars 
Waldorf-Astoria N. 7 Tropicana, new New York -nitery,| scattered along the edges of the 
’ and two weeks at the Brunswick dance floor, and upstairs dining 
; . : hotel, Boston, got the same turn- space. Scale for the estab is 75c for 
Will Bradley’s band is down to | down, among other one-nighters. men, 50c for women on weekdays, 
play for the New York Coin Machine| MCA says Basie’s intention of, with the tariff tilted a quarter in 


shindig at the Waldorf hotel, N. Y., 
Sunday (10). Bradley is a Columbia 
Records artist. 

Victor Records will run jin as 
guests, Glenn Miller, Sammy Kaye, 
| Lanny Ross, Yvette, Dinah Shore, 


ing they can do about it. 





Operator Asosciation’s third annual | dropping his band and joining Good- 
| man may be so, if it is there’s noth- 
His con- 
|tract with the office as a leader has 
several years yet to run but there’s| Montoya, maitre de, and Albert Brit- 
nothing to prevent him from giving , tingham, cafe head. 


both brackets on Saturdays and holi- 
days. Dinner goes for 90c. 

Earl Vollmer is assistant general 
manager of the Palladium; Alex 





| Mitchell Ayres, Erskine Hawkins, 





| Bea Wain, Abe Lyman, Gray Gor- 





; don, Ray Kinney, and others, and 
|supply Henny Youngman as m.c. 
| Youngman recently cut a platter of 
gags for Victor's Bluebird label. 


‘CHILDS MAY EMPLOY 
MORE MUSICIANS 


If the results of an experiment at 
one of their uptown New York 
| eateries pans out Childs Restaurants 
will install orchestras in more of 
| their spots. String has booked a 
small jazz combo to go into 103d 
street, N. Y. branch beginning next 
Tuesday (11), working only in the 
| evening. Group is under Curt Hodes 
and is composed of five pieces. 

Childs for sometime has_ used 
bands at its Times Square and 57th 
street, N. Y. branches. Former cur- 


LNAAAANANAAAAANA 





| DREAM 


By Nick Kenny, Ch 


Sweeping The Country In 


Words and Music by Jack 
from the M-G-M 


LI'L 


A New Nove 


rently uses Henry Jerome’s band 
and the latter, tagged the Spanish 


Gardens, last week (29) opened with 
Jerry Wald’s group. 


MORRIS BOOKS ESSEX 


Sets Joe Reichman in Major New 


NAAAANAAAAAAA Wuvuveuvuwe 












indefinite run at the Essex House, 
New York, today (Wed.) replacing 
'Shep Fields. Booking gives the Wm. 
Morris agency its second major hotel 
job in N. Y., Will Bradley having 
been set some weeks ago to go into 
the Biltmore hotel, Nov. 11. 
Reichman closed a week ago Sun- 


THERE MUST 





- paRADE 
of HITS 


adage, 





VALLEY 


Nick Kenny's Greatest Ballad Hit 
arles Kenny and Joe Burke 


A HANDFUL OF STARS 


A Whirlwind Of Popularity 
Lawrence and Ted Shapiro 
Picture “Hullabaloo” 


ABNER 


Ity Rhythm Song 


2y Ben Oakland, Milton Berle and Milton Drake 
from the RKO Radio Picture “Li'l Abner 


BE AN EASIER 


WAY TO MAKE A LIVING 


The First Big Comedy Hit On The Draft 


m H. Stept 


Pailin teat eae nants tir allan AOR hey Aye 








pected housecleannig. | let hotel, Minneapolis. 


Frank Bedella’s South American theatre, New York. 
Marimba Band (Argentines) is now| Gene Krupa, Nov. 17, Savoy B., 
the second orchestra in Rainbo| New York. 


Room of New Kenmore Hotel, Al-| Eddy Brandt, indef., 


Nov. 12, 


bany, Terry Shand’s being the first.|George Washington hotel, Jackson-— 


i ville, Fla. 
Bob Negron added to the trombone} Ralph Barlow, Dec. |, 
section of Gray Gordon’s band. He | wood B., Buffalo. 





indef., Dell- 


day (27) at Ben Marden’s Riviera, 
Fort Lee, N. J. Shep Fields goes 
into George White’s new Gay White 
Way dine-dancery on Broadway. 





| Mel Marvin’s orchestra is now 
|playing at the Edgewood, East 
Greenbush, N. Y. 


By Harry Woods, Charlie Tobias and Sa 





_RARRY LINK, Gen, Pro, mr. 
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Raa? f : , ||MARION EDDY FILES — 
Loew's Pulls Laurel-Hardy Unit = || -1syearsacoe |" voryyrany brorcy 


Out of Cleve. in Tiff with Musicians | baie, Bly, Aaown a arn 


Morris Gest received such an,Eddy Conrad and Marion Ed 
ovation in Boston, where his pro- | Comstock, theatrical perforr dy 
duction of ‘The Miracle’ was show-| filed a voluntary petition of harp 
C d Gl ’ § A. Pi ing, that he broke down and cried/ruptcy in N. Y. federal court a3 

yn a enn $ ». IC on the stage of the Boston Opera) day (1), listing assets of $450 shciyr 

House. It was a wish fulfilled for | liabilities of $55,140. Miss Eddy ia 
day (7), was cancelled by Loew's Rio de Janeiro, Nov. 5. the former Russian immigrant lad, | employed be the Somerset 9 An 
State and ali its negotiations with} (Cynda Glenn has shifted to Santos, | who had sold papers on the streets! House, Inc. and It Happened on “0 
the musicians local were called off | Brazil, for a fortnight, and then re- of Boston as a youngster. |Co. in N. Y. 
by the New York office last Friday | turns to do a Portuguese number in | | Largest creditor, David Seligman 
'(1) after a heated, epithet-throwing |, ‘carnival’ film being made here. | Paderewski’s method of showing) is owed $50,000 as result of a su. 
battle here, in which theatre execs | She was booked originally into the ‘his disapproval of the government) preme court action for injuries suf. 























——— , 
5 | 


Cleveland, Nov. 
Laurel and Hardy stage unit, 
which had been set to open Thurs- 




















accused Lee Repp, union prez, of Copacabana Palace (casino). of Poland was expressed in his re-' fered in an automobile accident 

double-crossing them. | American comedienne returns to fusal to tickle the ivories in @ Others are Dennis Shaw, $45; Ma- 

| Booking of two film comics at the States Nov. 27 on the SS. Argen- | Washington concert since repre-| rion Twichell, $79; Max Goodman 

Loew’s deluxer was clinched a fort- | tine, sentatives of that government were $700; Edward Smith, $89, and Lor- 

: night ago after Everett Steinbuch, stationed in the capital.’ |raine Brandriff, $92, all of Good- 
of By house manager, got a verbal agree- | 'man’s Wonder Show, Little 

Read What the Critics ment from Repp on pit orchestra Saranac Lake Sam Bernard and Willie Collier | Ark., Al Siegal, $1,900 on a i. 

Said About: ‘needed, Union sprang a surprise last were talking about opening in vaude | made in 1931; and the William Mor- 


as a ‘two’ act. It would have been!ris agency, amount unknown. 
one of the important bookings of the 


























By H Benway 
|'week in form of a contract, demand- y er _— 
nt: : Saranac: Lake, Nov. 5. ehiget il 
| for musicians during 1940-41 season, | Ex-champ Jack Dempsey, while season. Phill P k ( ° 
|disregarding previous agreement. 'stumping the Adirondacks for the ae | 1 y ar asino 
| . | President, stopped off at the Will), d by Mack Se f 
lowed, since State doesn’t want to aaa lai ns groomed by Mack Sennett for com- 
: | Rogers, mitted the gang and told edy stardom. Youngster formerly 
last year it played not more than a|p p R i 
s eae a1 eee Se Buster Quillan and Co., which had | Philadelphia, N 
half-dozen stage attractions, the last | a . P ’ _ " “ phia, Nov, 5. 
£ ns Ss Eugene Platzmann, who has been played the Pantages circuit. | The Park Casino, formerly the 
near setting up a new house rec- | : : eee co cant , 
snd. Chastes Raymond, local Loew's | age ow reap Pete os — Though starred, Ina Claire had too | cense after weeks of stalling by the 
~ | is also battling to a nice comeback. | little to do in ‘The Last of Mrs.|liquor board and unshutters Thurs- 
“ . ; ; Jack Lynch's, will be maitre d'hotel 
tracts will be granted major circuit | that were pronounced absolutely | With four of his plays due to run! with Charles Beroud as chef. ° 


‘ing a guarantee of 20 weeks of work ss 
| Series of heated conferences fol- Eddie Quillan, 18, was being s t 
| | inaily Gets Booze 0K 
adopt a regular vaude policy. In the /them why they should vote for was of vaude’s Quillan Trio and| 
and |one being Mickey Rooney, who came | pere a long time regaining his} Anchorage, finally got its liquor li 

a a ee countered with | Jack Edwards, who did the trick at |Cheney’ to warrant the billing. This, |day (7). 
me ar to yy" agher pig Sooo for |the Will Rogers, came in for that | however, was no reflection on Miss| Heading the show will be Powers 
ge gpm gp tage oe mange oH |annual check-up. Medico told him |Claire’s ability as a comedienne.|Gouraud, WCAU's ‘Night Owl’ 
vs ’ p ae back to Great Kills, S. 5. and | phan ~ neg ag at the Broad the- backed by a revue and Lou Gress’ 

; No more individual one-week con-| ere are a list of October releases | a ere cee orch. Henry Weber, formerly of 










































































houses under a new union ruling, . “on: re : . ~ : 
OPENING AT aavereé Dh new . ns okay or arrested cases: Jack D’Agos-!on Broadway simultaneously, George | Paul Hildebrand, once operator of 
eclare epp, pointing out that the |tino. Fred Essl Kitty H t | : 
: . re sslinger, itty oran,! Bernard Shaw was one of*the most! the 69th st. Rathskeller. h b 
RAINBOW ROOM cen Palace has signed a contract/Rina Rogers, Stillwater Texas; popular playwrights on the Main | named general iia ot on Beer. 
RADIO CITY:— NEW YORK or a yp meg red pveer of pit | George Franklin, Harry (Honey Boy)| Stem. They were ‘Candida,’ ‘An-| green Casino by Trenchard Newbold 
January 15, 1941 music, Palace is the States main/Clark, Maxine Miller, Kansas City;|drocles and the Lion,’ ‘Man of Des- the new owner ; 
; opposish and is the town’s only vaud- | Marie Froom, William Carne, New tiny’ and ‘Arms and the Man.’ x 
te 5 te ‘ik ik sini film stand. It tried to drop vaude! York: and Albert McGee W A 
ai ws, Oct. 28, j : ’ i 
nl nag all yl se for a spell during summer, but,/ The Hallowe’en party held at the} Arthur Kober, the press agent, Matinee hoopee 
a wank a tates Elliott's os due to inability to get top | Will Rogers topped any previous at-| was turning producer with ‘Me,’ new | Detroit, Nov. 5. 
Theatre, a sturdy gentleman a —, to quai State’s, it tempts, with entertainment and eats | play by Henry Myers, with whom | Matinees on night club shows have 
billed as Cappella lifted a slight a about «a weeks of stage | galore. Most every patient attended | he had previously been associated in been put in by the Book Casino. 
and graceful lady billed as Bea- J|* ows last year. lin costume and prizes were given the Shubert press offices. |Swank room in the Book-Cadillac 
trice, off the stage, and also off Having the cream of Metro, Par-j|for the outstanding getups. Judges ee | Hotel here is running off full shows 
her feet. and whirled her reck- amount and United Artists releases | were Winnie Heagney, Ruth Heather fat 1 p. m on Tuesdays Thursdays 
lessly about his head. canned up here, and making aj/and Mrs. Joe Bishop. Eddie Vost ‘AINA CONSTANT SUES | ont Saturdays —* — 
Hd ig alo ae ae healthy profit on it, Loew’s execs|as Hitler, copped first prize. Harry | They go with ‘less-than-a-buck’ 
tng thet had Happened all eve: || fcr here's no need for anything | Marin sped’ ®D. and van ace-| OVER USE OF HER PIX tuscncons “i "SSS"? 
to welcome the musical revue, of mere than five or six stage shows per |ond. Richard Moore pulled a nifty | 
which the act is a part, a little |) 73": |impersonating Dr. George Wilson G L Y, Y 
number called ‘Tis of Thee.’ It’s now stated that the State is and took third money. Ben Schaffer | Aina Constant, professional model 
broke into applause. Whereupon || abandoning all vaude negotiations |came in as himself and knocked off and actress, filed a N. Y. supreme 
Cappella and Beatrice took their Jjfor tHis season. Instead of playing | the booby prize. jcourt action Friday (1) against | BEST BUY IN DETROIT 
news and departed., Their eve- {|the Laurel and Hardy unit, which| Write to those who are ill. Murray and Sol Korman, doing 
ning was finished, and so far as I/had its Nov. 7 date shifted from business as Murray Korman Studios, | eee wo — nat ant GES 
this auditor is concerned. so was ||Cleveland to the Loew’s Ohio i Leon Stein, doing business as the —————— 
the show.” —BURNS MANTLE — < of oa = : . | Fi Sublishing Co., Dell _ "ca an 1 
Columbus, ‘Escape’ (M-G) is being Unit Review |Film Fun Publishing Co., Dell Pub- | S$ Every reem hes combination tub and 
. pra von en 8 . -priced restaurant and 
WOR, Oct. 26, 1940 lpushed up on sked to a Thursday jlishing Co., Inc., Street & Smith RX tocntait bar. Completely rehabilitated 
al eal gs i | opening, cutting current “Moen Over peggy Co., Inc., seeking dam- be a Convenient $0 au booking A 
and Beatrice who are grace per- ‘Burma’ down to six days. | ages. for the alleged unauthorized got gs gt 
sonified. Their telepathic tele- —— STREETS OF PARIS |use of her photograph. Miss Con- HOTEL WOLVERINE 
vision number tonight WAS THE || (KEITH’S BOSTON) | stant seeks damages of $25,000 Frank Walker, & 
FORMANCE.” BIDE puptey {| ROXY, ATLANTA, GOES Boston, Oct. 31. |_ FJaintiff asserts she had Korman Seamed: a shoal 
MAI oo DUDLEY ; ; Line Girls (16), Boys (8), Lorraine make some pictures of her in Febru- 55 E. Elizabeth St., Detroit 
; . ~ 115 ary, 39, which were published (Same management Hotel 
‘in | Belore, Sid Marion and Cliff Hall,| 4°Y 1939, w published in , g as ii 
Stamatin’ and Woatet e offer tl BACK T0 VAUDFILM Anne Crosby, Petch and Deauville,| Film Fun and Pic in January, 1940. Chicagoan, Chicago) 
ONLY SHOW-STOPPER, _ two || saades | Hylton Sisters (3), Don Richards,| The plaintiff was a member of the YW//U/UMUMMUMMMMMlls 
spectacular ballroom routines, Atlanta, Nov 5 | ee a rely re ga “— ‘Streets of Paris’ nienntestentnd Se ee ee enti 
which even stupid presentation Roxy. operated by Mever hotel i | “Think-A-D nk’ H £ Pepe Me Se ee ee — —_—_——— 
doesn’t spoil.” —Hobe xy, operated by Meyer hotel in- Phi k-A- rink offman; Gay | ‘Backst: n - e oy 
. terests, has switched’ from straight | Caballero’ (20th). mememnge Dhegeagures, series of B 7 
er ae Alms to vaudfilm, featuring name Boas | radio interviews with name person- est Coffee ore England 
Billboard ome am ine | Depending upon what is used for a 4lities and acts in the dressing rooms 
Walton Roof, Phila. Ina Ray Hutton’s band was first on standard of comparison, this _is| of the State Theatre, Hartford, on QUALITY INN 
oe and Beatrice, making list, followed by Lang Thompson ar cates ar = Gener Br _ thin, | Friday nights over WNBC, is also | 
WITHOUT “OUESTI ON THE and crew, featuring Peggy Nolan,| show Cousideriag the og — cee oe ae, ee oe | 
J Le I annie ‘. ee : beet d ale rr icy é f ‘ J ok | 
MOST SENSATIONAL BALL- | vocalist. Judy Canova and Annie| prices here, ‘Streets of Paris’ in tab a. v hades “~ Waterbury. Jack | LONDON, WEST-END 
|} worked with Thompson’s band. | form is a welcome change from con- acy handles the assignment. 








ROOM DUO to play this spot — “SOR RI a 


in many a moon, Overhead Other name bands skedded for} ventional vaude shows and a fair . : os —— 
spins of Cappella are breath- Roxy appearances are Tommy | bargain with a film at 65c. There is ne ; 

taking and crowd couldn’t get | Tucker, Ted Fio Rita, Eddy Duchin little left of the original production,| § The T HH E ATR FE of the S TA R S ° 
enough of their terping. Each step ]| et al. "| except some of the songs, Dr. Hoff- , 

fits the particular music, rather ]} man and the Hylton Sisters. 
than uses the music merely as a Sid Marion and Cliff Hall are| 






































background, Mixed team is evenly | a for the comedy backbone 
matched. Aft iv : »S of the unit, usi 
patrons still eVELLED Cones New Acts | Costello stuff thet pon egg pen ‘ite 
MORE” -—M. H. ORODENKER || to the legit ‘Streets.” The lemon- 
Stee. a shuffling act goes okay, but the} 


| SHIRLEY GAYE crazy-house scene was too slowiy| 
Mate) Recsevelt. Mew Orleans Songs | paced when caught Whole unit is 
“TOPPING THE FLOOR SHOW [| 6 Mins. apparently gathering momentum, | 

















are Cappella and Beatrice, the lat- || Flatbush, Brooklyn | and not anywhere near set.  ] 
ter a brunet looker with a nifty [| Failing to give much punch in two | Dr. “Think-A-Drink Hoffman,’ top- 
chassis. Their routines are differ- || pop numbers, Shirley Gaye is in| Dilled, is still amazing with his 
ent from the average and notable || need of considerable seasoning bke- | TOUtine of cocktail mixing, aided by 
chiefly for the ease of the lifts fore she will attract more than pass- | S°Me snappy femmes passing out the 
and spins. Offering is highlighted ||ing notice. She does not have a Samples. Frank and Jean Hubert 
yond Spanish suarpreterians | particularly effective voice, nor is re ee received for their clever 
and they responded to several en- || her selling ability what it shoul | drunk dancing and pantomi 
cores with rhumba and conga.” to get her places quickly. hail and are a definite asset to this a ; See ten Serres 
—LIUZZA Opening pop is sung ordinarily. (up. Routine is slightly trimmed | 
a Number from ‘Down Argentine Way’ | here. | 
7 is a*bit better. She has personality,|, Three Hylton Sisters harmonize in 
<A aeinarepelia however: Char. | ire seeniens of ‘Three Little Maids in : 
appella and Beatrice, spectacu- || aris’ and open i ’ 
. | lar Parisian dance team_now_at | ‘South American Way! "Gals oun talc tanid oo ew baa 
Mf the Nicollet, ARE REALLY | DEVAL, MERLE and LEE good in the original ‘Streets,’ and | Beyant 
SHOW-STOPPERS. Nightly they || Comedy Adagio they are clicking here too.’ Don 9-7800 
. do six, seven and occasionally 6 Mins. | Richards and Anne Crosby are | 
3 EIGHT ENCORES which has Flatbush, Brooklyn teamed for vocals of ‘Pot to Cook I | 
been . UN HEARD of in Min- §;} _Two men and a woman in comedy and Rendezvous Time in Paree.’| 
neapolis to date. adagio dancing. topped off at the | Peggy Alexander introes ‘Reading 
—CEDRIC ADAMS j| finish by a little of this type of| Petch and Deauville do a cutey 
iat _legit terpsichore. Rates pretty well. | routine as a feature of the first danc- | J rt L U B E i 
| Some comedy is attempted through | ing ensemble offering, displaying , 2 
Thanks te PAUL SMALL, of the exchange of coats by the men, one| some quick, clear taps and whirls GENERAL MANA 
William Morris office, who gave of the lads being in a_ sleeveless | that add life to the general effect sme 
us 17 straight weeks, and to PHIL || Shirt. Garter biz also figures, but | Ernesto and Talia heat it up with 
TYRRELL, who brought us from J/°t so funny. The comedy adagio| some rhumba in the ‘South Ameri- H. PIERMONT 
Europe and gave us 14 straight J/ Toutine, including a clever mixup bit, | can’ finale and help close the show in 
weeks. ; gets across nicely. Act is the type; a neat flash of color and excitement Tne Sneee 
| that will probably improve as it goes| Writing and Rhythm’ for an ensem- 





along. Char, (| ble number, For. 
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(hi AGVA Local Also Needs Pep-Up; 
Only 200 Votes in for Nominations 


+ 








Chicago, Nov. 5. 

Interest in the local offices of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
has slowed up to an alarming ex- 
tent. At the nomination meeting a 
couple of weeks ago, only some 40 
performers showed up, and of these 
at least 20 were not even paid-up 
members. 

After they had nominated a flock 
of people for the various posts, it 
turned out that nearly half of the 
nominees could not be voted on be- 
cause they also had neglected to sup- 
port the AGVA with their dues, 

Slate that was nominated is a 
cinch to be elected since there is no 
opposition, Jack Irving is up for 
president; Boots Brae, Ist v.p.; Bert 
Welburn, 2d v.p., and Bernie Green, 
3d v.p. There are supposed to be 


4th and 5th v.p.’s, but nobody was 
nominated for these posts. Lew King 
was named for treasurer, and Bill 
Baird as recording secretary. 
Nominated for the board of di- ON PHILLY 


West Tunes In 





Hollywood, Nov. 5. 

‘Just one of my many sides,’ 
quipped Pat West when he 
knocked off a C-note for the best 
original song submitted last week 
for Tommy Dorsey’s ‘Fame and 
Fortune’ radio program, and had 
his ditty, ‘Be American,’ used 
for the rousing finale to the 
stage show at the downtown 
Paramount. 

For years a vaude comic and 
more recently in pictures, Wes. 
is making his first serious at- 
tempt to string sharps and flats 
together. 











rectors are Ginger Giland, Flo Niles, 
Lucille Carewe, Mollie Manor, Ray 
Blakey, Carlotta Pacelli and Rosita 
Rish. 
There are said to be 2,000 listed 
members in AGVA here, but hardly ‘ , 
10% are paying their dues regu- ee PR erage age — Bal 
larly. Which means that perhaps 200 ay Cowen. Se P 
, : f them wail they’ll have to fold. 
progress in recent months. Since S ree 
June the office has failed to sign up a a eter ao 
any new hotel, theatre, circuit, cafe whats been happening A 1 a 
or tavern. day = — the sg Pay os 
Also hurting the prestige of the |OM ‘ree weeks ago by the ola 

union was the letter from the offi- Liquor Control Board and the Po- 
operators feel that if AGVA had any closed and music and entertainment 
complaint, it should have been made ae Seiued th ly bi 
direct to the cafe owners and worked |_.~!2°°. ScUsGays StS we CMY MS 
out with them instead of yelling nights in the week, nitery ops esti- 
‘copper.’ mate that nearly one-quarter of 

: their revenue has been cut by the 





Conlin, Sr., Jack Warner, Bill Tal- 

performers are paying to support the the blitz against their Saturday 

cers of AGVA to the Police Depart- lice Department. At midnight sharp, 
‘lights out’ edict. Wiseacres say 


ent, Bruce Jordan, Winnie Hoveler, 
Walter Kreidt, Violet Strandz, Ruble 
i i ill be eased after elec- 
GVA office here. night biz wi : 
ay here hae not made much tion day. Unless this happens, many 
“ey lainclothes detectives arrived and 
ment complaining about the manner Pp 
in which cafes were operating. Cafe informed the customers the bar was 
that the blackout was ordered by 
the Republican bigwigs to woo the 





ST. L. BURLEY PROJECT “rnc neat’ is expected to be eased 


|for this weekend. If the lid comes | 





St. Louis, Nov. 5. off, there will be a chance to recoup 
The heat put on the efforts of the | from the huge crowds expected to 
Tropical Amusement Co., headed by | come into town for the Penn-Cornell 
Sam Reider, vet showman, to start| and Army-Navy grid battles. 
a burlesk show in the Shubert-Riaito = 
theatre in midtown by the clergy of Pitt Ops Also Battling 
two nearby churches and the faculty Pittsburgh, Nov. 5. 
of St. Louis University, a Jesuit col- Nitery and taproom owners here 
lege, in the same neighborhood, | are getting set to follow Philadel- 
singed the undertaking to such an |phia’s lead and recruit a slush fund 
extent that it folded last week. | to try and get State Liquor Board 
Reider tossed in the sponge when/|to ease up on Saturday night clos- 
License Collector Fred A. Renick | ing hour. It’s long been a thorn in 





refused to issue a license after the|their side that best night in the | 


showman had hurdled several of the| week should be almost a total loss 
numerous obstacles tossed in his | because of the midnight curfew. 
path | Operators are pointing out that 


Reider said that about 10 members | Sunday ban itself should be suffici- | 


of the Tropical cast, including sev-|ent and that they should be per- 
eral chorus girls, have joined Paul | mitted to sell until at least 2 a.m. 
Kane, who was skedded to produce|on Saturdays. Cafes are feeling the 
the shows at the Shubert-Rialto in|pinch particularly during football 
‘Paul Kane’s Burlesque Revue,’/season, when celebrants rarely pull 
which opened in the Fairmont in until around 11 p.m. and haven't 
Gardens on the Collinsville road|time to order more than a couple 
outside of East St. Louis. Reider|of rounds of drinks before the bar 
Said he has no connection with the | closes. 

new show. Reider droped about Understood that a couple of 
$4,000 in readying the local house| prominent cafe men who wis#® to 


for operation when the avalanche |remain in the background have ai- 
of protests stopped him cold. ready started to raise between 
9 . p-venesgy and $50,000 to add to Philly 
N . fund in an effort to do sufficient 
ws Y. Cafe Shows Join \lobbying in Harrisburg this session 
ito win their point. 
To K. 0. Monday Slack 
; e bJ 
Cafe Society, New York has a new White S Gay White Way 
ie how to combat usually dull , D 1 
onday night business. Owners re- 
cently opened an untown branch On B way Opens ec. 
operating under the same policy and —— 
tag as the original Greenwich Village George White’s Gay White Way 
sat (old Cotton Club) on Broadway 
ti n Mondays the downtown opera- opens Dec. 14, with Shep Fields’ orch 
on shutters for the evening and the | the only act signed so far. 
mage there shifts to combine with White has the cabaret-theatre re- 
Co latter layout for doubled appeal. | ywe mapped out on paper and is now 
Ombination then has Teddy Wil- | auditioning talent. 
ety and Eddie South’s bands, Billie 
sa ay Sister Tharpe, James Copp 
» Golden Gate Quartet, Hazel Scott, 0 4 ? 
Boogie Woogie Boys, Call ff Withers Tour 
BEN BEYER’S COMEBACK Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Johannesburg, Oct. 17. Jane Withers’ proposed personal 
, Ben Beyer, vet bicyclist, is return- | appearance tour has been nixed by 
ing to U.S. early next month after | her mother, who thinks eight weeks 























Youngman Tops Vaude 
Opener in Brooklyn 


Majestic, Brooklyn, which has had 
a variegated policy, goes vaudfilm 
tomorrow (Thursday) with a bill 
topped by Henny Youngman and 
Belle Baker. House, being booked 
by Evans & Lee, is in downtown 
Brooklyn and quite a distance from 
the Brandts’ Flatbush. 

Youngman also opens _ tonight 
(Wednesday) as topliner of the new 
show at the Hurricane nitery on 
Broadway, which also brings in 
Beverly Roberts and Maurice & 
Cordoba. He’ll double into the Ma- 
jestic. 


UNIQUE SUIT 
VS. SHUBERTS 


Jacob J. and Lee Shubert lost 
their plea not to be examined be- 
fore trial, and must take the stand 
in the N. Y. supreme court Nov. 12, 
according to a decision of Justice 
John F. Carew. Operatic Festival, 
Inc., subsidiary of the Shuberts, is 
suing Nan Rae and Maude Davis 
over alleged breach of contract, in 
an action which bids fair to snap 
back at the plaintiffs. 

Suit is a prosaic action claiming 
the defendants, a comedy team, had 
had their option picked up but have 
subsequently attempted to work for 
others. The defendants, in an unique 
defense, assert the Shuberts lend out 
their contractees without an agent’s 
license charging more than the legal 
5%. They seek to break the con- 
tract of employment which, if up- 
held by the supreme court, will 
mean that all Shubert contracts with 
film companies and other play pro- 
ducers might be in the same posi- 
tion. 


TED LEWIS’ 25TH ANNI 
DINNER YIELDS $10,000 


Around 600 in the profession at- 
tended the 25th anniversary dinner 
tossed Ted Lewis at the Hotel Plaza, 
New York, Saturday night (2). Af- 
fair lasted five and a half hours, 
| winding up at 2 a. m. after a show 
| capped by Eddie Cantor, toastmaster; 
|Henny Youngman, Belle’ Baker, 
Dinah Shore, Capello and Beatrice 
and Lewis himself. Teddy Powell’s 
orch played the entertainment. 

Affair grossed around $10,000 at 
| $12.50 per person, which went in 
entirety to Junior Matrons’ Aux- 
Fovete a charity in which Sophie 

















Tucker and Adah (Mrs. Ted) Lewis 
|are greatly interested. Group oper- 
lates a day nursery in New York, 
'also the Sophie Tucker Playground 
in Elberon, N. J. Miss Tucker was 
v.p. of the dinner to Lewis, with 
Cantor heading the arrangements, 
but Miss Tucker couldn’t perform, 
| having hurt her angle in a fall on 
|Loew’s State’s stage earlier in the 
| day. 

Besides Cantor as toastmaster, the 
| dais included James J. Walker, Jack 
| Rosenberg, prez of musicians’ local 
| 802, Buddy DeSylva, Belle Baker, 
| William Morris, Jr., Adah Lewis, 
Glenn Miller, Kay Kyser and several 
|; non-pro prominents, 


Frisco AGVA Wants 
Rooney for Ist Benefit 


San Francisco, Nov. 5. 

Local American Guild of Variety 
Artists headquarters trying to get 
Mickey Rooney to topline a midnight 
| benefit show at the Golden Gate 
| (RKO) theatre, Nov. 29. House is 
| being turned over to AGVA for the 
| night. 

First show of its kind pulled by 
the local. 














LANES OPPOSE EACH OTHER 

One of the Lane sisters, Priscilla, 
goes into the Strand, N. Y., Friday 
(8) on a personal, while the other, 
Rosemary, has been booked for the 


Paramount, N. Y., to open end of 
| this month. —s 
Harry Kalcheim has also set 





NY. AGVA Officers and B’d Members 
Face ‘Communistic Charges; Stems 
Anew from Oct. 28 Entertainment-Ball 


Classy Vaude 


Milwaukee, Nov. 5. 
Although Arnold _ Skinkel, 
known to the professional world 
only as ‘Bozo,’ has been a vaude- 
ville property man for 25 years, 
he gasped incredulously when 
he got the prop list for George 
Jessel’s current engagement at 
the Riverside theatre. 
Exclaimed Bozo, ‘Look what 
show business has come to.’ Lis- 
ten to this: ‘For dressing rooms 
—about eight cots with linen.’ 








American Guild of Variety Artists 
in New York is facing renewed ac- 
cusations from within that some paid 
officers, members of the N. Y. local 
board and at least one organizer in 
N. Y. are Communists or fellow- 
travelers. This time the charge is 
based on the conduct of AGVA’s first 
entertainment-ball, held at Manhat- 
tan Center the night of Oct. 28. 

It’s pointed out that the chief band 
at the affair was Frank Newton’s, 
which is considered the ‘official’ 
Theatre Arts Committee orch and 
bills itself ‘Cabaret TAC Orch.’ TAC 
has long been accused of being Com- 
munistic in principles and tendencies. 


— od 
FL A GAMBLERS This was the organization which 
picketed the Lunts’ ‘There Shall Be 
No Night’ on Broadway because of 
the play’s attack on Russia’s invasion 
BLUECOAT of Finland. TAC was also named 











by Congressman William P. Lam- 
bertson in his charges that some of 
Miami, Nov. 5. 


the talent unions were ridden with 
Local gambling-syndicate is now 


Communism. 
suffering from most severe attack of 


Newton’s orch was engaged for 

AGVA’s affair by John Velasco, col- 
collective shakes in recent years. 
Situation grew out of raid on syndi- 


ored organizer for AGVA in New 
cate stronghold, the Club Bali, by 


two dicks. While shakes are more 
or less accepted as a pre-season OC- 
cupational disease, this year it is 
feared complications may set in, 
crimping plans for a wide-open sea- 


York, who was an organizer for 
TAC before joining AGVA and is 
still a member of TAC. For the time 
being it is being kept under cover 
just why Velasco got the job of hir- 
ing the band—and also why certain 
local officials and board members 
who had a hand in the affair per- 
mitted TAC to be tncluded in the 
doings, even only by the inference 
of Newton’s presence. 
Coming to a Head 
Repercussions within AGVA are 


son with the whirling wheels. 
Publicity over raid and ‘condi-| now expected to come to a head 
tions’ in police department caused | within the next two weeks. One 
Mayor Alexander Orr, Jr., to sendj step will be a complete purge of 
City Manager L. L. Lee a strong| those in the union who have Com- 
anti-gambling bleat. This forced | munistic tendencies. 
Bali case to trial, and a guilty ver- Among those against whom Come 
|dict with a $200 fine was added to, munistic allegations have been fre- 
woes of the operators. Not the $200, | quently heard, or of being a fellow- 
but fact conviction can ease way for traveler, is the N. Y. local’s ex- 
injunction proceedings, in case pub- | ecutive secretary, Phil Irving, former 
licity forces authorities to make an| Major Bowes amateur. Another is 
|issue out of the case. If gambling is | Charles Arno, member of almost 
|padlocked syndicate stands to lose|every board and committee within 
|plenty. Outfit is reported to have AGVA. Pete Wells, who was only 
| dropped $70,000 in just one spot| recently elected president of the 
| alone. |N. Y. local, is accused of being a 
A number of spots, where a heavy | fellow-#raveler, as is Thelma Flow- 
| take is expected, have been under-| €Frs, re-elected to the local board. 
|going expensive renovations. | Miss Flowers, incidentally, is also ac- 
At the Bali trial, while Defense At-| cused of being on the membership 
itorney Ernest Roberts was quizzing committee of TAC and is said to 
Detective Fred Rowland, attorney | have sent AGVA members letters of 
i'meant to ask, ‘You backed the truck | Solicitation to join TAC. 
right up to the Bali Club?’ Instead,| The renewed charges of Commu- 
|he fumbled and piped, ‘You backed | nism beset the known patriotic of- 
ithe wagon right up to the Empire) ficials and national board members 
bar?’ Got the best laugh of the ses- | Of AGVA at a time when they are 
sion from the audience. | greatly concerned with the financial 


status of the vaude-nitery union. 

Monday (4), Equity voted to lend 

‘Battle of Beachcombers | AGVA another $700, provided that 
" _ e|the Screen Actors Guild and the 

Stalls Both i Miami | American Federation of Radio Art- 

ists lend like amounts and that the 
| conditions of the loan are mutually 


Battle of the Beachcombers is | acce , 
Pee betes CR: acceptable. AGVA last week had ap- 
stalling Monte Proser’s Miami Beach pealed to its sister unions in the As- 


venture, due to Herman Stark and | sociated Actors and Artistes of 
jhis syndicate having meantime | america for a loan of $2,000 on top 
| thought of opening a Beachcomber | of the $60,000 it already owes them. 
|in Miami proper. Stark, ex-Cotton 
| Club (N.Y.) impregario, and his Equity Situation 
backers have a site picked out. = | While the agitation within Equity 
Proser, sponsor of the original | over the charges of Congressman 
Beachcomber on Broadway, also has | william P. Lambertson (Kansas) that 
a lease on the old Roadside Rest in | half a dozen members of the council 
|M.B., and license trouble, due to|are Communists or sympathetic to 
| Similar names, is stalling both. |the Red principles continues dor- 
|mant, delay of Washington to sift the 
|allegations has aroused resentment 
(Continued on page 54) 




















Providence Click 
Providence, Nov. 5. 
| Proof that Providence will support 
a first class night spot is shown by 


ine mosnerIn'which it nas teokes TURNER, B & K BOOKER, 


to Monte Proser’s recently opened 
Beachcomber at the Crown Hotel. | DIES SUDDENLY IN CHI 
Spot has been doing turnaway biz 

since doors were opened. 


Proser is giving food by Ruby Foo, 
|two rhumba orchs and plenty of | 








Chicago, Nov. 5. 
Max Turner, vaude booker for 











atmosphere with no cover or mini- Balaban & Katz, died suddenly 
mum. | Spot is under the personal | Thursday (31), collapsing just after 
direction of Tommy Marren. jhe had finished his dinner. He had 
been booker for B. & K. for the past 
two years as an assistant to general 
S. F, Burley Folds | Boateng manager Nate Platt. Turner 

| was 52, 
San Francisco, Nov. 6. Prior to his assignment wtih B. & 





Burlesque folded at the Liberty K., Turner had been an indie agent 
this week, and house is dark.|and before that was with the Wil- 
Striperoo was operated by Jack liam Morris agency here as local 
Railey. | manager. 

Situash is one of three North; Turner was a relative of the Bala- 


an extended tour for African Con-/on the road, in addition to studio | Frances Langford and Jon Hall, just} Beach houses owned jointly by ban family and started in show busi- 


Solidated Theatres, Ltd., of South | work, is too much for a youngster. 


frica, Last year the moppet played as 
oe was in retirement, moving here | many as five shows a day along with 
Ore doing a theatrical comeback. | three hours of school work. 





off a three weeks’ engagement at the 
| Par, for the Chicago, Chicago, Nov. 
|29. For the same theatre he has 
j booked Mischa Auer, to open Dec. 6. 


Morris Klein and Golden State Thea- | ness as manager of the Central Park 
| tre chain. Other two are Verdi, theatre for B. & K. 

| across the street, and Palace, couple 
‘blocks away, 


His widow and son survive. Burf@l 
in Chicago. 


ie 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 





The Revuers (5), John Sebastion, | 
Louis de Milhau, Paul Nolan, Tony 
Kraber, Betty Bruce, Katherine 
Warren, Demetrios Vilan and Ilsa 
Kevin, Music Hall Glee Club, Corps 
de Ballet, Rockettes, Music Hall 
Symphony Orch under direction of | 
Erno Rapee, Richard Liebert at 
organ; ‘Escape’ (M-G), reviewed in) 
Variety, Oct. 23. | 

ee 

With a strong picture apparently 
good for several weeks’ run, the 
Music Hall has plunked out some 
coin for this stage bill and the result 
is lively and impressive. Show is 
tabbed ‘Magazine Rack’ and is the 
fifth such offering. Publications 
represented are Cue, Mademoiselle, 
Movie-Radio Guide, Coronet, True 
Confessions and Western Stories. | 

Skipping the usual symphonic 
number by the house orchestra, the 
ensemble strolls out before a heavy 
backdrop decorated with mag cover | 
reproductions, Becomingly cos- 
tumed men and femmes sing a num-| 
ber similar to a legit revue opening, 
supposedly representing Cue. Ballet, 
nicely togged in white, next does a 
routine billed Mademoiselle, mak- 
ing rather effective use of the huge 
stage. 

The Revuers (Adolph Green. Betty 
Conden, John Frank, Judith Tuvim, 
Alvin Hammer) follow to represent 
Movie-Radio Guide with an orig- 
inal, witty song medley satire about) 
Tin Pan Alley. It’s the first Music} 
Hall date for this young group, but 
they're familiar via radio and 
niteries. They’re surprisingly click- 
ish in this vast spot, although their 
stuff is obviously better suited to in- 
timate surroundings. 

For the Coronet number, three 
framed classic paintings are ‘hung’ 
on a dark background, Louis de 
Milhau as Gainsborough’s ‘Blue| 
Boy,’ Tony Kraber as Franz Hals’ 
‘Laughing Cavalier’ and Katharine 
Warren as Whistler’s ‘Mother.’ ig- | 
ure in each ‘painting’ sings a chorus. 
Then substituting for those in the, 
‘pictures, John Sebastion plays a 
brief number on the accordian as the 
‘Blue Boy,’ Paul Nolan does his 
familiar juggling dct as the ‘Cavalier’ 
and Betty Bruce taps an electrifying 


routine as a _§jive-stepping and 
costumed ‘Mother.’ This latter, 
robably the best dancing Miss 


ruce has shown on Broadway, is 
the standout moment of the show. 

True Confession mag bit brings a 
ballroom dance and_e “sketch by 
Demetrios Vilan and Ilsa Kevin, ef- 


fectively done. Concluding stanza 
presents the Glee Club and the 
Rockettes to illustrate Western 
Stories. Gals are brilliantly garbed 


for their familiar precision routine 
and provide a click finale. Hobe. 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Nov. 1. 
Charlie Barnet Orch with Dick, 
Don and Dinah, Loper and Barret. 
Bob Carroll, Harriet Clark, Ford 
Leary, Abbott and Costello; ‘No 
Time for Comedy’ (WB). 
——— | 
If you like your music hot, loud | 
and brassy, Charlie Barnett’s com-| 
bination is made to order. Outfit is 
currently handing out an_  over- 
load of jittermania and its reception 
by the early-bird jivers was plenty 
boisterous and out of-turn for this 
usually more politely routined de- 
luxer. Barnet is carrying 18 people 
for this showing, which includes five 
horns, four trombs and four saxes 
(besides his own instrument par- 
ticipation), so that there is consider- 
able strain on the eardrums most of 
the time. At this catching, there 
seemed to be practically no sweet 
music in the setup. 
Two straight opening numbers of 


the all-out genre drew heavy 
plaudits. Dick, Don and Dinah fol- 
lew in the groove, bowing in with 
their comedy legging and building 
solidly through acro work. Their 
trick tumbling with the large rub- 
ber ball is a neat novelty. The en- 


semble clicks next with ‘Pompton 


Turnpike,’ the mere announcement 
of which was good for yelps. 

30b Carroll’s baritoning of ‘Only 
Forever’ and ‘Summertime’ is neat 
and garnered him a double encore, 
‘That’s For Me’ and ‘Whispering 
Grass.’ Loper and Barrat prove 


smooth and distinctive modern dance 
stylists, though a few more touches 
in the turn would give it backbone. 
The band’s ‘Indian Suite’ is the top 
brass sender of the program, offer- 
ing a swell show spot for the drums, 
which are amply exploited by Cliff 
Leeman. The fans didn’t seem able 
to get enough of hometown boy 
Ford Leary, alternating his vocals 
and tromb at the mike and scoring 
with ‘Rhumboogie,’ ‘Inspiration’ and 
‘Shadrack.’ Harriet Clark, billed, 
did not show. 

Abbott and Costello are right in 
character and atmosphere for this 
show. They break their appearances 
into two distinct spots, each of which 
could be better set if less abruptly 
terminated. Boys have developed a 
sock delivery and their routines had 
the customers in knots. It is their 
style undoubtedly which rates the 
bows rather than their material, 
which many of the customers must 
find familiar. 

When calling for requests, they 
identify their routines by set titles, 
such as the ‘baseball’ bit, which tags 


| got 


+ sign behind Johnny Woods, 


them as comedy craftsmen of an 
older school. It’s a long span since 
their last appearance here in their 
burley days, but they prove again 
that salesmanship still tops the list 
in success stories of show biz. 

Slim crowd first showing opening 
day (1). Burton. 


EARLE, WASH. 





Washington, Nov. 2 
Del Rios (3), Johnny Woods, M lt 

Herth Trio, Sixteen Gae Foster Girls; 

‘Rhythm on the River’ (Par). 


House is getting along on only 
three acts this week, but each Is 
solid in its field and house line 


comes through niftily with incidental 
specialties and atmosphere to give 
appearance of quite a show. Roxy- 
ette Eileen Ritter not only works 
usual community sing stunt but 
gives neat twist to amateur soloist 
gag by rounding up a quartet from 
audience each show. 

Show is entitled ‘Charm Bracelet 
Revue’ and opens with spotlight on 
one set of figures on bracelet painted 
on drop, but idea apparently gets 
lost in the rush, except for one more 
reference midway in show. Line 
leads off with each ‘gal wearing two 
tom-toms strapped to her waist and 
keeping up intricate walloping both 
of her own and her neighbors’ dur- 
ing formations for happy opener. 
Line falls back against bamboo drop 
as Del Rios, two men and a girl,} 
bounce out in black and white satin 


for striking strong-arm balancing 
turn. Girl works in the middle on 


all the three-hTfgh variations, which 
consistent applause. Tops is} 
smartly built stunt with femme 
standing on bottom chap’s shoulders 
and bending backwards as top man 
does handstand on her hipbones. 
Curtains open on ‘On the Aijir’| 
who 
goes right into clever ditty, ‘Radio 
Psychosis,’ about announcer who 


| talks in his sleep and follows with 


fastest succession of impersonations 
served here this season. He not only 
tosses off Fred Allen, Vallee, Bernie, 
Kate Smith, W. C. Fields, Winchell 


and Uncle Ezra, but invades the 
political field with Kaltenborn, 
F.D.R. and a crack about Willkie’s 


theme song, ‘Lead Kindly Light— 
and Power,’ although he offers no 
impersonation of G.O.P. candidate. 
Determined applause lasted through 
full ute of Milt Herth Trio, on 
next, but he didn’t encore at show 
caught. Herth crew—piano, drums 
and Hammond organ—got a sound 
reception, especially on its ‘Whistler 
and his Dog,’ which good part of the 


ry} 
min 


+ customers knew via the platters, and 


on drummer’s vibraphoning of ‘After 
You've Gone.’ Line trio slips on to 
launch finale with cute vocalizing 
of ‘Ferryboat Serenade’ and Herth 
Trio is hauled back on platform to 
join pit orch in beating out time for 
smooth precision tap finish. 

Biz good at performance caught. 

Craig. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Nov. 2. 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch (14) with 
Helen O'Connell and Bob Eberle, 
Emerald Sistérs (2), Moke and Poke; 
‘Angels Over Broadway’ (RKO). 


Jimmy Dorsey has blossomed con- 
siderably as a showman since his 
last appearance on this stage when 
with brother Tommy, they had one 
of their first cracks at personals here 


some years ago, He fronts his 
combo pleasingly, handling intros 
smoothly and pitching in with his 


top sax-tooting and generally mak- 
ing for well-rounded entertainment. 
| Outfit is a bit heavy and possibly 
overbalanced on the brass, but gen- 
eral effect is good, and mixing up of 
selections for change of pace is 
nicely handled. Attracted a recep- 
tion On opening appearance and 
built steadily throughout 
Following swingy theme, band’s 
vocalist, Helen O’Connell, takes hold 
session of tunes _ including 


x ++} 
Witn 


Practice Makes Perfect,’ ‘All of Me’ 
and ‘Madame La _ Zonga.’ An- 
nouncing arrangement of ‘On the 
Trail,’ Dorsey, sensing type of audi- 


ence out front when caught, quickiy 
chenged it to ‘Cherokee’ with audible 
response justifying switch. 

Emerald Sisters (2) in strong ses- 
sion of tumbling, take hold here 
smartly, milking every bit of audi- 
ence response by clever selling. 
Close with socko double tumbling 
bit over and under a table. Make 
for good change of mood and set 
matters for hectic session at the 
hides by Buddy Schutz, beating out 
‘A Man and His Drums.’ 

Bob Eberle next and a bang from 
the very teeoff. Warbles ‘A Million 
Dreams,’ ‘I'll Never Smile.’ ‘The 
Breeze and I’ and with Miss O’Con- 
nell, ‘Do It Again,’ smartly handled 
and well sold. Had trouble getting 
off, begging away with intro of 
Moke and Poke, two sepian hotcha 
hoofers. Jivers open with a vocal, 
followed by comedy hoofery cli- 
maxed with a very funny bit of 
jitterbugging good for plenty of 
bends. 

Band closes solidly with ‘Old John 
Silver,” okay for a series of good 
curtains and the right blowoff. 

Biz okay. Burm. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Sophie Tucker, Harry Richman, 
Joe E. Lewis, Chandra-Kaly Dancers, | 
4 Chester Hale Girls, Ruby Zwer-| 
ling’s House orch; [The Howards of 
Virginia’ (Col.). 





Harry Richman, Sophie Tucker } 
and Joe E. Lewis all on one bill in | 
a vaudeville house is reminiscent of | 
the old two-a-day Palace, but with | 
four or five supporting acts missing. | 
As Eddie Cantor, who was called 
down from the crowded loge to take 
a bow at the last show opening night, | 
summed it up: 

‘If there were more shows of | 


this kind, vaudeville would be 
back where it was.’ 
He meant that vaudeville wouid 


be more popular—and _ certainly | 
more palatable than the State’s show 
of the previous week, which had 
Lolly Parsons’ unit of untalented | 
Hollywood names. Tucker, Richman | 
and Lewis are names to conjure 
with, plus the nostalgic vafue of the 
former two, and, even if their show 
isn’t entirely complete in the true 
sense of variety entertainment, they 
are a natural buy for customers. 
They give the State the best-dressed | 
marquee on Broadway this week, | 
and it’s regretted that the State/| 
didn’t go whole hog and furnish a 
well-rounded show to fill in between 
and around ‘em. As is, they are 
three headliners socko in their indi- 
vidual talents, but the big stage 
looks very bare despite the efforts of | 
the three singles to spread out and | 
make it look like a production. 

With the Chandra-Kaly Dance.s | 
(3), classical interpreters of the 
rhumba rhythm in dancing, Sophie, 


Richman and Lewis came heye in- 
tact from their long run at Ben| 
Marden’s Riviera. They were suc- 


| cessful nitery b.o. and will unques- | 


tionably repeat here. Total cost of | 
this show is around $9,500, slightly | 
more in dollars than Lolly Parsons’ | 
unit, and tons and tons greater in 
talent. 

The big news about this show, | 
however, is neither Miss Tucker nor | 
Richman, It’s Joe E. Lewis’ continu- 
ance as a great monologist and | 
ability to hold an audience, as he did | 
opening night, for long stretches and 
keep them listening. He still should 
switch his material when in theatres 
and away from the nocturnal wisen- 
heimers, but there can be no ques- 
tion as to his fine ability as a droll | 
comedian. He rinses as one of. the 
best to come up since the last top- 
notch monologist, Julius Tannen, 
slipped down. 

Lewis holds together what there is 
of sequence in this-show. He first 
brings on Sophie, who goes over 
with ‘The Better the Loving Will Be’ 
and ‘Why Go to Havana,’ two rowdy | 
specials. Opening night, Lewis 
brought out Ted Lewis from the! 
wings to conduct the orch (on the} 
stage) through ‘Some of These Days’ | 
while Miss Tucker did a chorus of | 


| the tune with which she’s been most 


identified. Following Miss Tucker | 
comes the first of two routines by | 
the Chandra-Kaly Dancers, who im- 
press as too artistic for vaude houses 
as the latter are today and more 
suitable for the classier clubs. Then 
Lewis goes into his own long rou- 
tine, highlighted by his parsing of 
some of the screwball modern pop 
tunes, especially ‘Hold Tight,’ and a 
devastation of radio commercials. 

Richman follows the second rou- 
tine by the dance trio for a pop 
songfest, including ‘It’s Your Broad- 
way,’ a medley, ‘Wrap Your Dreams 
in the Red, White and Blue,’ and 
then some gay ’90s tunes. Four 
Chester Hale girls back up the latter 
with meaningless and not-too-well- 
done dance steps in costume. An 
afterpiece, with Lewis and Sophie in 
old-fashioned bathing suits and 
clowning with Richman, is the| 
show’s actual blowoff, but not so 
opening night. Cantor had been 
spotted in the loge, as was Ed Sulli- 
van, the N.Y. News’ columnist-actor, 
ind they were called down to the 
stage. Sullivan gave the trio a puff 
and retired to the back; Cantor al-| 
most gave the house a complete act | 
except for songs. It was very evi- 
dent that he and Sophie had kissed 
and made up following their-friendly 
plit over the AFA-stagehands vs 
Four A’s matter of a couple cf years 
ago 


As a result of the guests, the show 


ran 67 minutes Thursday night, in- 
tead of the scheduled 50, and was 
an added treat for the big attend- 
ance, Scho. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Oct. 360. 
Michon Bros. (2), Bob Bromley, 
Jackie Green, Three Brown Sisters, 
Three Toppers, Landre and Verna, 
Peggy O'Neill Line (12), Charles 
Kaley’s House Orch (12); ‘Too Many 
Girls’ (RKO). 


Gate has pitched together a peppy 
lineup for benefit of those who can 
be lured away from election speeches 
this week. Few acts lately have 
garnered terrific reception such as 
accorded the Three Brown Sisters | 
end Michon Brothers (2) at opening 
performance. 

Brown sisters, three comphy sepia 
gals and a piano, hold dawn the trey 
spot with vocal jive, putting the heat 
inder everything from ‘Loch 


bill. 


Lomond’ to ‘Dark Eyes.’ Palm- 
pounders made ’em come back twice, 
about tops in encores around here. 
Michon Bros. who follow, have the 
cleverest routine to go through in 
some time, doing trick spills from 
springboard and bars that are fast, 
funny and dangerous. Gags, trick 
props, goofy makeup and a sort of 
two-man adagio atop a table reveal 
plenty of thought and good timing. 
Should have no difficulty anywhere, 


Deucer this week goes to Bob 
Bromley, billed as up from Earl 
Carroll's Hollywood nitery. Lad 


works puppets in full view of audi- 
ence, first on raised platform with 
recorded sound effects and then on 
full stage. Two outstanding novelties 
are a Sonja Henie skating number, 
which is particularly a honey, and a 


| flying trapeze turn. He got a hearty 
| ovation. 


Opening acros this week are the 
Three Toppers, working atop 15-foot 
poles held by an understander. Get- 
ting to be a habit around here but 
the boys tossed the pewholders a 
couple of good chills for nice re- 
turns. Closing single brings on 
Jackie Green in patriotic songs and 
Broadway imitations, most of which 
mean little out here where fans 
aren't familiar with Harry Richman, 
George Jessel, etc. 

Working in with the house line at 
the finale are Landre and Verna, 
young dance team. Gal is extremely 
small and takes plenty of tossing. Is 
so light she stands on her partner’s 
outstretched arm during one routine. 
House leader Charles Kaley’s solo 
spotted just after the opener this 
week. Warbles pops of ‘Lady Be 
Good’ era for nice returns. Wern. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Nov. 4. 
Dave Schooler and 21 Swing- 
hearts, with June Burnett; Judy 
Canova with Anne, Leni Lynn, June 
Lorraine, Five Hollywood Steppers, 
Joe Fecher’s House Orch; ‘Melody 
and Moonlight’ (Rep). 





Gal entertainers practically hold a 


| convention on the Adams stage this 


week in classiest show to hit house 
thus far this fall. 

Lone male on program is Dave 
Schooler, who pilots all-girl orch. 
Outfit’s mumbers lean to. semi- 
classical side, and arrangements are 
quiet and distinctive, winning ap- 
preciative hand. Several gals solo 
on instruments, and one group gets 
aboard swing band setup trundled 
out on movable platform for couple 
of tunes. June Burnet., red-headed 
vocalist, has an energetic style that 
gets good hand. Maestro turns in a 
smooth job as m.c., and at one point 
lays down baton to take spot at 
piano doing ‘Second Hungarian 
Rhapsody.’ 

Judy Canova, assisted at the piano 
by sister Anne, manages to please 
the customers with her usual hick 
getup, songs, gags and dancing. Act 
was better when brother Zeke was 
around to serve as foil, but clicks 
anyhow. Judy does all the work, 
except when sister knocks off solo 
at piano. 

Leni Lynn is a talented young 
singer who might be a quiet edition 


of Judy Garland Now on leave 
from Hollywood for p.a. tour, she 
handles operatic selections and a 
song like ‘Dear Mr. Gable’ with 
equal facility. 

Fresh slant makes Miss Lorraine's 
impersonations of flicker stars 
strictly worth encores. She empha- 
izes part eyes play in doing take- 


offs, demonstrating amazing control 
the orbs. Offering has plenty 
of speed and finish. 

The Five Hollywood Steppers are 
gal dancers, all lookers, who offer a 


over 


South American routine, and then 
come on later for some can-can 
stuff. They inject acrobatics here 


and there to good effect. 

helps, too. 
Biz good 

day (2). 


Costuming 
when caught 
Kent. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, O., Nov. 2. 
Hibbard, Bird and 
and Bubbles; Vic Hyde, 

Blondes (4) Christiani 


Patricia Ellis 
Larue, Buck 
Hollywood 
Troupe (6): 

Vaudeville may be 
regardless, heavy grosses have been 
pulled consistently at the Colonial 
with straight variety programs, bet- 
tering bands and unit 
That this will be the case again this 
week was evidenced by the fact that 
by 3 p.m. opening day the house had 
a much better than average attend- 
ance. 
Patricia Ellis, of films, heads the 
Miss Ellis is long on looks but 
a bit short on material, doing three 
songs. But her act is done so neatly 
that she has the audience with her 
when she makes her exit. 

The four Hollyweod Blondes, 
roller-skaters, give the bill 
opening, doing all manner of 
Then 


dead, but, 


Satur- | 


‘Argentine Nights’ (U).| 


productions. | 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Lowe, Hite and Stanley, Re 
Varsity Eight, Hudson Wonders (2) 
Frank Gaby, Gae Foster Girls. Pqyi 
Ash House Orch; ‘Mark of wonder 
(20th), reviewed in VARIETY this iss 
sue, 





n Yost 





Possibly because the rodeo js cur- 
rently at Madison Square Garden 
just a block away, or maybe just 
for no particular reason, the current 
stageshow at the Roxy has a sOuth- 
west motif and is one of the house’s 
pleasanter offerings. Several por- 
tions of the 45-minute bill are ex- 
cellent and all are at least passable 
Fact that there’s a definite theme to 
the show also helps, 


Corral setting is used throughout 


the opening showing a group of cow- 
hands around a fire behind a scrim 


With Ben Yost's Varsity Eight sing- 
ing a bronco song, the versatile Gae 
Foster gals then hoof a novelty 
costume routine. Each pair of girls 
has a dummy cowboy between them 
with each gal having one leg 
drapped in cowboy pants, creating 
the effect of a cowboy and two girls 
dancing together. Overlong routine 
dissipates the novelty, but other. 
wise the effect is good. 

Lowe, Hite and Stanley, familiar 
comedy trio, are on next. Sporting 
cowhand dud, they're a midget, a 
normal-size guy and seemingly just 


about the tallest human at large. 
They clown through a flock of 


knockdown stuff skillfully utilizing 
their contrasting sizes, finalling go- 
ing off with a novelty tap routine, 
Yost octet follows with a group of 
songs and including several mild 
lampoons of radio. Boys sing well 
enough and avoid stilted groupings, 
Then, as the Yost lads vocalize, the 
Gae Fosterettes prance through a 
vivid Indian dance number. 
Hudson Wonders present their 
familiar and always-acceptable acro- 
batic contortions, which have become 
smoother and a trifle less strenuous 
over the last few years. It’s a top 
act of its kind. Frank Gaby follows 
with his amusing-as-usual ventrilo- 
quist act, this time in Mex duds and 
a trifle overlong. However, his Lit- 
tle Cholly bit at the close is forte. 
Whole cast is on for the finale. Hobe. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 
Rogers Dancers, Howard Nichols, 
Janalee, Eugene Dorian, Fanchon- 
ettes, Rube Wolf and orch; ‘North 
West Mounted Police’ (Par.) 








Fanchon & Marco’s stage presen- 
tation at the Paramount this week, 
in conjunction with first local screen- 
ing of ‘North West Mounted Police’, 


is labelled ‘On Parade,’ planned as 
|a tribute to U.S.-Canadian friend- 
ship. Also marks the return after 


nearly a year of Rube Wolf at the 
head of the orchestra, and the 20 
Fanchonettes, who have also been 
absent for some time. 

Show is headed by the Rogers 
| trio of dancers and Howard Nichols, 
hoop juggler, with Janalee and Eu- 
gene Dorian, both warblers, plus a 
| squad from the 160th Infantry, Cali- 
fornia National Guard. 

Opening of stage unit is devoted 
to a tribute to the Canadian military 
| police organization, with the Fan- 
| chonettes garbed in bright red coats 

Finale is a hip-hip-hooray patriotic 
spectacle with the U.S. and Califor- 
| nia colors escorted by a detachment 
from the state guard while the Fan- 


chonettes sing and band plays Pat 
| West’s newest composition, ‘Be 


American.’ 

Maestro Wolf was given a cordial 
welcome on his return and favors 
with some artistic manipulation of 
the trumpet. He is followed by 
| Janalee, a cute blonde, who warbles 
}a@ number and then electrifies with 
|her rendition of ‘Mr. Gable,’ first 
| publicized in these parts by Judy 
| Garland. Gal packs a load of per- 
sonality and will fit in nicely on any 
bill. 


Howard Nichols has Yost none of 
his oldtime agility with the hoops 
and reaches a climax when he has 
a dozen of the hoops rolling from 
various portions of his anatomy at 
one time. The Rogers Trio scores 
with its comedy dancing. First the 
two males go through a series of 
dances with the Fanchonettes and 
| then the femme member joins {for 
| what is at first high class ball- 
| room and adagio dancing. Soon, 


| however, trio goes into its comedy 
| Teutine, and with the breakaway 
‘evening attire of the men and the 
numerous prattfalls taken by the 
girls keep the auditors in a constant 


uproar. ; 
| Eugene Dorian starts the finale 
| with the words of ‘Be American 


| while the Fanchonettes come on 10 
a fast! abbreviated 
tricks. | routine, to the accompaniment of the 
comes Vic Hyde, who gives alorch. Wolf goes for a recitation o! 


skirts for a military 


neat demonstration of his standard | Lincoln's Gettysburg address, the 
one-man band. Hibbard, Bird and} California Guardsmen march on with 
Larue clown as well as they dance. | the colors and backdrop is flown to 
, Buck and Bubbles niftily warble, reveal an enormous American flag. 
the colored lads’ standout being ‘It | taking up every inch of the back- 
Ain’t Necessarily So,’ from George | stage. > 


Gershwin's ‘Porgy and Bess.’ 
The acrobatic Christiani 
winds 
They are five bouncing boys and a 
husky gal who work easily. Kany. 


troupe 


up the bill with a real bang.| better as the week progresses 
| look is for a minimum of i.. 


It’s a compact, well produced. fast 
;mMoving show and will likely | Re 
yut- 
>wW eek 


Ediveod. 
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+ 
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STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Mov. 3. 
‘ dals’ unit with Ben Blue, Billy 
PE ng Ross Wyse, Jr. and June 
Mann, ; ; 

i 3, Craig Mathues, Margo Sisters 
om Line (18), Max Adkins orch 
(16); ‘Dispatch From Reuter's’ (WB) 








“tsburgh thought ‘Scandals’ was 
& Sod ind at the Nixon last sea- 
son for $3.30. At anywhere from 
two bits to 60c, in condensed form, 
it's a dirt-cheap bargain. In strip- 
ping it to 70-minutes only a lot of 
superfiuous stuff has been sacrificed; 
the meat is still here and the revue 
runs off like a crack filly. 


‘Scandals’ gets WB de luxer back 
to stage shows again after six 
months of straight pix except for 
one month in September when 
Mickey Rooney came im to bust the 
house record wide open. Manage- 
ment gave the customers an eye 
opener in Rooney, and has grabbed 
an eye reopener in the White show. 
There's still m.agic in that title be- 
cause with Ben Blue the only name 
that means a thing to film audiences, 
biz was big all. day long on the 
opener despite steadiest downpour 
of the year. 

Blue remains the mainspring of 
the entertainment, of course, but 
could do even more. He’s not on 
enough to satisfy the mob, this de- 
spite the fact that what he’s doing. 
the hoofing comic has done at the| 
Stanley a couple of times in the past. 
First spot is his yokel boy-dance- 
hall bit, preceded by a bit of patter 
with Billy Rayes; then the short ‘Du- 
Barry’ sketch, and finally his solo 
Russian dance burlesque. That’s the 
only hoofing Blue does, save for a 
couple of flashes in his initial ap- 
pearance, and it isn’t sufficient. He’s 
always done more as a single. 


Replacing Ella Logan, and hand- 
ling ‘Are You Having Any Fun,’ 
‘Mexiconga’ and that tasteless Tin 


who fell heir to the Mary Martin 
role in ‘Leave It To Me’ on road last 
season, While a little short on lassie 
Logan's abandon, Fenton gal is a 
cutester with an okay _ soubret’s 
equipment in voice and manaer, and 
gets by nicely. 

Show-stoppers in the tab edition, 
just as they were in the original, are 
Rayes, with his juggling and smart 
imitations of stage and screen bigsfies 
as they would perform his ball-in- 
air turn, and team of Ross Wyse, Jr. 
and June Mann with their slick terp 
and tomfoolery. Rayes is new at the 
Stanley and size of house (3,600 
seats) surprisingly enough doesn’t 
interfere with his intimate style, 
while Wyse-Mann have been here 
before with precisely the same turn, 
many times, but still surefire. 

Margo Sisters, couple of diminu- 
tive strong-armers, have a_ single 
spot—Stanley Sisters had it in orig- 
inal—they handle clickily with some 
acrobatics that neat spotting helps 
considerably, and the Kim Loo 
Sisters quartet of celestial cuties, 
add a touch of novelty with their | 
anouncements, and voice and leg 
exercises, Male vocalist is Craig 
Mathues and he scores both times 
out with swell pipes and a poise he 
has acquired in the last year. 
Seemed a bit ill at ease at $3.30; at 
two bits, he behaves like a veteran. 

There are a flock of good-lookers 
in the chorus, although beauty quo- 
tient isn’t quite as sturdy as it was 
in the original. Gals show to best 
advantage in the opening ‘World's 


Mildred Fenton, 4 Kim Loo | 


dancing talent, always is somewhat 
lavish. Currently, however, the pro- 
ducers have outdone themselves on 
this score, the scenery and wardrobe 
exceeding even the standard which 
one expects here. A ‘Toyland’ aum- | 
ber brings out the ‘Charmettes’ as | 
wooden soldiers and dolls and pro- 
vides quite a flash. Then there's a 
lively, sophisticated swing ‘Bolero’ | 
finale which is liberal in its display 
of undraped femininity and impres- 
sively colorful as well as fast. By 
limiting the chorus’ appearances to) 
three, instead of the usual four 
five, the show is thus speeded up. 
Show also is fortunate in having a| the supper show opening night 
first-rate m.c., Ray Wencil, who! ‘Friday). Great Lester's ventro 
helps greatly in keeping the proceed-| turn, which has been out of the 
ings moving swiftly. Wencil con- stronger limelight for some time, and 
tributes a pleasing comedy turn be-| tapper Honi Coles are the top turns. 
sides uncorking a succession of gags| ‘Hot Lips’ Page's blarey group of 
and stories good for many laughs. | 12 gets top billing, but outside of 
Betty Ann McGinn from the line, the leader's solo trumpeting it im- 
opens the revue with a cleverly ex- | Presses as an outfit of little use for 
ecuted dance specialty comprising | anything outside of what it’s doing 
three routines during which her cape| here. Theatre bills Page's stuff as a 
is transformed into a trio of costume |‘J€aM session every show.’ That's 
changes. Carlos and Dolores, dance | What it amounts to, 
team, work in the production num- House runs off the succession of 
bers in addition to offering their|turns in a @old style. There are 
own act featured by adagio and ball-| few intros, the audience either being 
room terps. Paul Allen, 
singer with a pleasing voice, warbles| who. Between the first comedy ses- 
intermittently throughout the show.;sion of Sandy Burns, Crackshot 
In next to shut, Fid Gordon plays; Hackley, and Jimmie Baskette, and 
a trick violin from various angles| the runoff of the Great Lester's 
and, with a stooge singer, intro-| voice tossing. there’s a hot tempoed 
duces a lot more comedy business| tap delivered by one who must be 
that cops laughs. Both Miss Lowe| Dynamite Hooker. He’: on and off so 
and Miss Wright are eye-fillers as| fast that the bit appears as a stage 


WEST END, N. Y. 


‘Hot Lips’ Page Orch. 





(13) with 
Lester, Honi Coles, Dynamite Hook- 
_er, Sandy Burns, Crackshot Hackley, 
| Jimmie Baskette, Chink Collins, 
Edna Mae Harris; 
Lights’ (Indie). 








Betty Cobb, Hilda Perieno; Great | 





‘Behind Green | 


ballads, on which they merely rate 
as ordinary, and not enough for the 
tricky rhythm stuff, on which 
they’re unbeatable. ‘Never Smile 
Again,’ for instance, is very mild as 
they do it, while ‘Sweet Lucy 
Brown’ is the sockiest thing in Har- 
lem. Boys’ clean manner of presen- 
tation reflects their long experience 
and is purely professional, even to 


| their well-fitting tuxedos. 


There are few things on this bill | 
| that rate the cheers that were dis- ; 
°F | pensed by a half-filled house during 


| the 


house | expected to know or guess who’s | 


| 
} 


Hopkins’ 14-piece crew ranks 
among the top bands the Apollo has 
recently presented. It achieves 
smash jive effects while retaining 
melody in its music and not blasting 
customers’ ears off. Maestro’s 
work on the keyboard is also nifty. 
Belle Powell, warbler with the out- 
fit, is strong on the pipework, but 
weak on appearance, suffering par- 
tially from bad hair-do and dress. 

Neat production number = gets 
things under way, 


with the band in the grandstand and 
gals in sweaters on the ‘field.’ 
Routines by the femmes are still 
marked by a lack of precision, but 
show a lot more variety and thought 
than the old time-step run-throughs. 
They're aided in_ specialties 
Marion Worthy and Jimmie Smith, 
whose vocal work is considerably 
better than their terping. Charles 
Bristol also contribs a specialty tap 
and it’s a honey. 


Comics are Ferdie Robinson and 
two Apollo standbys, John Mason 


stage being set, 
up to look like a football stadium |} 


by | 


|is far too verbose. 





Fair’ takeoff and the ‘Mexiconga,’ 
with the highlights, as always, the} 
undraping number a la Gypsy Rose 
Lee to ‘Goodnight, My Beatiful,’ | 
with the femmes disrobing and then | 
stepping out from behind wax dum- | 
mies fully clothed. 

Crowd reaction excellent consist- | 
ently, with lots of foundation all the | 
way down the line, and backed by | 
‘Dispatch From  Reuter’s’ (WB), 
Stanley is handing out a cut-price 
premium this week. Show carries 
its own orch conductor, who 





pit. Cohen. 


ALVIN, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 2. 
Ray Dencil, Line (16), Betty Ann 





McGinn, Bea and Her Brothers (4),| 


Carlos and Dolores, Paul Allen, Fid 


Gordon (2), Ruth Lowe and Edythe | 
Wright; ‘Hold That Woman’ (PDC).| 





House really goes to town this 


week with the best of its eight shows | engagement. 


to date. The amount of entertain- 
ment crammed into its 75 minutes 
makes it a big buy for entertainment 
bargain hunters. The Ruth Lowe- 
Edythe Wright combo gives the lay- 
out something of a name headliner, 





satons | 
Max Adkins’ house crew from the | 


| ber. 


well as possessors of musical ability 
and personalities which stand them 
in good stead. The former is at the 
piano while Miss Wright sells pop 
songs, including several of her part- 
ner’s compositions, in show-stopping 
style. 

Lower floor well filled at the open- 
ing matiness Friday (1). Rees. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Dick Stabile orch, Edmund Lowe, 
Loretta Dennison, Jay C. Flippen, 
Eddie Hanley, Sunny Rice, Shirley 
Gaye; Deval, Merle and Lee; Bill 
Demayo; Shorts and Newsreels. 








Dick Stabile’s orchestra, Edmund 
Lowe and Jay C. Flippen head a 
tighter-than-usual stage bill here 
this week, It runs only a little over 
an hour, whereas in the past many 
of the shows at this Brandt neigh- 
borhood operation have been padded 
to an hour-and-a-half or longer. 
Often they lose their force with too 
much running time thinning the en- 
tertainment. 

Flippen is spotted ahead of the 
band finale in his regular routine 
with chatter and ‘Small Fry,’ which 
he sings eminently well, with some 
added stuff, building up the solo. 
Comedian also m.c.s the show and 
on this ocasion he has Eddie Hanley 
with him. Latter is on about at the 
middle but could have registered 
better when caught. Improved me- 
terial appears to be needed but the 
impression of a girl getting up in the 
morning (presumably it’s morning) 
and dressing gets over rather well. 


This sequence could be built up, |} 


however. 

howe is working here with Loretta 
Dennison. She rejoined his act 
few weeks ago, Lowe having had 
Carole Landis with him for a time. 
When the screen player appeared at 


the State, N. Y., a year ago, Miss 
Dennison was then with him. 
Act gets over nicely but at its 


opening, when Lowe identifies him- 
self with the Sgt. Quirt character he 
played years ago in ‘What Price 


| Glory,’ the usual reception was miss- 


ing Friday night (1). Cracking 
about the lack of applause, Lowe 
upped with ‘what, only two?’ How 


to make love and influence a woman 
(by Lowe) and how to influence 
husbands ‘(by Miss Dennison) form 
the framework for some effective 
light comedy. Miss Dennison also 
sings a hot 
and goes into a dance. 


There are two new acts on the 
ishow, both reviewed separately as | 
such. They are Shirley Gaye, a 


| singer of pops, who fs just fair, and 
| the 


comedy adagio trio of Deval, 
Merle and Lee, a pretty good turn 
of its kind. 

Stabile orchestra, 


now including 


a girl at the steel guitar, has been | 


on dates out of town. Les¢ season | 
the orchestra was at the Essex} 
House, N. Y. It is comparatively | 


good, but is not working hard on this | 


Most effective sesh with 
the band is at the close, when Siabile 
and a choir of eight sax players do a 

i/number down front. Radium light- 


ing heightens the punch of the num- 


On the opening, Bill Demayo, sax 


too, inasmuch as the girls seem to! player with the outfit, doubles vo- 


€ pretty wéll known hereabouts, 
Miss Lowe as the composer of ‘I'll 
Never Smile Again’ and her partner 
as the former featured singer with 
Tommy Dorsey’s band, Proceedings 


are calculated to erase some of the! 


none-too-pleasant memories that 
Several predecessors here must have 
Surred up. If operators can follow 
through with more shows on the 
Same order they should be able to 
Put over the venture which, up to 
this time, has been hanging some- 
What in the balance. 

,. Production, utilizing a young 
‘ine of 16 lookers with considerable 


‘cally. He sings “Trade Winds,’ ‘If I 


| Were As High as the Moon’ and a} 


‘comedy novelty. As a soloist, De- 
! mayo is much too stiff but he should 
| be able to correct this. An arrange- 
|! ment of a rhumba-type number spot- 
lights Mary Osborne, Stabile’s gui- 
itarist. Stabile himself features the 
sax, being able to hit on this instru- 
iment what is supposed to be 
highest possible note. 

Sunny Rice, dancer, is on after the 
opening band number. She is a tap 
specialist whose technique is fair. 
| Business very light Friday evening 
at the first stage show. Char. 


a | 


number with the band | 


its ! 


wait, but following the Lester turn 
| he works in one. House probably 
| brushes Hooker off because of the 
| confliction with Honi Coles, later on 
| the bill. 


| Lester’s stuff consists of the usual 
|for him. Throwing his voice despite 
| obstruction of cigaret smoking, drink - 
ing, etc, goes over heavily with the 
aud. Material, as befitting this par- 
ticular section, (Harlem) is a bit on 
the blue side in spots. 


Honi Coles works Jate and in front 
of Page’s band, which shifts from 
the first half of the show in the pit 
to the stage. Coles is a crackerjack 
tapster, long-legged and with an 
effortless style of getting off clear 
and well trained taps. His work ap- 
pears here as a bit too much in the 
ordinary grooye. He has the ability 
to execute more distinguished rou- 
tines. 

There are two girls who sing with 
Page. One is definitely Betty Cobb. 
The other nobody at the house, front 
or backstage, seems to know. There’s 
a Hilda Perleno billed outside who 
is otherwise unaccounted for; it might 
be she. Billing lists Romayne Jack- 
son as the band’s vocalist but Miss 
Cobb is filling the spot. Too, Bar- 
rington Guy is labelled on house’s 
window cards as on tap for this 
week and he’s not. 

At any rate neither of 





— 


Miss Cobb handles 


shudders. 


ter with ‘Ain’t You Ashamed’ 
‘Fools Rush In,’ 


fectively handle the comedy, 


the two 
girls deserves being called vocalists. 
‘We Three’ and | sentences 
‘Swallows Come Back to Capistrano’ | 
in a voice and style that induce| carried on as though the speaker 
Second girls, decked out| were actually in front of them. The 
in white evening gown, is little = | heckling abounded with ‘Go on you 
and | 


Burns, Hackley and Baskette ef- 


' y hey | would 
| work in two sessions, each inducing | CIO 


as usual, doing the straight. They 


get in one skit, a burley standard, | 


for average results. Herb. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 








About 30% of the reelage in the 
new week’s exhibit is devoted to 


paign. All this is now over the 
dam, but it’s worthy to point out 
that each newsreel contributor to 
the symposium did a sound piece of 
impartial reporting. As usual, the 
Embassy’s customers did themselves 
proud with the applause and the 
booing, all depending, of course, on 


personal reaction to the two lead- 
ing candidates. There were others 
running for the office but apparent- 
ly these had long ago been lost in 
the shuffle. 

| Reaction to President Roosevelt 
jand Wendell L. Willkie was mild 
| when compared to what happened 
| when the program got around to 
| John L. Lewis’ endorsement of the 
| Republican candidate. There was 
|some applause but the booing and 
flood of comment from the audience 
| were so overwhelming that few full 
in the Lewis excerpts 
could be caught. The anti-Lewisites 





traitor,’ ‘Take him away’ and ‘Tell 
‘em what you got for selling out,’ 
and when Lewis remarked that he 

resign as president of the 
if Roosevelt were reelected 





'howls. Second, set in a haunted|there was an outburst from many 
house, is the more effective. Line of} quarters of ‘Fine!’ and ‘Don't you 
12 girls, labelled the Westendeties, | forget your promise.’ 


| handles dance work fronted by Edna 
Mae Harris. 


as a whole. Wood. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Bernette and 


Harris, Barbara 
Bros., Charles Bristol, 
(16), Claude Hopkins 


| Vivian 
| Mills 
| Line 


(WB). 


Woman’ 


Producer Leonard Harper has con- 
Apollo 
shows this session in which there’s 
value neatly 
embroidered with a lot of imagina- , 
more money has 
bee spent on it, too, which may be 
an answer to the competish offered 


cocted one of the better 


plenty of production 


tion. Looks like 


by the recently-opened West End 


down the street. 


acts being included on 


Pellmore, fan dancer, 
|}and Parks Trio, acros. 
a cute looker is primarily 


note- 


| worthy for energetic approach that 
| keeps the audience holding its breath 
that vne more 
G-string slides off. | 
She’s ‘also quite agile in walking on 
Bernette | 


in the 
bump and the 


expectation 


her hands and kicking. 


balances, finaling with 


on the chrome portion of the bill. 
Mills boys, after a tour of South 
| America, are quintet instead of 


the oid foursome. 
brothers, @ 

brothers and their 
placed one of 


father 


the brothers 


They go io i 


They're better trained 
|than expected in view of the show 


Parks Trio, Marion 
|Worthy and Jimmie Smith, Ferdie 
| Robinson, John Mason, John Vigal, 
Belmore, 
House 
Band 
with Belle Powell; ‘Money and the 


| Among other things, somewhat of 
a precedent is broken with two ofay 
the bill. 
There’s usually only one, at the most. | 
Pair current are both okay, Barbara 
and Bernette 
Bellmore gal, 


and Parks Trio, two boys and a gal, 
do rapid fire tumbling and shoulder 
one of the 
lads being swung around at the top 
of a pole by the other on the floor. 

Mills Bros. and the Claude Hop- 
kins band fight it out for top honors 


They’re not all 
billed, but actually three 
(who re- 
who 
died) and an outsider with a guitar. 
r too much for straight 


Even though 
the results are now in the forego- 
| ing it should still rate as a curious 
|} commentary on the pitch which film 
| audiences’ volubility has assumed. 

| Paramount’s version is used by 
the Embassy in reporting what took 
place in Washington in connection 
| with the draft lottery. The sound- 
track even echoes the scream of sur- 
prise which a mother in the lotttery 
audience emitted when she 
her son’s number called off by 
President Roosevelt. The clip in- 
cludes a cross-section of the type of 
young men in various parts of the 
country affected by the draft and 
a few words by a conscientious ob- 
jector. The latter bit was received 
without any comment from the audi- 
ence. Paramount also accounts for 
a view of the 27th Division of New 


York and other units starting off for 


camp. 

The fire in the munitions building 
of the War Department in Washing- 
ton, with the commentator touching 
on the sabotaging suspicion angle, 
is retailed by Pathe. The Pathe 
| brand is also on clips reporting the 
arrival in this country of Ambassa- 
dor Joseph P. Kennedy from Eng- 
land, the arrival of an Amevican 
naval officer 
naval bases in Trinidad and the cere- 
monies which accompanied the clos- 
ing of the military pact among 
Japan, Italy and Germany. 

Fox shows the Japs blasting away 
airbombs at Chungking and the same 
country’s navy moving into Indo- 
|China so as to establish a base for 
attacking the Burma Road. Metro 
has something about the finale night 
of the N. Y. World’s Fair, while 
other light moments come from 
Fox’s two Lew Lehr bits and Uni- 
versal’s pictorial of a wine cellar 
'which had been converted into a 
bombshelter. Of the football clips 
Paramount produces the 
It's an exclusive showing how the 
gridders of Long Island University 
overcome ante-game tension by 
reading odes and listening to waltzes. 
Also on the program are two short 
subjects, ‘London Can Take It’ and 
This Is China.’ Odec. 


the windup of the presidential cam- 


heard | 


to look over sites for | 


standout. | 


| ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Nov. 2. 

Elsa Maxwell unit with Mary Beth 
Hughes, Marjorie Weaver, Mary 
Healy, Katherine Aldridge, Jerry 
Lawton, Toy and Wing, Mazellos 
(5), Stan Myers and house orch; 
‘Glamour For Sale’ (Col.) 








Staging must be reckoned with on 
these Hollywood units if the Coast 
' people want to continue coming east 
to pick up some personal appearance 
cash. The first units were able to 
get by on the name value alone,, but 
that novelty has worn off and the 
audiences are now expecting more 
precision, showmanship, prefessional 


production and, certainly, more 
| talent. 

High-schoolish in the extreme 
is the presentation of some four 


| Hollywood gals under the wing of 
Elsa Maxwell. For a person who is 
supposed to be able to handle people 
and make them be themselves, Miss 
, Maxwell turned in an astonishingly 
| nervous performance at this catch- 
ing. She works hard, but pounds 
| the water too much in trying to keep 
; afloat. She should learn how to 
‘drift. And Miss Maxwell's material 
Good blue pen- 
| cilling would do wonders for every- 
‘body concerned, including the cus- 


| tomers. 
and John Vigal, with Vivian Harris, | 


With her are some girls who giggle 
like youngsters and appear unfilatter- 
ingly awkward. Mary Healy prob- 
|ably rates the best for her singing 
|in which she evidences real promise. 
| Marjorie Weaver also manages to 
keep right side up with some vocal- 
izing. But what can be done about 
Mary Beth Hughes who can do noth- 
ing, or Katharine Aldridge who 
| doesn’t know what to do because, 
|seemingly nobody told her? Miss 
| Aldridge gives a couple of hints of 
comedy talent in a few bits but 
Fm gy really isn’t enough of it to 
tell. 


Fortunatély there are some stand- 
ard variety acts around to see that 
the audience get some entertaining. 
Toy and Wing, Chinese couple, con- 
tinue to be a happy little dancing 
affair that can always repeat. Jerry 
Lawton opens with some novelty 
acrobatics and juggling. Does a little 
bit of everything, with the juggling 
rating the best audience attention. 
Maxellos are standard as ever and 
clicked easily with their standout 
risley routines. 

The Stan Myers house orchestra 
continues to grow in public approval. 
Myers has revitalized the entire pit 
music situation and made it a worth- 
while and important factor on the 
| Oriental bill. Myers indicates a per- 
| sonal following here and should de- 
hee into a boxoffice item. 





Biz good at the last show Sature- 
| day *(2). Gold, 


FOX, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Nov. 1. 

Laurel and Hardy, Lew Parker, 
Sid Gold, Maxine Conrad, Darlene 
Garner, Cass, Owen and Topsy, 
| James C. Morton, Danny Dale Girls 
| (10), Ben Rader’s Orch (20); ‘Meet 
| the Wildcat’ (U) and ‘Little Bit of 
Heaven’ (U). 











Fanchon & Marco is taking another 

| fling at stage shows in this midtown 
| 5,000-seater and if it can maintain 
ithe calibre of the current offering, 
| which got away to a nice b.o. start, 
| the latest try should be a profitable 
'one. Surveys, polls, etc., have in- 
dicated that natives want more than 
| talkers, but for some unexplainable 
|reason they usually shy away from 
the stage shows when they get 'em,. 
| At supper show caught lower floor 
seating 2,860 was almost filled and 
| pavees seemed to like the fast 
| action of this 55-minute offering. Of 
course it was Laurel and Hardy who 
drew ’em in and the talker come- 
dians don’t pull any punches as they 
| spend 15 minutes on the boards and 
wind up with a slapstick skit. 

With the tooters coming up on the 
elevator platform, proceedings get 
under way with Sid Gold in the 
aisles as a loud-mouth candy butcher 
and Lew Parker coming off the 
boards to squelch him. It’s mina- 
ture of what opens in the ‘Funzafire’ 
unit, which has played here. The 
Danny Dale gals, all lookers, warble 
a bit and capably do the first of three 
routines with Maxine Conrad lead- 
ing in the chirping. Darlene Garner, 
another looker, follows with a nut 
j}acro-tap that copped a deserved 
| hand. 
| The Conrad gal returns to solo 
| ‘Nobody’s Baby and ‘I Can’t Resist 
| You,’ after some tit-for-tat stuff with 
| Parker. She would go over better if 
| Parker leaves the apron while she 
| warbles instead of clowning at one 
side. Cass, Owen and Topsy are a 
swell acro trio and their slow-motion 
| bit is sock. The line comes back 
'for a ‘Cupid Is a Fake’ number, the 
gals circulating among the customers 
and pulling a Beatrice Fairfax ‘Ad- 
| vice to the Lovelorn’-with Parker on 


the boards. 

After Parker does a neat parody 
on ‘South of theh Border,’ he gets a 
sax. clarinet, trombone and cornet 


from the band, and with Gold using 


a harmonica, they knock out ‘Tiger 
Ray’ with considerable gusto. Gold 
also snared plaudits by rendering 


(Continued on page 55) 
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3 Shows, 3 Hits, No Errors 





Buddy DeSylva, whose ‘Panama Hattie’ opened at the 46th Street, 


N. Y., last week, now has a record 
first two ventures as a producer 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ both current, 
self, with the exception of three 
nighter husband of Phyllis Have 


of three hits out of three tries. His 
were ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ and 
but he owns the new show by him- 
little pieces. Billy Seamon, first- 
r, Francis T. Hunter and Sammy 


Ledner each have 1%, DeSylva allowing them to buy the complimentary 


interests. 

Ledner is general stage manager 
line from his savings to get in on 
‘Purchase,’ in which Irving Berlin i 


of the three shows, putting it on the 
‘Hattie.’ Seamon owns 1% also of 
s 50-50 with DeSylva. Hunter is the 


former tennis star who now handles ‘21 Brands,’ liquor wholesaled 


by the night spot of that name. 


- 








& Serlin | Highlights Shubert-Controlled 


Ticket Situation in Boston, But Lee 
‘Explains It in N. Y. Times Expose 








Boston, Nov. 5. 

Ticket situation here, which the 
dailies have previously ignored, was 
highlighted last week through extra 
space ads inserted by Oscar Serlin, 
producer of ‘Life With Father,’ run- 
ning at the independently operated 
Civic Repertory theatre. Manager 
had previously readied a statement 
as to his position, but cancelled the 
release. Paid copy in the papers 
named seven agencies as accredited 
to handle ‘Father’ tickets. Herrick’s, 
alleged to be controlled by the Shu- 
berts and the bone of contention by 
managers of visiting shows for the 
past year, was conspicuously absent. 

Under the Herrick ‘system,’ all 
choice tickets have been handled by 
that agency, the others being forced 
to secure allotments from Herrick’s 
by paying a fee of 25c per ticket. 
‘Father’ ad names Tyson’s, Burke’s, 
Parker House, United Ticket Serv- 
ice, Hotel Statler, Ritz Carlton and 
Touraine hotel stands as authorized 
agencies, 

Serlin asserted that the best seats 
may be obtained at the boxoffice, or 
at Jordan Marsh and Filene’s (de- 
partment stores) at regular prices. 
He insisted that any seat is available 
by direct sale if ordered sufficiently 
in advance. Those who prefer to pay 
a premium, however, may secure 
tickets from the agencies named, 
described as ‘being engaged in a 
legitimate business enterprise, with 
obligations to a clientele.’ He stated 
the agencies have a limited number 
of tickets, the bulk of the capacity 
being sold directly at the boxoffice. 
Manager also declared that if tickets 
were not obtainable in the manner 
suggested or by mail order, it is be- 
cause they have been sold, ‘not be- 


cause they are being held for specu- | 


lation by any agency.’ Herrick’s is 
said to have made a deal to buy an 
allotment of ‘Father’ tickets, then 
changed its mind presumably by 
orders fromm New York. Other agen- 
cies are understood to buy their 
tickets outright on a cash and carry 
basis. 





N. Y. Times’ Expose 


N. Y. Times, which recently favor- | 


ed a central ticket office for Broad- 
way, is believed to have stepped into 
a trap. Ticket brokers claim an al- 
leged plan to duplicate the same dis- 
(Continued on page 52) 


Rewriting Abbott’s ‘Boy’ 
For Another Try in Jan. 


George Abbott’s production of 
‘The White-Haired Boy,’ which was 
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Inside Berman 





Attorney A. L. Berman has be- 
come quite a power in ticket cir- 
cles, although that is not his spe- 
cialty. He is adviser and per- 
sonal manager for Buddy De 
Sylva. As such he has the say 
in ticket allotments to agencies 
for ‘Panama Hattie,’ ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ and ‘DuBarry Was a 
Lady.’ Berman is similarly at- 
torney for Ed Wynn and handles 
allotments for ‘Boys and Girls 
Together.’ His list is said to 
have been used by Al Jolson for 
‘Hold On to Your Hats.’ 


There are 22 agencies in New 
York regularly getting allot- 
ments from theatres, but 42 
brokers are signatory to ‘the 
code. How the latter do business 
is something of a minor mystery. 


PANS BURN J. J., 
SO HE PULLS 
‘NIGHT ADS 


J. J. Shubert burned when he read 











of Love’ last week. Both reviews 





| : ene 

| liams, music critic of the Herald, and 
|John Gibbons, film critic of the 
| Transcript. 

For 24 hours the trade gossip was 
that Williams was in the doghouse 
land permanently out of the Shubert 
| houses, but this was never made of- 
ficial. A follow-up story by Elinor 


|'Hughes, the Herald’s drama critic, | 


and diplomatic explanations by in- 
|termediaries evidently salved the 
situation. 

J. J. yanked his ‘Night of Love’ 
advertising out of the Transcript as 
a tangible gesture of protest and 
John Hutchens, drama editor, handled 
|the show pictorially as generously as 


|other productions in town when he | 


llaid out his Saturday page (corre- 
sponding with Sunday pages in other 
papers). 





Daniel Frokman Seriously 
Hurt in Fall at Home 


taken off Saturday (2), cost about} 


$20,000, including the tryout week 
at the Plymouth, Boston. Charles 
Martin-Beatrice Kaufman comedy is 
being rewritten and is slated to go 
back into rehearsal early in Janu- 


ary, after Abbotfs musical ‘Pal 
Joey’ has opened. 
Two authors, afd Abbott and 


George S. Kaufman have all agreed 
as to the form the revisions should 
take, the only question now being 
whether the script can be fixed as 
desired, 
uncertain, that depending on how 
much the characters are altered in 
the rewriting. Failure of the show 
in tryout was a keen disappointment 
to the management and cast, as more 
was expected of this than any other 
Straight play ADbott has done in sev- 
eral seasons. Producer himself put 
in more work on it than on other re- 
cent efforts, 


Matter of cast changes is! 


Daniel Frohman, 89, president of 
the Actors Fund, is in serious condi- 
tion at the LeRoy sanitarium, New 
York, with a fractured hip. He fell 
Saturday (2) while arising from a 
|chair in Dorset hotel apartment of 
| his sister. He has been living with 
her for some time because of failing 
eyesight, but has life-time living 
' quarters atop ,the Lyceum theatre. 
|It is doubtful whether the veteran 
showman will be able to walk again. 
Robert Campbell, Fund’s_ secre- 
tary, sustained a similar fracture 
'some months ago when he slipped 
while entering a taxi. Campbell has 
| been on duty for some time, but 
early this week was in the Lenox 
Hill hospital for further treatment. 


| He is expected out this week. ‘Sec- | 
‘retary is said to be 69, but friends | 


'say he has been giving that as his 
' age for the past five years. 


two of the Boston notices on ‘Night | 


were by second-stringers—Alex Wil- | 


‘Equity Okays Test 
Plan for Productions 


Experimental productions, a sub- 
ject that has been under considera- 
tion by Equity and the Dramatists 
Guild for some time, have been ap- 
praved by the former organization’s 
council. 
groups will be appointed to deal 
with the matter. Under the broad 
conditions set by Equity, not more 


than three performances of any 
single production wiil be permitted. 
Equity’s action was taken at the 
| weekly council meeting Monday (4). 
|The Guild acted several weeks ago. 

Charges have been brought 
against Maida Reade, a member of 
the Equity council, by several mem- 
bers of the association and a hear- 
ing will be held by the council Nov. 
18. Basis for the charges is Miss 
Reade’s recent action in using the 
Equity mailing list to send out cir- 
culars urging the election of Wendell 
Willkie. 


When the matter was brought to 
council attention recently Miss 
Reade admitted using the Equity 
mailing list, an action which is 
against association policy, but ex- 
pressed regret for doing so and 
promised not to repeat it. The coun- 
cil merely reprimanded her, but that 
failed to satisfy certain members, 
who will push the charges against 
her at the hearing. It was indicated 
that in letting Miss Reade off with 
a reprimand, the council was inftu- 
enced by her past work in Equity’s 
behalf. 


New Production 


Combos May Be 
Hypo to Legit 

















Trend of new managerial combi- 
nations may ultimately constitute a 
vital force in the theatre. To date 
| the fresh combinations aim to pro- 
| duce successes through the- joining 
| of men of financial substance with 
| those of theatrical experience. It 
is the new hope of show business, 
bringing in new capital that is sorely 
needed. 

Change in managerial setups is 
perhaps best signalized by the for- 
; mation of the firm of Vinton Freed- 


ley, W. Horace Schmidlapp, young | 


Cincinnatian, and Richard Krakeur. 
Outfit is incorporated. the former 
two putting up $50,000 while out- 
siders in a seven-persoOn company 
invésted the balance of a $200,000 
bankroll. 


Under the arrangement the trio 
may do shows on their own, but 
must first submit the deals to the 
corporation which may take part or 
100% of the production if not de- 
claring out. Indicated that each or 
all may buy in on productions of 
other showmen, as shown by their 
interest in ‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Mar- 
tin Beck). Understood the trio in- 
vited others to buy in, because Fed- 
eral authorities regard limited cor- 
porations which intest in enterprises 
other than their own as holding 
companies, which are subject to 
heavy imposts. 

Schmidlapp started this season as 
a partner in the Copley theatre, 
Boston, tryout experiment which 
will terminate this week. Lee Shu- 
bert and Joseph W. Gaites were 
partners with the young showman, 
idea being to test plays at the Cop- 
ley prior to Broadway. Three shows 


were done there First, ‘Boyd’s 
Daughter, flopped in New York 
quickly. Second, ‘Return Engage- 
ment,’ opened at the Golden last 
week, getting a weak press. Third 
show, ‘Here Today,’ now current, in 


Boston, won favorable notices but 
little business. Up to this week the 
Copley venture represents a loss*of 
$20,000. 

Boston idea was somewhat affected 
by the illness of Gaites, who has 
been in and out of the hospital, be- 
ing treated for a kidney ailment. 
‘The Walrus and The Carpenter’ was 
slated to be tried at the Copley, but 
was dropped when negotiations with 
Sidney Hirsch, who controls the 
play, were called off. Florence Reed 
and Christie MacDonald were men- 
tioned for the cast. 

Accompanying the idea of show- 
men combining for the purpose of 
stepping up production activities, is 


the growth of business management 
j 


(Continued on page 52) 


Joint board of the two/| 


Equity Membership Votes In Sunday 
Shows 6 to 1, Now It's Up to Mors.: 





Happily Wrong 


—_——. 


William A. Brady, most con- 
Sistantly bearish, financially, 
among managers, appears to be 
the only one who did not believe 
actors would vote in favor of 
Sunday performances. When he 
learned such shows were okayed 
by a wide margin, he telephoned 
the League of New York Thea- 
tres, which successfully handled 
the Sunday matter, to say he 
had guessed wrong. 

Brady was the leading cam- 
paigner for Sundays over a pe- 
riod of 20 years. When New 
York legalized the performances 
and Equity voided it with a 
double pay nick, he lost hope of 





Seen Attracting Suburban Trade 


Sunday legit performances on 
Broadway will finally be given a 
thorough test after many years of 
agitation and a welter of pro and 
con argument. Actors, who had been 
swayed by former leaders to nix the 
idea, decided the issue in a refer- 
endum counted Friday (1), when it 
was disclosed that Equity’s member- 
ship favored Sunday in the ratio of 
6 to 1. 

No doubt was left about the actors’ 
attitude. Principally because of the 
limited number of stage engage- 
ments, they want to find out whether 
Sunday shows will help solve the un- 
employment problem. They so signi- 
fied by voting 610 yeas in favor of 
such performances without double 
pay, against 116 votes against. Total 
vote of 784 ballots was more than 





seeing the objective realized. 





} 





ELECTION EVE: 


BIZ BRUTAL 
ON BWAY 


Attendance in Broadway theatres 
was described as ‘brutal’ Monday (4) 
evening, ticket agencies especially 
being affected. Business was rated 
the worst on night before Election in 
;many presidential campaigns. As 
lanticipated, grosses dropped last 
| week up until Friday (1), but at- 
tendance then and Saturday (2) 
jumped, that being credited to an 
| influx for the Notre Dame-Army 
| football game. Exodus of visitors 
| who came tothe métropolis for the 
| blowoff of the World’s Fair was a 
contributing factor along with the 
/hectic electioneering in the general 
| boxoffice decline. 

Most legit shows switched mid- 
week matinees to yesterday ‘(Tues- 








one-third of Equity’s people in good 
standing, the volume of ballots ex- 
ceeding expectations. Juniors were 
also allowed to ‘vote,’ but such bal- 
lots were not included. They favor 
undays in the same ratio as seniors. 
Chorus also, but at two to one. 
Double pay for Sundays had nulli- 
fied the N. Y. state law legalizing 
Sundays and giving legit the same 
privilege of attracting patronage on 
the Sabbath that has been enjoyed 
by all other types of shows and 
sports events. Stagehands and musi- 
cians said they’d work Sundays with- 
out added coin months ago, so there 
is nothing to stop the experiment, 
dated to extend through the season. 
Now Up to Managers 
zit is now up to the managers to 
handle the opportunity properly. 
Few gave the matter much con- 
sideration through the referendum 
period and some were dubious that 
the actors would assent. Only two 


(Continued on page 52) 


'Carol Bruce, Getting $150 
In ‘La. Purchase,’ Fined 








| day), but there was very little morn- 
ing activity in midtown. Business 
was at a standstill in the agencies up 
| to noon, clerks standing around, not 
even required to answer telephones. 
| That indicated that the populace was 
| concentrating at the polls, with 
| suburbanites similarly occupied. 

| Light trade was also indicated for 
levening performances. What was 
formerly a traditional big night in 
theatres on Election Day has disap- 
peared. Radio is principally the rea- 


|son, with citizens listening to Elec- | 


tion returns at home instead of get- 
ting results from the stages or 
screens. In ticket circles it was not 
expected that today (Wednesday), 
with only a few matinees carded, 
would be any better, an election 
hangover being almost certain. 
were forbidden to open until 9 p.m., 
|; when the polls in New York closed. 
| There are two Gotham openings 
this week, ‘Beverly Hills,’ Fulton, 
land ‘Quiet, Please,’ both being Holly- 
' wood plays. ‘White Haired Boy’ was 


scratched after a disappointing Bos- | 


ton showing. ‘Glamour Preferred’ 
(formerly ‘Morality Clause), also 
with a Hollywood background, is 
next week’s sole starter, at the Booth. 


MULL ‘WHITE CARGO’ 
REVIVAL FOR B’WAY 


Among the revivals planned for 
Broadway this season ‘White 
Cargo,’ deal being virtually consum- 
mated with a name actress mentioned 
for the iead. Meller has been on the 
boards in one form or another, prin- 
cipally stock, since presentation 
nearly 17 years ago. Leon Gordon’s 
authorship was successfully contested 
by a woman author, and control of 
‘Cargo’ is under a corporation in 
which she, Gordon and Earl Carroll 
are interested, latter originally put- 
ting on the show at Wallack’s, N. Y., 
for a run. 

‘Cargo’ is currently playing the 

Beaux Arts, a Los Angeles little the- 
atre. It played 36 weeks there last 
| season up to December and resumed 
|in the same spot in June. William 
'Swanson has the Coast attraction, 
; and upon completion of the present 
| engagement it will be toured through 
northwestern Coast territory. 





Bars | 


$500 in De Sylva Dispute 


Ruling against Carol Bruce, in- 
/genue in ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Im- 
|perial, N. Y., by Eqtiity’s council last 
|week had several unusual angles. 
|Warbler’s fine of $500, considered 
|severe, was turned over to Equity’s 
;emergency fund. Salary with the 
|show is nominal, contract calling for 
| $150 weekly, but council decided she 
|breached the ‘exclusive services’ 
clause in the agreement with Buddy 
De Sylva and Irving Berlin, pro- 
ducers of ‘Purchase,’ by going on 
'radio and appearing in a night club 
without managerial permission. 

Miss Bruce got $450 for a one-time 
air program with Ben Bernie and 
$500 weekly for appearances in the 
Sert Room, Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y,, 
earning around $3,000 in that man- 
ner outside the show from the time 
her extraneous appearances started 
until the matter was settled. De 
Sylva, who appeared before coun- 
| cil, later assented to Miss Bruce do- 
| ing radio work, saying he did not 
object to her earning more money, 
but banned night clubbing. 

De Sylva said that Berlin and him- 
self ‘discovered’ Miss Bruce in a 
Newark, N. J., cabaret. Not stated 
at the time, however, that she made 
two stage appearances previously. 
Miss Bruce was in ‘Nice Goin’, 





musical version of ‘Sailor Beware.’ 
which did not come to Broadway, 
and her appearance attracted atten- 


tion. She was also in the last ‘Scan- 
dals’ when the revue opened in At- 
lantic City, but was not in the show 
when it came to New York. 

Fact that De Sylva paid off when 
two casting errors were made in his 
other shows probably counted in his 
favor as far as Equity was concerned. 
Hildegarde was under contract for 


“Louisiana Purchase,’ but when her 
| part was written out he settled for 


$6,000. Phil Regan was to have ap- 


| peared in ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ but 


was replaced when it was felt his 
voice was more suited to the micro- 
phone than the stage. Settlement of 
that contract was reported to be 
$10,000. 

Miss Bruce explained that DeSylva 
permitted her to appear at the Hotel 
Pierre and she assumed it was okay 
for the other outside engagements. 
Understood she was advised to go 


|ahead by her personal attorney de- 
jspite the contract stipulation. 
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PANAMA HATTIE 


B. G. DeSylva musical comedy pr r 
fn 13 ecenes. Stars Ethel Merman; features 
Arthur Treacher, Betty Hutton James 
Dunn, Phyllis Brooks, Joan Carroll, Rags 
Ragland, Pat Harrington, Frank Hyers 
Score by Cole Porter; book, Herbert Fields 
and BR. G. DeSylva; dances tobert Altor 
book staged by Edgar Mactiregor,; costulies 
and acenery, Raoul Pene DuBois: orchestra 
Gene Salzer: orchestrations Russell Ben- 
nett, Hans Spialek, Don Walker; \ - 
rangements, Lynn Murr.s Miss Mer + 
accompanist, lou Kesle: Opened Oct. 30 
"40, at 46th Street .N. Y., to §8.8u top; 
regular scale. $4.40 top. 

Cast. besides star and principals: Con- 
chita, Eppy Pearson, Nadine Gae, Lin “ 

Te. 


Griffith, Roger Gerry, Raymond Baine 
T.ipman Duckat, Elaine Shepard, 


Daniels, 
Al Downing, Frank DeRoss, 


Ann Graham 


Jack Donahue, James Kelso. Janis Carter, 
Renee Russell, Louis and Robert High- 
tower, Cliff Ferre and Miriam Franklin 
Carmen D’Antonio, Harry Rogue, 15 6irls, 
8 boys. 

‘Panama Hattie’ is Broadway's | 


newest musical smash. It has every- 
thing and takes its place pronto with 
the town's musical leaders, the Jolson 
and Wynn shows, spotting Ethel 
Merman right up there on top with 
the two male stars. 
Including a_ plentitude 


of en- 


comiums that fall to the divers cred- | 
its of producer DeSylva, composer | 


Cole Porter, dance stager Bob Alton; 
to Raoul Pene DuBois for his even 
more than usually imaginative cos- 
tumes and scenery; to the librettists, 
principals and all that went into it, 


‘Panama Hattie’ evolves most signifi- | 


cantly for establishing Ethel Merman 
as a full-fledged solo star. Which is 


scaling the heights ina decade, for | 


musical comedy femme stars are few 
and far between, and even rarer 
since the departure from Broadway 
of such satellites as Fannie Brice and 
Beatrice Lillie. 

Long an outstander in her own 
right as a song interpreter, Miss 
Merman has become punchier, sock- 
ier, more mellifluous. The shade of 
scat-sing stridency that remained as 
a heritage from her early Al Siegal 
vocal schooling is now entirely non- 
existent, and she emerges the No. 1 
musical comedy femme interpreter of 
Iyrics. Given song material of the 
Cole Porter vintage. where the word- 
age is wrimed for $4.40 audiences 
first. with a secondary -thought to its 
‘mass’ appeal, Miss Merman more 
than sustains her assignment. 


As an evening’s entertainment, 
‘Panama Haitie’ satisfies in every de- 
partment. The Herbert Fields-De- 
Sylva book is topical, sturdy and 
cohesive. The romance is persuasive, 
esvecially via the medium of Joan 
Carroll, clever eight-year-old: the 
plot, having to do with spies in the 
Canal 
songs socko all the way. 

The casting is topnotch. 
Treacher, James Dunn 
Brooks are Hollywood repatriates. 
Treacher is capital as the deadpan 
gentleman’s gentleman: Dunn ade- 
quate as the juvenile interest oppo- 
site Miss Merman (with young Miss 
Carroll as Dunn’s motherless child}: 
and Miss Brook a decorative light 
menace, The comedy department is 
even stronger. Rags Ragland, after 
a couple of abortive starts in musi- 
cal comedv. vroves himself as effec- 
tive at $4.40 as in 40c burlesque, 
from whence he stems. Pat Harring- 
ton and Frankie Hvers, madcap 
vanies from Jack White’s Club 18, 


Arthur 


round out a very strong comedy trio, | 


workin’ with Ragland throughout in 
wnsubtle gobs-on-the-make brand of 
¢omedy. Treacher, of course, 
than sustains his end, with 
Hutton an energetic soubret. 
Above all, ‘Panama Hattie’ 
Pace and tempo. It’s as modern 


Betty 


lini and as fast-paced as 
counter-offensive. Robert 
dances, in the 1940 manner, 


an 


are 


a. 


fast on the hoof as Tom Harmon, and 
DuBois eclivses himself with his gay 


and colorful decor. 
The Panamanian 


rhythm, and it’s in the specialties! to see the play and offers *to pro- 
that a recruit from a Hollywood! duce it with Elizabeth but not Arm- 
nitery, one Carmen D’Antonio, orig- | strong. Elizabeth, displaying her re- 
inally a Philadelphia hiv-weaver, | kindled affection for Geoffrey, pro- 
shakes her chassis into big league | poses to produce the show on the 
values. She’s a cinch for doubling | Coast, and there is a sentimental 
in the local cafes. ending with the pair aiming for a 
A fugitive from Fanchon & Marco | Teturn engagement in wedlock 
is Nadine Gae, who. likewise, in- Bert Lytell and Mady Christians 
creases her stage values 11-fold in| are very well cast as the leads, along 
direct ratio to the former 40c pic-| With a good company. Their top| 


ture houses. where she was long es- 


Zone, is timely: and Porter’s 


and Phyllis | 


more 


has 

as 
the Greeks - have-a-word-for-Musso- 
RAF 
Alton’s 


background 
brings in plenty of that congarhumba 


. 


in 


1torcher with a heart of gold who, 
a treadmill effect near the end, saves 
| the day by discovering a nefarious 


time-bomb intended to blow up one 
of the Canal’s locks. 

Her songs dominate the show. out- 

standing being ‘Let’s Be Buddies’ with 
little Joan Carroll; ‘I've Still Got My 
Health,’ ‘Make It Another Old-Fash- 
ioned Please’ (a new sort of torch 
song’. A sleeper is ‘Who Would 
Have Dreamed.’ a tiptop waltz that 
will assert itself in time. Miss Mer- 
man, Treacher and the three comedy 
gobs do tricks with a topical lyric. 
‘You Said It’: Betty Hutton gets a lot 
out of ‘All I've Got to Get Now Is 
My Man’ and ‘Fresh as a Daisy.’ 
while Enopy Pearson and Nadine Gae 
click with a specialty 
end of the first act. As a comedi- 
}enne, Miss Merman’s mild mugging 
gets a lot from that pseudo-sacred 
conga routine that segues 
| first-stanza finale. 

‘Panama Hattie’ also establishes a 
record in the renaissance of Broad- 
way with three concurrent Broad- 
wav musical comedy hits from the 
production stable of Buddy DeSylva. 
That hasn't obtained since the hey- 
day of Florenz Ziegfeld, Jr. De- 
Sylva’s ‘Louisiana Purchase’ and ‘Du- 
Barry Was a Lady’ (title role orig- 
inally created by Miss Merman until 
| bowing out for ‘Panama Hattie’), 
along with this entry, may require 
| DeSylva building a special chute to 
' the mint. Abel. 





Return Engagement 


Comedy in three acts presented at John 
N. Y., Nov. 1, °49, by W. Horace 
app and Jos. M. Gaites; written by 
Mady Chris- 


} Golden, 
| Schmidl 
| Lawrence Riley; Bert Lytell, 


tians, Audrey Christie, Leona Powers, 
| Evelyn Varden featured; staged by Row- 
| lana Leigh and Frank Merlin; setting, 
| Johannes Larsen; $3.30 top. 


| Mrs. Autumn Hetherington..Evelyn Varden 
bo a ern Tree re William Leicester 
1 BOD. .ece Seceeerdescccesseosessce Peter Garey 
Petey Temkine®..cccscccceced Augusta Dabney 
SS bh nceeseh sen kecene .-Alexander Nico! 
| Eloise Hubbard.......... 9G000086 Ruth Lott 
|} Ruth Conway... weer ree Audrey Christie 
| Mrs. Carlotta Foulicner......Leona Powers 
cg, Be) rere Caryl Smith 
Bee GN s cos dbcsdedeeecn Thomas Coley 
Elizabeth Emerson........ Mady Christians 
Geoffrey Armstrong...........-- Bert Lytell 
SR Be cbc ctccccess Lewis L. Russeil 
Te STS Tere Tee Warren Clarke 


Geneva's Maid. Helen Reid 





Straight plays have been notably 
| weak so far this season and ‘Return 
| Engagement’ does not better the 
;score. Second show from the Cop- 
ley, Boston, designed as a tryout 
| spot, hasn’t much better chances than 
|‘Boyd’s Daughter,’ which recently 
| opened at the Boston house, too, and 
| promptly stopped afte®its Broadway 
debut. 


It is a comedy anent rural, sum- 


|mer stock theatres but the laugh 
|count is meagre. Written by Law- 


|}rence Riley, who scored with his 
| first attempt, ‘Personal Appearance,’ 
new play might have gone places had 
ithe script been given more atten- 


tion. First act is gabby and rep- 
etitious, characters being annoying 
jrather than amusing. While the 


|other acts are somewhat better, ‘En- 
|gagement’ never seems to get into 
stride. 

| One-setter is localled outside a 
former coach house on a Connecti- 
cut estate owned by the _ backer, 
widowed Mrs, Faulkner, who has 
amorous intentions towards Geoffrey 
| Armstrong, middle-aged guest 
on hand for a new play tryout. 
with whom he 


| beth Emerson, 


|trouped and to whom he was wed. | 
Mrs. Faulkner insists that her 
giddy daughter, Geneva, appear in 


the cast, which nearly disrupts the 
outfit, but the kid is disposed of by 


the young author, who elopes with | 
She also plans to lure Geoffrey | 


her. 
aboard a yacht due to sail for Cali- 
fornia, but that plan is stalled by 
Elizabeth, who admits she still loves 
her straying mate, a fellow who went 
to Hollywood but is about on the 
way out as an actor. 

A New York manager is 


supposed 


comedy scene comes when they dis- 


tablished. In solo. and with Touis|cuss former appearances together 
and Robert Hightower, in specialties, and he claims to nave registered 
Miss Gae clicks for unusual audi- | best. Mention of the Lunts is made, 
ence values. Other tern standouts | and when he dryly points out that 


throughout are Janis Carter 


and |they are never referred to as the 


Lipman Duckat: Harry Rocue in two | Fontannes, it provides the play's best 


and Miriam Franklin. 


. . . } . 
tero cpnortunities. and Cliff Ferre | giggle. 


Audrey Christie hasn’t much 


towards the! 


into the, 


star | 
En- | 
| gaged for the same purpose is Eliza- | 


Other than Miss Merman’s spec-|Chance but she took the part to 
tacular stage values, the blend of tal- | Shange her luck and was immedi- 
ents makes for a well-rounded com- | ately engaged for ‘Hi-Ya, Gentle- 
posite whole, eclipsed only in the | men’ (musical featuring Max Baer). 
comedy department as handled by|Evelyn Varden is the talkative, 
Treacher and the Ragland-Harring- | Whistle-blowing manager of the 
somewhat volcanic jitterbug oppo- | Me. 
gite Treacher. but does all right with | fair part. Augusta Dabney is likable 
her DT brand of comedy. Dunn was |S the ingenue, while Caryl Smith 
a cold-handicapned juve at the open- |S the gawky amateur attracts at- 
ing, but apart from the vocalizing he | tention. 
handles his lines well. Miss Merman; There are sex angles in the play 
works often and hard from curtain | but they hardly figure to help much. 
® curtain. She’s the local cafe! Ibee. 








Leona Powers is the widow, a! 


| Suzanna and the Elders 


Comedy in three acts (four scenes) by 
Lawrence Langner and Armina Marshail. 
Staged by Worthington Miner; setting and 
ostumes by Stewart Chaney Presentex 
by Jack Kirkland At Morosco, N. ¥ 
Oct. 29, °40; $3.50 top 
Sister Mary Lam)... .-l.ots Hall 
Sister Abigail Adams..... Drina Hill 
Sister Flavilla Ford .Rosemary Carver 
Sister Olympia Herring Mary Boylan 
sister Hannah Plunkeit.. -Grace Follett 
sister Amanda Perkins Vettina Ceri 
Sister Clarissa Marshall..Frances Harrison 
Sister Suzanna Leeds....... Haila Stoddard 
Patience Kent Jane Seymout 
Rrother Tom.... ..Lloyd Bridges | 
R Abner Owe +9 Philip Coolidge 
Charles Owen. cocccccee tf OUl Ballantyne 
John Adam Kent Morris Carnovsky 
Brother Mecintos ‘ Royal Beal 

| brother Tupper. iloward Freemat 
Brother Birdseye Ralph Wordley 
Brother Plunkett ..Hale Norcross 
Brother Stafford... (iharles Furcolowe 
Brother Lemuel... tiechard Clark 
Brother Longhorne theodore Newton 
Rrother Galusha..... ..fTom Ewell 


Mike Lenihan...... ....Ross Hertz 

The subject matter of this comedy, 
a Socialist community, such as dotted 
the country during the 1870's, is inter- 
esting, but the play has insufficient 
dramatic substance for boxoffice suc- 
cess. According to advance rumor, 
the script had been dirtied up since 
it was first tested at Westport, Conn., 
two summers ago. However, except 
for some ‘teengage jokes about sex, 
it still seems innocuous. 

There’s some talk about Socialist 
economic and industrial theories in 
the show, but co-authors Lawrence 


Langner and Armina Marshall ap- 
pear mainly concerned with the 


practice of ‘experimental breeding’ 
earried on in the community. It's 
kind of a twist on the 
theme that made their ‘Pursui’ of 
Happiness’ a hit, but in this’ case it 
seems old-fashioned and harmless 
instead of titillating. 

In ‘Suzanna and the Elders’ the 
benevolent despot who rules the 
little group has no faith in romantic 
| love, or marriage, or the family, all 
of which he believes tend to inspire 
possessiveness and greed. Seeking 
to improve upon nature, he tries to 
build a better race of humans by 
‘experimental breeding’ among se- 
| lected members of the community. 


| Of course the human equation up- 
‘sets this theoretical Utopia. The 
| idealistic Socialists grow restive un- 
|der the cramping moral and eco- 
/nomie restrictions and, when an old- 
fashioned boy and girl romance 
brings their dissatisfaction to a head, 
they decide to resume the custom 
of marriage, property ownership 
jand other capitalistic practices. 


Thus, ‘Suzanna and the Elders’ turns | 


‘out to be simply a mild boy-meets- 
girl story in costume. 

Worthington Miner’s staging seems 
obvious and inert, although the 
script offers little scope for in- 
ventiveness. Within the limits of 
i\the parts, the performances are 
|rather good. Morris Carnovsky is 
| understandable and likable as 
patriarch, while Haila Stoddard 
gives her best performance so far as 
ithe headstrong heroine. Lois Hall, 
| Jane Seymour and Tom Ewell also 
stand out, while Drina Hill, Paul 
Ballantyne, Royal Beal, Richard 
Clark, Theodore Newton and 
|Hertz are effective in supporting 
parts. Stewart Chaney’s setting and 
|costumes are excellent. 
land, author-producer of ‘Tobacco 
| Road,” has in this case unfortunately 
|expended a superior production on 
an inferior play. Hobe. 





Legit Cues 





Kale Hathaway, one of the regu- 
lar company at the Paper Mill play- 
house, Millburn, N. J., and in the 
troupe’s first production, ‘Jeannie.’ 


Ina Claire remodeling 


Lois Moran, now Mrs. Clarence 
Young, wife of a Pan-American Air- 
ways official, directing the San Fran- 
cisco Children’s Theatre. 


Male lead opposite Miriam Hop 
kins in the Guild's forthcoming ‘Bat- 


tle of Angels’ is described as a Henry 


Fonda or Dean Jagger part. 

John Wexley is at his Bucks 
county (Pa.) home writing a new 
play, which the Guild will see first. 


| Walter Hackett, author of ‘Captain | 


| Applejack’ and ‘White Sister,’ has a 
;/new script. His wife, Mary Lorne, 
| is planning to return to the stage. 


Why Not Dual It? 


Los Angeles, Nov. 5. 








Fortunio Bona-Nova, stage 
ducer, filed $29,000 damage suit 
against Dr. Peter Riccardi and 


| Rogers, lessees of the Mason theatre. 
Plaintiff charges he had made 
‘arrangements to stage a musical 
|comedy, ‘The Master,’ at the Mason, 
| Starting last Nov. 4, but found the 
‘defendants had arranged to open an- 
other show in the theatre on the 
same day. 


‘bundling’ | 


the | 


Ross | 


Jack Kirk- | 


Victorian- 
architecture home in San Francisco. 


rE 


| Plays Out of Town 





| Glamour Preferred 


Princeton, N. J., Nov. 3. 

| Brock Pemberton presents comedy fa 
three acts by Florence Ryerson and Colin 
Clements. Directed by Antoinette Perry; 
setting by John Root. YVresented for first 
time at MeCarter, Princeton, Nov. 2, °40. 
$2.75 top. 

Amanda Beckett.....cceese: .Helen Harmon 
EMER cisatedendcaeed eecces Elsie Mae Gordon 
Webster.......cee cosececsoc Saenry Yrncent 

| Atrmela Vaughn. occccccccccecss Irene Corlett 
Max Mumick...ccccccccecsers Charles Trexler 
Lynn Eldridge........eessee Flora Campbell 


Silver-Fish Exterminators | Churles Rains 
} Thomas Babcock 


FOR POP. .cccvscvosegecserees Lex Lindsay 
Kerry Bidridge....cccocecesces Glen Langa 
BOE . ccrdecaeroviesoceeseeess Albert Lewis 
Bernard C, Golhiwater.........++ Louis Sorin 
Nicholas Jorgad.....-cscecces Stefan Schnabel 
| Mr Pengilly.....--s+eee00++Maidel Turner 
5 Ce Ws 56:6 400 050ke0ese ube Wyn Cahoon 
Hemmer CekK. cccccccessBosees ..Jumes O' lear 
pee * Seer ee ..+-Elaine Perry 
i Karl Reinbeck....ccccccccscess lienry Levin 
| Sir FOWMPMe : dvoccdevevseeocts tobert Craven 
PoOhMCOMBR. occcccccccsesosess William Byrnes 


With revivals definitely in vogue 
this season, Brock Pemberton might 
just as well bill ‘Glamour Preferred’ 
as a revival of all the old Hollywood 
gags and sagas rolled into one. The 
new comedy by Florence Ryerson 
and Colin Perry, originally titled 
‘Morality Clause,’ will hardly get by 
on its originality. Kaufman and Hart 
did a better and funnier job on it 
about a dozen years ago in ‘Once in 
‘a Lifetime.’ 
| Despite an abundance of witty 
jlines and surefire malapropisms, the 
‘action in ‘Glamour’ is too slow. The 
j}authors take an entire first act to lay 
the background for a rather feeble 
story, and the second act is too spot- 
ity. The play succeeds in building up 
to a chaotic pitch only to fall flat by 
a weak finale. 

The authors haven't missed a trick 
i taking Hollywood over the coals. 


You'll find Goldwyn’s prototype 
spouting jumbled and accented epi- 
|grams; a ruthless gossip columnist 
'who’ll commit anything short of 


Ing as a magnet it may bring 
isfactory response. As in, the ae 
is merely a background for a Sieun 
personal appearance and without 
him it would be as ineffectual as a 
mickey without the finn. Looks bet 
ter as a road attraction than for the 
Broadway menu. , 

An attempt is made to bri; 
| show up to date by placing 
as 1940 and by inserting 
lines relative to Roosevelt 
kie. They're out of place and add 
nothing to the comedy. Same Z0es 
for a crack about Mrs. F.D.R. 

Cast, with one or two hoidovers 
from the summer troupe, offers ade. 
quate support that should improve 
with playing. John Call, as Elmer's 
younger brother, looks enough like 
him to make it official and turns in 
a lively performance to boot. Peggy 
O'Donnell, Grace Carney and Muriel 
Williams fill femme romantic roles 
capably, and Edwin Gordon fits as 
Bull Wade, team scout who discoy- 
ers Elmer®. Alexander Clark over. 
acts badly as the team owner, s09 
much so that credits should have 
read ‘scenery created by Herbert 
Andrews, chewed by Alexander 
Clark.’ Suzanne Jackson pleases as 
Elmer’s mother and Eva Condon is 
okay as the family servant. 

Brown is tops in a role that is 
glove-fitting for his particular vein 
of comedy. He uses considerable 
business’ picked up in his film ver- 
sion of the play. Some ad libbing 
worked out so well-<\t preem that it 
is being kept in. Same applies to a 
curtain speéch that was the show's 
highlight on opening night. There's 
a possibility that Brown may work 
this angle up into an advantageous 
item on the order of the Barrymore 
asides in ‘My Dear Children.’ 

Staging has first and third frames 
showing up best, with a bad sag in 
the play’s midsection. Sets are okay 
for an obvious limited budget. A 


1g the 
the time 

Several 
and Wil]. 





;}mayhem to get dirt for his column; | 
a refugee Gzech director in all his | 
artistic temperament emoting with a | 
punk dialect and accompanied by his 
two stooges; here, too, you'll find the | 
big-time author exiled to pretentious | 
offices and obscurity: there’s the | 
Purity League head who controls 2,- 
|000,000 admissions and an assortment | 


of monkeys, lions and goldfish ex- 
terminators, 


They all enter the portals of the 
Eldridge Ranch House of an empty- 
headed glamour boy who has been 
pushed to the top by a faithful wife, 
'an ex-star of the Keystone Cop era, 
'only to fall prey to every designing 
siren. While on a personal appear- 
ance tour in the east he starts a 
scandal by disappearing from an im- 
portant dinner in the company of an 
|ex-flame. His wife gets the news 
from a gossip column and resumes 
her thankless task of bringing the 
errant husband to his senses, 

Through it all bounces the matron- | 
ily Purity League snooping for sex | 
angles, only to succumb to Holly- | 
wood glamour. In a waek and sud- | 
i}den climax, Hollywood’s No. 1 love} 
birds are reunited as the gossip | 
writer misses out on the story of the 
year. 
| The cast is uniformly good, partic- 
|ularly Louis Sorin as Bernard C. | 
Goldwater, the Goldwynesque pro- 
ducer; Flora Campbell, as the ever- 
devoted wife: Glen Langan, in the 
thankless role of the glamour boy, | 
and Robert Craven, who does a par- | 
ticularly fine bit as Sir Hubert | 
| Towyn, husband of the menace. 

Antoinette Perry’s direction {is all 
that could be desired, while John 
Root’s single setting is excellent. 

Rosen. 


ELMER THE GREAT 


(JOE E. BROWN) 
New Haven, Nov. 1. 


Revival of Ring Lardner comedy in three 


acts (six scenes), starring Joe KE. Brown. 
Staged by Brown; settings, Herbert An- 
drews; presented by Aldrich & Mvyers<at 
» Sh “rt, New Haven, Oct. 31, ‘40; $2.75 
Mrs. Kane Suzanne Jacksor 
Co re ey ne Eva Cond 
Ll ay ae ene Jol Ca 
| Kane J ] } I 
Amy Gillar Grace Carney 
ee ee eee ae Per Heltor 
Nf S PUGIG. sve Pegg O' Donne 
] W ade Edwin Gordon 
Kit Car } Lawrence Weber, Jr 
G phy Sutton ’ Dick Mid ley 
Johnny Abt l‘rancis Le Sales 
ne Bonh --James Hayes 
Bo 2) eee : oe Dick Byre: 
Nid Crowley.... -Allen Stewart | 
Ae MONG e Aces 6:46 on kde s daek a bee Keith Davis 


Nosey Noonan. 
Grouch Stevens 


Re ger 


Sen Laughlin 
Blankenship 
High Hip Healy............Morgan Davies 


| From 


novelty is introduced in the form of 
between-scenes vocalizing by a quav- 
tet comprised of Dick Byrer. Allen 
Stewart, Keith Davis and Morgan 
Davies. Bone. 


HERE TODAY 


(RUTH GORDON) 
Boston, Nov 


in three acts by 
Stars Ruth Gordon, 
Productions (Schmid- 
by William Miles, 
Galania, at Cop- 


1 
Comedy-farce revival 
George Oppenheimer. 
Presented by Copley 
lapp & Gaites); staged 
with setting by Louis P. 


ley, Boston, Oct, 31, ‘40; $2.20 top. 

Jeffrey Windrew.....ccscceed Albert Whitely 
og, SOP rr ..-Pauline Myers 
Philip Graves..cceccocs o+-ee--Alan Hewitt 
|} Claire Windrew... Augusta Roeland 
is MTOM secspececesesuas Ethel Wilson 
Stanley Dale. cccor.cccccccccsese King Calder 
Mary Hilllard. cccccccccss -».- Ruth Gordon 
Spencer Grant --John D. Seymour 


This is the third and best of the 
Copley Productions this season, and 
a revival of a good comedy in which 


Ruth Gordon starred about eight 
years ago. Play has been revised 
here and there to eliminate lines 


that might date it, and this revision 
as such, is skillful. However, this 
type of comedy is not up to present 
day hit standards. Maybe the day 
is past when the ribbing of the more 


sober citizenry by snappy chatte: 
from the intense intelligentsia Is 
|enough to make a show entertain- 


ing. 

Briefly, the plot concerns the suc- 
cessful campaign of a woman to re- 
trieve her ex-husband from his nev 
love interest. Miss Gordon, as the 
gai who wins, represents a member 
of that very smart speakeasy society) 
who spoke ‘another language’ in the 
bathtub gin days. She plays a hare- 
brained dilly, who talks like Gracie 
Allen. Apparently her traveling 
companion, Stanley Dale (King 
Calder) and her ex-husband, Philip 


Graves (Alan Hewitt) think she’s 
just ‘too, too’—and they, in the 
smug way, have a swell time con- 
founding the Windrew household, 
also smug. 

Very soon after Mary Hilliard 
(Miss Gordon) barges in with Dale 
to disturb the peace of the Win- 


drew’s Nassau winter place, it’s quite 
apparent that she'll land Philip and 
abash his new girl, Claire Windrew, 
and Claire’s mother, brother and fi- 
ance with a barrage of flip bante! 
that point, there is only the 
acting and dialog to sustain interest 

Ethel Wilson is thoroughly enjoy- 
able as Mrs. Windrew, shocked and 
baffled by the invasion of the cuffo 
society set. King Calder is good as 
care-free, blase partner for Miss 
Gordon, and Alan Hewitt makes his 
character of the middle man in the 
love triangle quite human. Augusta 
Roeland, as the other girl, and John 
Seymour, as her conventional fiance 





pro- | 


SPN MOONE 6556 vaedeeaee Akexander Clark | 
Evelyn Corey......ccsceee, Murial Williams | 
BB ree ex Richard Irving | 
ee Oe ae +»»-Douglas Keaton | 
ere seo-cakebesucel Betty Kelley | 
Oscar Sop eneee ere re ye ‘ -- George Spelvin | 
COn, SEMETIE. bc icwevned Ceereccoes Ed Butler | 
Yankee Quartette....cccccccccccs eeccces 
Byrer, Stewart, Davis and Davies 








Having met with fair success in | 
several strawhat stands with this | 
comedy last summer, Joe E. Brown 

with the assistance of several spon- 
sors, is offering it as Broadway pos- 

sibility. This is the comedy about 

the jerktown baseball pitcher who is 
so good, when he joins a big-league 
| team, that he never lets anyone get 
to first base. As a candidate for hit 
honors in these days, this play would | 
| probably meet a similar fate on its 
own merits, but with Brown’s clown- 


i 


; from Philly, both handle their roles 


commendably. Albert Whitely, cast 
as an effete brother of Claire, and 
Pauline Myers, appearing briefly as 
a colored maid, perform with less 
assurance than the others. 


William Miles, director, keeps the 
folks moving about quite a bit to 
partially compensate for a_ slight 
shortage of action in the script. Ga- 
lanis’ colorful living room set is okay 
considering that three doors, a stalr- 
way, built-in bar and a veranda 
vista leave practically no = 7 

ox. 
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Saroyan'’s Time’ Okay $14,000 in Chi: 
Ditto Father, ‘Animal Perks at 106 








Chicago, Nov. 5. 

‘Time Of Yowr Life’ arrived last 
week as the second of the American 
Theatre Society subscription shows 
and came up with considerable crit- 
ical and public enthusiasm. Though 
failing to reach any sellout propor- 
tions, the piece has, nevertheless, 
profit propensities and can figure on 
a stay of it from present indications. 

Other shows in town are holding 
their own and better, with ‘Male 
Animal’ perking and ‘Meet the Peo- 
ple, which started at a limp, now 
running in the black. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 
(35th week) (1,200; $2.75). Entire 
production and handling is a lesson 
in public good-will. It dropped last 
week a bit, to $14,000, but still a fine 
profit margin. 

‘Male Animal,’ (Selwyn (8th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Piece is going along 
steadily and with publicity boosting 
is managing satisfactorily at $10,000. 

‘Meet the People,’ Grand (5th 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Public reac- 
tion grows constantly more favor- 
able at the boxoffice; will hold un- 
til week before Xmas before scram- 
ming for Times Square. Again $12,- 


‘Time of Your Life,’ Erlanger (ist 
week) (1,300; $2.75). Though under 
capacity, proving marketable com- 
modity. With subscription support 
came up with $14,000. 


HEPBURN BIG $26,000 
IN DET.; ‘LAWYER’ N.G. 


Detroit, Nov. 5. 
Three theatres finally went into 
action here last week, rolling time 
back to the booming '20’s with all the 
legitimate houses in Detroit in op- 








ve 


Joe E. Brown’s ‘Elmer’ 
Weak $3,800 in N. H. 


New Haven, Nov. 5. 
have been the pre-election 
slump, but town went father light 
on the Joe E. Brown revival of 
‘Elmer the Great’ last weekend. In 
for four performances, gross reached 
an approximate $3,800, which was 
not too good at $2.75 top. That scale 
may also have had something to do 
with the half empty lower floor. 
Show drew favorable notices. 

Only attraction definite now is the 
current last half of the ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ road show with Billy House and 
Eddie Garr (7-9). Pencilled for 
later this month are preems of Phil 
Baker's ‘All in Fun’ and Max Baer 
in ‘Hi-Ya Gentleman.’ 


‘LADY WAITING 


It ma 








Philadelphia, Nov. 5. 

For the first time this season 
Philly’s two regular United Booking 
Office legit houses are open this 
week simultaneously. The Forrest 
is going places with the Theatre 
Guild-Gilbert Miller production of 
‘Twelfth Night’ with Helen Hayes 
and Maurice Evans. With a $40,000 
advance reported as early as last 
Thursday (31) and around 43 grand 
reported unofficially yesterday aft- 
ernoon (Monday), ‘Twelfth Night’ 
romises to rival some of theatre’s 
iggest grosses. Run is for two 
weeks and show is on American The- 
atre Society subscription. 





eration. It also meant three differ- 
ent plans being in operation, with | 
the Lafayette providing  bargain- | 
price rotary stock; the Wilson what | 
amounts to standing company on | 
operettas and musical comedy, and 
the Cass bringing in the road attrac- 
tions. 

Katharine Hepburn in ‘Philadel- 
phia Story,’ first of the Theatre 
Guild subscription attractions to 
come into the Cass, played to ca- 
pacity business. It was followed 
Monday (Nov. 4) by Gladys George 
in ‘Lady in Waiting.’ 

Wilson, where the Messrs. Shubert 
are putting together musical shows, 
and Lafayette, with Wee & Leven- 


thal’s ‘See My Lawyer,’ are both n.g. | 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Philadelphia Story,’ Cass (1,400; 
$3.30). During its eight perform- | 
ances, Hepburn piece played up to | 
house’s hilt for smash $26,000. | 

‘Too Many Girls,’ Wilson (1,900; | 
$2.20). Conditions here still are far 
from healthy, with only an approxi- 
mate $8,500 for the nine perform- 
ances, a slight increase over the first 
week of *Unfaithfully Yours,’ when 
approximately $8,000 came in. 

‘See My Lawyer,’ Lafayette (1,900; 
$1.10). Patronage started extremely 
slow. N. g. $2,500 estimated for first 
six performances, including two ma- | 
tinees. 


‘Road’ Hurt by Beefs 
In Mpls.; Fair $7,000 


Minneapolis, Nov. 5. 
Newspapers’ refusal to run ads 
after Catholic group’s protests hurt 





‘Tobacco Road’ seriously last week, | 


and, in the 2,200-seat Lyceum at 
$1.65 top, it struggled to reach esti- 
mated fair $7,000 for nine 
formances. Last season, in the.same 
house, the attraction copped hefty 
$17,000, with an extra midnight 
Saturday show added to make 10 
performances in all. 

‘Little Foxes’ underlined for Nov. 
14-16, 





Cornelia Otis Skinner 
Options Job’s ‘Swift’ 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 5. 
Bill Fields, p.a. for Playwrights 
Co. and Cornelia Otis Skinner, 


bought an option on Thomas Job’s | 


Play, ‘Not to the Swift,’ for Miss 
Skinner last week while he was 
here ahead of the Lunts in ‘There 
Shall Be No Night.’ Job, whose 
Barchester Towers’ was done by Ina 
Claire for Guthrie McClintic few sea- 
sons ago, is now a professor in Car- 
negie Tech drama school’s faculty. 

‘Swift’ was tried out this Summer 
at Red Barn theatre, Locust Valley, 
L. IL, under another title, ‘Rue With 
a Difference.’ Miss Skinner expects 
to do it, Fields said, after Warren 


Munsell, Jr.’s, ‘By Any Other Name, | 


which is slated to go into rehearsal 


when star finishes her current solo 
tour, 


per- | 


Other offering this week is Dante, 
the magician, in his revue, ‘Sim Sala 
Bim.’ House is the Locust, and en- 
gagement is limited to a week. 

Last week’s lone attraction, ‘Lady 


'in Waiting,’ jumped a little more 
than a grand in its second and final | 


week at the Locust for a neat $10,- 
000, quite profitable for this show. 
Upstairs trade was better than or- 
chestra both weeks. 

Locust, which now has best lineup 


| of bookings it has had in a couple of 


seasons, gets tryout, ‘Conquest in 
April,’ next Monday for two weeks 
and then ‘Ladies in Retirement’ on 
| subscription. Forrest has ‘Night of 
| Love’ skedded for two weeks start- 
ing 18th and musical, ‘All in Fun’ on 
| Dec. 9. This month is solidly booked 
—remarkable for Philly these 
days. 


‘PYG’ LOSES D. C. CRIX 
VOTE, BUT OK $12,000 


Washington, Nov. 8. 
Ruth Chatterton’s ‘Pygmalion,’ 








| which opened its projected transcon- 


tinental tour here last week at the 


National, took a stiff reprimand from | 


all critics, especially in comparison 


'to the Howard-Hiller film, but same 


drama eds went tc town on inter- 
| views, candid camera spreads and 
| feature stories throughout engage- 
ment. Result was that week not 
only held up, but built for surpris- 
| ingly satisfactory $12,000. 

| Current is Brock Pemberton’s new 
Hollywood comedy, ‘Glamour Pre- 
ferred.’ Next on tap is Shuberts’ 
new musical play, ‘Night of Love,’ 
opening Nov. 11. 


‘Dinner’ 166 in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Nov. 5. 

Political oratorical pyrotechnics 
via radio by national, state and local 
job-seeking aspirants, plus the p.a. 
of many big names in the political 
firmament, constituted stiff opposish 
to legit here, but the drawing power 
,of ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
with Clifton Webb in the top role, 
was strong enough for the piece to 
close the first of a two-week stand 
at the American theatre Saturday 
(2) with a good b.o. take. Eight per- 
formances grossed approximately 
$16,000. 
$2.80. 

Piece copped raves from al! the 
crix. It winds up local engagement 
| Saturday (9), and is the second le- 
giter to play more than one week 
| during the current season. “Tobacco 
| Road’ was the other. 











Elissa Landi in N. C. 


Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 5. 
Elissa Landi, screen actress, will 
appear here Nov. 8 in a dramatic 
program, “Thumbnail Sketches.’ 
Miss Landi’s recent stage roles in- 


} 
—Palace, 
’ ' Joliet, M1. (5); Coronado, Rockford, 


The house was scaled to} 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Nov. 4.) 





‘A Night of Love’—Shubert, Bos- 
| toa. 
Ballet Russe de Mente Carlo— 
Opera House, Boston, - 
‘Conquest in April’ (Henry Hull) 
—Playhouse, Wilmington, Del. (8-9). 
‘Elmer the Great’ (Joe E. Brown) 
—Plymouth, Boston. 


‘Every Man for Himself’ (Lee 
Tracy )—Lobero, Santa Barbara (8- 
9). 





‘Folies Bergere’ — El] Capitan, 
Hollywood. 

‘Glamour Preferred’ — National, 
Washington. 


‘Hellzapoppin’ —- Bushnell  audi- 
jtorium, Hartford, Conn. (5-6); Shu- 
bert, New Haven (7-9). 


‘Here Today’ (Ruth Gordon)— 
Copley, Boston. 

‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- 
son )—Wilbur, Boston. 

‘Lady in Waiting’ (Gladys George) 
—Cass, Detroit. 

‘Life With Father’ (Lillian Gish) 
—Blackstone, Chicago. 

‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Civie Repertory, Boston. 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 

South Bend (4); Rialto, 





Ill. (6); Davidson, Milwaukee (7-9). 
‘Male Animal’ 

Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 

ton Webb)—American, St. Louis. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Tay- 
lor Holmes) — Auditorium, Newark, 
O. (4); Fairbanks, Springfield, O. 
(5); Paramount, Marion, Ind. (7); 
i'Uptown, Racine, Wis. (8); Garrick, 
Fond du Lac, Wis. (9). 

‘Meet the People’— Grand Opera 
House, Chicago. 

‘Not for Children’ (Victor Jory, 
Lloyd Nolan)—Lobero, Santa Bar- 
bara (10). 

‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine 
Hepburn)—Shrine, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
(4); Victory, Dayton, O. (5); Hart- 
iman, Columbus (6-9). 


(Elliott Nugent)— 





| ‘Pins and Needles’—His Majesty’s, 
Montreal. 
‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton)— 
Ford’s, Baltimore. 
| ‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 


|Municipal Auditorium, New Orleans 
| (445); City Auditorium, Jackson, 
|Miss. (6); Lanier Auditorium, Mont- 
|gomery, Ala. (7); Erlanger, Atlanta 
| (8-9). 

‘The Ass and His Shadow’—Play- 
| house, Cleveland (6-9). 

| “There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
|Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Capitol, Ot- 
jtawa (4); Royal Alexandra, Toronto 
| (5-9). 

‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dowl- 
ing )—Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
| Fox, Stevens Point, Wis. (4); Grand, 
| Wausau, Wis, (5); Fond du Lac, Fond 
|du Lac, Wis. (6); Myers, Janesville, 


| Wis. (7); Parkway, Madison, Wis. 
| (8-9). 
‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes, 


Maurice Evans) — Forrest, Philadel- 


phia. 
‘Zero Hour’—Music Box, Holly- 
wood (8-9). 


= 





Princeton’s Tryout 
And U. Triangle Show 


Princeton, N. J., Nov. 5. 
Elmer Rice’s ‘Flight Into the West, 
| originally titled ‘Transatlantic,’ will 
have its first performance at McCar- 
ter on Dec. 14, with a week to follow 
|}in Washington. Rice play is laid en- 
'tirely in westbound Atlantic Clipper 





| plane. 
| Princeton University’s 52d annual 
Triangle Club production, ‘Many a 


Slip,’ will open at McCarter Nov. 15. 


Following two performances on 
week-end of Yale-Princeton football 
game, the Nassau musical production | 
will open extensive road tour at 
Globe, New York, Dec. 20-21. A 
3,000-mile trip with stopovers in 14 
cities wil] follow for remainder of | 


Christmas vacation. Author of this 
|year’s show is Robert R. Chapman, 
\'41, of Greenwich, Conn., president 
of Triangle Club. 





Engagements 


Billie Burke, ‘Here We Go’. 
Robert Shackleton, ‘Hi-Ya Gentle- 
| men’. 








Paul Hernreid, Hugh Marlowe, 
| ‘Flight to the West’. 

Charles Pursell, Rosalind Ivan, 
Gwyneth Hughes, Sayre Crawley, 


Alvin Lyons, ‘The Corn Is Green’, 
| Irene Corlett, Glen Cortland, Elsa 


Campaign Windup 


Hurts Bway; 


Hattie’ Smash $30,000, ‘Cabin’ OK 
$14,000, Ditto ‘ 


Geo. Wash.,” $13,000 





‘Ladies In Retirement’ 
Fair $10,800 In Balto 


Baltimore, Nov. 5. 


Corn Is Green,’ a new one by Emlyn 
| Williams, slated for a_ three-day 
break-in Nov. 14. ‘Corn’ will be 
presented by Herman Shumlin with 
Ethyl Barrymore holding down the 
starring niche. 


‘Last week ‘Ladies in Retirement’ 
fulfilled the first of six plays prom- 
ised under the American Theatre 
Society subscription plan. Battled 
valiantly at $2.85 against pre-elec- 
tion blues and thanks to heavy up- 
stairs play added to subscribers ad- 
vance sale, managed to build to esti- 
mated fair $10,800 at the 1,900-seater. 


“12TH NIGHT BIG 
$24,000 IN HUB 


Boston, Nov. 5. 

Very spotty situation here last 
week, with ‘Twelfth Night’ and ‘Life 
With Father’ getting practicaly all 
the trade and three other shows 
starving: ‘Night of Love,’ the new 
Shubert musical; ‘White Haired Boy,’ 
the Martin-Beatrice Kaufman com- 
edy which George Abbott took off 
the boards Saturday (2) indefinitely; 
and ‘Here Today,’ revival by George 
Oppenheimer, with Ruth Gordon 
starred. 

New shows, opening Monday (4), 
are ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ with 
Flora Robson, and ‘Elmer the Great,’ 
with Joe E. Brown. Novel stunt in 
connection with ‘Elmer’ will be an- 
nouncement of election returns to- 
night (5) from stage and through 
WBZ, with special material inserted 
into stage script for Joe E. Brown. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Twelfth Night,’ Colonial (2nd wk.) 
(1,643; $3.30). 
biz on second and final week. Al- 
though not generaly rated the choic- 
est of the Shakespeare vehicles, the 
performances of Helen Hayes and 
Maurice Evans and the staging of 








rific draw for Bostonians. Bowed 


out with smash $24,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Repertory (5th 
wk.) (965; $2.75). No stopping this 
one. Seats selling weeks in advance. 
Fifth frame very solid at $15,000. 

‘Night of Love,’ Shubert (1st wk.) 
(1,590; $3.30). New Shubert musi- 
cal given the thumbs-down treat- 
ment by the press and public. Scored 
under $5,000 for initial tryout stanza. 

‘The White Haired Boy,’ Plymouth 
(one week) (1,480; $2.75). 
a-borning and taken off after a sin- 
gle week’s tryout. Took around $2,- 
500. 

‘Here Today,’ Copley (1st wk.) 
(1,038; $2.20). Top price raised from 
$1.65, but incake still scanty here. 
Last week around $2,000. 


| ‘FOLIES’ BiG $17,000 





Los Angeles, Nov. 5. 
Biltmore is dark again after three 
weeks local tryout of the Jesse L. 
Lasky-Henry Duffy comedy, ‘Quiet, 
Please,” and probably will remain 
shuttered until Tallulah 





‘The Little Foxes.’ ‘Please’ moves 
to the Guild theatre in New York 
‘Folies Bergere’ is in third suc- 
cessful week at E! Capitan, where it 
probably will stick several 
stanzas. 


11 months after first edition, now on 
tour, first started. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Folies Bergere,’ E] Capitan, Holly- 


wood (R-1,560; $1.10) (2d week). 
Picked up slightly and at $17,000 
very good. 


‘Quiet, Please,’ Biltmore (C-1,656; 
$2.65) (3d-final week). 
did not want this comedy with a 
Hollywood background, and final 
stanza meagre $5,000. 





‘Mrs. Carrolls’ Tour 
Margaret Bannerman will take 
'*Two Mrs. Carrolls’ on a trans-Cana- 
| dian tour shortly, this being the play 
|done in London some time ago by 
‘Mira Mova and Leslie Banks. Mrs. 





clude starring parts in ‘Rebellion in | Mae Gordon, Helen Harmon, Charles | Bayard Veiller authored it. 


Shadow’ and in ‘Holiday House.’ Miss 
| Landi wrote ‘Rebellion in Shadow.’ 


| Trexler, Stefan Schnable, ‘Glamour 
Preferred’. 


Miss Bannerman 


is currently in 
i; New York casting it. 


ee 


| week) 


Closed with capacity | 


Margaret Webster added up to a ter- | 


Died | 


IN L.A., ‘QUIET’ SLIM 5G ass“: 


Bankhead | 


comes in sometime in January with | 


more | 
‘Meet the People’ has final- | 
ly closed its Hollywood run, nearly | 


Locals just | 





Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

‘Beys and Girls Together,’ Broad- 
jhurst (Sth week) (R-1,412; $4.40). 
|Election activities with numerous 
| broadcasts reflected en most box- 
offices; hits not materially off, how- 


‘Pygmalion,’ with Ruth Chatterton, | 
is in at Ford’s this week with ‘The | 


| ever, this one around $27,000. 


_. ‘Beverly Hills,’ Fulton (C-978; 
$3.30). Presented by Laurence 
Schwab and Otto L. Preminger; 
written by Lynn Starling and How- 
jard J. Green; opens Thursday (7) 


| after series of previews. 


‘Cabin the Sky,’ Martin Beck (2d 
_ (M-1,214; $3.30). Audiences 
enthusiastic; attendance not up to 
expectations, but takings of $14,000 
first full week indicates colored mu- 
sical may be stayer., 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ Royale 
(48th week) (M-1,407; $4.40). Femme 
lead changed again; Gypsy Rose Lee 
out and Betty Allen in again; Fran- 
ces Williams due to replace when 

show goes to road, probably soon; 
dipped to around $14,000. 


‘George Washington Slept Here’ 
| Lyceum (2d week) (C-1,004; $3.30). 
Best draw among straight shows so 
far; gross around $13,000 considered 
| okay considering pre-election dip. 
| ‘Hellzapeppin,’ Winter Garden 
, (111th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Sec- 
{ond company opens on road this 
| week; not expected to a lect original 
| laugh-getter outfit, but last week’s 
| pace dropped under $25,000. 


| ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Shubert 
| (8th week) (M-1,405: $4.40). Mati- 
|nees for some musicals not so much 
|in demand, but night attendance 
| holds to big figures; slightly affected 


| last week, but approximately $27,000. 
| ‘it Happens on Ice,’ Center (4th 
| week) (R-3,087; $2.75).. More than 
|held its own last week and rink 
| novelty looks set for stay; perform- 
ance-bolstering a factor; $36,600 
| quoted looks plenty profitable both 
| ways. 
| ‘Johnny Belinda,’ Belasco (7th 
| week) (D-1,000; $3.30). Early ar- 
| riving drama sticking, but has been 
| operating in the red; slipped to 
$4,000. 
| ‘Life With Father,’ Empire (52d 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Entering 
| second year and traveling at capac- 


| ity gait; $18,500 last week means just 
| fewer standees, 

| “Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial 
(23d week) (M-1,450; $4.40). List’s 
; topper continues clean-up pace; 
| Claimed virtual capacity despite elec- 
tion distractions; $34,000. 

‘Man Who Came Dinner,’ Music 
Box (55th week) (C-1,102; $3.30). 
| Long run shows were mostly af- 
fected by nearness of election; ap- 


| proached $13,500, which is quite 
profitable both ways. 
‘Panama Hattie,” .46th St. (ist 


week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Rated new- 
est musical smash; draw rave notices 
,and standee business after midweek 
| debut; with paid preview first seven 
times nearly $30,000. 

| ‘Quiet Please,’ Guild (C-956; $3.30). 
| Presented by Jesse L. Lasky and 
| Henry Duffy; written by F. Hugh 
| Herbert and Hans Kraly; recently 
| presented on Coast; opens Friday (8). 


| ‘Return Engagement,’ Golden (ist 
(C-789; $3.30). Opened Fri- 
drew n.s.g. notices and 
chances doubtful; may stay for in- 
| dicated picture rights eoin. 
‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (32d 
| week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Dipped like 
other stayers and slated through au- 
|tumn; has been turning weekly 
profit; claimed $9,000. 

‘Suzanna and Elders,’ Morosco (1st 
week) (C-939; $3.36). Was announced 
to close Saturday (2) after adverse 
press; good Saturday resulted in con- 


tinuance; may be audience show; 
little over $5,000. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (287th 


week) (C-1,107; $1.10). No show has 
| advertised ‘last weeks’ for so long 
|a period; rated around $4,500, which 
} means fair profit. 

‘White Haired Boy,’ Biltmore. 
Taken off after one week in Boston; 
Broadway presentation off indefi- 
nitely, 


Revivals 


‘Blind Alley,’ Windsor (3d week) 
(C-1,064; $2.20). Using two-for ones 
and other cut rates; may improve 
| after election, but weak so far; $3,500 
| estimated. 


‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (3d week) 
(C-1,064; $3.30). Started out prom- 
isingly and should fare well enough, 
what with new straight shows slow 
to arrive; around $8,000. 

‘Kind Lady,’ Playhouse (9th week) 
(CD-865; $3.30). Best draw of the 
revivals and slated through fall pe- 
riod: business last week estimated 
around $9,000. 


* cetline 
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shows were announced to play next 
Sunday (10), neither being among 
the leaders. Those managers who 
were apathetic about Sundays re- 
cently are expected to go into action, 
but if Sunday plans are backward it 
is hardly pertinent, because the sea- 
son has not gotten into stride. With 
the election over, production is ex- 
pected to be stepped up and, when 
more shows are added to the list, 
Sundays should become important, 

Stili to be determined is the time 
of starting Sunday shows. It has 
been demonstrated that night per- 
formances are the right idea for most 
successes played Sundays for benefit 
of the various actors’ charities, but 
the objective now is to attract that 
class of patronage that does not re- 
main on Broadway Sunday evenings, 
the weekly suburbanite influx. 
sumed that type of amusement seeker 
wants diversion at moderate prices, 
approximately the same rates that go 
for vaudfilm and other theatres 
which have had the Sunday field 
without legit opposition. 

Indications are that mid-afternoon 
curtains would lure the Sunday in- 


comers, who like others usually go | 


home comparatively early. That is 
proven by attendance in Broadway’s 
leading picture theatres, last eve- 
ning performances on Sundays being 





} 


‘No Admish Hike’ 


Council of mandatory Equity in 
session Monday (4) introduced 
a note in okaying the vote of 
the membership to play Sun- 
days without double pay for the 
balance of the season. Resolu- 








Equity Okays Sun. Legit 


Continued from page 49 


As- | 








cipally helped. It is anticipated, 
therefore, that actors will benefit be- 
cause the dates on Broadway are ex- 
pected to be extended, same going 
for managers of shows on the narrow 
edge between operating profit and 
loss, 
It is stipulated in the pact between 
Equity and the managers that a per- 
centage of Sunday earnings are to be 
given over to the move to ‘organize 
| audiences,’ an idea emanating from 
‘the actors’ association. League of 
New York Theatres attempted to 
campaign for suburbanite trade last 
season, without much success. It 
now believed that such activities, 
concentrated on Sunday attendance, 
will have much more favorable re- 
|action, particularly among potential 
playgoers of limited spending power. 
First shows which announced regu- 
ilar Sunday performances are ‘Kind 
‘Lady,’ Playhouse, and ‘Johnny Be- 
linda,’ Belasco. Former is a revival 
and the latter has been a light draw. 
‘Belinda,’ more than ‘Lady,’ which 
|has been faring rather well, may 
| prove the first test of the theory that 
| Sundays will aid the in-betweeners. 
It is to be discerned whether the 
| Sunday performance is materially 
better attended than Monday night. 
Under the law, shows playing Sun- 
days must lay off a full 24 hours. 
|But that is not applied to vaude, 
burlesque and_ other 


is 


which play Sundays, so it appears 
that legit is still discriminated 
against, 





Ams to Try Out New 
Louis Bromfield Play 


Cleveland, Nov. 5. 


attractions | 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Romantic Mr, Dickens’—John 
| Tuerk, 
| ‘Mornings at Seven’ 
Nat. Playgoers Guild. 
~ *Hi-Ya Gentlemen’ 
Aarons, Robert Ritchie. 
‘The Corn Is Green’ 
Shumlin. 
‘Horse Fever’--Alex Yokel. 
‘All in Fun’—Leonard Suliman, 


(road )— 
Alex 


Herman 


Phil Baker. 

‘Fledgling’ — Otis Chatfield- 
Tavlor. 

‘Conquest in April’ — Louise 


Carpenter, Adelaide Finch. 





Serlin-Shuberts 
Continued from page 49 


‘tributing system as in Boston. 
‘the drama section last Sunday (3) an 
‘expose was printed in the 
‘over the byline of Jack Gould, as- 


In | 


a 


Inside Stuff—Legit 








Comparative thickness of theatre programs, as a possible ind cation of 
a show's boxoffice prospects, has long been a matter of speculation ang 
comment in legit circles. Question is whether the number of pages in the 
program (determined, of course, by the amount of advertising) bears any 
direct relation to the probable success of the show. Naturally, once q show 
is established as a hit its program draws much more ads. Also, musicals 
nearly always get more program advertising than straight plays do How 
ever, likely-looking dramatic shows, particularly those for established 


| managements, such as the Theatre Guild, Sam H. Harris, etc., ones with 


Times | 


signed to the Hub to investigate the | 


complaints of visiting managers. 
Article led off: 

‘Acquisition of Boston’s largest 
ticket agency by the Shubert in-| 


| terests, who already control five of 
ithe city’s seven theatres, has pre- 
\cipitated a bitter row over the pe- 


5 


'rennial problem of theatre tickets.’ | 


|\Objecting showmen named are 
|Buddy De Sylva, the Playwrights, 
|Katharine Cornell, Eddie Dowling, 
Ed Wynn and Rowland Stebbins, 
who allege the Shuberts through 
| Herrick’s force patrons from the 
iboxoffice to the agency, where they 
must pay 75¢ premium. 


It is detailed that when Frank C. 
Herrick died last year his agency 


|was sold, but there was mystery over | 


the identity of the purchasers. Ac- 
cording to the records, the officers 


| Eiders’ 


same stars, such as the Lunts, Helen Hayes, Cornell or Bankhead. o 
written by name authors like Kaufman, Sherwood, Cole Porter, 
to attract heavy advertising in advance. 


r Ones 
alte sure 


For whatever it’s worth, then, the following are the number of pages in 
the programs for last few weeks’ openings: ‘Blind Alley’ (12), ‘Charley's 
Aunt’ (12), ‘George Washington Slept Here’ (36), Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo (36), ‘Cabin in the Sky’ (28), ‘Tis of Thee’-(16), ‘Suzanna and the 

(24), ‘Panama Hattie’ (44), ‘Return Engagement’ (16). Other 
recent openings and established hiis include ‘Journey to Jerusalem’ (36) 
‘Time of Your Life’ (16), ‘Boys and Girls Together’ (40), ‘Hold On ¢ 
Your Hats’ (44), ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (36), 


General comment anent youthfulness of recent Gilbert & Sullivan ren. 
ertory at the 44th Street, New York, failed to mention appearance of Play 
Arts Theatre Group of Baltimore on Broadway in June, 1928. Pioneer 
G. & S. group did ‘Patience’ to good returns and favorable critical re. 
sponse. Youthful group numbered several members who stepped into 
more ambitious company. Lillian Moore, solo danseuse at the Met; Eleanor 
Etheridge and Lonah Shaw, whe appeared in several Ziegfeld shows: 
Wilma Lanyon, who stepped into Willard Mack's ‘Gang War’ and Jater 
the ‘Grand Street Follies,’ and. Donald Kirkley, present drama and filn 
crick of the Baltimore Sun, were some of the members of that troupe. 
Company, under the direction of Tom Cushing, is still going strong and 
has turned out graduates into every branch of show business. Recent 
alumni includes Stan Shaw (Milkman’s matinee), Mildred Natwick, cur- 
rently in pix; Louise Platt, in ‘Stage Coach’ and ‘Captain Caution; Vir- 
ginia Fox and Melva Forsythe, who were members of Winthrop Ames’ 
G. & S. troupe; Dean Gehring, in current N. Y. company; Esther Kaiss 
who was in the ‘Vanities’ and is at present married to songwriter J. Vv. 
Monaco; Gary Moore, NBC comic, and many others. Present season, its 
l4th, is again essaying G. & S. rep, with ‘Pirates of Penzance’ current. 


Dr. H. A. Coveler, midtown N. Y. doctor, receievd a verbal correction 
from Equity, which had been stated that he was not on its list of recom- 
mended physicians. Check-up showed that he was listed from 1932 to 
1937, at which time Equity discontinued printing the names of doctors in 





lare Milton Wolf, of New York, 
‘Here Today, Gone Tomorrow’ is | brother-in-law of the Shuberts, his 
|a new drama by Louis Bromfield, | wife, Dora, sister of the Shuberts, 
|with his Man Friday, George Haw- | Mrs. Martha Levey, also related, and 
|kins, as collaborator, which the/Carl F. Schipper, Jr., attorney for 


its monthly magazine, following the action of the county medical associa- 
tion. Latter resolved that such listing was unethical and tantamount to 
advertising, which the medicos prohibit. Currently the monthly does list 
a single New York nose, ear and throat specialist. Equity makes no ex- 


tion stipulated that there shall 
be no boost in admission prices. 

Managers regarded that as an 
unnecessary precaution. General 





ideas about Sundays is to attract 
moderate-price patronage. At 
no time had there been any in- 
tent to hike scales. 








distinctly light. If the legit shows 
are to capture the Sunday crowds, 
the starting time would have to ap- 
proximate that of other attractions. 
Only show playing along legit lines 
playing Sundays this season is ‘It 
Happens on Ice,’ performance being 


|novelist is turning over to home- 
i|town amateur players in Mansfield, 
|O., for a tryout Dec. 3. 

Author, on trip here, would di- 
vulge nothing more about his plan 
ithan that he would co-direct it. One 
|of the three reasons behind preeming 
it in town of 40,000 population is 
that he’s building a new home at his 
jnearby Malabar farm. 
Bromfield has taken an active in- 
terest in its Community Players since 
|their inception several years ago. 


| 


Secondly, | 





at night, however. 

Sunday curtain at 3 p.m. was 
proven the right idea when ‘Jumbo’ 
was at the Hippodrome. Those mati- 
nees were virtuaily capacity for 17 
straight weeks, while the night per- 
formances were poorly attended. 
Another type of attraction in mid- 
town New York furnishes another 
lead for managers. Amateur hockey 
at Madison Square Garden at moder- 
ate prices Sunday afternoons have | 


|Helen Bacon, director, is also a close 
family friend who persuaded writer 
ito let her amateur group do ‘Here 
| Today’ first. Contingent of Cleveland 
critics will make trek to Mansfield 
to cover it for local sheets. 





| Suzanna’ Continues 





‘Suzanna and the Elders,’ which 


'the Shuberts in Boston. Mrs. Wolf is 
inow in the boxoffice of one of the 
\Shuberts’ FP ston theatres. When 
Herrick’s was taken over, the offices 


were moved to the Copley theatre | 


|building, owned by the Shuberts. 
Orders were then issued to Shubert 


itreasurers not to deal with other 
| agencies. 
Those agencies soon complained 


jthey were not able to secure desir- 
jable locations from Mrs. Levey. 
| They started court proceedings, al- 
\leging monopoly and restraint of 
i|trade. Milton R. Weinberger, a Shu- 
\bert lawyer who is also attorney for 
ithe League of New York Theatres 
land who is said to have helped 
iframe the Mitchell ticket law, man- 
laged to settle the action. Hub 
| brokers explained they were forced 
to discontinue the suit because they 


| billing, as he has deigned in former, self-financed musical comedy hit 
i'would have been forced out of busi- | 


lness before a court decision could be | 


reached. 


| way buildup for Jan Werich and Jiri Voskovec, refugee Czech playwrigh 
| comedians, who are getting a n 


been drawing between 10,000 and | Jack Kirkland opened at the Morosco, | a Rg . aga el pas 
12,000 persons (pro games at night |New York, last week, was announced oh cleat but the coc nick still ap- 
have a different type of draw), |to stop Saturday (2) after a weak /P™° 
Same amateur cards were tried at | Press kept down attendance. Late in Lee Shubert Explains 
night last season, but flopped. the week business picked up and it; Lee Shubert, in New York. de- 
Will Help Moderate Shows | was decided to continue. Best tak-|clared that the reputed complaints 
ings after the Tuesday (31) debut |from other showmen are phoney and 


During the week managerial dis-| were drawn Saturday night, when 
cussions will decide on Sunday | the count was around $1,000. 
schedules and whether the hits = ° 

aig A ae Figured that Sunday performances 
play then. There has been little dis- , . : 

Z a voted in by Equity was a contribut- 
pute that the less favored shows and at tains ia thn seed “yee 
those nearing the end of their Monday the cast greed a iaiene 

I ot anvesd 4 an 

normal engagements would be prin- : qa . o 

8as i cut. Play was written by Lawrence 

Langner and his wife, Armina Mar- 
shall. 


wil! 

















| New Combos 


Continued from page 49 


firms 


¥ . 
rms oilering 


f ilized service to 
the newer 


Service prin- 

cipally consists of advice in theatre 
and booking deals, accountancy and 
investment counselling. 

Newest firm in the field is John 
P. V. Brennan, A. Myler Kier and 
William Maxwell, operating both in 
New York and Hollywood, accounts 
there principally applying to tax 
} matters. Brennan, who has been 
personal representative for Schmid- 


speci: 


showmen 








| Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


EDDIE 
GARR 

















lapp, was accountant for the Sel- 
wyns. Kier, wealthy young Pitts- 


burgher, who studied at Yale, was 
teamed with Schmidlapp last season 
in backing ‘Walk With Music.’ Busi- 
ness management is not new to him, 
being in charge of the Kier estate. 
He prefers to be affiliated with show 


having a show business connection. 











‘inspired by gyp brokers in Boston. 
|Shubert, in defending Herrick’s, 
| which he says is practically a central 
ticket office, added that complaints 
had been received from patrons that 
they could not get tickets until the 


curtain time of performance and 
charged the brokers with holding | 
iback tickets, then dumping them 


|back. He further claimed that by 
Herrick’s supplying other agencies, 
all tickets could be traced in event 
of complaints of overcharging. 

S} 
ier 


ubert is 


do 


quoted saying 


‘It’s 


ea to one 


business 
to fo low the 
wished there 
The gyps got 
Boston. Now that’s 
that’ 


with 
agency ler 


tickets ays 


been liminated 
they’re all sore about.’ 

Manz also ‘explained’ why Her- 
rick’s is not getting ‘Father’ tickets, 
aying that if it made a buy for that 
show, buys will be sought for other 
attractions (buys are ruled out on 
Broadway 
of abuses by managers and brokers). 
Reason why Serlin booked an indie 
Boston house was also explained by 
the United Booking Office (Erlanger 
and Shuberts). 


and it's what 


iger 


indie house (Blackstone) in Chicago, | 
thereby ‘penalizing’ UBO, and there- | 


in Chicago. 


“HELLZ-A Sib PIN, JR.” PR yeaa New York attorneys nna - 
h specialized in business man- S. G. Marris laiinches a stock corm- 
® agement, most active probably be- pany at the Broadway theatre, North 
Mgt.: WM. KENT ing A. L. Berman, who acts for Bergen, N. J, next week » h ‘What 
1776 B’way, New York Buddy De Sylva and Ed Wynn, in a Life,’ everal players from 1 
addition to a number of players orig Ne 10 Cas 


‘Father’ is playing an | ; : 
playAng | to establish such a venture failed to get beyond the proposal stage 


planation for the exception, but no other metropolitan physician is named 
in the mag. 


Doctors in key cities, however, are listed for the convenience of actors 
on the road, it is stated. Upon request names of New York doctors are 
furnished, those offering special service or a discount. Matter of Dr. 
Coveler arose when his fee for attending the late Berton Churchill was 
questioned by his family, who, however, paid the bill through a Lambs’ 
club official. Dr. Coveler defended his right to fix the fee and said he 
had treated a number of Equity members who were broke without charge. 


Buddy DeSylva’s concurrent three Broadway stage musicals are empha- 
sized as parring a former Ziegfeld record, but it’s equally rare that a 
librettist and composer have two smash musicals running at one and the 
same time. Cole Porter did the tunes both for ‘Panama Hattie’ and ‘Du- 
Brrry Was a Lady,’ and Herbert Fields co-librettoed both. 
DeSylva figures as co-author in both also, although in ‘DuBarry’ he’s 
merely credited for the ‘story idea,’ whereas ‘Hattie’ gives him equal book- 
authoring billing with Fields. 

DeSylva’s third musical smash, ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ is a Morris R 
book with Irving Berlin's Berlin is actually co-producer 
DeSylva and half-owner thereof, but elects not to claim any 


Incidentally, 


yskind 
wit 


impresa 


sones 


i1LS OL 


his own writing. 


Tryout of their new Americanized comedy labeled ‘Ass and Mis Shadow’ 
at Cleveland’s community Play House tomorrow night (Wed.) is a Broad- 
umber 
ested in their project to establish 
ing on the Manhattan end for 
songs for ‘Pins and Needles’ 


of well-heeled Clevelanders inter- 
a New York theatre of their own. Work- 
them is Herald J. Rome, who composed the 
as well as ‘Sing Out the News’. 

Composer’s interest in the two Czechs. who operated their noted Liber- 
ated Theatre in Prague for 10 years until Hitler shuttered it, stems fron 
the time when he saw their unique pantomimic comedy work in ‘Heavy 
Barbara’ last season. As result of that musical satire on dictators in theit 
American bow, Rome wrote most of the tunes and lyrics for their new 
comedy ribbing European tyrants. 


Things have been breaking right and left for Thomas Job since his 
appointment to the faculty of the Carnegie Tech Drama School in Pitts- 
burgh, Author of only one previous Broadway show, ‘Barchester Towers, 
which Ina Claire did for Guthrie McClintic, he has within last two weeks 
sold two plays for production this season. Bill Fields, Playwrights 
visited Job while in Pittsburgh ahead of ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ 
bought playwright’s ‘Not to the Swift’ for Cornelia Otis Skinner, 
firm of Mr. and Mrs. Julian Olney 
Job’s ‘Dawn In Lyonesse’, 


p.a. 
and 
while 


P acting 
a CaSuus 


id Felix Jacoves are already 


Yiehars - 2 ; ] 
Richard (Dick) Berger, managing director of the St. Louis municipa! 


Opera company, has an interest in ‘Beverly Hills’ being presented at the 
Fulton, N. Y., Thursday (7). He goes to St. Louis this week to handle 
the show to be staged at the Auditorium there Sunday (10) signaling the 


by toe ticket code because | 


business on the management end fore an increased booking percent- 
America’s Distinctive Entertainer rather than the producing depart- age was demanded for Boston to | 
OPENING IN NOVEMBER ment. Maxwell is not identified as equalize the loss of potential profits 


| “Tobacco Road’ author is doing the 


drive for the United Charities fund. No admission.will be charged fot 
the entertainment, which will be topped by the St. Louis symphony 0F- 
chestra. Raymond Massey, John B. Kennedy and the muny opera chorus, 
led by Robert Lawrence. 


Actors’ Service, Inc., is operating a reading room, lounge, telephone 
message service, advance production list and lending library for Broadway 
actors, Located just off Times Square, it is operated by Anne Douglas 
and Lucy Storm. Fees are $1 monthly, plus 25c. for registration. Some 
such idea has been advocated for some years. Several previous attempis 


Signs Trevor 
For Spewacks’ ‘Different 


Hollywood, Nov. 5 
Max Gordon signed Claire Trevo! 


Caldwell, Rome Collab | Gordon 

Erskine Caldwell is collabing with | 
Harold J. Rome on a musical. It’s | 
a political satire on South America. | 


book, while Rome, who’s best known for the lead in Sam and Bella 5pe- 
for his material in ‘Pins and Needles,’ , wack’s play, ‘Out West It’s Ditter- 
is doing music and lyrics. ent.’ 

Caldwell, while in Mexico recently,| Play heads for Broadway atte 


gathered color for the work. jout of town breakin. 
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Broadway 





Ralph Kohn in from the Coast. 

Charlie Burton back at the Par h.o. 

Joshua Logan has opened offices 
in the Langdon hotel. 

Bill Skirball, Ohio theatre opera- 
tor, arrived in N. Y. Monday. 

Jack Granara of the Ke.th, Bos- 
ton, in town with the missus. ; 

Bill Pine flew west Friday (1), Cliff 
Lewis following him by air the next 


yo LeRoy Johnson left for the 
Coast Friday (1) by way of New Or- 


ns. 
leavife of Bob Burke 
agency, operated on at 
hospital. ; aoe 

Dorothy Hammerstein did interior 
decorating of Sam H. Harris’ Miami 
home. ; 

Rivoli’s managing director, John 
Wright, has moved from Bronxville 
to Riverdale. 

Harry Reiners, with RKO in New 
England, drove back to Boston yes- 
terday (Tues.). 

Dave Mayer, ill last season, back in 
boxoffice of the John Golden with 
Josie O’Brien. 

George Abbott having small part 
written into ‘Pal Joey’ for Jane Fra- 
zier, dancer. 

Asked how many theatres he now 
has, Max A. Cohen piped: ‘I haven't 
counted 'em this morning.’ 

Glenn Ireton back on Broadway 
after traveling with outdoor amuse- 
ments the past three seasons. 

Phil Enken, son of Leon (and Ed- 
dies’) Enken, promoted to an asst. 
manager at the Hotel Astor. 

Ben Kalmenson back to the War- 
ner h.o. after contacting the Chicago, 
St. Louis and Atlanta branches. 

Barbara O'Neil mentioned for the 
new Lynn Riggs play which Carly 
Wharton-Martin Gabel are readying. 

Louis de Rochemont, March of 
Time producer, vacationing for six 
weeks at his place in New Hamp- 
shire. 

John Erskine back from the Coast, 
where he filled lecture dates and 
gathered material for more Liberty 
mag pieces. 

Party celebrating passing of year’s 
run mark of ‘Life With Father,’ Em- 


Tyson ticket 
St. Vincent’s 


pire, to be held Saturday, Oscar 
Serlin hosting. 

Carmen Lewis (wife of Jack 
Gould, of the Times drama staff) 


production assistant in .the Lindsay- 
Crouse office. 

Alan Lipscott and E. Parke Levy, 
former ‘writers on Ben Bernie air 
show, doing a play, with the Shu- 
berts interested. 

Anna Wiman, daughter of Dwight | 
Deere Wiman, made her opera debut | 
as dancer in ‘Aida,’ with the Chicago 
Civic Opera last week. 

Pacific Lodge No. 233 of the Ma- 
sons, made up largely of picture men, 
will toss a Motion Picture Night 
Nov. 28 at Masonic Temple. 

Carmelita Maracci, Uruguayan 
dancer, opens her first U. S. tour to- 
night (Wednesday) in Chicago. She’s 
managed by Columbia Concerts. 

Ed Raftery spent all last week in 
Manchester, N. H., straightening out 
estate of circuit operator Mort Shea, 
who died a few weeks ago. 

John O’Hara, whose ‘Pal Joey’ 
pieces are being done as the Rod- 
gers-Hart musical, working on a new 
play. He’s the critic for Newsweek. 

Mrs. Buddy DeSylva is hostess for 
three-week visit, all expenses on the 
house, of Sari LeMaire and Eadie 
Simon. Opening of ‘Panama Hattie’ 
the occasion, 

William J. Fadiman, eastern story 
editor of Metro, guests’ today 
(Wednesday) at 2:15 p. m. on a 38- 
Station NBC blue web to talk on 
‘Book Ends and Odds.’ 

Ida Cohen, secretary to Capt. Den- 


nis F, O’Brien, in O’Brien, Driscoll & 
In | 


Raftery, won a Plymouth car 
Golden Key contest during last week 
of the Fair. She sold it for $700. 
Harry Richman will have a piece 
of the new Riviera spot 
Marden is building in Miami. Rich- 
man, Sophie Tucker and Joe E. Lewis 
will headline the winter revue there. 
Morris Helprin and Alan Boretz, 
partners in production of Boretz’s 


legiter, ‘The Hard Way,’ last week | 
had themselves incorporated as the | 


Hard Way Theatrical 


Enterpri:es, 
Inc. 


Now that J. Richard Jones has re- | 


covered from strep infection and re- 
Joined the ‘Charley’s Aunt’ cast, Oli- 
ver Thorndike, who replaced him 
on a couple of hours’ notice, has 
been fired. 

Angna Enters, who recently com- 
pleted a stint as technical adviser on 
the Loew-Lewin ‘Flotsam’ for UA re- 
lease, starts her annual tour this 
week in Salt Lake City. Working 


east and is due in New York about | Mrs. Paul Krueger, whose husband | 


Dec. 1. 
_Reports that Ed Sullivan's five- 
imé€s-a-week column in the N. Y. 
News would appear but once weekly 
after Jan. 1 were termed by manag- 
ing editor Dick Clark on Monday (4) 
as “pure malice.’ 
and when the Hollywood-Broad- 

way financing goes through, Par- 
amount and Arthur Hopkins may tie 
Up On several plays. One is ‘Hang on 
0 Love,’ rewritten since its tryout a 
couple seasons ago. 

; Ginny Simms doubled for a couple 
cays from the Empire into the Sert 
oom at the Waldorf-Astoria, when 
: arol Bruce had to drop out, but 
bent’ Ross ts now the vocal incum- 
nae LeRoy Johnston, p.a. for Wal- 
thi anger, winds up extended tour 
4S week arranging speaking dates 


that Ben | 


for the producer. Left New York 
gney Py. makes noes stops in 
aS and arrives on Coast next Sun- 
day (10). vn 
New Lark Supper Club in the Ritz- 
Carlton premiered last night (Tues.) 
with theatrical-socialite parties. Of- 
ficers of the Lark are Mrs. George 
Armsby, Angela Atwell, Radie Har- 
ris, Jerome Zerbe. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Clare Boothe here for a Willkie 
rally at the Nixon theatre over week- 
end. 

Charlie Anderson, 
head, to Johns Hopkins hosp for a 
checkup. 

It’s old home week for Tom Bod- 
kin, in as company manager for tab 
‘Scandals.’ 

Bill Green tossed a big party cele- 
brating 10th anniversary as a nitery 
impresario. 

Louella Parsons and her film troupe 
have a date with the Stanley week 
of Nov. 29. 

Alice Dawn has replaced Jean 
Travers as singing single at exclusive 
Bachelors Club. 

Owen Cleary, whom the medicos 
gave up six months ago, back on the 
job again at Fulton. 

Tom Wilmot back after summering 
in New England with a new play 
practically completed. 

Murphy McHenry in from the 
Coast and talking up Eddie Small’s 
pix with the film editors. 

Herbert Clark, former Broadway 
actor, directing production of ‘Patsy’ 
here for British War Relief. 

With reopening of Senator theatre 
by Harris interests, John O. Hooley 
has shifted there as manager. 

Gabe Rubin, who owns western Pa. 
rights to ‘Burning Question,’ has just 
acquired Ohio franchise as well. 

Carnegie Tech drama grad Thelma 
Schnee has been set for role in ‘Corn 
Is Green,’ with Ethel Barrymore. 

Auto injury forced Georgia Soth- 
ern to cancel Casino burley engage- 
ment this week. Annette subbing. 

Al Shelladay has rejoined Al Kave- 
lin’s orch after successive stretches 
with Nat Brandywynne and Artie 
Shaw. 

‘Time of Your Life’ is flirting with 
return engagement at Nixon later in 
season, result of big biz here fort- 
night ago. 

Irene Lee, story editor of WB in 
Hollywood, here for a day to visit 
parents on way back to Coast from 
New York. 

Father of Jack Judd, of Film Row, 


Holman’s ex-accompanist, passed 


away here last week. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





Henry King and orch h.o. at Chase 
lub 


ub. 

Ruth Nicholas, songbird who was 
a member of Steve Cady’s gang, a 
| patient in Koch hospital for tubercu- 
| jars. 

George A. Hoffman, localite who 
has played in numerous films, at 
home convalescing from _ tonsil- 
ectomy. 

St. Louis Civic Concert orch gave 





| ner conducted. 

Charles Laughton made two p.a.’s 
j}at the Ambassador in connection 
'with the showing of ‘They Knew 
| What They Wanted.’ 
| Demetrios J. Mertikas, better 
known as ‘Mastika Jim,’ proprietor 
of the Grecian Gardens, downtown 
restaurant, wed to Anna Bithas of 
Reading, Pa. 

Louis K. Ansell, 
of the Empress, discussed ‘Motion 
Picture Entertainment’ before The 
Better Films Council of Greater St. 
Louis last week. 

Richard Crooks, warbler, drew 
overflow house for his recital in the 
opera house of the municipal audi- 
torium last week. Recital was spon- 
sored by the Civic Music League 

Eva La Gallienne, founder and 
manager of Civic Repertory 
Theatre in New York, delivered lec- 


owner-manager 





the 


pices of the Washington University 
| Assn, 

The 61st season of the St. Louis 
symph orch got under way Friday 
(1) with Vladimir Golschmann, 
| baton waver, back for his 10th con- 
| secutive season. Artur Rubenstein 
| was guest artist. ; 
| Fred Wehrenberg, indie talker ex- 
|hib, a grandfather. His daughter, 


lis manager of the Southway and 
| Lemay, units in Wehrenberg’s chain, 
| gave birth to a son last week. ; 
| ‘Outward Bound’ opened St. Louis 
W. Fry, Jr., has lead role. In sup- 
| port are Kathleen Scott, Max Cole, 


Mary Alice Hart, George Abel, Dale | 


Douglas, Betty Morse, Charles 
Heitzeberg and John Courney. Gor- 
don Carter designed the scenes and 
directed. 

Paul Beisman, manager of the 
American theatre, and Richard Ber- 
ger, New York director, arranged for 
Raymond Massey and Bob Lawrence, 
warbler, to appear at the start of 
the ninth annual United Charities 
campaign on Sunday (10). Massey 
is skedded to do a scene from Abe 
| Lincoln in Illinois’ at the rally. 





Alpine circuit | 


and mother of Jerry Kurtz, Libby | 


concert at the Rolla School of Mines, | 
| Rolla, Mo., last week. Elmer Kuett- 


ture here last week under the aus- | 


| Little Theatre season last week. Ben 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





Sir Thomas Beecham will tour 
Canada, 


coverage. 


Hoyts gave $3,400 to aid victims of 
London bombings. ; 

‘Florian’ (M-G) skidded in Sydney 
despite big exploitation. 

Ace film shortage is slumping biz 


somewhat in Brisbane, Adelaide and 
Perth. 





Dave Martin has a legit hit in Syd- | 


| 

|ney with ‘Room for Two,’ starring 
| Marjorie Gordon. 

| Gordon Waterman, Aussie exhib, 
' 


has joined the fighting forces for | 


‘is being strongly pressured to serie Chavies Laushien beck from 38 


| service Overseas. 


‘Ladies in Retirement,’ with Marie 
Ney, looks okay in Melbourne for 
Williamson-Tait. 

Under Gordon Ellis, British Em- 
pire Films biz building with U. S. 
and British product. 

Government of New South Wales 
contributing $8,000 for production of 
16-mm. pix for visual education. 

Metro has dated ‘Northwest Pass- 
age’ in Sydney and ‘New Moon’ in 
Melbourne as Yuletide attractions. 

Cinesound will probably return to 
feature production early next year 
under the direction of Ken G. Hall. 

Cinesound has disposed of its 
| number two studio to local interests 
connected with production 16-mm. 





bourne, and His Majesty’s, Perth, to 
the Fullers following expiration of 
lease. 

Wiiliamson-Tait spotted ‘Ice Fol- 
lies of 1940’ in Sydney ice rink for a 
limited span prior to roadshowing 
in ace centres. 

Marion Talley due for a concert 
and air season here under the direc- 
tion of. Australian Broadcasting 
Commission before year’s end. 

‘Blue Bird’ (20th) is still in the 
cans here awaiting release. With 
drop in Shirley Temple’s b.o. power, 
exhibs are fighting shy of this one. 

Current indications are that the 
government will not increase taxa- 
tion covering admission to pic thea- 
tres during 1941. Tax boost had been 
talked. 

Colin Wills, long with the Austra- 
lian Broadcasting Commission as 
scriptwriter, is doing a chatter ses- 





| sion from BBC, London, to this 
| centre, 
| New  Zealand’s Film Industry 


| Board is making amendments to the 
| existing standard form of contract. 
Amendments favor both exhibs and 
distribs. 

Associated British, via Universal, 
will release ‘Middle Watch’ in Syd- 
ney this Yuletide. Gordon Williams 
is in charge of AB product on U dis- 
tribution. 

Legit version of ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ 
| with Charles Norman, will be given 
'a Brisbane play by Sir Ben Fuller. 
Knight is also mulling a stix setup 
at popular prices. 

Will Mahoney is figuring on an- 
other New Zealand tour before tak- 
ing a looksee at the U. S. field. Ma- 
|honey has been a major click in 
| these parts for some time. 
| Lindley Evans is doing the mu- 
| sical score for Charles Chauvel’s ‘40 
Thousand Horsemen,’ Chauvel hopes 
to take the pic to the Universal 
studios sometime this month. 

‘Scatterbrain’ (BEF) is proving 
one of the most popular productions 
| to come from Republic for this terri- 
tory. Pic dualed with ‘Convoy’ in 
the ace centres for extended runs. 

Trade continues bright in New 
Zealand with ‘Turnabout’ (UA), 
‘Pinocchio’ (RKO), ‘Irene’ (RKO), 
‘Too Many Husbands’ (Col), ‘Young 


| Tom Edison’ (M-G), ‘Four Wives’ 
| (WB), ‘Dad Rudd’ (BEF) and ‘Old 
| Maid’ (WB). 


Banknites, jackpots, and the like 
| are fading from nabe theatres, with 
|exhibs now concentrating on pic 
| bills for b.o. pull. Swifter flow of 
top product helping trade build 
throughout the nabes. 

Williamson-Tait figuring on pro- 
|ducing ‘No Time for Comedy’ in 
| Melbourne with Marie Ney and Hal 


Thompson. David Martin may do 
|*‘Banana Ridge’ and ‘Full House’ in 
| Sydney early next year. 

‘The Empire Is Marching,’ new 


British wartime song composed by 
| Dudley Glass and Cliff Grey, was 
|airmailed to this spot for playing 
over the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission’s nationa] network 


Philadelphia 


Lou Fisher, WCAU \spieler, back 
| after a cruise as naval reservist. 

Park Casino, formerly the Anchor- 
| age, unshuttered last Thursday (31) 
as swank dine and dancery. 

Philly Record’s ‘9 O’Clock Schol- 
| ars’ quiz show will be aired from 
| the Art Alliance next week. 

Bill McCune going into his fifth 
| week as bandmaster at the Ben 
| Franklin Hotel, a record for the 
spot. 

| Major Edw 
| prexy, has been named to the advis- 
|ory board of the American Defense 

Society. 

Joe Frasetto, WIP house band 
| leader, and Ed Mayer, news ed for 
| the outlet, got identical draft num- 

bers—1,676. 

Victoria Yeager leaves her job as 
; secretary to WFIL general manager 





March of Time unit here for war 


ix. 
Snider-Dean returned Apollo, Mel- | 


ard Davies, WIP vice- | 


Roger W. Clipp te become a bride 
on Nov. 15. 


‘Sim Sala Bim’ held a special mati- 
; nee yesterday (Tuesday) at the Lo- 
| cust because of the Election Day 
| school holiday. 


Mary Lee, w.k. nitery warbler of 


‘back at Benny-the-Bum’s new Lo- 
cust street bistro. 


Dick Mayo has resumed his job as 
Theatre Authority rep in this terri- 
tory after touring the Canadian 
Northwest with his ‘Daisy the Horse’ 
act. 





Can. Dry Law 








the ban on liquor into effect. 
| Alarmed by the threatening | 
danger, associations representing | 
hotel men are taking up the cudgels | 
\for the prolonged and bitter con- 
troversy which is anticipated. 


a few years ago, is making a come- | 


|___Continued from page 1____] | 


Hollywood 


George Rosener divorced. 

Mischa Auer sued for divorce. 

Ben Hecht aired in from Broad- 
way. 

Dick Foran defendant in a divorce 
sult. 

Elsa Lanchester back from Mane 
hattan. 
| Jeanette MacDonald east on a con- 
|cert tour. 

Adolphe Menjou bought a home at 
|Palm Springs. 
| Charles Ruggles clippering to Hon- 
| Olutu for a siesta. 

Greta Garbo applied for her first 
| citizenship papers. 

Harry M. Warner back from six 
| weeks in New York. 

Jack L. Warner back from business 
huddles in New York. 





day personal tour of 28 theatres. 
Michele Morgan arrived from 

France for her Hollywood debut. 
Robert Z. Leonard bought a home 

after 30 years of apartment renting. 


| Otto Ludwig filed suit for divorce 


d| against Ilena Sylva, now in England, 


| Hotels, niteries and others affecte 
}are being advised to close ranks and 


| Struggle. The provincial hotelkeep- 
,er’s association in the Province of} 
|Quebec has issued a letter to its) 
members stating that ‘the hotel in- | 


|dustry would crumple’ if prohibition | M 


is introduced. ‘All our interests are | 
| threatened,’ continues the letter, ‘and 
'unless hotel men throughout the 
|province understand this all is lost.’ 


More Stringency 
| The Quebec Legislature, it is un- 


Palm Springs winter season open- 


Gail Patrick filed suit for divorce 
from Robert H. Cobb, Brown Derby 
prez. 

Nicholas M. Schenck arrived from 
New York for huddles with Louis B. 
ayer. 

Alex Evelove moved up as assist- 
ant to Bob Taplinger in Warners 
flackery. 

Phyllis Busch granted a divorre 
from Niven Busch with custody of 
their child. 

John Barrymore and Elaine Barrie 


\derstood, plans to introduce a new/| postponed their divorce battle until 


{liquor act during the coming session | 
| 


|which will control and regulate the 
‘sale of liquors and clubs more 
stringently than heretofore. 
Advertising agency handling one 
of the biggest liquor accounts in 
|Canada told VaArrery that his clients 
| would welcome strict enforcement of 
ithe liquor laws because this might 
| bring about an end to abuses which 
jhave inspired the demand for total 
| prohibition. 
| When it was suggested recently to 
the Attorney General of this prov- 
ince that there already is enough 
provisions in the present act, if en- 
forced, to put an end to violations of 
the law, he replied that the Quebec 


Liquor Act is no longer adequate. | 


In some parts of the province it is 
an incentive to the manufacture and 
sale of bootleg liquor. It was said 
that in a large number of establish- 
ments licensed to sell only beer and 
wine sell alcohol of all kinds as well. 
Possibility is foreseen that tighten- 
ing up of liquor laws may take the 
wind out of the temperance group 
arguments. In any event, attempt 
to impose prohibition will meet with 
stiff opposition. 
| Ban on liquor in Canada would 
affect broadcasters here to extent of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
revenue in loss of programs now on 
air. Newspapers would be similarly 
affected. 


Coupled with prohibition threat is | 


talk of another movement under 
| way to ban all Sunday commercials 
from the air. Though this report is 
unconfirmed, methods of bluenose 
groups are quite familiar and there 
is seldom much smoke before the 
fire suddenly blazons forth. 
Elimination of Sunday commercials 
would deprive Canadian audiences of 
|the best radio programs piped 
here. 


of Charlie McCarthy, Jack Benny, 
etc. And it would also spell the! 
loss of virtually all Canadian listen- | 


ers for Canadian stations, since it | 


would be the logical thing to tune in 
on American stations. 











——————- CONtinued from page 1 
bread, and a few other item: It 
means that on matinee days, Brown 


has breakfast at 11 and eats nothing 
else all day except what he has on- | 
stage. If the play has any kind of 
a run, Brown is going to become aw- 
ful sick of pancakes, 

Consumption of food provides | 
comic with some of his best laugh 
|material. On opening night, Brown 
was transferring a piece of grape- 
fruit from a spoon to his mouth when 
a miscue sent it slithering down his 
vest. When audience laughter died 
down, Brown panicked ’em with the 
crack, ‘First error of the season.’ 
Gag may have been a plant, for it 
doesn’t seem possible that Brown 
could have missed that frontal cav- 
; ern of his by accident. 
|} Comedian is employing a curtain 
speech to good advantage. Using the 
,armchair technique, he drew up a 
rocker and held the audience for 15 
|minutes at the preem. Stunt has 
| been adopted as a standard part of 
| the production, with Brown mixing 
gags with a serious plea for the cul- 
| tivation of laughter in these trying 
times. 


in 
It would mean discontinuation | 


Joe E. Brown |, 


Friday (8). 

Jack Oakie and George Abbott 
talking over a Broadway play for 
next spring. 

Edmund Goulding has a deal on to 
|sell his Palm Springs home to Bar- 
| bara Hutton. 
| Mark Hellinger and Gladys Glad 
| Hellinger returned from their Broad- 
way vacation, 

George Berthelon succeeded Rich- 
ard L. Johnston, who resigned as 
studio production manager at Par- 
amount. 
| Ann Morriss, film player, and di- 
|rector Edwin L. Marin to wed as 
|soon as he finishes his current as- 
| signment. 
| William Cameron Menzies deliver- 
ing a series of lectures on motion pic- 
tures at the University of Southern 
| California. 
| Abe Aronsohn in from London 
looking for a spot to open a Holly- 
wood nitery along the lines of his 
British clubs. 

Sol M. Wurtzel and Lester Ziffren 
hop off for South America next 
month. Wurtzel, incidentally, has 
become a grandpop. 
| Louis B. Mayer tossed a party, at- 
tended by 400 execs, stars and other 
film workers, for Major W. S. Van 
Dyke and fellow officers of 22nd 
Battalion, U. S. Marine Reserve 
Corps, 





| 








Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Walter Wanger in town for day. 

George White’s ‘Scandals’ canceled 
Orpheum date. 
| Black Hills’ ‘Passion Play’ into Ly- 
ceum for five days. 

Billy Elson’s Palace to use double 
features on weekends, 

Ben Blotcky, Paramount branch 
manager, recovered from illness. 

Bob Ableson, Paramount sales- 
man, uninjured when new auto was 
smashed up. 

Michael Loring, local boy who has 
crashed Broadway legit, films and 
radio, returning to play Alvin the- 
atre engagement. 

John J. Friedl, Minnesota Amuse- 
ment company president, in Madi- 
|son, Wis., to testify in suit against 
his company and distributors. 

Irving Baker rejoined ‘Tobacco 
Road’ as company manager after a 
leave of absence to visit his ill 
mother. He’s brother of Belle Baker, 

After motoring all the way here 
from Hollywood to fill Orpheum ap- 
pearance, Cass Daley, singing come- 
dienne, returned immediately to 
West Coast for Paramount film en- 
gagement. 


‘Kamae City 


By John Quinn 

Lester, the magician, headed a one- 
night stage show at the Newman for 
| Halloween midnight showgoers. 

Lynne Overman made one-day 
| personal at the Newman last week 
with showing of ‘Northwest Mounted 
| Police.’ 
Robert Preston and Preston Foster 
|making stopover while on personal 


tour. Former greeting hometomn 
| friends here. 
| Howie Christensen and Mrs. in 


town talking biz with Jimmy Joy at 
the Terrace Grill and with Barney 
Joffee at the Tower. 

| K. C. Philharmonic orchestra stag- 
ing revival of the ‘opera intime’ as 
| bonus to patrons who subscribed spe- 
| cial funds last spring. 

| John McManus, Midland manager, 
|out of the hospital after three weeks 
confinement for an infected knee. 
| Mike .Cullen in. and. out. of. town, 
‘looking after the house with Robert 
} Kail in the interim. 


























VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 6, 1949 





OBITUARIES 





SAM BLAIR 

Samuel Blair McLin, 73, died at 
Lenox Hill hospital, New York, Oct. | 
31, following what was supposed to | 
have been a minor operation. Born 
in Tallahassee, Fla, he graduated 
from Vanderbilt University with a| 
law degree and abandoned practice | 
to go on the stage, dropping his last | 
name. Deceased's father was elected 
governor of Florida in 1877. 

Leaving the stage, Blair was asso- 
ciated with A. H. Woods and ‘Little 
Tim’ Sullivan before that firm be-| 
came Sullivan, Harris & Woods, pop 
show producers. He was best known 
as an advance agent and company, 
manager both for legit attractions 
and road-shown feature pictures. 

Blair figured in the deal between 
W. A. Brady and D. W. Griffith for 
the film version of ‘Way Down East’ 
and bought the, picture rights for 
‘The White Slave’ from Bartley 
Campbell. Later, he became general 
representative for Griffith in Aus-| 
tralia. Widow, who was profession- 
ally known as Mae Taylor, and who 
appeared in ‘The Wizard of Oz’ and 
*Florodora,’ survives. Burial by the 
Actors Fund at Kensico cemetery, 
Westchester county, N. Y. 








WALTER M. COX 

Walter M. Cox, 73, who managed 
road engagements of ‘Way Down 
East,’ ‘Birth of a Nation’ and ‘Broken 
Blossoms,’ all of which were D. W. 
Griffith productions, died Nov 3, at 
his home, the McAlpin hotel, New 
York. 

Cox entered the film business in 
the days of the Fort Lee, N. J., stu- 
dios. A former treasurer with the 
Henry Savage Co. he had also 
worked for Warner Bros. as a 
checker of audience reaction. 

Member of the Treasurers’ Club of | 
America, Cox retired several years 
ago and leaves his widow, Emily, a 
brother and two sisters, 

Funeral services were held in the 
Bronx, N. Y., yesterday, Tuesday. 





DR. JOSEPH P. TRAINOR 

Dr. Joseph P. Trainor, 77, former 
orchestra conductor who led pit 
bands for years in several Boston 
theatres, died Oct. 25 after a week’s 
iliness in St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Born in Liverpool, England, 
Trainor came to the United States in | 
1880 and started his theatrical career | 
about 1895. He maestroed orchestras 
at the Scollay Sq. and Olympia thea- 
tres, Boston, and also acted in a 
similar capacity at the Salem, Fed- 
eral and Empire, all in Salem, Mass. | 
He also conducted for a brief period 
at Riverton Park, Mass. 

Retiring 10 years ago, Trainor 
leaves two sons, Joseph and Charles. 
Funeral services were held in St. 
Petersburg and burial took place in 
Pine Grove cemetery, Lynn, Mass. 











DONALD 8S. YOUNG 

Donald S. Young, 35, of St. John, | 
N. B., who had established and op-| 
erated a floating night club at She- 
diac, N. B., known as the Showboat, | 
was killed when a training plane he} 
was testing suddenly went into a 
tailspin and crashed at Uplands, Ont. | 

Young had joined the Royal Ca-| 
madian Air Force in the early sum- 
mer, and had just started duty as 
a flying officer after taking a course 
in the Royal Canadian Air Force in 
Montreal. 
gon while her husband’s body was en 
route from Ottawa to St. John, N. 
B., for interment. A two-year old 
daughter also survives. 





W. EMERSON WILLIAMS 


W. Emerson Williams, 58, pioneer | vive including Murray Baker of Rob- | 


radio and phonograph singer and 
more recently a teacher of voice, 
died Oct. 30 at his home in New 
York. 

In the early days of the recording 
industry Williams often went on the 
road with Thomas A. Edison to pro- 
mote the inventor's discs. Prior to 
singing on the air Williams made 
hundreds of records for the Edison 
firm. Though he had never sung at 


the Metropolitan Opera House he | 


had taught several singers who 
made their debuts there. 
Leaves his widow, Jane Williams, 


also a singer. 





CHARLES J. CELLA 

Charles J. Cella, 65, owner of the 
American, Shubert and Orpheum 
theatres and the American hotel, St. 
Louis, in addition to the Oaklawn 
Race Track, Hot Springs, Ark., died 
Oct. 29 at the DePaul hospital, St. 
Louis, of an internal ailment. He 
had been ill two months. He was a 


brother of the late Louis A. Cella,| Kurt Bernhardt and Vincent Sher- 


showman, turfman and capitalist. 
Of the three theatres owned by 


|known as Gordon and Jolyce, died 


| tery, Chicago. 


\let specialty. She last appeared at/| 


‘health failed in 1934 she was a 


Cella only the American is operat- 
ing, the Shubert and Orpheum hav- 
ing been dark for several years. He 
was reputed to be one of the largest 
individual owners of downtown St. 
Louis real estate. | 


t 


; 





MARY FLORENCE JOLYCE 

Mary Florence Jolyce, 44, former 
vaude performer who teamed with 
her husband, Larry Gordon, in an act 


| 


in Chicago Oct. 20 after an illness of 
two months. 

A native Chicagoan, she leaves her 
husband, two sisters and two broth- 
ers. Burial was in Rosehill ceme- 





MARIE L. WARNER 
Marie L. Warner, 100, _ ballet 
dancer at the turn of the century, 
died at her home in Yonkers, N. Y., 
Oct. 29. 
Born in Troy, N. Y., Miss Warner 
excelled in ‘butterfly’ dancing, a bal- 


Tony Pastor’s and often danced in} 
productions with Anna Held. 





CECELIA D. RYAN 

Cecelia D. Ryan (Mrs. John J. 
Maibach), ‘Miss America’ of. 1929, 
died Oct. 28 at a private sanatorium 
in Saranac Lake, N. ¥Y. Before her 
model, her picture frequently being | 
on covers of many leading periodi- 
cals. * 

Surviving are her mother and hus- 
band. 





HECTOR PASMEZOGLU 
Hector Pasmezogiu, 53, branch 
manager of National Screén Service 
in Los Angeles, died there Nov. 3. 
He was one time Greek consul in St. 
Louis. Leaves widow, two daugh- 
ters and son. 





GEORGE SEWARD 
George H. Seward, 67, founder and 
president of the Hollywood Tele- 
vision Society and Television Engi- 
neering Institute of America, died 
Oct. 30 in Hollywood following a 
heart attack. 





HENRY C. WALL 
Henry C. Wall, 58, Rockingham, 
N. C., theatreman, died suddenly fol- | 
lowing a heart attack at his home at | 
Rockingham Oct. 27. 
He owned two filmeries in Rock- 
ingham, 








CYRUS ORAN LEE 
Cyrus Oran Lee, 57, died Oct. 28 
in San Antonio. He was manager of | 
the Lee Film Co., San Antonio, as | 
well as Pathe newsreelman in this 
area. 
Survived by widow and son, 





EDWARD J. CALAHAN 

Edward J. Calahan, 54, died of a 
heart attack Oct. 28 “n Pittsburgh 
where he managed the KDKA Art- 
ists Service. 

Further details in radio section. 

DOYLE STAGGS 

Doyle Staggs, 36, veteran auto | 
racer on Dixie fair circuits, killed | 
in crash on highway near Spartan- 
burg, S. C., recently. 





MAX TURNER 


| dependents, which will exempt them 


from service. 





Few in Northwest 
Minneapolis, Nov. 5. 

As far as can be learned, conscrip- 
tion will not make heavy inroads 
into local film ranks, 
first draft, however, were Sidney 
Volk, prominent independent circuit 
owner, and Harold Lyson, 20th-Fox 
salesman, 

Among those in the later drafts 
are Lowell Kaplan, Welworth cir- 


|; cuit booker, and Charlie Rubenstein, the 


also a prominent independent circuit 
owner. 





MARRIAGES 


Patty Todd Snead to Don Dixon, 
in Pittsburgh, Oct. 19. He's on 
KDKA (Pittsburgh) production staff. 

Florine Weiland to Henry J. Plude, 
theatre manager for Tri-States Thea- 
tres, Rock Island, IL, in Des Moines, 
Oct. 30. 

Eileen Grennell, songstress-hostess 
at KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, to 
James E. Goodwin, Jr., in Des 
Moines, Oct. 26. 

Theodora (Teddy) Griffis to John 
Latouche, in New York, Oct. 30. 
Bride is daughter of Stanton Griffis, 
chairman of the executive commit- 
tee of Paramount Pictures; he’s the 
songwriter. 

Shirley Copeland to Herbert I. 
Rosenthal, in New York, Nov. 3. 
He’s v.p. in charge of the CBS 
Artists Bureau. 

Edith Leeds to Harold Larzalere, 
in Philly, Nov. 2. He’s former auto 
racer and operator of the Evergreen 
Casino, Philly, she’s owner of Philly 
nitery hat concessions. 

Cayle Reed to Dave Kannesohn, 
Oct. 31, in Greenup, Ky. She's a 
singer; he’s with Roger Bruce orch. 

Esther M. Lentz to Harry C. Lytle, 
Oct. 26, in Mansfield, O. He’s an- 
nouncer with WMAN, Mansfield. 

Roxanne Carmine Glickman, bur- 
lesque stripper and divorced wife of 
King Levinsky, boxer, to Aaron ‘Red’ 
Buttons, comic, in St. Louis last 
week. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Eric Barnouw, son, 
Nov. 1, at Presbyterian Hospital, New 
York. Father is radio writer and 
Columbia University instructor, 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kliment, 
daughter, in Buffalo, Oct. 26. Father 
is sports announcer at WEBR, Buf- 
falo. 

Lulu Belle and Scotty, son, Oct. 30, 
in Cincinnati. Parents team in WLW'’s 
(Cincinnati) Boone County Jamboree 
and other rural programs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Syd Cornell, daugh- 
ter, Oct. 27, in Cincinnati. Father is 
a script writer for WKRC, Cincy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Schneider, son, 
it Pittsburgh, Oct. 27. Father’s 
senior announcer at WWSW, Pitts- 
burgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Whorf, son, 
in New York, Oct. 29. Father is legit 
actor, director and scene-designer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dane Lussier, son, in 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. Father is with 
B. B. D. O. Agency there. 


AGVA-Reds | 


Continued from page 45 








among those named, in addition to 
officers and others in the association 





Max Turner, 52, stage booker for | 
Balaban & Katz, dled suddenly Oct. | 


His wife gave birth to a/3l1 in Chicago. 
Details in the vaudeville section. | 








Mother, 69, of Belle Baker, co-| 
|medienne, died at her home in New 
|! York Nov. 4 after an illness of two 
|months. Seven other children sur- 


bins Music. 
| 
! 





Coast Draft 


Continued from page 3 








|Republic; Tex Ritter, Leo Gorcey, 

Frankie Darro and John King at 
|Monogram, and Richard Fiske and 
| Stanley Brown at Columbia. 
| Matty Fox, vice president at Uni- 
versal, is the only exec paged in the 
national lottery. Six producers were 
|named among the younger set: Jack 
Moss, Paramount; H. S. Brown, Jr., 
Republic; William Cagney § and 
David Lewis, Warners, and Milton 
Sperling and Fred Kohlman, 20th- 
| Fox. 

Directors who might possibly be 
called for military training are S. 
Sylvan Simon, Metro; Shepard 
| Traube and Herbert I. Leeds, 20th- 
Fox; John Auer, Jack English and 
William Whitney, Republic, and 





who stand for tolerance, 
It is felt that the actors mentioned 


'in the Congressional Record by Lam- | 
| 


|bertson are under a cloud and are at 
an actual disadvantage in the matter 
lof securing engagements. Two or 
three succeeded in getting contracts, 
but the shows were duds. One coun- 
cillor, whose ability as an 
highly regarded, either has been un- 
| lucky in not securing a job, or is be- 
ing discriminated against. Lambert- 
son has become quiescent since turn- 
ing his Equity file over to the Dies 
Committee. Latter has been occupied 
with checking fifth column subver- 
|siveness, evidently rating the Equity 
matter of minor import. 

Only reference to Lambertson at 
last week’s council meeting was by 
indirection. He had asked and was 
refused the use of Equity’s mailing 
list. Names of the New York mem- 
bers had been ‘borrowed’ by Maida 
|Reade and used once by the Willkie 
| campaign committee. A _ proposal 
was made that the list be loaned to 
the Democratic committee to even 
up matters, Idea was turned down, 
it being recalled that a similar sug- 
gestion had been made by Eddie 
Dowling some time ago. 











Hallie Flanagan, former director 
of the Federal Theatre Project, will 
have her book, which tells about the 





man, Warners. 
Most of them are married or have 


Federal theatre, released by Duell, 
Sloan and Pierce Nov. 20, 


Caught in the | 


actor is | 








Literati 


et 





Ingersoll Due Back 

Ralph Ingersoll, PM _ publisher, 
who has been in Europe for the past 
| three weeks, is expected back in New 
| York Friday (8) if the Clipper flies 
|as per schedule. Ingersoll, who was 
'in London, arrived in Lisbon over 
| the weekend and is slated to board 
Clipper today (Wednesday). 
When he left, a newsbeat was prom- 
ised upon his return. 

Robert Bliss, promotion manager 
of PM, has left. Work will be car- 
ried on by Tom Fizdale, who had 
been handling part of it since long 
before the paper was actually on the 
street. Fizdale had a minor common 
stock interest in PM, but it was vir- 
tually wiped out in the recent finan- 
cial reorganization. 

Recurrent report that PM would 
begin accepting advertising Jan. 1 
was exasperatedly refuted by Vir- 
giniad Schoales, assistant publisher. 





For Refugee Writers’ Aid 

Luncheon to raise coin to bring a 
number of well-known writers to the 
United States from the unoccupied 
portion of France will be held Friday 
(8) at Sardi’s, N. Y., under the spon- 
sorship of a flock of show biz names. 
Group is working through the Emer- 
gency Rescue Committee, which has 
already brought to America Franz 
Werfel, Heinrich Mann, Konrad 
Heiden and a score of others. 

Guest speakers at the luncheon 
will be Henri Bernstein, Clare Boothe 
and Gilbert Miller. Members of the 
sponsoring group, which has definite 
word that a number of men are now 
waiting in Marseilles for opportunity 
to escape sure persecution at the 
hands of the Gestapo, include Irving 
Berlin, John Mason Brown, Aline 
Bernstein, Louis Kronenl.érger, 
Richard Watts, Jr., Elmer Davis, 
Dorothy Thompson, Raymond Gram 
Swing and George Schuster, 





King Features Wins Patent Suit 

Suit against Col. Clement L. Bouve, 
U. S. Register of Copyrights, was 
won last week by King Features 
Syndicate in Washington. Bouve 
maintained that comic strips must be 
copyrighted day by day, with the $2 
fee paid on each strip. KFS con- 
tended that it was within the law in 
sending in a month's release in a 
stapled booklet and could copyright 
them all at once. 

Twentieth-Fox won a similar de- 
cision about a year ago on serialized 


Yarn in 


was giving to newspapers. 
point was ‘In Old Chicago,’ which 
| was broken into 52 daily chapters. 
Bouve insisted on getting each chap- | 
ter separately. He has now appealed 
| the decision to the U.S. Circuit Court 
in the District of Columbia. 





Rascoe Probes Banditry Lore 
Burton Rascoe, who is to do the! 
| book version of ‘Belle Starr (Story of | 
|America’s Foremost Lady Bandit)’, | 
for simultaneous release with 20th- 
Fox filmization of the character, has | 
been roving the southwest probing | 
into 19th century bandit lore. He 
| writes that compared to the prohi- 
|bition and _ post-Volsteadian hood- 
lums, the Daltons, Jameses, et al. 
| were sissies, and that for their 
|desperado exploits they manifested 
little intelligence and even lesser 
material gain after it was all said 
} and done. 

As with 20th’s tieup with Random 
House on ‘Lillian Russell,’ that firm 











has an accord on ‘Belle Starr.’ The 
book publisher, however, -wired | 
Darryl Zanuck that, as a personal | 
favor, would he ‘please not cast | 
Alice Faye as Belle Starr. 


Nazi Propaganda Mag 
Nazi propaganda magazine put out 
under Goebbels’ supervision is filter- 
ing into the Latin-Americas via Rus- 
Siberia 





Sian and Japan, it wes 
learned by N. Y. picture executives 
this week. Copy of the mag, Der 


| Adler, was forwarded to a film com- 
|pany from its Cuban office, with the 
|postmarks indicating the circuitious 
|route taken in order to escape Brit- 
\ish blockades. Text is in Spanish as 
well as German. 

Although the September issue, the 
|photographs and text left the im- 
|pression that the Nazis had blasted 
|England off the map with its bomb- 
ing raids. Purport of photos and 
|diagrams was that the German armed 
|\forces were Sweeping on t>* con- 
| Stantly increasing victories, 





LITERATI OBITS 
Fred A. Smith, 65, publicity di- 
ector for the Willkie-McNary club 
of Wisconsin and long a newspaper 
man, died suddenly of heart attack 
Oct, 26 in his Milwaukee offices. He 
was former city editor of The Chi- | 








versions of picture stories which it | Jonnny 


| Benny 


| Mazor 


ids Nov, 1. 
son. 


in New York. 


ington 


Washington. 


rado Springs. 


Jose, Cal. 


————— 


cago Tribune, corresponden 
lin for the Tribune and The i 
York Daily News during the World 
War and more recently night editor 
of The Washington Herald. 

Frank William Lloyd, 67, for 18 
years traffic manager of the Dp 
Times, died in Detroit Oct, 30, An 
inveterate first-nighter in the the. 
atre, he was one of the few out. 
siders given an active membership 
in the Variety Club. Leaves 

Edward M. Lucas, 65, former man- 
aging editor of the Grand 
(Mich.) Herald, died in Grand Rap- 

Leaves a widow and 


etroit 


widow, 


Rapids 


David Shapiro, 68, publisher of 
The Day, a New York daily Jewish. 
language newspaper, died of a cere. 
bral hemorrhage Nov. 2 at his home 


Russell R. Kent, 55, veteran Wash. 
correspondent for 
southern newspapers, 
president of the National Press Clyb 
died of a heart attack Oct, ; 


several] 
and former 


30 in 


Clarence C. Hamlin, 72, publisher 
of the Colorado Springs Evening 
Telegraph and the Colorado Springs 
Gazette, and one time member of 
the Republican National Committee, 
died Oct. 29 at his home in Colv- 
He was seized with 
a paralytic stroke a year ago. 

James Fellom, 60, writer of west- 
ern stories, former newspaperman 
and press agent, died Nov. 3 in San 
; Stricken while publiciz- 
ing Willkie campaign there. 








Ellen Vargo 
Curley Clark 
Kitty Rodgers 
Yacht Club 
Nelson Maples Ore 
Jerry & Turk 
Louis Bauers 
Fred Rohner 
Carlo Moore 
Yachtsmen 
Manch Gis 


Sky-Vue 
Bobby Haddon Ore 
Helen Young 
Tavern 
Fran Eichler Ore 


(Book Casino) 
‘Night in Spain’ 
Antonita Morales 





Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 48 





Helene Ward 
Honey Wendler 
Loretta Lee 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Carmelita & Lee 
Dick Smith 
H'’wood Coquettes 
Shirley Heller 


Willows 





E Covato Jr Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel | Margaret Andrews 


Will Henderson Ore 
Nebiolo’s 
Di Giovanni 


Gonzalo & Christine | Jack & Polly 


& Clemence 
Worthington 
Warren 
| 6 Casinotes 
Carl Bonner Ore 

(Motor Bar) 
Dick Rock 

Bowery 

Everett Marshall 
Patsy Shaw 
Alfredo & Rosita 
Frank & Betty 
8 Jitterbugs 
Boweryettes (12) 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Resh Ore 


Sylvia 
| Dick 


Blue Lantern 
Bert Nolan 
Carlos & Chita 
Bros 
La Cumdrasita 
Skippy Little 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Lee Walters Orc 


Corktown Tavern 

Hal Heeney 

Ellen Kaye 

Frank Reynolds 

6 Vesters 

Eddie Bratton Ore 

Koberta Costello 

Don Frye 

Jerry Wright 

Don Andre Ore 
Hund’s 

3 Old Timers 

Sun Valley 

Serenaders 


London Chop House | 


Tonia 


|} Ruby Ore 


Alpine Village 


| Olga Anton 
'3 Drakes 


Evelyn Dawn 
Jose Darrow 
Bob Copl 
Otto Thurn Ore 
College Inn 
Hy Baron Ore 
Eddie, Sid & Val 
Freddie's Cafe 
Art Lackey Ore 
Gloria Gayle 
Burns & White 
Tip Top Gls 
Renee Larks 
Eddie Barnes 
Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Lee Bartell 
Four Bobbettes 
Bill Lockman 
Hotel Allerton 
Grant Wilson 
Marilyn Maynard 
Hotel Carter 
Versatilians 
Bob Opitz 
Hotel Cleveland 
Paul Pendarvis Ore 


Hotel Fenway Hall | 


Gene Erwin Ore 








| Ryck & Kaye 


Patsy Marr 
Daniel Dew 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Northwood Ina 
Fred Stritt 
Wilfred Dubois 
Berni & Jovannae 
Marie Hollis 
Sammy Dibert re 
Palm Beach 
Charley Page 
Carl & Lenense 
Joe Clayton 
Six Jewels 
Paul Burton Ore 
Carlos Vesta 
Huck’'s Redford Inn 


Mac McGraw Orc 
Club Royale 

Slyvia Froos 

Paul Rosini 

Fay & Wellington 

Preston Lambert 


Joyce Reimer 
Royalettes 
J Burkharth Ore 
Statier Hotel 
FE Madriguera Ore 
George Negrette 
San Diego 
Carlos & Chita 
Bill & Ide Shaw 
June Davies 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Verne’s 
Everett & Conway 
Shandon & Margo 
Marcia Hasting 
Duke Dewey 
Harry Collet Ore 


Whittier Hotel 


Mar-Jo (Gold Cup Room) 
Ray Patterson Vocalions (4) 
Ray Carlin Ore Wonder Bar 
Morocco Pedro Deleon (4) 
Jay Jason Linda Garcia 
Diana Barry 3 Lassies 
| KMthel & Lewis Paddy La Bate 
CLEVELAND 


Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Marion Bowen 
Art Cutlip 

Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins OF 
Rex Weber 
Floretta & Boyette 
Sigrid Dagnie 

Hotel Statler 
Jose Morand Ore 
Roman Armengod 
Catalina Rolon 

Jack & Eddie's 
Rubertino, Roberts 
Babe Sherman 
Arlene Rice Ore 

La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 

Lindsay's Bar 
Roy Raysor 
Judy Preston 
Pearl DeLucca 

Mound’s Club 
\id Prussin Ore 
Armida 
Thirty-Seven Club 
Nadja 
Billy Carr 
Frances Pau! 
Sonny Carroll 
Rhythm Debs 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





Many Aussie Showfolk 
New York. 


Editor. VARIETY: 


There has never been a time when | 
the American papers have contained | 
ws about Australia. Only | 


¢ ch ne , 
Dotty an exchange of diplomatic 
representatives was established, 
Richard G. Casey becoming Austral- 
jan Minister in Washington, and 
Clarence E. Gauss becoming U... &. 
Minister in Australia. There have 
been many rumors of our acquiring 
pases in the Antipodes. 

It may not be generally realized 
that many men and women well- 
known in public life here, especially 
in show business, are of Australian 
origin. I was born in Tasmania, of 
Australian parents. Merle Oberon 
js from Tasmania, and Errol Flynn 
spent much of his early life there. 
Mrs. Humphrey Ward, famous novel- 
ist of a generation ago, was from 
Tasmania. 

May Robson, now ‘the grand old 
Jady of Hollywood, was born in 
Australia, and Orry-Kelly, Holly- 
wood costume-designer, is an Au- 
stralian. 
lar nightclubs and bars were deco- 
rated by Vernon MacFarlane, from 
Aussie. 

Judith Anderson, dramatic actress, 
is an Australian, and Percy Grainger, 
the noted pianist, hails from the An- 
tipodes. Lady Suzanne Wilkins, wife 
of the polar explorer, is from Au- 
stralia, and formerly appeared on 
Broadway, in a Winter Garden pro- 
duction. In the realm of grand 
opera, many celebrated singers came 
from Down Under. 
from Melbourne, gained fame as 
Mme. Melba. Over a generation ago, 
Frances Saville, from the Antips, 
sang at the Metropolitan Opera 
House, and later was followed by her 
niece, Frances Alda. In the early 


1900s, many plays by the Australian | 


Haddon Chambers were applauded 
on Broadway. 

And it should not be forgotten that 
the continent once produced a cham- 
pion heavyweight of the world in 
the person of Bob Fitzsimmons. 

American performers have always 
been especially popular there. Char- 
lotte Greenwood, now back in Holly- 


wood pictures, starred there for 
years. And Will Mahoney is still 
there. 

American-made movies are the 


chief entertainment of the Antipodes. 
Harold Seton. 


Carroll Clucas’ lilness. 
Bath, N. Y. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
Will you be so kind as to give me 


any information of the following 
persons, all former associates of 
mine at one time or another, in 


vaudeville and legitimate companies, 
that you may know? Since my com- 
plete break in health and being 
domiciled here I have lost all track 
of many of my friends, and some of 


them I would like to write to, some- | 


time. 

The people are Marion Mur- 
ray (my former partner, when with 
Lewis & Gordon); Martha Hedman 
ditto; Dolly Lewis, ditto, when with 
Billie Reeves, for Gordon Bostock; 
Alma Nielson and Dan Ely, Irene 
Franklin, Mary Haynes, Harry Berry 
and his ‘Sunkist Vanities,’ Lew Fields 
(‘Hello Daddy’ Co.), George Hassell 
and Mrs. Hassell, Wilfred Clarke, 
Theresa Maxwell Conover, Madeline 
Grey, Billy Taylor, Giersdorf Sisters 
(one of them Mrs. Billy Taylor), 
Allen Kearns, Leonard and Willard 
(Jessie Leonard and Flo Bennett 
used to have a shop in Baldwin or 
Freeport, L. I., I believe); Charles 
‘Tex’ Hendrix (used to be ‘Texaco’ 
female impersonator), Arthur Alex- 
ander (Alexander and Scott); Joe 
Bennett (Bennett and _ Richards). 
These are but a few of the ‘I-don’t- 
wheres,’ 

Your personal interest in my be- 
half will be greatly appreciated by 
C. Carroll Clucas, 
(Ex-Sergeant U. S. Marines), 

U. S. Veteran’s Administration, 
Co. 3 


Add: Radio Mispronunciations 
Editor, Varrety: 

Recently in Variery you printed 
my comments on the careless diction 
of Various news commentators. I es- 
Pecially stated that Raymond Gram 
Swing, Gabriel Heatter, and a few 
nig were of course not ineluded 
i: this category. Since mailing you 
nat letter I have made notes of 
Some of the many mispronunciations 
roadcast from various stations. 

: The President is persistently re- 
erred to as ‘presdent, secretary is 


called ‘seckety” and when ‘the regu- | 


lar army’ is mentioned, it is called 
reglar, One commentator fre- 
oe calls the Mackay company 
MyKye’ instead of. rhyming it, with 

adat rdivd@) ' 


O34) «¢ 


In New York, many popu- | 


Nellie Mitchell, | 


| House Reviews 


Continued from page 47 


| ‘lackay,’ and terms the French port 
(of Boulogne ‘Bologna,’ the 
pronunciation confusing it with the 
Italian city which has provided our 
American slang with the word 
‘baloney’ 

And, when it comes to politicians, 


the radio and sound-pictures reveal | 
the significant fact that a consider- ' 


able proportion of these gentlemen 
are in obvious need of lessons in 
diction. Surely it is not ‘snobbish’ 
of us to prefer our leaders, whether 
they be congressmen, senators, gov- 
,ernors or other representatives, to be 
able to use good grammar, and to 
pronounce words as designated in 
the dictionary and as generally pro- 
nounced by persons of education. I 


am ready and willing to admit the | 


worth of a man who may be ‘rough 


agreed that, with a little ‘polishing,’ 
such a ‘diamond’ would ‘sparkle’ 
, much more brilliantly. (And some 
people call diamond ‘dimin.’) 
Harold. 








ASCAP’s Too Abusive? 
Jamaica, 
Editor, Variety: 
I create stunts and audience par- 


mis- | 


diamond,’ but it will be generally | 


If they don’t like my demands, all 
they've got to do is simply quit using 
my stuff. If it’s going to cost them 
more than they feel it’s worth, I’m 
out of luck. There’s no collective 
bargaining in this business. 





I'm afraid that’s the situation 
ASCAP is in with relatiSn to the 
broadcasting industry. ASCAP is 


the employee; broadcasting the em- | 
If the employer doesn’t like | 


ployer. 
the wage demands of the employee, 
that’s all, brother. It doesn’t mat- 
ter what the employee thinks his 
services are worth; it ain’t money in 


the bank until the employer agrees. | 


If the latter is willing to take the 
consequences of doing without the 
services of the former, that’s up to 
him. You may not like it, but if 
, you're practical you'll admit he holds 
the whip hand. 

It seems to me that’s the ASCAP- 
NAB situation when you get right 
down to it, and I don’t know what 
all the mimeograph malarky that 
gets away from these essentials, as 
|released by both sides, has to do 
with it. 

As a creative worker myself, my 


sympathies certainly go out to 
ASCAP. I hope they wind up by 
making a deal very favorable to 
themselves. But I wonder if they’re 


going about it the right way. 
Call me guiless if you like, but as 
jan employee with a new contract 


ticipation ideas for dance bands.| pending I don’t think I'd dish out 


These bands pay me a royalty for 
| their use. 

I know that I can only collect my 
/Toyalties as long as the bandleaders 
consider my demands 


, amount—it’s up to them, for they’re 
a babies who sign the paychecks. 


reasonable. |to be diploniatic 
It's not what I consider a reasonable | negotiations. 


| some of the things against the boss 
‘that the music boys have of late. 
| That's no way to get him in a mood. 
No matter how just my cause I'd try 
in handling the 
After all, he is the 
He throws the fish on payday. 


| Boss, 
Ray Harvey. 











| FOX, ST. LOUIS 





| ‘Flight of the Bumblebee’ by manip-| as it’s amusing for only awhile. 


| ulating his fingers against his lips. 


| The line in a colorful production | vide a flash finish to the bill. 
‘The Three Musketeers,’| and girl do a military routine and a 
leads up to the topper, Laurel and | boxing glove dance; another girl does | 


number, 


Hardy. It’s their first p.a. here and 


in the garb they wear in the talkers, | comes on with his shortman novelty 


score right off the bat. After their 
dumb stuff they join James C. Mor- 
iton in a skit anent an altercation 


| 








back with a straight tune for encore. 
Gilbert should cut some of the chat- 
ter with his straight man at opening, 


Billy Wells and Four Fays pro- 


Football 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN, N. Y., Sports Commentator) 





Alabama—Tulane 
Tulane’s record is unimpressive 
while "Bama has found a scoring 


punch and should top the Green 
Wave, 
Auburn—Clemson 
The Clemson Tigers hit their peak 
too early in the year, while Auburn 
is on the rise. Auburn will win. 


Arkansas—Rice 

| Here’s a tossup, with Arkansas, the 
, underdog, reaching great heights to 
|topple Rice. 


Columbia—Wisconsin 
The Columbia Lions will have to 
,depend purely on their passing. The 
Wisconsin Badgers have a versatile 
attack, sparked by the hard running 
Paskvan. The Big Ten is supreme 
in this test. 
Fordham—Purdue 
Here’s a dogfight that finds the 
;Rams a favorite. Unless Crowley’s 
boys have a letdown, they should 
|take the Boilermakers. 
Holy Cross—Mississippi 
Holy Cross is a major disappoint- 
;ment of the year. It’s injury-riddled 
,and cannot hope to stem the Mis- 
isissipi tide, 





| Navy game, Penn should win going 
away. 
Pittsburgh—Carnegie Tech 

Pitt should take command and win 

as its pleases. 
Princeton—Dartmouith 

This is not a Dartmouth year and 
the Princeton aerial game should 
prove that conclusively. 

Rutgers—Lafayette 

The championship of the little 
schools will be decided as Lafayette 
knocks down Rutgers and remains 
unbeaten. 


Southern Cal.—California 
USC is too potent to be stopped by 
oft-beaten California. 
Southern Methodist—Texas A & M 


The southwest title comes to a 
head with this game. Texas Aggies 
are scheduled to retain their cham- 
pionship by winning a hard-fought 
game. 

Stanford—Washington 

Here’s the Pacific Coast title- 
maker. It’s an even game, but our 
vote goes to Stanford because of its 
hipper-dipper offense. 

Syracuse—Penn State 





This is a fumbling Syracuse outfit, 











Boy 


a fast acrobatic dance and Wells| 


and monkey imitation for variety. 





Introduces another Fay, Patsy Lou, 
who does some cartwheels and 


with a cop. They swipe the latter’s| somersaults for good measure. 
| 


lunch, ignore his questions and wind 


up the guffaw with a bunch of) opening day. 


rough house stuff in which they daub 

| Morton’s nose with ink, bang him on 
| the dome with a tin platter, tear his 
| breakaway coat and pour water 
|down his pants. Then the entire 
| troupe parades across the apron to 
| bring the festivities to a finale. The 
| orch is entirely local. Sahu. 


} daeatarieiliaiteiiiiain 
| LYRIC, INDPLS. 
| 





Indianapolis, Nov. 1. 
Tommy Tucker Orch, Amy Arnell, 
Kerwin Summerville, Donald Brown, 
Billy Wells and Four Fays, Bobby 


} 


Biz fair at third show Friday (1), 


Kiley. 


TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas City, Nov. 2. 
Joe Sanders Orchestra with Adri- 
enne and Red Hodgson; Lester Hard- 
ing. Maribeth Olds, House Line; 
‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ 20th. 





Although a favorite of K.C. dance | 


followers for two decades, 





Sanders has been seen less fre- 
quently on the stage. Consequently 
this booking into the Tower after a 


| Gilbert, Four Sydneys, Statler Twins;| fortnight in the Muehlebach Grill 
| ‘Tugboat Annie Sails Again’ (WB).| (supper spot) was a good choice by 


—__ 


Coming to town for the first time, 
Tommy Tucker orchestra moves off 
the networks and records to the 
stage of the Lyric for 68 minutes of 
well rounded entertainment. Three- 
rhythm, two-trombone, two-trumpet 
and four-sax sections work smooth- 
ly, and most of the arrangements 
show sparkle and originality. How- 
ever, band leans too heavily on nov- 
elty tunes. 

Some of the numbers, namely, 
Kerwin Summerville’s ‘Man Don’t 
Come To Our House Anymore’ and 
'*‘Seyen Beers With the Wrong 
Woman,’ plus Amy Arnell’s ‘Papa’s 
in Bed With His Britches On’ might 
wow hoofers from the dance plat- 
form, but it’s an overdose for 
a family audience. One would 
be enough with more emphasis on 
the pop tunes which are done well 
by the band. In the pop depart- 
ment, band works out on ‘Down by 
Ohio’ to open, following with Donald 
Brown singing ‘Stepping Out With 
Memory Tonight and ‘Blueberry 
Hill” Brown is a neat looker and 
has nice pipes 

Band does ‘Call of the Canyon’ and 
‘Trade Winds’ with vocal chorus and 
nice lighting on boys in band on lat- 
ter tune. The Four Sidneys are ap- 
| narently a new act, with three girls 
'and a man practicing some difficult 
| tricks on bicycles. Performance Was 
| a little uncertain at show caught, but 


| 
} 


credit must be given for imagina-| 


tion. : 
ders to three high on one bicycle; 


Girls build up on man’s shoul- | 


also do a trumpet chorus on high | 


unicycles; and entire company) 
mounts a _ palm _ tree mounted 
(on a bicycle for finish. At show | 


caught, tree got topheavy and fell} 


over just at the finish. A little more 
practice will make it all right. 
Statler Twins are all to the good 
in an orchestra show. Sisters, neatly 
outfitted and nice looking, do three 
rhythm tap numbers to good re- 
sponse. Bobby Gilbert sits with the 
orchestra, playing his fiddle until his 
turn comes, and then move down 
| front to go through his well known 
act. of making the fiddle talk. Comes. 


Manager Barney Joffee. 
ing regular to have the Grill bands 
play at the Tower (since Joffee 
manages both spots) before or after 
the hotel engagement, but this one 
is a bit emphatic because of Sanders’ 
home-town supporters 

As a musical organization the 
crew is in the class of better bands. 
As an entertainer the show it offers 
has both ups and downs, but finishes 
in the black 
son, who clicks as a novelty singer 
on a brace of tunes and a deserved 
encore. 
via a hand mike, chimes in with the 
lyrics on some of the band numbers. 


Chatter clicks better than his verses. | 


Band also offers Adrienne, an IIli- 


nois youngster, as featured songstress; | 


she’s on the jive side but has some 
steps yet to climb to front a band. 
The 50 minutes are considerably 
lifted by the contributions of the 
house standbys and the weekly ama- 
teur. Lester Harding, the regular 


singing m.c., is spotted midway in a 
neat song specialty. Doing favorites 
of John McCormack, the late Cantor 
Rosenblatt, Bing Crosby and Law- 
rence Tibbett, Harding’s versatility 
won a deserved encore. Singer has 


basic idea and execution of a stand- 
ard vaudeville act. 

The continual striving of Joffee 
and Producer Frank Tracy to locate 
talent in the amateur ranks is fully 
rewarded this week in Maribeth Olds 
an 18-year old _ acro-contortionist 
from Chanute, Kans. Besides being 
all that could be asked in !coks, the 
girl has reached the zenith in limber- 
ness, 
ing flips, and tops with a bit of sit- 
ting on her head. Also scoring are 
two numbers by the eight line girls, 
a waltz neatly costumed to ‘Waltz- 
ing Up in the Sky’ and later a foot- 
ball-tossing romp. 

This combo of the Sanders crew, 
sticking mostly to the 
rhythms, and the house contribu- 
tions runs up over the usual running 


time but it’s generally to the patrons’ | 


advantage. Screen piece (footballer) | 
is helping at the b.o. on the angle} 
of timeliness. Quin, 

‘ 


Joe | 


It’s becom- | 


Featured is Red Hodg- | 


Sanders, at the piano, m.c:s | 


forward and backward stand- | 


warmish | 


Probable Football Winners 
(And Proper Odds) 
GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
EE ree. 0 rere reer Terre 8-5 
Auburn-Clemson ......0..ccceeee so ceo h G60s0 508040605088 . 8-5 
Arkansas-Rice ....... iver cane et a? is 5% 205%) uk00% ase Ae e 5-8 
Columbia-Wisconsin ............. jc. peeesdarteonssceune’ 6-5 
PerGRaM-PUTGme 2... ccccccccccn . Fordham ineiabcendedeaeee 11-5 
Holy Cross-Mississippi ............ save cei eeeeneee+inecdes o— Bek 
Indiana-Michigan State ........... Mich, State peat bene s eeae 5-7 
Kentucky-Georgia Tech ........... is NS vb 64 ec Wena cbimes ove 6-5 
LSU-Mississippi State .. ~ re ere 7-5 
Manhattan-Marquette ............. EE 6s 6's Ge a0 ReCes Even 
Minnesota-Michigan .............+. REE Siig bs had teat aee'end Even 
pS EPO eee TERT eer CS SPOT FETT Re CCR eee 3-1 
Northwestern-Illinois .............. Northwestern sqrcverscces 4-1 
en aT SS Oe rare ree 7-5 
Oregon State-Wash. State ......... Orawem Breall 2 cccscciccccens 11-5 
| WORM IROUEEE oc osc cteccdccccsees es Apr ere 4-1 
Pittsburgh-Carnegie Tech. ......... Lo. cso 24d ec ebese we rhe mean wer 4-1 
| Princeton-Dartmouth .............. WUE i. avec av% s ocigweeds 12-5 
|| Rutgers-Lafayette ............. est, stcceséesec¥uereey . 8-5 
|| USC-California ............ Poor rrr 12-5 
UE -MOMNSG BOM ocicscecccccccves TONGS BTS <o ca Crcvcesveeses 12-5 
Stanford-Washington ............. NE - g cveeeced ea bad wens Even 
Syracuse-Penn State ....... ee ME cc bccdersvbieds eset 2-1 
|} Temple-Villanova Temple ...... Seka semitone eae 5-8 
| py | rer ee WEE 650.00 40a rte sacetenuned 2-1 
Bn errr rere rere rrr 5, Clie teed ee eae saee 6-5 
WAVY-NGGFO DAMS oicccccccccsvosed TR eerie sy Tn 3-1 
GIN io 6 o's 600 Hah eee ae oe 8 OO EE eee ere er eee 6-1 
Boxscore to Date: 
Right, 105; Wrong, 34; Ties, 8; Pct., .755 
(Ties not counted) 











Indiana—Michigan State 
A great passing duel should ensue 
as Hursh meets Davis. A break will 
decide this game and Michigan State 
gets the edge. 
Kentucky—Georgia Tech 
Kentucky is just a fair ball club 
Georgia Tech has. been kicked 
around and is now ready to kick 
back. Tech to knock off the Colonels. 
La. State—Mississippi State 
Louisiana just doesn’t have it while 
Mississippi State is the dark horse 
of the south with a well-rounded 
attack. State gets the verdict. 
Manhattan—Marquette 


Manhattan has been installed the 
favorite, but it’s actually an even 
game. Marquette to win. 

Minneseta—Michigan 

The highlight game of the week 
between two undefeated teams. Min 
nesota has had many breal whil 
Michigan won its games decisively. 

two-week rest gives a slight edge 
to Tommy Harmon and company. 


Nebraska—lIowa 
Iowa doesn’t seem to have the 
Nebraska is a pow’ 
should ram its 


(*¢) « 
hesion. rhe 


and 


use 
way to victory. 
Northwestern—Illinois 

Bob Zuppke has been looking for 
an upset but this is the spot. 
Northwestern should romp. over 
Illinois with ease. 
Oregon---UCLA 
| Without a single major victory to 
its credit UCLA is long overdue. 
|The tide changes and it’s a victory 
\for the Uclans. 

Oregon State—Washington State 

Oregon State has too much scoring 
punch to be denied. It'll score early 
and often to get the nod. 

Penn—Harvard 

The Harvards just don’t have the 

material. With no injuries in, its 


" + 
nov 


(and Penn State will profit by its 

mistakes for victory. 
Temple—Villanova 

is the favorite, but the 

will grab 


Villanova 
Temples are coming and 
the decision. 

Texas—Baylor 

These are always slugfests, but the 
versatility of this Texas team will 
outgoin and outscore the Baylor 
Bears. 

Army—Brown 

Brown’s a pretty good team, but 
the soldiers, after a disastrous start, 
have found themselves. The Army 
gets into the win column. 


Navy—Notre Dame 


No trouble here, as the Irish get 
back into stride to score at will. 
Yale—Cornell 
This is merely a matter of how 
ant 


many touchdowns the Cornells y 


3 ‘Father’ 


i __. Continued from page 1 








Radio program will be timed to fol- 
low the first act in New York and 
Boston, and be just before the first 
act in Chicago. It will include a 
special skit written for the occasion, 
by Lindsay and Crouse. Producer 
Oscar Serlin is scheduled to make 
\his air debut in the broadcast, but 
has been showing signs of nervous- 
ness and, according to colleagues, 
may take a powder from that por- 
ition of the proceedings. 

Beginning Friday night, Lindsay 
and Dorothy Stickney (Mrs. Lind- 
say) will have featured billing. Dur- 
ing the year’s run the two juve 
actors who play the younger Day 
children have been changed as the 


| first pair outgrew the roles 
‘s t 7 297 35uw 9 
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Try ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS 
for 30 days 


HESE Lux Toilet Soap facials 

really work—for gorgeous Made. 
leine Carroll, for stunning Paulette 
Goddard. Try them regularly and see 
what they’ll do for you. 


Gently pat Lux Toilet Soap’s 
ACTIVE lather into your skin. Rinse 
first with warm water—then cool. Dry 
the face with quick, light pats. Now 
look in your mirror! ACTIVE lather has 
removed every trace of dust, dirt and 
stale cosmetics from your skin. See 
how fresh your skin looks—how smooth 
and soft it fee/s. You'll love this gentle 
beauty care. 
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‘VE FOUND THE RIGHT 
CARE FOR MY SKIN— 
J THESE Lux SOAP. 
| ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS 
, REALLY WORK! 
ry of 































(iA KE A Lux SoaP 
ACTIVE-LATHER FACIAL 
ALWAYS AT BEDTIME. 
THAT MAKES ME SURE 
ABOUT MY SKIN! 


Fiddle Codllldd | = 


in Paramount's K : 


“North West Mounted Police 


Now Showing Locally 









9 out of 10 Screen Stars 
use Lux Toilet Soap 
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